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THE 

H I S T O R Y 

OF THE 

Proceedings' and Debates 

Of the FOURTH SESSION of the 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

OF THE 

Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain ; 

AppoinUd to be held at Weftmtnfter^ on Thurfday the i^tb day of 
November 1777. 

February 5. 
T^HE report of the committee of fupply for the new levies. 
' •*• Mr. Popham oppofed the bringing up the report, con- 
tending upon the law argument, that the manner in which the 
troops had been raifed.was unconftitutional and illegal. 

^x. Turner fpoke next, declaring that his life and fortune 
(hould ever be devoted to his Majefty's perfon and govern- 
ment, becaufe he thought it impoiiible that a prince of the 
, Houfe of Hanover ihould ever become hoftile to liberty, or 
violate the laws and conAitution in any (hape whatever* 

Mr. Rous thought the fubfcriptions illegal, but that the re- 
bellion ought to be quelled by any means whatever ; "he (hould 
. therefore vote for the fupply of the levies, though raifed againft 
law. 

Mr. Wallace faid, that though, to be fure, it was againft law 
for the King to levy money, yet it was perfeftly confonant to 
law for his Majefty to get money levied for him. 

Lord Frederick Campbell maintained, that the principle's- of 
his family were always thofe of whigifm ; and he thought fub- 
fcriptions for quelling the American rebellion perfedily con- 
fifled with whigifti principles. 

Mr. Moyfey declared himfelf fatisfied of the legality of fuch 
fubfcriptions, being, as they were, purely voluntary; that Lord 
Coke's opinion was clearly in their favour, as appears by his 
reading upon the ftatute of Rich. IIL where he makes the dif- 
tin£tion between voluntary and involuntary contributions, in 
his chapter of Benevolences, which h^ not been taken notice, 
of. That the commiifion authorifed by the ftatute of Cha. U. 
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a PARLIAMENTART A. 1778. 

fp much rdied on V7 the other fide, was compulf^ry in its na- 
ture, as appears by the procee^ngs under fuch comnviffions in 
the time of Charles L and in particular by the defcription 
given of them by Sir John Elliot, in his famous petition to the 
King from the Gaiehoufe, in 16^6; that the terms qf the z& 
of Charles ll. prove compulfion, for the words, •* fupplies 
hereby granted," are irreconcileable to ai)y Qther conftruc- 
tion, and are of themfelves decifive of the quefiion; for if the 
money thereby raifed Was purely fpontaneous on the part of 
' the people, the Commons in Parliament, in fuch cafe, granted 
nothing; nor was the King fure of receiving a iingle farthing 
under fuch a£l of parliament. 

Governor Johnfhm contended for the illegality of the fub* 
fcription \ expatiated on the injuftice the old officers muft fujUin 
by having fo many young ones put over their heads ; and that 
in the fame proportion as the new levies were raifed the re- 
cruiting fervice, as to the old regiments, muft be prejudiced. 
He particularly lamented that fo vaft a proportion of thefe new 
levies was to be raifed in Scotland, becauie the countrj^ muft: 
be ftripp^d of its moft: ufeful h^nds for agricuitare and for 
commerce. 

Lord North contended, that the prefent fubfcriptions were 
no. more than bad been pradifed in all tifnes of public 
emergency, particularly in 1745, and in 1759, in Mr. Pitt's 
adminiftration, when the new levies were raifed by private 
fiibfcription ; and the fubfcribers, inftead c^ being treated as 
violators of the law^ were publicly and folemnly thanked by 
die then minifter. Lord Chatham, and applauded by the 
public* He averred, that no influence whatfoever had been 
ufed, but that the offers all came as the fpontaneous and ge- 
nerous efFuiions of love and loyalty to the King, and as a 
teftimony of their zeal to fupport the legiflature of Great 
Britain againft the rebellion in America. 

Sir William Meredith replied to Lord North, that it was 
unjuft to give any fanv5^ion to his own adminiftration at tBe 
expence of the reputation of another; that Lord Chatham's 
condu^ which he reprefented to be the fiime as his own, 
was nothing lUce it ; that the fubfcriptions then were to raile 
recruits forold regiments which had fufFered in the wars, which 
had been raifed under the authority of Parliament, approved, 
voted, and for a long time paid by Parliament \ whereas, in the 
prelent cafe, both the money had been levied, and the troops 
raifed, during the fitting of Parliament, without the confent, 
knowledge, or any communication with Parliament whatever; 
that the precedent for his LordAip's conduft might be drawn 
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ivith more corrednefs from that <^ James the Second, who* on 
the Doke of Monmouth's landing in the Weft, had adjourned 
the Parliament for the very purpofe of levying the troops 
himfelf, without the interference of Parliament, in order to 
choofe fuch as were moft attached to his perfon, and moft 
likely to ferve his purpofes. He then went through the hif- 
tory of all benevolences, from the reign of Edward the 
Fourth, when, they began, to the prefent time ; that they 
had been fupprefied by two a(3s of Parliament, which are 
now in force, and had been treated as unconftitutional always, 
particularly in the reign of James the Firft, when the King 
attempted to raife a fubfcription in a manner exactly fimilar 
to the prefent ; namely, by fending certain of his confidential 
(ervants to different parts of the kingdom to raife fpontaneous 
afid volunury fubfcriptions, unaccompanied with any cir- 
cumftance of force whatever. Mr. St. John, who was 
efteemed the beft conftitutional lawyer in the kingdom, and 
afterwards Lord Chief Juftice, oppofed thofe fubfcriptions 
with great vehemence, and declared that the attempt to eet 
money for the Kin^a. ufe in that way was a breach of his Ma- 
jefty's coronation oath, and an abetting of perjury in all thofe 
who fubfcribed. He faid it was a mark for a Bolingbroke, and 
a match for Richard the Second. Mr. St. John was profecuted 
in the Siar Chamber, and acquitted ; fo that there is the judg- 
ment of the Star Chamber itfelf, the moft arbitrary and the 
jnoft tyrannous court that ever exifted, that reiiftance to fuch 
fubfcriptions, by any means, or in any language, is not repre- 
henfible) which opinion they could never have entertained, had 
they judged the fubfcriptions themfelves to have been legal. 

Mr. Gafcoigne was entering into fome pergonal invedive 
againft Sir William Meredith, but the Speaker ftopped him, 
which Sir William Meredith, in reply, faid, he was forry for, 
becaufe the more that honourable gentleman abufed him, the 
better he thought of himfelf ; that the efFufions of his eloquence 
were incapable of the guilt of flander^ they were, on the 
contrary, fatisfaviory and reputable. 

The queftion was called for, and the Houfe divided \ for 
agreeing with the report 223, againft it 130*. 
February 6. 

Mr. Burke movied, *< That an humble addrefs be prcfented to 
his Majefty, that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give direc* 

* So large a minority upon a queftion of fupply was thought 
extraordinary, i t Juving been commonly obferved, that queft ions 
of fupply ace ufually carried unanimoufly) or but weakly refifted. 
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^4 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

-tions^ that there be laid before this Houfe copies of all papers 
that have pafled between any of his Majefty's minifters and 

* the generals of his armies in America, or any pcrfon actir^ 
for government in Indian affairs, relati-ve to the military em- 
ployment of the Indians of America, in the prefent civil war, 
from the firft of March I774 to the firft of January 1778.*' 
Mr. Burke began by oblerving, that one of the graiid ob- 

' jefts in the inquiry into the ftate of the nation was, the con- 
dition and quality of the troops employed in America. That 
an account of the Kind's regular forces, and thofe of his Eu- 

.ropean allies, were upon the table. That hitherto no ac- 
count had appeared of his irregular forces, thofe in particular 
of bis favage allies ; although there had been great depen- 
dence upon ihem, and that they were obtained at a great ex- 
pence. That it was neceflary to examine into this point ; be- 
caufe an extenfion of their mode of making war had been lately 
ftrenuoufly recommended. The prevailing idea was, that in the 
next campaign, the plans hitherto purfued were to be abandon- 
ed, and a war of diftrefs and intimidation was to take place of 
a war of conqueft, which had been found imprafticable. 

He obferved, that this mode of .war had been hitherto tried 
upon a large fcale ; and the fuccefs which hitherto had at- 
tended it would bed prove how far it would be proper to ex- 
tend it to all our troops, and all our operations ; that if it did 
not promife to be very decifive, as a plan merely military, it 

■ could be attended with no collateral advantages to our reputa- 
tion as a civiiifed people, or to our policy in reconciling the 
minds of the colonies to his Majefty's government. 

He then ftated what a war by Indians was. That the fault 
of employing them did not confift in their being of one colour 
or another; in their ufing one kind of weapon or another; but 
in their way of making war, which was fo horrible that It 
ihocked not only the manners of all civiiifed people, but far 
exceeded the ferocity of all barbarians mentioned in hiftory. 

That the Indians in North America never have but two prin- 
cipal objcdts for going to war : the glory of deftroying, or, when 

'Opportunity ofFered, of exterminating their enemies; the other, 
which always depended on the former, the glory of procuring 
the greateft number of fcalps, which they hung up in their 

^huts as trophies of vidlory, conqueft, and perfonal prowefs, 
much in the fame manner that ftandards, kettle-drums, and 
colours, are depofited in public places in civiiifed nations, in 
token of fome fignal overthrow of a powerful and dangerous 
enemy. The Indians of America had no titles, fmecure 
places, lucrative governments, penlioaS| or rec} ribbons, to be. 

flow 
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flow on thoTe iVho iignalifed themfelves in the field ; their re* 
wards were generally received in human fcalps, in human 
flefli, and the gratifications arifing from torturing, mangling, 
fcalping, and (omedmes eating, their captives in war. He 
then repeated feveral inftances of this diabolical mode of war 
fcarccly credible, and, if true, improper to be repeated. 

He went largely into the proofs of this their mode of mak- 
ing war in all times. He proved, that they had not altered 
that mode of making war ; and that no pofiible means could 
prevail on them to alter it. He then took a view of the enr- 
ployment of thefe favages in the wars between France and 
England, and (hewed, that it had been the inevitable confe** 
quence of the connexion of the two nations with the feveral 
Indian tribes, who, on the firft European fettlements, were, 
comparatively, great and po\verful ftates; that alliances had 
■been formed with them, and all our affairs became neceflarily 
. entangled with theirs. But now no European nation but the 
Englilh colonies remained in North America; and the favages 
were fo reduced in number, that there was no neceflity of any 
connexion with them as nation:. They were only formidable 
from their cruelty ; and to employ them was merely to be cruel 
ourfelves in their perfons and to become charg;eable with all 
the odious and impotent barbarities which they would certainly 
C6mmit whenever -they were called into a£lion. 

On all thefe points he dwelt a long time, explaining and il- 
luftrating every particular with great clearnefs and precifion. 
He then confidered the apologies which had been made for 
employing them; fuch as, ift^ ** That if his Majcfty had not 
employed them the rebels would; 2d, and that great care had 
been taken to prevent the indifcriminate murder of men, wo- 
men, and children, according to their lavage cuftom ; 3d, Tnat 
they were never employed but in the company of diiciplined 
troops, in order to prevent their irregularities." 

To the firft he anf ^ered, that no proof whatever had been 
given of the Americans having attempted an offensive /alli- 
ance with any one tribe of favage Indians; wtcrea<J, the 
imperfedl papers already before that Houfe demonftrared that 
the Kin^*s minifters had negotiat^rd and obtained fjch alli* 
ances from one end of the continent of America to the other. 
That the Americans had nftually made a treaty on the footmg 
of neutrality with the faa^ous Five Nations, which the 
King's minifters had bribed them to violate, and to ack off.'n- 
fively agatnft the colonies. That no attempt had been m<'de, 
in a fingle inftahce on the part of the Kmg's aunifters^ to 
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•procttre a neutrality. That if the faA Imd been that the Ame- 
ricans had a£kually employed thofe (avages, yet the difference 
of eoiploying them againft armed and trained foldiers, embo- 
died and encamped, and employing them againft the unarmed 
iind defencelefs men, women, and children, of a country, 
difperfed in their houfes, was manifeft, and left thofe who 
af tempted fo inhuman and unequal a retaliation without 
excufe. 

Tct the fccond defence, " That care had been taken to 
prevent mifehief," he anfwered, that he did not doubt the 
humanity of General Burgoynef and our other officers. They 
endeavoured it indeed, but in vain. He even ftated the at- 
tempt itfelf as perfefliy ridiculous. Here he entered into the 
confidcrration of General Burgoyne's famous fpecch to the 
favages, which he painted in a ludicrous light, not con* 
demning the fpeech in itfelf; he faid it was rational and pro* 
per, if applied to any other; but as applied to favages, to 
whom it mufl be perfedly unintelligible and without the leaft 
effe&, it might as well have been applied to the wild beafts of 
the foreft. He then entered into many particulars of' that 
General's expedition, as well as ColoneJ St. Lcger's^ to fltew, 
that the &vages did, in tSc&^ indiCcriminately murder men^ 
"women, and children, friends and foes ; and that particularly 
the (laughter fell moftlj upon thofe who were bcft afFe(E^ed to 
the King's government, and who for that reafon had been 
lately difarmed by the provincials. Here he painted, in very 
ftrong colours, the horrid ftory of Mifs Mac Ray, murdered 
by the favages on the day of her marriage with an officer <rf 
the King's troops. 

As to the third head of ilefence, " That they had always 
tegular troops to reftrain and direft them,*' this he pofitivcly 
denied, and ifae wed, that whole nations of favages had been 
bribed to take up the hatchet, without a fingle regular officer 
or foldier amongfl them. This he inflancSl in the cafe of 
the Cheroktes, who were bribed and betrayed into war upon 
proniife of being affifled by a large regular force ; that thcv 
accordingly had invaded Carolina in their ufual manner, and^ 
for want of the fupport promifed, were nearly exterminated^ 
and the remains of that people now lived in a flate of fervitude 
to the Carolinians. 

He then fhewed the monflrous expence of that kind of ally ^ 
that one Indian foldier coil as much as five of the beft rq;u* 
lar or irregular European troops. The miniflers drought 
that inbuaumitv and murder could not be botiKkt too dear* 

^ That 
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ThH the expence bl thefe Indians bad not b^«Q kik ^dntl 
1 50,000 1. and yet there never had been more than ieren or 
tight lumdired of theih in the field» and that for a very ihort 
time. That on the leaft appearance of ill fuccefii theyxtefertedi 
Jind often even turned their arms on their friends. That by 
falling upon all the inhabitants without diftin^i^ion, they made 
every man a foldier; and that the greateft part of the army (as 
it were conjured up againft General fiurgoyne) was raifed by 
indignation and horror at the ufe of the fav^ges i and to them ^ 
tiie lofs of a gallant European army under an accompliflied 
general was prihcipalty owing. 

After this he touched upon the burning of the towns of 
Falmouth and Norfolk, as well as private gentlemen's and far* 
biers' houfes, and other ravages of the King's troops, as parts 
of the war of diftrefs, and the ill efFeds which fuch barbarities 
had produced* 

He bftly entered upon Lord Dunmore's attempt to incite 
an infurredion of negroes. He ftated his proclamation as 
contrary to the common and ftatute law of this kingdom, as 
well as 'to the law of nations. He ftated what an infurre^lion 
of negroes was } the number of that fort of men in Virginia 
and Maryland; the mifchiefs of fetting a crew of fierce, 
foreign barbarians and flaves to judge which of their makers 
were in rebellion, and which of their a£b were or were not 
rebellious; the titter impoffibility of containing them and 
keeping them in order was ftated in a ftrong manner. He ap« 
pealed to all who knew the fouthern colonies and Weft 
Indies, what murders, rapes, and enormities of all kinds, 
were in the contemplation of all negroes who meditated an ir>- 
furredion. He laftly aflced wbat means were propofed for go- 
verning thefe negroes, who were ioo>000 at leaft^ wbenthcy 
had reduced the province to their obedience, and made them* 
felves mafters of the houfes, goods, wives, and daughters, of 
their murdered lords ? Another war muft be made oC them^ 
' and another maftacre, adding qonfufion to confufion^ and db- 
ftruSion to deftru^tion. He faid, that providentially the 
Ettgiifti white civilifed inhabitants had fo ftrengthened them- 
ielves as to keep und^r bis Majefty's negro allies j that not 
above one thoofand, or thereabouts, were able to efcape, and 
put theihfelves uiider the banners of Lord DunmOre; and that 
the end of thefe wretches, feduced into an infurreftion in which 
fihcy Were not fupported, was truly deplorable, not above one 
^ two^ as be beard, having efcaped a miferaUe death by 

B 4 . difeaft 



8 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

difeafe or famine; but he promifed to move for papers to dear 
up and afcertain this point. 

Then be dwelt on the alFair of Lord Dunmore, becaufe hit' 
proceedings were evident by his proclamation, and by the 
negro army which he had coliedtd ; but that there was very 
firong reafon to believe that the governors of both the Caro-« 
linas, and oi.e at leaft of the Floridas, had been concerned in 
defigns of the fame fort. That one of thefe governors had 
been accufed of it, who did not deny, that in cafe of rebellion 
he would avail himfflf of fuch a refource« That this was 
the grand caufe of the greater refentment which appeared in 
Ae fouthern than in many of the northern colonies, as 
they had been the iirft to abjure the King ; and one of them^ 
Virginia, to declare, that if the reft (bould fubmit, they would 
hold out to the laft: for what fecurity could they receive 
that, if they admitted an Englifh governor^, he wpuld not raife 
their negroes on them whenever he thought it good to aflert 
any given difturbances fliould amount to a rebellion, and de* 
clare martial law. 

The only remedy he conceived there could be for the alie- 
nation of afFediions, and diflruft and terror of our govern- 
,ment, brought on by thefe meafures, was for Parliament to 
inquire ferloufly into them ; and to (hew their dilapprobation 
of pra£lices as contrary to all true policy as to the didates 
,of feeling and humanity; for othervife the colonies would 
-never believe that thofe who were capable of carrying on fo 
•cruel and diflionouiable a war could ever be trufted for a found 
and cordial peace, much lefs be fafely trufted with power and 
dominion. 

-■. The fpeech lafted for more than three hours. It was uni- 
vverfally thought the very beft Mr. Burke had ever delivered. 
Mr. Serjeant Jiiair feconded the motion. 
Mr.De Gny (fon to the chief juftice) fpoke in defence of 
employing the favages; faid, that Indian treaties had been 
-made during the laft war; that they had been continued fronx 
:time to time down to the prefent hour; that it was well 
f known that fuperintendants were employed by government to 
:. create and preferve alliances among the Indian nations j and, 
finally, that the Houfe every feflion approved of and recog- 
nized thofe alliances and treaties by voting fpecific fums of 
. money, to be paid into the hands of the fuperintendant, to 
be laid out in prefents, and diftributed among the leading 
* warriors apd chiefsr « 

L Sir 
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Sir Alexander Leitb was fevere on Lord George Germaifle, 
whO| he faid, was the fole author and contriver of thofe barba- 
rous meafures. He was aftonifhed that the noble Lord, coo- 
fidering feveral circumitances which he abftained from men«> 
tionihg, could prefume to intrude himfelf into an office he 
was very unable and unqualified to fill ; and he was &iU much 
more ailoniihed that he dare continue in it> when hisownex«* 
perience muft have long fince convinced him tSat he was^ to- 
tally unworthy of it. He faid, every fmgle meafure he had 
recommended himfelf, or adopted from others, exhibrted (b 
many proofs of his incapacity; and when his conduA- was 
brought to the tef):, he affirmed, in his place, that the noUtt 
Lord would be found, in every refpeft, unequal to fillingthe 
high office, which ho fuppofed he had ufurped. Here he was 
called to order by the Chair. 

' Lord George Germaine faid; he could' never fit filent, and 
hear fuch unbecoming perfonalities made to his face. He 
begged leave to afiure the honourable gentlemen, if thej 
were fincere, they mud have arofe from prejudice, and were 
ill-founded. He was a very old member of that Houfe; and 
he defied any gentleman to fay, that he had ever ufed any 
perfonalities himfelf. He always carefully abflained from 
them ; and whatever his provocations to retort might be oft 
the prefent occafion,* he (hould give. one more proof of the 
fame mode of conducting himfelf. He faid, he wifhed iin^ 
cerely that his conduct might be fully and immediately inquired 
into. He was certain it would turn out to his honour ; but un- 
til that event tooic place, he thought it was both unparliamen- 
tary and uncandid to make perfonal attacks upon him, which 
he ihould always, in future, look upon as meant to prejudice 
that Houfe againil him. His Lordihip then fpoke mon\y to 
the queftion, and juftified the conducSi of adminiflration. 
He faid the matter lay within a very narrow compaf: ; the In- 
dians^ would not have remained idle fpedatori ; the very ar- 
guments ufed by the honourable gentleman who made the mo- 
tion were fo many proofs that they would not : betides, the 
rebels, by their emiflaries, had made frequent applications to 
the Indians Co fide with them ; the Virginians particularly ; 
and, he faid, that fome Indians were employed at Boflon 
in the rebel army. Now, taking the difpofition of the In* 
dians with the applications which had been made to them by 
the Colonies, it amounted to a cWar, indifputed propofition, 
that either they would have ferved againfl us, or tnat we muft 
have employed them. This being the alternative^ he con- 
'. X tended 
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ttnded ftrongly for the neceiEty of employing theoi) and i^as 
fcady to iubmit bis condu^ on that ground, to the jud^aietit 
of the Houfe, whenever the meafure and the motives whioh 
led to it came under difcuifion. 

Tfat Right Honourable T. Townjhend contended that the 
Houfe was not in pofieffion of any ipecies of parliamentary 
proof whatever, to induce it to fuppofe that overtures had 
been made by the Congrefs to the Indian powers ; on the con^ 
trary, from the bed information, the face was the dire£t re* 
ycrfe. There had been a meeting between perfons on the part 
•f the Colonies and the Indian chiefs, and there, it was well 
known, that all the deputies defired was, a neutrality on tbt 
pan of the Indians. One of the firft public %dis of the Con« 
grcTs befides, was, a letter^ addrefTed to the feveral Indian pa* 
tions, in which they ftated the utmoft of their deiires to be n^ 
tttore than an acquiefcence in this neutrality 1 but granting the 
/a£l as ftated by the noble Lord in its fulleft extent to be tme, 
%t would not fiieet the main objedton ftated by the honourable 
cemltman who made the motion, which was, not that thofe 
mrbarities would be exercifed on men with arms in their 
tuods^ or made captives in (>attle ; but on innocent, peaceable 
ipeople in their dwellings and habitations : unlefs therefore the 
noble I^ord would makeoqe fuppofition more, which was, that 
the flaves in the Southern Colonies, as well as the favages, 
would make a foiced march over to Great Briuin, and exe<» 
:cute here what the two proclamations now read invited them 
to perpetrjite in America, the pretence of employing them 
to murder old men, women, and children, inftead of making 
war againft their armed enemies, even in their ufual way, was 
entirely at an end« He then gave an account of Lacorne, and 
bis method of adting, when he had the command of the Indians. 
Governor FwjnaiU No man can have a more determined 
abhorrence of the employing the Indian favages in our wars, 
tiian I have ; becaufe no man, in this Houfe at leaft, has had 
occafion to know fo much of this matter, as it fell to my lot 
to have during the laft war. My horror of their cruel fer- 
Vices does not arife from the paintings of imagination, but 
fh>m what I have known of the fa^ : there is not fo bellifli, 
fo unfair an engine of war, as the fervice of the Indian fa-> 
vage, when mixed in with the wars of civilized nations. 
What then muft we think of it i What muft be our feelings, 
when they are employed in a war between parts of thofame 
nation, branches of the iame family^ in the war between us 
an4 our biethron* 

The 
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The mntaal feelings of hamanity, and a fpirit of honoury 
have» amidft civilized nations, defined even rights, and given 
hws to a ftate of war ; have laid a reftraint on havocl^ and 
given limits to deftruSion and blood(hed. There are^ even 
in rigours^ of war, the jura beliiy which civilized nations have 
adopted, and do almoft univcrfally obferve. The war of the 
favage, inftead of being a conteft of right by power, regulated 
and reftrained by any feelings of honour or humanity, is an 
uniiBftrained eftufion of the paffions of revenge and bloo^* 
thirftinefp,^ ctrtart odijs^ is a war ofiiniverSl ravage and 
devaftation to utter deftcuftion ; inftead of giving laws to 
war, it gives the name and cfk& of right to every cruel 
exertion of paffion, revenge, and barbarity, jufque datum 
fideri* If, therefore, the Indians have ever, in this war, 
been employed in any cafe where an abfolute unavoidable 
and dired neceffity did not call for it, nothing can ever juftify 
it>— il am fure my opinion never Ihall. I confider therefore 
the cafe of this American war; its operations are combined 
with the nature of the country, more than half a wildernefs, 
and with the interefts and nature of the Indians who inhabit 
this wildernefs. No war can be carried on in that country 
in which the Indians will not mix. That belligerent powe^ * 
which hath not them with it, will have them againft it. 
The idea of a neutrality is a delufive notion, and impradlii- 
cable in fad \ and never was taken up by any party, but as 
a fuccedaneum, to be tried after fuch party had mifcarried 
in the attempt, to engage the Indians to aft oifFcnfively with 
them, Thefe were the politics of the French in the laft war \ 
after we had got the Indians from them, and engaged to us, 
their whole efforts were employed to engage the Indians 
to a neutrality. The fame fpirit of politics, on the fame 
ground, led the Congrefs, in this war, (after they had ftiled 
in their attempt to engage confederated Indians,) to follow 
the plaufible line of neutrality in the temper of moderation 
and humanity. They are an inrormed, a wife, and a prudent 
body of men ; all their conduft has been meafured by the 
rules which wifdom and prudence didkte ; they, therefore, 
firft tried to engage the Indians, knowing that there is an 
abfolute, unavoidable, and diredl neceffity of employing 
the Indians ofFenfively, and mixing theiti in with their arms 
and operations. Without referring to, or quoting the whole 
courfe of the French and Englifh politics, in America, 
refpeding this matter j and their various attempts to en- 
gage and fecure-the arms of the Indians to their refpeftive 
party s I will inform the Houfe^ that one and almoft the Colei 
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purpofe of theCongrefs ofdepuries from all the colonies in 
America, convened and held at Albany in 17549 was to per*, 
fuade and engage the Indians of the Five Nations and their 
allies to take up the hatchet (in aid of the Britifh caufe) 
againft the French. So much for the fpirit of American poli-p 
tics in this cafe. And, in confequence of the abfolute un- 
avoidable and diredl neceffity of fuch meafures the inftruc- 
tions given laft war uniformly by the feveral fucceedfng 
mmiflers, to General Braddock, to General Shirley, to Lord 
Loudon, to General Abercrombie, and General Amherft^ 
were to this very purpofe. 

From feeing that the Imdians muft be employed ; from feeing 
that the. neceflity was unavoidable ; from feeling, at the fame 
time, a honor of their being permitted to aft their cruelties 
in violation of every idea of humanity, contrary to every 
principle of the law of nations, znd the jura belli ohkrved by 
civilized nations amongft each other, it was, that, being in 
a fituation which gave a right and power to do it, formed 
in confqltation and concert with my friend, Colonel, after 
Sir William Johnfon, the plan of Indian adminiftration and 
efiablifhments, which put the Indians, when employed in 
conjunction with pur troops, under fuch a fuperintendency 
and lead as might direct their operations, in conformity to 
the laws of nations znd jura belli', the eftablifliment of the 
fuperintendency ; the forming the Indians into war compa- 
nies ; the getting war-leaders (by means agreeable to their 
own mode of choofing them ) appointed to command and con- 
dudl them ; the forms of rhe commiffions and inftrufiions, 
were all fettled at that time. From ^hat period, I believe 
few, if any, of thofe outrageous afts of cruelty and barba- 
rity, before experienced, have been committed. In the year 
1756, upon the appointment of Sir William Johnfon to be 
Colonel of the Six Nations, the Indians engaged to be em- 
ployed under Lord Loudon were formed into four compa- 
nies, with officers appointed over them. The forms of the 
commiffions and inftrudions fettled at that time were con- 
ffantly obferved during the whole of the laft war : and upon 
my afking the queftion in office, I have been told that the 
feme have been obferved during this unhappy war. If any 
commander in chief has at any time been induced, from any 
ideas, different from this preventive fyftem, to give a loofe 
to that rein by which the favage fpirit of the Indians was 
reftrained ; or, if any improper perfons have been employed, 
\r\io have encouraged, or even permitted the Indians to in« 

. . .. • . . dulgQ 
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dulge their old favage cruelty, fuch, I think, deferve the moft 
fevcre puniffament. We ought firft to inquire, whether the 
•like eftablifhments have been obfervcd ; whether the like 
commiilions and inftrudions have been i/Tued in this war as 
in the laft : we ought ferther to inquire, whether any improper 
people have been employed ? whether they have carried their 
command fo as to encourage or permit any cruelties or favage 
rigours in the execution ? We cannot condemn what from 
neceffity has been a conftant and invariable meafure in the 
American warfare, that of employing Indians : but if any 
favage barbarities, contrary to the law of nations and the 
jura belli^ have been committed, there our Icenfure ought to 
fall ; and in proportion as the fault rifes into criminality, that 
cenfure ought to' be accompanied with punifhment. So much. 
Sir, for what is paft. If the Houfe will indulge me to fpeak 
to arrangements, which I think might be taken for the future, 
refpeding thefe Indian fervices, I think the neceifity of em- 
ploying them may be avoided ; I know, and therefore fpeak 
dire£Uy, that any idea of an Indian neutrality is nonfenfe, 
is delufive, dangerous nonfenfe ; if both we and the Ameri- 
cans were agreed to obferve a ftridl neutrality in not employ- 
ing them, they would then plunder and fcalp both parties in- 
difcriminately oi> both fides. Although this is my opinion, 
founded on the knowledge and experience I have had in thefo 
matters, yet I am perfuaded, that if we and the Americans 
could come to fome ftipulation, or convention, that we would 
mutually, and in one fpirit of good faith, not fufFer the In- 
dians to internneddle, but to conuder and aft againft them as 
enemies, wherever they did execute any hoftilities againft any 
of the Britifti nation, equally, whether Englifh or Ameri- 
cans, all this horrid bufmefs might be prevented, or at leaft 
in great meafure reftrained. If government would in the 
true fpirit and temper of humanity adopt this idea, and if 
Parliament would by any means fiiid their way to give fan£lion 
to it ; if government, in this temper, and under this fan£lion, 
would propofe to the Congrefs the terms of fuch a conven- 
tion, I am certain, that the Congrefs would embrace it with 
fincerity, and execute it with good faith. This is a meafure 
that would have nothing to do with the objedl of the war; 
and yet this fpirit, thus aiming to regulate the means of re- 
ft raining its rigours and cruelty, might become the firft feed 
of peace. This would open grounds that might lead to 
mutual good difpofitions and good offices; .and who (ball fay 
what may not arife Out of this 3 I think, that I fee clearly, 

fuch 
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fucb abegioning wotild cn^tn jpeace; governoitnt will not 
commit any of its rights or interefts in making the propofal : 
the very making it would lay the grounds of agreement, 
[Here a mark of almoft general approbation fhowea itfelf bjr,* 
jfUar hiniy from all fides of the Houfe.] I hail the happy 
omen » I think I fee the fpirit of peace arifing in the Hou^ 
and may it animate all our breafts. I am fo confident that 
this mea(bre would be adopted and fucceed \ and that it would 
finally lead to the opening a treaty for peace itfelf; that if 
government will uke it up as a meafure, and this Houfe give 
Its fan6lion to it, I will, without commii&on, without pay^ 
or the expe£tation of any reward whatfoev'er, go myfelf to 
the Congreis, and make the propofal : and though I take 
With me no commilEon, by which government may be conot- 
aiitted ; yet if the propofal is accepted and agreed to, I will 
find a way to give afTurance to the Congrefs, that they may 
2j£k, on my propoial \ I will put myfelf into their hands as an 
)u3flage for the truth of what I propofe, and for the good 
faith of government. On this ground I am ready to fet out 
this moment. I feel not a little happy that what I have faid 
is well received by the Houfe ; whether it will be accepted 
and adopted by government| I know not. I feel that I have 
done my duty. 

Colonel Barre highly complimented Mr. Burke on his 
fpeech, and hoped he would pubUfh it, which if he did, he 
would go and nail it on every church-door, where he faw 
, the King's proclamation for the Fafl. He fhewed, from 
former tranfa£tions in the late war, how difficult it was for 
any general to keep the favages in any kind of order, efpe- 
cially where the number of regulars was not fufficient to over- 
awe them. He mentioned an inflance, in which he had the 
good fortune to preferve the life of a prifoner, but that it was 
with the utmofl difficulty and dexterity that he had accom- 
plifhed it by flealing as it were the man from their hands, not 
by dintof difcipline or threats. 

He mentioned that in the late affair between Colonel Sf. 
I/Cger and General Harkener, near Fort Stanwix, that fcve^ 
lal of the General's men being taken prifoners. Sir John 
Johnfon, who commanded the favages, finding feveral of the 
prifoners, who, from his own knowledge, were not friends to 
the American caufe» but forced into the fervice, he feparated 
them from the reft of the prifoners, putting them into a 
Jioufcj and telliQg the iudians, that they were his friends and 

their 



A. 177^ DEBATES. ij^ 

their perfens facred ; and yet in die night the houfirs were 
broke open, and thofe very men maflacred. 

Hon. yames Luttrell Tcpczttd Lord G. Germaine's words^ 
«* That if we were fure the Americans would not employ the 
Indians, if we ceafed to employ them, he fhould certainly 
prefer neutrality to fuch horrid maflkcre." Mr. Luttreli ob- 
)e£led to giving minifters the credit of preferring neutrality, 
when that neutrality was fo evidently in their power to be ac- 
quired, not by application to the £ivages, but to the Ameri- 
cans ; for if both iidet refufed to pay for fcalps, the Indians 
muft prefer the felling of furs, venifon, or wild fowl, to a hu- 
man butchery, attended with infinite danger to tbemfelves, 
and no profit. That they might be employed as pilots and 
hunters, though he thought their (hewing General Burgoyne 
the Hudfon's river had proved no advantage to this country^ 
Ht could not conceive neutrality an abfurdity, becaufe it 
would imply, that the minifler who ftated it to the Houfe zsz 
wife meafure was ignorant and uninformed ; and it was not 
common-fenfe to fay the American^ would not agree to it^ 
when they are the fuffcrers by the prefent employment of the 
ravages. He wifhed for the papers relative to negotiations 
with Indians, becaufe minifterial aiTertions were not equal to 
parliamentary proof, and tha^ their concealing the truth im- 
plied a fear of being juftly cenfured for a want of humanity, 
difgraceful to the charader of the nation, and of putting this 
country to unnecefFary expcnce. 

Governor Johnjione expatiated on the bad policy of era- 
ploying fuch a banditti. He gave the higheft compliments 
to Mr. Burke's oratory, and expreffed himfelf happy that 
on this day ftrangers were not admitted into the gallery, as 
it might have been to be feared that fo great would have 
been their indignation at the two Lords [North and Ger- 
maine], and to fuch a pitch of enthufiafm would they have 
been worked, that he fiiould have expelled the Lords would 
have been torn in pieces by the people in the way to their 
houfes. 

Mr. Rtghf pretty ftrongly declared, that there had been 
mtfmanagement fomewherc; that it ought to be inquired into, 
and the nation receive full fatisfa£tion. 

He vindicated the meafure of employing the favagcs, and 
faid they might be kept in order, as there was an inftance of 
General Amherft having done it in the late wan [In this he 
alluded to a ftory told by Colonel Barre, that General Am- 
herft had told the favages that for the future they ihould nc^ 

•murder 
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matdcc 2ay petfoai vpoa which ,3200 cf tbca left hbcaaap 
the next night«] 

Mr* darlei Fur oUenred, that the idci of the grmtrman 
who fyokt hk&j of keeping die (avages in order, was aa£dy 
lasa^izf to that of keeping the Americans Uk Tlur General 
Asnhcftt bad loft aH his men as iboa as he attempted it, as 
this nation had America. He prored, from tec dat» of the 
papers of the Congre£^ that the Americans had not e ut ercd 
jmo any treaiy wi:h the Civages uadl fix&e moodis after the 
date of the Englifli treaty, and flie«ed| that to prore the hSt 
was an addicioaal reaibo for producing the papers. He like- 
wife oUervtd, that the tone of minifters was gready altered : 
formerlv it was GodandKaturei now it was fimpte Nectffiij» 

hofi Norih {sl6j that he alio was glad that no fbangers 
were aidmittcd oa this day, though for anodier reaibn, viz. 
left they fliouid be worked up into an indignation and horror 
9tauaSt the gendemen on the other fide of the Houie for de- 
curing fcntiments fo contrary to thoi'e w&ich the honour and 
dignity of the country demanded. 

7*bat, in rc(pc£t to the eroplojrment of the favages, he 
looked on it as had, but unavoidable; that they were of that 
nature, that if one fide did not, they would enter immediately 
00 the other. 

That a^ to the negroes who were fet at liberty from their 
0iafterf, and infifted to join our army, the proclamation of 
Lord Dunmore did not call on them to murder their mafters, 
as bad been (aid in the debate, but only to uke up arms in 
defence of (heir fovereign; but that he was willing Lord 
Dunmore% proclamation fliould be laid on the ubie, that, if 
reprch'^nrible, it might be attended to. 

I'bat a« to cruelty, be had been informed that feveral of 
the provincials had bten hanged up, by a dozen at a time, for 
tut O'her crime but th^t of driving their hogs or catde to the 
£n|^i(b C4mp, which camp was n-Jt in any need cf provlGons, 
havifig been completely furniihed from the country with as 
mMch '*% would laft them months; and therefore the provifions 
UiMtdtd to be brought in were for the ufe of the inhabitants of 
yuil4iUi\[thl4y not ofthe armv. He called on the military gen- 
(trmett in the Houfe to declare if this proceeding was war- 
faff(4:d by the rules of war of any nation whatever. 

(icneral Conway faid, that the noble Lord's queftion could 
only be anfwered by the circumftances of the thing. That 
when a iu^n was befieged or blockaded, and the General who 
commanded (uch ficge or blockade had hopes- of fuccefs by 
flarving the otbersy aiid (bould then publidi that no perfon 

ihould 



A. 1778. DEBATES.' if 

ihould bring iti provifions on pain of death, that a breach of 
fuch orders would be fo punifhed, and the General excufablei 
but. if ftorming the enemy was not the point aimed at, they 
fcldom proceeded to fuch extremities. That it was neceflary 
to know the precife time When Wafliington had done this (it 
he had done it) as he believed there was a point of time when 
the army had not taken Mud-Ifland, and might be fuppofed to 
want provifions, 

Mr. Gilbert faid a few words againft having the papers. 

The Houfe divided, For the queftion 137, againft it 223, 

Mr. Burke then moved, That an humble addrefs be pre- 
fcnted to his Majefty, that he will be gracioufly pleafed to 
give direftions, that there be laid before this Houfe, copies of 
all treaties and conventions with the Indians of North Ame- 
rica, and all meffages, fpeeches, and fymbols, fent by any 
pcrfons a<Sting in his Majefty's fervice, or under their orders, 
from the i ft day of March 1774, fo far as the fame have been 
received. It pafTed in the negative. 

That there be laid before this Houfe, an account of all 
money, arms, ammunition, ftores, and the quantity, kind, 
and value, of goods, given to the faid Indians, or to any of 
them, or configned to any perfon to be given to them, or any 
of them, on account of his Majefty, or any perfon employed 
in his or the public fervice, from the firft March 1774. It 
paiTed in the negative. 

That there be laid before this Houfe, an account of the- 
numbers, nations, and names of chiefs, of the American 
Indians, who have been in arms againft the colonies in North 
America, fmce ift March 1774; as alfo of thofe who havfc 
a£ted in his Majefty's armies, with their ftate and numbers, 
as by the laft returns, and where employed. It pafted in the 
negative. 

That there be laid before this Houfe, an account of the 
number of Negroes of Virginia, who have repaired to his 
Majefty's ftandard, from the ift of March 1774, and the 
corps which they formed or were embodied in, together with 
the names of the officers commanding the faid corps, and ferv- 
ing therein ; as alfo their number and condition, as by the laft: 
return. It pafTed in the negative. 

That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that 
he will be gracioufly pleafed to give diredions, that there be 
laid before this Houfe, copies of all orders given, and infor- 
mations received, relating to the raifmg Negroes for his Ma- 
jeftv's fervice, in North Carolina and South Carolina. It 
pafled in the negative* Adjourned to February o. 

Vol. VIII.' C Fibruar^ 



is PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

February 9. 



Piiv^ie buflnefs. 
Nq debsite« 



February 10. 



February il* 

Houfe in committee on the ftate of the nation. Before the 
Speaker left the chair, Lprd North faid, he ihould on Tuef- 
day next (the 17th) propofe to the Houfe a plan of concilia- 
tion with America. 

Mr. Pulteney having taken the chair, Mr. Fox rofc, and 
ftated a great number of* fa6i:s relative to the army ferving in 
America, which iac^s wer« founded on cbnclufions, from the 
information ojp the table. 

He obferved, that there was fuch a number of efFedlive mtn 
in America (6864) in the year 1774; that by comparing thu 
reinforcements fent out the next year, added to the forces then 
on the fpof, with the returns at the conclufion of that year^ 
it would give the total deficiency, which under its ieveral 
beads amounted to the total bfs ; fo with the years 1776 and 
J777 : thus by adding to the number of men ferving in Ame- 
rica the firft year, the reinforcements and recruits of eachi 
fiicceffive year, and comparing the amount of thofe feveral 
totala with the laft return?, the difference between the latter 
aod the former (hewed exaftly the lofs of men flain in battle, 
or dead, or otberwife incapacitated for fervice, by wounds, 
captivity, and ficknefs. 

This, he obfcrvcd, was the Itrft part of his plan, to afcer- 
tain the lofs of lives, and lofs of fervice, under thefe refpec- 
tive heads ; the other part of it would be, to eftimate the lofs 
Qf treafure, which he computed, at the loweft computation^ 
to be full twenty-five millions (pent, which, with twenty 
thoufand lives loft, that being the difference, he faid, between 
the troops ferving in America at the comnoencement of the 
war, and the whole of the embarkations, he appealed to the 
judgment of the committee, whether it was not full time (con- 
£dering that we had gained nothing, or next to nothing, by 
this fatal conteft hitherto, but a powerful, numerous, and 
well-difciplined enemy, inftead of an undifciplined rabble, to 
contend with) to think of the critical and alarming fituation 
of public affairs. Whether* our refources of men and money 
were equal to the djf&cult and hazardous tafk of conqueft ; or 
if that ihould appear, on inquiry, to be totally impradica^ 
ble, whether Parliament (hould not, and that immediately, 
devife fome means for putting an end to our public calamities, 
and endeavour to avert thofe imminent dangers wi(b which 

we 
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we are threatened on every fide. If minifters while they hold 
out the plan, will at the fame time have the candotrr to a<i.* 
quaint the Hbufe, how rtiuch treafure has beeii wafted, horHr 
many lites have been loft, how many difgrades have bc6h 
brought on the natioti, bfy this mad, improvident, and de^ 
ftru6tive war, h6 wobld moft certainly join them \ that twentjr- 
five tnillions of mohey had been already fpent, or the faith <tf 
the naftion hath; been pledged for the expenditure ; arid that 
twenty thoufand* live& had been thrown away to no nrranner cf 
purpofe; but, if -at all pr&dicable, to make conciliation infi-» 
nitely more difikult than if the fv/ord had never been draWi/^ 
a fhrlling fpent, or a life loft. 

He gave the moft ample teftimony to the bravery and go6d 
eondfiS of the generals ; and contended, that they miicar- 
ried, not for want of fkill in their profeflion, or from negi- 
left of duty, but merely becaufe they were employed in ft 
fervice, in which it was impoffible for them to fucceed j atrd 
if Ainifters fhewed any trace of wifdom throughout their 
whole coftduft, it was in their choice of the officers they fent 
out, though they now bafely .infinuated, that it was only iti 
the choice of generals that they were deceived J and that it 
was to their fault alone, that all our mifcarriages in the pf6^ 
fecution of the meafures could be juftly imputed. 

He faid, he had been informed, that it was intended to 
fend but other generals, and on that ground, that great ex^ 
pe£!ations were formed from the next campaign: but, fot 
his part, he expefted, that whoever fhould fucceed to the 
prefent gentlemen in command, would juft meet with the 
fame fsttc of their predeceflbrs; they would be one d^ 
charged with indolence, inadtivity, and want of fpirit 5 wrtn 
a defigned procrafttnatroit of the war, from motives of hrere 
afid private intereft j and the next, with Q^iixotifm, kn?glit* 
errantry, and exceeding the inflfruftions under which thejr 
were to aft. He turned again to the intended propofition Of 
the noble Lord in the blue riSbon, and aflured his LofTdfliip, 
that if his plan Was a fair, open one, founded in juftice and 
good poKcy, ariti warranted by the principles of the C6nftitrf- 
tion, he Would venture to anfwer for his fide of the Hotife, 
that it would meet with theif moft hearty coWcXirrence . Me 
feared it would not anfwer this defcriprion i becadfe he coufd 
hardly be perfu^ded, trtilefs the tdea of tyraiiny, crifelty, and . 
meannefs were infeparable, that the faftie men ^o had r^- 
jefted the moft humble petitions and dutiful rembnftfafices 
with haughtinefs and contempt, could ever confent 16 hold 
out any plan which wa^ nmnt to fecare tboft rights v^ieh 
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they had all along attempted to annihilate by the fword, there- 
by adding tyranny and cruelty to oppreffion and injuftice. 
Jle then read his feveral refolutions, which amounted to t^'elve 
jo- number; that there was fuch a number of troops in Ame- 
rica in 1774, fo many fent in 1775* total of that year, and fo 
on with 1776 and. 1777, which ought, on the whole, in the 
Jatter year to have amounted to 48,000 efFedlive men and a 
fraftio'n.; that by the laft returns, foreigners and Britifli includ-* 
cd, did not amount to more than 28,000, confequently the lofs 
,was 20,000 men. Froni whence he drew thi? conclufion, that 
if with fuch a number of troops fo little could be done, it was 
clear, that the carrying on the war, either to terrify the Ame- 
ricans into obedience, or to fubdue them, was imprafticable. 

His firft.refolution moved was; Refolved, that it appears 
to this committee, that in the year 1774^ the whole.of the land 
forces ferving in North America did not amount to niore than 
6864 tSe&iwQ men, officers included. 

hori Barrington faid, he highly difapproved of tlie niotion, 
as improper and ill-timed : but when he knew fome of the 
honourable gentleman's propofed refolutions were not found- 
.(cd in fafl:, he had no difficulty in giving them a direfl: nega- 
tive. The honourable gentleman ftated, that 20,000 men 
had been loft already in this war ; this, he contended, was 
/ounded in grofs error, for, by the returns which he had in 
his hand, it plainly appeared, that inftead of 20,000 men 
being loft, the whole amount of the killed, . in the courfe of 
.the three, years war, was.no more than 1200. He did not 
^can to include in that number thofe who died natural deaths, 
,or deferted, or were made prifoncrs, or. were- unfit for fervice 
through wounds or ficknefs, but fuch. only as were (lain in 
Tbattle. If, therefore, the refolution concerning the Idfs of 
men was to go out into the world, it would convey a very 
.falfe idea, and looking on it in that light, he ihould give it his 
hearty negative. 

Mr. Gren'Oilh^ in an anirtiated fpeech, condemned the con- 
dudl of the American war. He acknowledged, that he al* 
ways thought, and ihould ever pontinue to think, be the 
^vent of the preferit conteft what it way, that tailiament 
!had a right to have a controul over America ; to levy taxes, to 
regulate its trade, and fecure the monopoly of its commerce. 
-The eftablilhing and maintaining of colonies would be folly, 
were it otherwifej the protecting them, when they were not 
^ble to proteft and defend themfelves, at a very great ex pence, 
which has ever been, and always muft be the cafe, from the 
^nature of fiich cftablifhments, would not be folly, butmad- 
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jiefs in the extreme, if, when they arrived at a ftate of ftrcngth 
and maturity, to be no longer in want of our aid, they were* 
to be at liberty entirely to throw off all dependence, and diC-| 
claim all connexion with the parent-ftate, and, by fo doing,- 
eftablifli their own greatnefs on the ruin of the mother-coun-* 
try. It w;as upon thefe principles that he had fupported thfe* 
wari in whigh he had but one objeft, revenue, Thefe princi-. 
pies w^re now become merely matter of fpsculation ; fuch a$^ 
they were, however, he fhould evet retain them ; he there-! 
fore did not mean by his vote of that day to abandon them }* 
but meant to confider the queftion of expediency, which muft 
decide upon the war. He deplored the difgrace brought not' 
upon our arms, bat on oor counfels, by the rafh undigefted ex- 
pedition from Canada. He lamented the little protection given, 
to our commerce, the weight of infurance, the ftate of our' 
public credit J to thefe circumftances he muft yield; but that 
he hoped the day of retribution would come, when minifters 
might be called to a fevere account for the infamy which they 
have brought upon this country, by their condudl of a war, 
into which they had deceived the country, by promifes of a* 
revenue which they now abandoned. He obferved, that the 
noble Lord at the head of the treafury, had informed the 
Houfe, that he would, in a few da}^s, propofe to its confidera- 
tion a plan of conciliation. He fin6erely wiflied it might fuc- 
ceed ; but he had every reafon in the world to believe it would 
not. A previous confidence between the parties was the very 
bafts of every fpecies of treaty-making. The noble Lord him- 
felf would not venture to fay, that was the cafe between mi- 
nifters and the prefent governing powers in America. It was 
well known, that every poflible occafion had been given by the 
prefent adminiftration, to fix in the breafts of the people of. 
America, and their leaders, the moft rooted hatred and in- 
veterate rancour. Under fuch circumftances of difappoint- 
ment and difgrace on one fide, and fuch provocations on the 
other, he would appeal to the candour of thi.fe whole difpo- 
fitjons might carry them to the greateft lengths, in point of" 
expeflation, whether there was the moft diftaht profpecSl of 
any good to arife from a treaty, when condudled by men on 
the part of .Great Britain, who were univerfally execrated from 
one end of the North American continent; to the otlier — ^^Men, 
whofe beft and fincereft intentions would be only interpreted 
as lures to cnfnare and betray. He was ready to give the 
noble Lord all poflible credit for his candour; but whatever 
his iritentions may be, he feared that the effeft of his propofed 
plan, partly from the reafons jtift mentioned, and partly froov 
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the nature of the pjan itfelf, woyld be, iiot to be accepted pf 
by America j which woi|ld furnifli minifters with an apology 
to try the experiment of one (nore fatal and difgraceful cain- 
paign^ after which, he would venture to predift, that all 
further attempts to fubdue or treat with Anierica, would be 
at an end, and that country irretrievably loft for ever to this 

He concluded in nearly the following words : The moment 
is critica). I do not think, notwithftanding all th^t has hap-, 
pened, but the Colonies may, by proper meafures, be yet 
Drought back to a ftate of conftitutional obedience ; apd that 
y^e may once more recover their afFe£lions. If there be a 
nian, who has ferved this nation with honour to himfelf, and 
glory to his country ; if there be. a man, who has carried the 
arms of Britain triumphant to every quarter of the globe, and 
that beyond the.moft fanguine expeflations of the people; if 
there be a man of whom the houfe of Bourbon ftands more 
peculiarly in awe ; if there be a man in this country, vyhq 
iinites the confidence of England and America, is not he the 
proper perfon to treat with America, and not thofe who havp 
linifprmly deceived or opprefled them? There is not one 
prefent, who is ignorant of the perfon to whom I allude, 
Vou all know that I mean a noble and near relation : [Lord 
Chathao),] He is the man whom his Majefty ought to call 
to his councils, becaufe the Americans revere him, and the 
"Mnbiafled p^rt of the nation would moft cheerfullv truft their 
dcar^ft jpterefts with him. I know the little paltry infinua-? 
tion$ ]whicb qf)ay be thrown out againft the language { now 
hold ; and c^nonly fay to them, that I defpife them as much as 
I ^11 do gny man capable of ufing them : and knowing that 
there 14 not the man nor the obje£l in this country capable of 
fliaking me crofs that board againft my opinion, I truid that 
this Hpufe will at leaft give me credit for the fincerity with 
^bich I deliver it ; and if it fliall be found, that it is to him tQ 
lyhom the nation looks forward for its falvation, it is a duty 
which I am bold to. fay his Majefty owes to his people, to 
:^vail himfelf of fuch refpe£i:able alSftancc, 
^ Lord North faid, as he never meant to negotiate away the 
tight? of this country, to procure himfelf any temporary con- 
venience ; fo he never wifhed to encroach on thofe of Ame- 
rica, His own private opinion never varied : but if his pro^ 
pofitioq fhduld not meet with the approbation of the majority 
of that Houfe, or that it ftiould undergo any alteration, ii^ 
cither event, he would gladly acquiefce. A^ to the particu-* 
ij^r favourable difpolition of An>erica towards individuals or 
parti^si iQ th^^t or the gtl^er Hou(<?> by pvery thing that had 
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yet appeared) ail' men and all parties ieemed equally. oIh 
noxious to them ; and whenever propofitions came t0 ht 
made, he Was inclined to believe thfe obj^dl of the colonies 
would not be who it w^s that made them, but whether they 
were fuch as anfwered their own expedlations. For his p^fC^ 
he was ready and willing to refign the jditagreeabli^ taflc t& 
whoever was thought better quiiiihed, artd was contented t^ 
accept of it. He wiflied as fincerely for pacification as an^ 
one petfon in. either Houfe ; and fo the end was obtainedj it 
^a^ a rnitter of no confequence to him by vVhom, or in what 
manner it was obtained. He, then fpbke to the qu'eftion, an4 
was againft the riiotion, faying, that though he had approved 
of the purport of the motion, he could not agr^ to it whilfc 
there remained (o great a difference in the calculation, be;- 
tween the honourable gentleman who rhade it, and the noble 
Lord from whofe particular office the papers came. If, there- 
fore", the motion was not withdrawn till the difference in cal- 
culation, which was in the proportion oi» fixteert to one, was 
reconciled, he (hould move to report fome progrefs, 

Mtm Burke remarked that the fentiments, opinions^ pro- 
mifes, and affurances of the minifter, were cohflantly in a re- 
gular, fucceffive, uniform ftate of dontradiSion to each othef, 
in refpeft of every matter relative td the American meafuf<is 
and American war. On the prefent occafion, he rofe inftahtly, 
he faid, after the noble Lord [Lord North] left, if he deferri^d 
it only a few minutes longer, thfe noble Lord's memory migh? 
fail him. 

Lord Ongley was againft the motion, and declared himfelf 
to be Againft any meafure of accommodation, {hart of c6rri-r 
pelllng America, in the firft inftance, to acknowledge the 
fupreme right of Parliament. 

Sir Richard Suitdn fpake nearly to the fame purport, and ex-» 
pt^ffi^d his difapprobation of the refolution, as only tending to 
cricoarage our rebellious fubjedls in Atiifcrica to refufe tvtty 
rcafonabie plan of accommodation which thitiifters might 
think proper to offer them. 

Lord Nugent was againft the propofed refolution. He af- 
firmed, on his ponfcierice, he was fatisfied that minifters had 
purfued the beft m^afures, though they had unhappily failed. 
As there Was fo imtnenfe a difference between the accounts 6f 
the two honourable gentleiticn (Mr. Fox and Lord Barring- 
ton] he could not fee, till that was fettled, how it was poffi-r 
ble for the debate to fee continued. fJe f^id, he diiapproved 
of this inquiry from the beginning ; and ej;perience had taught 
biiti, that s multiplicity of papers f^rved not %o inform but to 
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pciplex; and related the following anecdote, in proof of his 
genial afiertion. The late King, ibon after bis zcccf^on^ 
toid.^tr Robert Walpole, that he would himfelf fee all papers 
of confidence, befpre any meafures were taken upon them* 
Sir Robert was alarmed, and went to confult his brother Ho- 
race, wbat was befl to be done. Horace feeing him fo un- 
€sSyj laughed^ and advifed him to give the King more than be 
afked; ^^ Giye him all the papers, and I dare fay, he will 
j|bon have enough of them." Sir Robert took his advice, and 
carried him a cart full, telling his Majefly, that he had paid 
feyeral extra clerks, to aiBft i^n getiing more ready ; and in« 
iprmed .him further, that he believed, when the whole were 
copied, they would fill five carts more. The King told himj 
be need not gpt any more ready till he heard his further dl« 
regions qn thefubjed ; the confequence of which was, th^t 
Sir Robert never heard a fyllable more of papers from his Ma- 
jefly as long as he remained in office. His Lordfbip con- 
cluded with moving^ that the chairman fl^ould leave the chaic, 
report fome progrcfs, arid defire leave to fit again. 

Mr. T. Townjhend replied, that the honourable gentleman's 
twelve refolution^ did not amount to twelve cart-loads, nqr 
did all the papers called for; but if the noble Lord who con- 
troverted the truth ot fome of the refolutions [Lord Barring- 
ton] fent in papers of a different complexion to thofe he fpoke 
frpm himfelf, and which he held in his handj it was no won- 
der there were miflakes in the calculations, and juft fuch mif- 
takes too as the noble Lord pleafed. In the courfe of his 
fpeech^ he mentioned that, to his knowledge, miniflers had 
lafl week fent leave of abfence tq General Howe, who would 
doubtlefs be on his return borne when the noble Lord's con- 
ciliatory propofition arrived in America. 

XjOxA John Cavendijh entreated the committee to turn its 
attention from trifles, and think ferioufly on the flate of this 
country; and whether their properties in land and flocks were 
not now too yearly at flake, not to fuggefl the moft alarming 
apprehcnfions, 1 he funds daily falling in value, commerce 
rapidly declining, in bis opinion, were motives fufficient to 
roijfe the nation to a proper fenfe of danger. 

Mr. Ellis cenfured the inquiry, faiJit could he produ£liv,e 
of no good, and might of great mifchief ; faid, that a fall of 
ilock, and fufpenfion of. commerce in fcrme of its branches, 
were the ufual, nay the inevitable confequences of a flate of 
war ; but, independent of any other cbnfideration, he fhould 
vote to adjourn the committee, and report fome progrefs, be- 
caufe it was evident, that the hofiourable gentlen^an who 
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mp^e4 thereTolutiion^ WA9 miftaken iii the calculations on 
which they were founded. ", * 

. Colonel 'Barrej after maintaining the truth of the refolu* 
tions moved by his honourable friend, obferved on the pro* 
pofuion promifed by the npbie Lord in the blue ribbon on 
Tuefd2U|r, that he cxpe£led no good from it, as the conduct of 
minjfters had from the fi^ft of the American buAnefs becfi 
fhuffling (for jt.deferved no better name} both to this countrj 
aqd the colonies. 

Mr, Fox infifted that 5{0,ooo.men had been loft, at leaft 
the greater part, of theipj to this country, though they were 
not all flain in battle ; and he deHed the noble Lord at the 
bead of the war department to prove where 6000 of them, in- 
cluding.prifoners or fick, were to be had ; for that by the laft 
returns . the Britifb and foreign troops amounted to no more 
than 28,000, though we paid for 48,000 men. 

Mr, 4ubreyi after having fpqke to the queAion, in which he 
praifed the conduct of the Americans, particularly their mode 
of Piiaking war, by which he fhewed the impojBbility of 
fuccefs by our arms> concluded with obferving, that all he 
ihould fay to the intended motion of reconciliation juft menr 
tioned by the noble Lord [Lord North] was, that after the 
violent meafures fo long carried on by that noble Lord, 
and his- equs^lly violent declarations of perfevering in them^ 
until he had brought America proftrate at his feet, he could 
not but look upon that intended motion as a proof that the 
poble Lord thought fuccefs hopelefs, and perfeverance im* 
pradlicable. 

General Conway replied to Lord Barrington, and faid, if 
bis honourable friend had been miftaken, it muft be becaufe 
he was defignedly led aftray by the manner the office papers 
were made out. This, however, could not properly afFeft the 
truth of his other refolutions, though he had been miftaken 
in one or two ; but he w^ convinced (hat every one of them 
was fuhftantially right. 

The Houfe divided; ayes, to report fome progrefs, 26^1 
no^s, 149. 

Adjourned to February 13. 

February 13. 

Houfe in Committee of Supply. 

M,r. Bul/er moved, that 781,911/. be granted for the ordi- 
nary and extraordinary ferviccs of the navy for 1778. With 
refpei^ to the cftimat^s of both thefe fervices, he fkidy that 
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they did liot difffer very materiall]^ from the grants of pre- 
ceding years, - . ■ 
Mr. Temple Lutfrell. He feid, he was very glad to meet 
the gentlemen of the Admiralty Board in Committee, becatife 
he might be indulged with rifing a^fecond and third time, if 
tailed upon fo to do. He rem&rked, that a noble Lord [Lord 
Miilgrave] had, on a former day, when the. Speaker was in the 
chair, accufed him of ufing too fcvere a language towards a 
noble Earl at the head of the navy department. This he 
^ifavowed ; he had indeed charged that perfon with dangerous 
and grofs errors in his public capacity; and he held it tn* 
cumbent on him to fupport fuch an attack by very fubftantlM 
proofs, which he was nfow ready to undertake ;--4ie had been 
alfo allowed the laft official returns of the fquadron of Ja* 
maica, *' ltc(l> as was thrown out by a formal oppofition to hii 
requeft, he might prefume the motion made by him was of 
Ibme material confequence." He had, at the fame time, 
been told, with a contemptuous fnecr, and much afTurance, 
*♦ that he might go home with what glee he was mafter of, 
fully perfuaded that the Britifli navy was not in the bad ftatc 
he bad flattered himfelf to be the cafe." For his part, he 
could never admit, that, in a Houfe of Parliament, the im^ 
portance of any public queftion was to be adjudged from the 
individual weight and authority of the member virho fuggefted 
it 5 in that Houfe all members were equal in their delegated 
chara<9er from the people; and from whatever quarter 2^ 
motion might originate, it ougjit to Hand or fall by its own 
intrinfic merits ; neither did he, by any means, rejoice in th6 
calamitous ftate of the BKtt(h fleet; he thought be gave the 
ftrongeft and cleared demonftration of his earneft wiflies to 
have the navy reftored to its former flourifhtng condition. 
When he was thus zealous to inveftigate and correft the real 
abufes, frauds, and iniquitous pra6Hces made ufe of by the 
Admiralty, he expreffed his wimes, that the Houfe, in the? 
Committee upon the ftate of the nation, would have beguft 
their inquiry by firft confiderfng what naval force we could 
aftually command, in cafe of a rupture with France and 
Spain ; it is on the fujjeriority of our fleet the fafety of Great 
Britain muft depend ; and the examination into the fufficiency 
of our land forces, for the internal duty of thefc iflands, 
whether 16,000 or more, muft arife out of the prior decifion, 
whether we had maritime ftrength enough to keep the French 
from landing on our coaft under cov%r of a fuperior fquadrofi 
of Ihips of war ; but he made no doubt the gentlemen of the 
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minority, with whom be had hitherto uniformly coK>perat^df 
would not be difpofed to waAe time in quedions of trifling 
detail, or at beft of but fecondary import, which might jufily 
draw down the cenfure of the v/hole nation on^ch^ proceeding 
of Parliament at this crifis ; therefore hoped they would fe- 
rioufly and efFe^ually i^rge the important confiderations of 
the ftate of the Britim fleet, and difculSons of fuch magni- 
tude as fundamentally zSeStod the intereft and prefervation of 
|i)c empire. 

Mr. J^utirell denied that the efti mates were materially the 
lame as in other years : the extraordinary fum total exceeding 
siny of former times by 50,000/. and the ordinary repairs, 
wear and tear, &c. of fbips out of cbmmiffion, when theve 
are only about fourfcore on that lift, comes to as much ai 
^as charged on 250 ihips and vefTels of the like, defcription^ 
before the American war broke out^ being little (hort of 
J 70,000/. ^ 

Mr. Ellis afiured the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft 
be bad been much mifinformed 3 that he rather commended 
. than blamed his zeal for urging an inquiry into the large 
iums granted for the ufes of the navy ; he confefled that, in 
general, they met with too little regard fron) the members of 
that Houfe ; but he could venture to afiure the honourable 
gentleman, that he had been much misinformed as to the 
mal-application of the liberal gifts of Parliament for that 
moft elTential obje£l i— he had been long well acquainted witk 
the navy department, and been honoured more than once with, 
a poft of rank and confidence in that line ; he had not ob« 
ierved any grofs abufes in thofe ^o now preiided over it, 
and hoped the navy was in a much better fituation than the 
honourable gentleman had furmifed, and wpuld fo be found 
when the day of trial (hould come i — there muft, of courfe, 
be vaft grants for fo extenfivc a department of government as 
that of our marine, efpecialiy for building, rebuilding, and 
repairs, immediately after the clofe of iuch a weighty war as 
the iaft, when the (hips would be found in a great meafure 
worn out, and miift be replaced with new ones 5 and there* 
fore, for a few years of the peace juft following war, your 
efiimates will be higher than in fubfequent times. As to the 
s^rticle of the monies granted for the navy, the Admiralty 
Board could only be made accountable for wch fums as they 
ai^ually drew out of the ^reafury, and not for all the fums 
which were voted by Parliament upon eftimates ftated to be 
for that feryice. He di^ not wonder at gentlemea being iiir-> 
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prifed af the n:2gi»t-jde of ftmi^ demanded for repairs, but at- 
Criboced the nccdEty cf f jch dcmards to the badneft cf timber 
with which many of on new flirps had been bui!?, but that he 
boped the quantity cf trmber tn our deck -yards would give 
time for the wood to be b^ttfr feafoned, and fitter for fervice; 
a quantity, he faid, never known in your dock-yards before 
thss firft Lord of the Admiralty came to the Board. 

Mr* Temple LuttrelL For what relates to the timber for 
ibip' building and repairs, imported from abroad, I attribute 
much of the ruinous ftate of your fliips of war. Thofe rll- 
jodged contracto, when the qu^Jity is found fo very faulty and 
pemicfouf, the quantity thereof can only be brought in argu-r 
ment Xo fliew the magnitude of the mifchief : it is this fo- 
jeign tinrber which ha«, I fear, entailed rottennefs on your 
fleet ; and if the tall fire in your dock-yards had made a pro- 
vidential fweep of all your oak from Steiten, I bdievc it 
would have more than compeniated for its deflrudlion of 
other truly valuable articles. He thought the right ho- 
nourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis] had, in faft, argued much 
more forcibly againft the prefent naval adminiftration, than 
he had ever prefumed to do, alledging, that the largeft grants 
iot the extraordinaries of the navy, (that is, building, re-^ 
building, and repairs) wai of courfe neceffary for fome few 
years immediately after the war. This maxim might indeed 
reafonably warrant the late Mr. Grenville, or Lord Egmont, 
in applying to Parliament for an advanced allowance on this 
head when they prefided at the Admiralty ; or might have 
juftificd that illuffrious fea-officer £Lord Hawke] when he^ 
was at the head of the Board, had the extraordinaries then 
come up to the prefent enormous fum. The demand now 
made thereon was near half a million fterling, and far ex- 
ceeded rcquifitions of the kind attempted by any of Lord 
Sandwich's prcdeceflbrs in office. The noble Earl came to 
the head of the navy eight years after a profound peace. In- 
cluding the prefent eftimates, the Houfe of Commons will 
have given that noble Earl about two millions one hundred 
thoiifand pounds for building, rebuilding, and repairing the 
fliips and vcfleis of his Majefty's navy, that is, the mere hull, 
mafls, and yards, over and above near 8oo,coo/. for the keep- 
ing and prcferving the hulls of his Majefty's (hips out of com- 
nnifion, and above 6oo,oco/. for extra (lores, exclu(ive of 
what was allowed by the nation to repleni(h the (lores con-' 
fumeJ by the fire at Portfmouth dock-yard, and exclufive of 
Cundry confidcrable demands for timber, &<:• fet forth in the 
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navy-debt. More money had therefore been granted 1>jr the 
nation to the noble Earl [Lord Sandwich] by. this country, 
pn the extraordinary eftiiiiate alone, than would hav:e .built 
from the ftocks, jigged ^and , con:plctely equipped for ica, 
{independent of navy-ordnance, which is a diftin^ and weighty 
charge in the public accounts) one hundred men of war of 
the line of battle. And what is the adlual condition of. your 
ibips at prefent? Of the whole navy of Great Britain, not 
more, at the utmoft, than fifty of the line of battle, (in- 
cluding the vafl: nominal account of wrecks in ordinary) caa 
{>offibly be found, fit for fea, in cafe of a foreign war, without 
^uch repairs as would* require the labour of many months, and 
a very large expence. Lord Hawke, when he refigned his 
olfl^ce, left 80 of the line in good condition, of which 59 were 
fully 4nai)ned for war. Mr. Luttrell then examined the lift 
of men of ^ar of the line now given in to be repaired, and 
remarked, that the following (hips had already been allowed 
more money for repairs than would have built them new from 
the keel at the moft extravagant coft, viz. Namur, within the 
four laft years, 39,335/. and 6635/. ^^^ ^^^ ftores. The 
Defence, 29,500/. fhe Arrogmt, 26,500/. He fhould 
now fit down, after ftating the eftimates for repairing the 
Dragon of 74 guns, and which had more than once been re- 
ported to the Houfe as aflually taken in hand. ' The Admi- 
ralty, in. 17 7 1, came to Parliament for 5000/. to repair the 
Dragon; in 1772, for 7000/. more; in 1773, ^^^ 4000/.; ill 
1774, 4000/.; in 1775, 7000/. in all 27,000/. befides 10,273/. 
for her fibres. Now, does, or does not, that very (hip (the 
Dragon) fiill remain untouched, in a mod rotten ftate, above 
Pcrtfmouth harbour, and without having had any of thofe 
fums allowed for her repair by Parliament, expended on her 
from the time of the firft grant, in the year 1771, to the pre- 
fent day ? 

Lord Mulgrave admitted the honourable gentleman's 
charge, and agreed, that hot one {hilling had been laid out in 
repairing thofe fhips, but faid the money was applied to other 
naval purpofes, and not put into a bag by the firil Lord of the 
Admiralty, or into his pocket; that the eftimate was the 
ufual mode of raifing money, but never meant to ftate the 
purpofes the- money was to be applied to ; that if it was a 
crime, it was one that had been often pradlifed ever fincc the 
reign of James H. 

yivyTemple Lutirell^ to explain. He had never faid, -nor 
infinuated even a fufpicion, that the noble Earl at the Admi- 
ralty- 
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lakTwBoMi pockaed, or pot iji^d a bag for kit pii r ate v^^ 
4be moom tfcof voitu! : he ithtrtion requHledy tluc, ofciuc p g^ 
thr fioUe Loro fi>of4 Mv^frareJ 4iM htm mc boDOur to 
i|iiC(c hii wofidf, <r oom^ct opoo his idae, he woiyd do if 
mf^tummtij and f^ithft^r; that ^:yeTc bsd betn nnpardoiiahle 
cacuavaf^fice fumtwhtrtf under a prtteoce of naval &nrice% 
ie was certain ; and tht fleet was in an alarming ftate of dr* 
caf* Perhapi the £'ft Lord of the Admiralty tdougbc it the 
heft policjr to endearour to mzfk this weakneis, and botdiy 
aiert the dir--^ contrary to iz3t^ in hopes to deceive the 
coorts of Ver£ulles and Madrid : hot ^ely tbe nobie Lof4 
h too txpenetnui a flatefman, and too well acqaaintal with 
tbe correfinefs of the intelligence of thofe powers, Oii fuch an 
imp ort a nt (uhjcSt as tbi<, to flatter hioifclf that his i mprf - 
tiofWy {6 dane^rouf to the iaftty of your empire, have any 
fiiccefs beyond (he Britiih Channel. The noMe Lord is .cer-^ 
lainiy refponfible for any cmbczziemtnt of the public treafure 
through the medium of that department where he prefide^« 
As to the cuflom of minifters fince the day of King James or 
King William, I could have wiflied the honourable member^ 
Wfere he went fo far back in our hiftory, to have read the 
addreff o( this Hcufe, in the year 1 711, to Queen Ann, upon 
abuies exaflly Similar to thefe. They were fet forth to her 
hlzft&y z% fubftantial grievances to her people, and atrocious 
crimes in the minifters fo offending ; and in her anfwer there** 
to of the 4th of June the btM year, flie prcnnifes them ample 
redreft ; which proves, that f he money granted upon fpecific 
eftimates muft be applied to the purpofes therein fet fordi, un<* 
leff , upon proper official application^ tbe Parliament agree to 
a diflTcrent appropriation thereof. 

Mr. Buri^ exprefled his aftronifliment at what the Admi-* 
raltv had dared to acknowledge ^ and, in the warmth of his 
indignation, threw the book of eftimates at the Treafury- 
Bench> which, taking the candle in its way, had nearly 
ftruck Mr. Ellis's ihins ; Mr. Burke exclaiming, that it wa^ 
treating the Houfe with the utmoft contempt, to prefend 
them with a fine gilt book of eftimates, calculated to a far^^ 
thing, for purpofes to which the money granted was never 
meant to be applied. When former minifters had ventured 
to impofc, they had tbe modefty to endeavour to conceal the 
crime ^ it remained for the prefent t6 have fuch confidence inf 
their power, as to rifle an acknowledgment of their prodiga^* 
Kty, and to fet at defiance the principles of the conftitution, 
and authority of Parliament* 

Governor 
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Governor ^ohnjlme contended for the preferyation and 
profperity of the navy ; and lamented that the gencrofity of 
the people cguld not induce minifters to employ the money to 
tke priiicipaL ufes intended, that of keeping (hips in repair, 
and building our men of war with the befl ipaterials that can 
he purchafed. 

Mr. J.Jobnflone and Mr. liopklrts likewife took the fame 
line of argument. The motion was agreed to without a divi- 
fion. 

Adjourned to February 1 6, 

February l6i 

Report from the Otmimittee of Supply, that 293,^16/. for 
the ordinary, and 488,695/. for the extraordinaries of the navy 
be granted for 1778. 

Mr. Temple Luttrell objcfted to receiving the report ; he 
infifted that the eftimates of the navy for the laft feven years 
would in future times be confidered as monuments of the 

S^roftitution of Parliament, who have granted fo enormous a 
urn a$ 6,150,000/. for the naval department fince the prefent 
minifters came into office, and for the expenditure of vAAchL 
iWliament vf^re allowed no authentic vouchers ; and all the 
information they could get from the Board of Admiralty was^ 
that the money had been obtained under falfe pretences, and 
had not been applied to the ufes fpecified and allowed of by 
the Houfe of Commons, He made the clerk read the addreis 
to the Crown, in the reign of Queen Anne, fetting forth this 
practice and impofition on the nation, as a molt heinous 
grievance, and wfiicb her Majefty, in her anfwer, proaiifed to 
redrefs. 

Mr. Luttrell then moved, " That the proper officers do 
lay before the Houfe an account of the a£tual difpofal of all 
public monies granted fince January i, 177 1, to December 
$t5, 1777, fpecifying to what ufes fuch grants have been 
applied.'* 

This motion was feconded by Mr. Thomas T$wn/hend^ who 
fpoke in reprehenfion of fuch unwarranted licence and prodi* 
gality on the part of the minifters. 

Sir Edward AJiley likewife faid a few fentences on the fame 
fide of the queftion. * . 

Lord Mulgrave moved the previous queftion, which was 
carried. 

l^he report was agreed to. 

Adjourned to February 17. 

February 
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February 17. 
A petition of feveral of the gentlemen, freeholders, and 
Others, of the county of Norfolic, and of the city of Norwich^ 
was prefented to the Houfe, and read \ fetting forth, th^t yoor 
petitioners obferve, with the utmoi^ concern and furprize^' 
that extraordinary endeavours are ufed in this county, and id 
many other parts of the kingdom, to raife men and money 
for his Majefty's fervice by free gifts and contributions, not 
given and granted in a parliamentary courfe, which unufual 
and ftrained efforts (concerning the very legality of which 
they conceive doubts may juftly be entertained) while Parlia- 
intnt adually fits, and at a time when*his Majefty is in ap-« 
parent peace with all the powers in Europe, ftrongly indicate 
fome violent diftemper in the ftate, to which its ordinary 
powers and means of fupply are not fufficient. We moft 
humbly apprehend, that if a war with any of the neighbour- 
ing nations threatens to break out, nothing can give more en«- 
couragement to it than the taking fuch meafures as tend tq 
prove this kingdom to be as much exhaufted in its ilrengtb 
at the very commencement of foreign hoftilities, as it haf 
been at the clofe of the longeft and moft wafteful wars. 
Your petitioners have been alfo called upon, in a manner 
equally alarming, by perfons of great power and rank in his 
Majefty's fervice, to raife men and money for fupporting the 
conftitutional authority of Great Britain. We hope and truft, 
tiiat conftitutional authority is fafe and well fupported in the 
aiFediions of a loyal and a free people ; we know of no attack 
upon, or redftance to, the operation of the laws in this coun-* 
ty, or in this kingdom. Impaired, as we may be, in power or 
reputation abroad, we have however peace at home; but in 
the thirteen once-flourifliing and obedient colonies of Great 
Britain, his Majefty has no authority or other government to 
be fupported. A raifreprefentation of our unhappy fituation 
would be a mockery of our diftrefs. An empire is loft. A 
gregt continent in arms is to be conquered or abandoned. 
One whole Britifti army of veteran troops has Surrendered 
prifoners of war to the fudden levies of a new nation ; ano- 
ther, abandoning a province which had been over-run in the 
laft campaign, and after two engagements in the field fuc- 
cefsful without advantage, having marched out to take a view 
of an enemy pofted in one of thofe places of inacceflible 
ftrength with which America abounds, has. been compelled by 
neceffity to march back to an open town, which they are 
obliged to fortify for winter- quarters at an enormous expence ; 

the 
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the continent of America is, it fcems, to be coiwjuered by 
defeated and defenfive armies. It is a projeiS; we cannot 
€om|;nehend. Sixty thoufand foldiers^ a force of artillery (if 
i^e are to judge by the charge) fuch as never has been fent 
out of this kingdom 9 fixty thoufand feamen voted, more than^ 
an hundred armed (hips employed in this fpecia) fervice, an' 
unheard-of expcncc in every fort of military fapply, have^i 
after three years druggie, brought things to fuch a ftate^ tbat^ 
inflead of quieting our civil troubles, we are threatened with' 
a foreign war, for which, after fuch an abundance (for we' 
cannot call it profujion) of parlianientary grants increafing 
daily, and with the mofl: exuberant recruiting funds, we are 
called upon to piece*out the deficiency of public wealth bjr 
private contributions ; a nation of fuch power as this, reducal' 
tfi fuch a ftate, muft lofe its reafon and its feelings, together^ 
with its glory, if it could acquiefce in its condition. It is not 
in our choice to fuppofe that it can have happened without a 
fault fomewhere: in the generals and armies the fault cannot 
be; if their known and tried xharaders did not forbid all 
fufpicions of them, yet his Majefty's moft gracious fpeecheiei' 
from the throne make it improper for us to entertain the leaft 
doubt of their courage and condud ; but his Majefty has not 
forbid us to entertain doubts of the wifdom, care, and pru<*> 
dence, of thofe who condu£i: his aflairs ; and w« truflr, that 
the Houfe of Commons, whofe duty calU, and whofe com- 
petence and conftitution enables them to come to the bottom 
of thofe evils, will ferioufly inquire into the caufes of our 
prefent calamitous fituation, for w^ greatly fear that we, with 
the reft of your conftituents, have been hitherto greatly de-» 
ceived and deluded, with reeard to the nature, the caufe, and' 
the importance of tHe American troubles, as well as concern* 
ing the means of quieting them, both legal and coercive r 
clfc wp fhould not have the misfortune to fee afts of Parlia- 
ment made only to be fent back to be repealed ; armies fent 
out to enforce them, only to be returned to us as prifoners' 
under capitulation ; and, to fpeak with the filial conftdence of 
free fubjedts, we plainly declare ourfelves unwilling to com- 
mit any more of our national glory to attaint, and the perfonS' 
ef more of our countrymen to foreign hardfliips and perilSf 
without any common human fecurtty, that they (hall not, by* 
the fame errors, be expofed to the fame calamities and dif* 
graces which many of thofe have fallen into who have alreadjT* 
l^cen fent forth. Without wife council^ at home, we cannot 
.ave empire or reputation abroad i it is our duty to our So* 
Vol. VIII. D vereign, 
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vereign, to whofe perfon and illuftrious Houfe we have ever 
borne the moft diftingui(hed and zealous attachment) which 
compels us to lay before this honourable Houfe this repre- 
fentation of his affairs ; we fliall ever be foremoft in provid* 
ing for every reafonajble and ufeful fupply for the public fer* 
vice ; but we cannot make ourfelves the inftruments of anv 
fa£^ion, or grant money as a teft of our fupport of it. If 
the Colonies can be brought to obedience, we are convinced, 
by fad experience, it muft be by wife and lenient counfeis, 
and by thofe in whom they have no experience of ill-will or 
incapacity, the one producing hatred and the other contempt } 
for our domeftic prote£licn, we moft humbly conceive, that 
our conftitutional militia, which his Majefty has been enabled 
to call out, is the moft efFe6liveand leaft invidious defence ; 
twelve entirely new corps, confifting of fifteen thoufand 
Highlanders ox the northern part of the united kingdom, and 
of the towns of Manchefter and Liverpool, appointed during 
the fitting, without the previous approbation of Parliament, 
and which can hardly be ready in time for American fervice, 
are not, we moft humbly fubmit it to fuperior wifdom, the 
defence in which we can or ought, for obvious reafons, to 
truft, in preference to that more numerous and equally well- 
trained and weU-affe£led body, the national militia; nor 
have we been given to underftand, at a time when the war- 
eflablifhment ftands at comparatively low numbers, and 
thofe numbers far from complete, and at a time when the 
public burthens are fo oppreftive, for what reafon new corps 
fliould be raifed, or on what grounds : if a compliment was 
meant (at the expence of our finances, and what we conceive 
the moft ferviceable military arrangement) the compliment 
has been confined to the above mentioned parts of this king- 
dom. We do, therefore, with all earneftnefs and humanity 
pray, an inquiry into the true grounds and conduct of this 
unhappy civil war, that the beft means may be found for 
bringing it to a fpeedy termination ; for facilitating the refto- 
ration of concord and confidence to all the citizens of the 
Britifli empire ;. to avert, if poifible, a foreign war, orj if that 
be not poffible, to take due care that rational, efFedual, and 
becoming provifion, in an orderly, and parliamentary way, 
be made for our defence and fafety. Under the accumulated 
diftrefs of foreign and civil^ hoftility we throw ourfelves with 
the moft perfeci reliance on the care and wifdom (never more 
called for than in the prefent exigency) of a Britift Houfe of 
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Commons; on them we reft the lad hopes of a deferving) but> 
VfC fear, an injured, deceived, and endangered people. ' 
(Signed by five thoufand four hundred.) 
Ordered, That the faid petition do lie upon the tabic. 

Lord Ndrthy agreeable to his promife, rofe to make his con« 
ciliatory propoiitions. He began by apologizing for the in- 
tended length of his fpeech, but he faid it was .neceflary, 
from the quantity of matter he was obliged to go into, and 
from the perfpicuity and clearnefs which he intended to make 
ufe of, in giving fatisfa£l:ion upon every part of the detail* 
He declared, that from the beginning he had been uniformly 
difpofed to peace. That the coercive a£ls which he had made 
were fuch as appeared to be necefTary at the time, though in 
the event they bad produced efFeds which he never intended* 
That as foon as he found that they had not the effed which 
he intended, he propofed a conciliatory proportion before the 
fword was drawiu That at that time he thought, and that 
he ftill thinks, the terms of that proportion would form the 
happieft, moft equitable, and moft lading bond of union be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonies. That by a variety of 
^ifcuffions, a propofition that was originally clear and fimple 
in itfelf, was made to appear fo obfcure, as to go damned to 
America ; fo that the Congrefs conceived, or took occafion to 
reprefent it as a fcheme for fowing diviiions, and introducing 
taxation among them in a worfe mode than the former, and 
accordingly rejeded it. 

His idea never had been to draw any confiderable revenue 
cither in that way, or any other, from America ; that his idea 
was, they fhould contribute in a very low proportion to the 
expences of this country. That he had always known that 
American taxation could never produce a beneficial revenue ; 
that there virere many forts of taxes that could not at all be 
laid on that country, and that few of them woald prove worth 
the charge of coUedVion; that the ftamp a£l was the moft ju- 
dicious that could be chofen for that purpofe, as it interefted 
every man who had any dealing, or any property to defend or 
recover, in the coUedion of the tax, and the execution of the 
law : but notwithftanding the high rate at which that duty 
had been formerly eftimaced, he did not believe its produce 
would have been a very confiderable object > and if the peo« 
pie bad confederated, as they feemed in general difpofed to 
do, and in fome places had adually done, to go on without 
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ftamps, it would produce nothing at all, but would encreafe 
the confufions of the country, if any attempts were made to 
difturb the tranfaSions which were carried on without ftamps. 
That accordingly he never had propofed any tax on America; 
he found them already taxed, when he unfortunately (as he 
ft ill muft fay, whatever ufe has been, or might be made of 
the word) came into adminiftration. That his principle of 
policy was to h^ve had as little difcuffion on ihefe fubjefts as 
poflible, but to keep the affairs of America out of Parliament; 
that accordingly, as he had not laid, fo did he not think it 
advifable for him to repeal the tea-tax, nor did he ever Uiink 
of any particular means for enforcing it. 

That the aft enabling the Eaft-India company to fend teas 
to America on their own account, and with the draw-back 
of the whole duty here, was a regulation which he thought it 
not poflible the Americans could complain of, fince it was a 
relief inftead of an opprefHon ; but that the ill-affefted there, 
and perfons concerned in a contraband trade, endeavoured to 
rcprcfent it as a monoply ; that fome hand-bills that were 
Scattered about at Bofton, even fuppofed that he had taken 
off the American three- pence per pound duty, and that even 
on that fuppofition, the difaffefted excited the people to a tu- 
mult, upon a principle totally diftinft from all idea of taxa- 
tion. This, therefore, as he never had meant taxation as 
his objeft in the laft teit-aS, fo neither did he in his conci- 
liatory propofition ; but in the latter, confidered it only as a 
means of union and good agreement between the two coun- 
tries ; that, therefore, in what he was going to propofe he 
was uniform and confident. 

One of the bills he propofed to move for was, to quiet 
America upon the fubjeS of taxation, and to remove all 
fear?, real or pretended, of Parliament's ever attempting to 
tax them again, and to take away allexercife of the right it-* 
felf in future, fo far as regarded revenue. That as to the 
other particulars in controverfy, he obferved that the Ame- 
ricans had defired a repeal of all the a6ls paffed fmcc 1763 ; 
that this could not, however^^ be fuppofed to mean any more 
than thofe zAs which Jiad in fome way or other prefled on 
them; for that fome which had paffed in 1769 were benefi- 
cial, and fuch as they theipfelves muft confider in that light, 
being the granting oif bounties and premiums, or the relaxa- 
tion of former ftaiutes that bad been grievous to them. That 
•as te the late a6ts, fuch as the Maffachufetts charter, the 
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fifliery, and the prohibitory bills, as they were theeffe£l of thb 
quarrel, they (bould ceafe > and that as to complaints of mat- 
ters *of a various nature, authority (hould be given to fettle 
them to the fatisfadlion of America. 

That all thefe matters, confifting of a great variety, Would 
be better left to the difcuffion of commiffioncrs, than to be 
^ftablifhed here by a£t of Parliament, or by explicit powers 
given for each fpecific purpofe ; for that the Aniiericans in the 
negotiation would confider every conceffion made ai^ually 
here, to be a part of the bafis of the treaty, and therefbns 
never to be receded from, and would accumulate new demands 
upon that ; therefore, as every thing of that kind might be 
varioufly modified by agreement, he was for leaving the v/hok 
to commiffioners. 

That the commiflioners formerly appointed had very large 
powers, fo indeed he underftood thofe powers $ but that as 
others (eemed to confider them as more limited than ih reality 
they were, he (hould take care now to be very explicit, ami 
that he would give them full powers to treat, difcufs, and 
conclude upon every point whatever. That as fomc difficiiK 
ties had arifen about the powers given to the commiffiontrs, 
of treating with the Congrefs by name, he would now re- 
move that difficulty, by empowering and enabling the com^ 
miilioners to treat with the Congrefs as if it were a legal body^ 
and would fo fi^r give it authenticity, as to fuppofe its a^ 
and conceffions would bind all America. That they flioxild 
have powers to treat with any of the provincial auemblies 
upon their prefent conftitution, and with any individuals in 
their prefent civil capacities or milifcary commands 5 with 
General Wafliington, or any other officer. That they (hould 
have a power, whenever they thought requifite, to order a fu{^ 
penfion of arms. That they (hould have a power to fafpend 
the operation of all laws. That they fliould have a power of 
granting all forts of pardons, immunities, and rewards. That 
they (hould have a power of re(toring all the colonies, or anj^ 
of them^ to the form of its antient conftitution, as it ftoed 
before the troubles; any of thofe where the King nominated 
the governors, council, judges, and other magiftrates, to noi 
minatc fuch at their difcretion, till the King's further ptea- 
fure be known. 

That as the powers of the former commiffioners had been 
objeSed to, fo the Congrefs had raifed a difficulty, on prei- 
tence 6f the non-admiffion of their title to be independent 
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Hates. As the Americans' mi^ht claim their independence 
on the outfety he would not infift on their renouncing it 
till the treaty fliould receive its final ratification by the King 
and Parliament of Great Britain. 

That the commifEoners (hould be inflrufled to negotiate 
for fome reafonable and moderate contribution towards the 
common defence of the empire when re-united ; but to take 
away all pretence for not terminating this unhappy differ- 
ence, the contribution was not to be mfiftcd on as a fine qua 
nm of the treaty ; but that if the Americans {ho^ld refufe fo 
reafonable and equitable a propofition, they were not to com- 
plain, if hereafter they were not to look for fupport from 
that part of the empire to whofe expence they had refufed to 
contribute. That it might be afked, if his fentiments had 
always been fuch with regard to taxation and peace, and why 
he had not made this propofition at a more early period ? To 
this he anfwered, his opinion had ever been, that the moment 
of viftory was the proper time for offering terms of concef« 
iion. That the Houfe might remember, that at the begin- 
ning of the feifion he had declared, that fuch were his fenti* 
ments ; he at that time thought that the vidories obtained 
by Sir William Howe had been more decifive, and that he 
knew nothing of General Burgoyne's misfortune. That 
when the news of that misfortune had arrived, and that the 
victories obtained by Sir William Howe could not be fo im- 
proved, as to hinder General Wafbington from appearing 
with fome fuperiority in the field, and that the King's troops 
were obliged to retire, and fortify themfclves in winter quar- 
ters, the firft thing that occurred to him, as the nation was 
ftill ftrong and vigorous, that they could raife a number of 
men, and that the refources were far from exhaufled, that 
their ftrength (hould be exerted to repair the lofles, and to 
purfue the war with vigour to a happy termination: but 
when he refle£ledupon the uncertainty of events, which had 
hitherto fo much difappointed his expe6lation, and that in 
cafe of the utmofl fuccefs, th^ terms which he now propofed 
muft be fubftantially the fame as he (hould propofe in the 
height of viAory, he faw no reafon to prevent the protra£t<* 
ing the war, the effufion of blood, and the immoderate ex> 
pence, he would offer the fame propofitions now. 

That he was convinced that they would confiderably aid 
the operations of war, as they would themfelves be aided by 
the force in America, which was flill very greats that in 
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cafe nothing farther could be done by force, at any rate they 
would be offered with more grace than here^ten 

That the events of war in America had turned out veiy 
differently from his expedation ; chat great force bad been 
procured to be fent into America, but to little purpofe 
hitherto. 

That he muft confefs himfelf extremely difappointed in his 
expedations of the cffcQ. of our military force. He did not 
mean at that time to condemn, or even to call into queftion, 
the condu£l of any of our commanders, but he had been dif- 
appointed. That Sir William Howe had. not only been in 
the late anions, and in the whole courfe of the campaign, in 
goodnefs of troops, and in all manner of fupplies, but in 
numbers too, much fuperior to the American army which 
oppofed him in the field. That General Burgoyne, who was 
at length overpowered by numbers, had been in numbers, un* 
til the affair at Bennington, near twice as ftrong as the army 
under General Gates. That all thefe things had happened in 
a manner very contrary to his expedlation. 

That, for his part, he never had made a promife which he 
did not perform, or receive an information which he did not 
communicate. That he only kept back the names of thofe 
who had given him information, and which it would be un« 
faidiful and inhumane to divulge ; that be promifed a great 
army (hould be fent out, and a great army had been fent out; 
there were 60,000 men and upwards ; that he had promifed a 
grdt fleet fhould be employed, and a great fleet had been 
employed, and is now employed; that they (hould be pro* 
vided with every kind of fupply, and that they had been 
fo moft amply and liberally, and might be fo for years to 
come ; that if the Houfe was deceived, they had deceived 
themfelves. 

On the whole, his concef&ons were from reafon and pro- 
priety, not from neceifity ; that we were in a condition to 
carry on the war much longer. We might raife many more 
men, and had many more men ready to fend, for the navy 
was never in greater ilrength, the revenue very little funk, 
and that he could raife the fupplies for the current year, as a 
little time would (hew ; that he fubmitted the whole, with . 
regard to the propriety of his paft and prefent condudt, to 
the judgment of the Houfe. 

Mr. Fox rofenext. He faid, that he could not refufeliis 
afifent to the propofitions made by Lord North ; that he was 
very glad to find that they were, in the main, fo ample and 

D 4 fatis- 
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titish&orjy and that he believed they woold be fiippoitcd by 
all thofe with whom he had the honour to a£l. That diey 
did not materially differ from thofe which bad been made by 
a friend of bis [Mr. Burke] about three years ago; that tbie 
yery fame arguments which had been ufed by the oainorityf 
and very nearly in the fame word?, were ufed by the noUe 
Lord upon this occafion. He was glad to find, that he 
had wholly relinquifhed the right of uxation^ as this was 
a fundamental ; he was glad, alfo, that he had declared his 
intention of giving the commiffioners power to reftore the 
charter of Mafiachufett's-fiay ; for, giving the fatisfadion 
which he [Lord North] prcpofed, it would be neceflary (or 
Parliament to give the fame fecurity, with regard to charters, 
which it had given with regard to taxation ; that the Ameri-* 
cans were fuU as jealous of the rights of their aiTemblies, as 
of taxation ; and their chief objeSion to the latter was its 
tendency to afFect the former. 

He wifhed that this conceffion had been made more early, 
and upon principles more refpedful to Parliament. To tell 
them, that if they were deceived, they had deceived theia* 
felves, was neither kind nor civil to an afTembly, which, for 
fo many years, had relied upon him with fuch unreferved coa* 
iidence ; that all public bodies, like the Houfe of Commons, 
muft give a large confidence to perfons in office ; and thmr 
rnly method of preventing the abufe of that confidence was 
to puniih thofe who had mifinformed them concerning the 
true flate of their affairs, or condu£^ed them with negligence, 
ignorance, or incapacity ; that Lord North's arguments upon 
this fubjed might be all colIe£led into one point, his excufes 
all reduced into one apology, his total ignorance. 

He hoped, and was difappointed ; he expedled a great deal, 
and found little to anfwer his expedations. He thought 
America would have fubmitted to his laws, and they refifted 
them. He thought they would have fubmitted to his armies, 
and they were beaten by inferior numbers. He made cbnci* 
liatory propofitions, and he thought they would fucceed, but 
they were rejefted. He appointed commiffioner? to make 
peace, and he thought they had powers, but he found diey 
could not make peace, and nobody believed that they had 
any powers. That he had faid many fuch things as he had 
thought fit in his conciliatory propofition ; he thought it a 
proper method of quieting the Americans upon the affair of 
taxation, if any perfon (hould give himfelf the trouble of 
leading that propofitioni be would find not one word of it 

cor- 
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correfpondent to the reprefentation made of it by its framer. 
That the ibort account of it was, that the noble Lord in that 
proportion affured the colonies, .that, when Parliament had 
taxed them as much as they thought proper, they would tax 
them no more. That he would vote for the prcfent propofi- 
tion, becaufe it was much more clear and iatisfadory, for ne* ' 
ceifity had caufed him to fpeak plain. 

But if the conceffion (hould be found ample enough, and 
fliould be found to come too late, what puni(hment will be 
fuHicient for thofe who adjourn Parliament, in order to make 
a proportion of conceilion, and then had neglet^d to do it 
until France had concluded a treaty with the independent 
Aates of America ? That he could anfwer with certaintjf 
for the truth of his information ; it was no light matter, 
and came from no contemptible authority; he therefore 
wifhed that the miniftry would give the Houfe fatisfaSion ia 
this interefting point, whether they knew any thing of this 
treaty, and whedier they had not been informed previouflf 
to the making of their proportion of a treaty, which would 
make that proportion as ufelefs to the peace, as it was humi- 
liating to the dignity of Great Britain. 

Mr, T.Pitt fpoke with the greateft firmnefs againft the 
general fyftem of the miniftry ; (aid, that the repeal of the 
itamp zSt was not only looked upon by the Americans, but 
by all Europe, as a folemn relinquifhment of the claim of tax- 
ation ; that the fatal renewing of that claim would coft this 
mtion thirty millions of money, befidec twenty or thirty 
thoufand lives ; for he confidered every American killed as a 
fellow-fubjea loft. 

Sir Philip %nmngs Chrke faid, he could not carry his com- 
plaifance fo rar as to thank the noble Lord for the proportions 
which he had produced, becaufe he conrdered it as an zGt of 
neceftity, not of choice. The noble Lord, indeed, had faid, 
they fhould be fair and equitable. Admitting them to be fo, 
they pafs the fevereft cenfure on the noble Lord's conduft for 
thefe three years laft, as they contain a total reverfal of all 
diofe ads, and confequently declare them to have been all 
unfair and unequitable. What fatisfa6tion then could the 
noble Lord give to this injured country, for the millions of 
money and thoufands of lives which have been expended in 
this unequitable war ? What reparation could the noble Lord 
make to the fatherlefs children and widows, and a great coun* 
try> which he has made defolate, and has oppreflfed ? 

The 
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The noble Lord, he faid, had taken credit to himfelf for 
having mentioned the word conciliation the firft dajr of the 
feffion. He was willing to allow him more ; he talked of it, 
he faid, on the news of General Burgoyne's defeat; the no* 
ble Lord was alarmed and frightened, and he thought it ne« 
ceflary to throw out fom.e lure to keep his friends together. 
Unluckily for this country, the noble Lordjuft at that time 
received a cordial which elevated him exceedingly ; it was an 
offer from Manchefter to raife a regiment: be raifed his 
, voice, and began to talk loud of the ftrength and fpirit of the 
nation, and turned his mind to his favourite obje6l/tbe pro- 
fecution of the war. The Parliament was adjourned for fevea 
weeks, and the noble Lord raifed an army during their ab- 
fence : but he gave a bad fpecimen of the ftrength of this coun- 
try ; for he told us, that he could not raife feven or et|ht thou-* 
fand men in England, and was to get them from the Highlands 
of Scotland. So much for the ftrength of the country. As 
to the fpirit of it, he could only obferve, that a good national 
fpirit might be of infinite ufe to a country, well direfied and 
well applied : but otherwife, it would have the fame efteH as 
fpirit m a blind horfe ; if you turn him loofe, it will make him 
run his head againft the wall, and da(h his brains out. The 
sioble Lord had lately faid, he had been a good friend to his 
country. Great men, he faid, ftiould be judged by thcfir 
works, not their words. He wifhed to take a comparative 
view of the ftate of this country at the prefent time, with what 
it was in the time of the adminifiration of the Earl of Chatham. 
That noble Lord had raifed his country to the higheft pitch 
of honour and glory ; from the time he left adminiftration, 
it has been gradually declining, and is now got to the very 
edge of a precipice, from which it is likely to fall, perhaps 
never to rife again. 

Ever fince the noble Lord had been in adminiftration, he 
bad told the Houfe that he came to the helm when the veiTel 
was in danger, and he would bring her fafe into harbour. 
The noble Lord had not proved fo able a navigator as he 
thought himfelf to be ; he carried too much fail at firft, atid 
loft his mafts in the ftorm ; he then began to throw aU the 
valuable part of his cargo overboard ; he had kept pumping^ 
and pumping, and pumping, ever ftnce, and can now hardly 
keep the veflel above water. The noble Lord had now fet up 
fome jury mafts, but he would never be able to fteer her fafe 
into harbour ; the paiTengers fecurity was in imminent danger; 
they required, and had a right to demand^ a better man to be 

put 
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put at the helm. It would be difficult, he faid, for any man 
no\v to free her from the impending danger; but it was juft 
and &ir to let fome other perfon attempt it. But to drop the 
metaphor : the noble Lord, he faid, having failed of the means 
of coercion^ had adopted another language ; his hopes now 
were in the natural good difpofition of. the people of America 
to thiy country. He did not think, he {aid, the noble Lord 
was quite the proper perfon to gain upon their afie£lions, or 
foothe them into compliance ; if there was any chance yet 
remaining of recovering- them from the power of France, and 
regaining their confidence, it was mod likely to be elFe£led by 
thofe people who had always (hown a good difpofition towards 
them, and not by thofe who had taken every opportunity to 
ill-treat and abufe them, who had added infult to injury, and 
waded deep in their blood. If the door of conciliation was 
not already ihut, it could be open only to fuch men as they 
had reafop to think had been well inclined towards them, and 
on whofe friendly difpofitions towards them they might ic^ 
curely place fome confidence. 

Mr. Baldwin «Lclared he had been deceived by the n^nU 
fier i that three years ago he afked him whether a revenue 
was meant by the claim? That he was anfwered, it was; 
and upon that ground alone he had hitherto voted with die 
miniftry. 

Mr. Jubrey faid, that he rofe to give his alTent to the noble 
Lord's propofitions, though with little hopes, he confefTed, of 
their producing any good cffeSt ; for that, whatever the Ame- 
ricans might fu£Fer by the continuance of the war, he could 
not be perfuaded they would ever be willing to receive the 
olive branch, when held otit to them by hands fo ftained with 
the blood of their countrymen ; but as he had, upon a former 
occaflon, been for a fimifar queflion, he thought it a duty be- 
owed to confiftency, to be for the one propoted by the noble 
Lord, as the avowed objeft of it at leaft was peace. The 
time he had jufl alluded to, he faid, was the year 17759 when 
be voted for the motion which was made to the Houfe by 
an honourable gentleman [Mr. Burke] for the repeal of the 
American compulfory ads. He gave his vote then from two 
motives ; ene was, his being one of thofe who, from the very 
beginning of thefe unhappy differences, thought the Par* 
liament of Great Britain had no right to tax the Americans 
while they were unreprefented in it i the other was, his think- 
ing that fuch a repeal, folicited as it then was by the united 
yoice of the whole continent| would have brought things back 

to 
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to their old ftate of tranquillity and confidence. The great ob* 
jeftion then made was, the dignity of Parliament. It was in 
vain to urge, that the beft fupport of dignity wias juftice ; 
that maxim was out of date and unattended to. We began 
with condemning without firft hearing, and proceftcted accord- 
ingly. The confequence has been, that we are now, after an 
enormous wafte of blood and treafure, reduced to the neceffity 
of giving up both the dignity of Parliament and the claim of 
taxation together. So much was clearly impliqjj in the noble 
Lord's propofed fufpenfion of the compulfory a£ts. But in 
the mean time, what have the Americans been doing ? They, 
Sir, provoked, and rendered defperate by our unrelenting 
rigour, have difa vowed all dependence on, and connedHon with, 
this country. They did this, likewife, at a time when their 
affairs wore but an unpromifing afpeft; when their paper 
currency was in the greateft difcredit, their negotiations at the 
different courts in Europe were hopelefs, and our army, that 
had invaded their country, was not only numerous, but viAo-i 
rious ; an armjr. Sir, of which the Americans feemed to think 
as Hannibal thought of the Romans, 
^as opimus 
Fallere ^effugere ejl triumphus. 
The balance of fuccefs, however, has fmce that period turned 
in their favour. And tf we were not able to avail ourfelves 
i>f their fear, I leave every man to judge, what the prefent 
minifters have to expetSl from their affeftion. That their 
affairs are comparatively in a profperous condition, and ours 
declining, muff, 1 think, be evident to every one from the 
propofitions now offiered to us. It is true, that the noble 
Lord [Lord North] has, with an air of fortitude, juft aiTured 
us, that " our army is great and powerful, and that our navy 
is great and powerful j'' but would thofe minifters f Lordk 
North and Germaine] who talked of nothing left than uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion, and bringing America proftrate at their 
feet, would they. Sir, have voluntarily repealed thofe ob- 
noxious a£ls, if they were not convinced that our ftrength 
was inadequate to the conteft ? And do we at this time cx- 
peft, that, after having refifted and baffled our utmoft cffbrts, 
tbey will ever (heath the fword without fufficient fijcuwtjf 
againft the injuries they have complained of being repeated ? 
Will notthefolemn official promife of Lord Hillfborough, {the 
making of which promife ought to be as much refcnteJ by 
every member of the Britifli Parliament, as the breach* of it 
is by every American,) I fay, wHl not that alone juftify the? 

A me- 



A. 1778- DEBATES. 4^ 

Americans in declining any negotiation with men, who, hav- 
ing thus laid the foundation of the war in perfidioufnefs, have 
buUt upon it with cruelty ? I cannot, therefore, flatter myfelf 
with the hopes of reconciling America with the propoTed bill* 
Thofe privileges and immunities for which the Americans 
have ventured their lives and fortunes, they will not, now 
the hazard is fo nearly over, truft for a moment in the hands 
they have juft refcued them from. To what, then, does the 
J)refent motion tend ? Not to pacify the Americans, who will 
never be contented with terms, while they have reafon to 
diftruft thofe who offer them.* No, Sir, it tends only to 
amufe England by adelufive profpeft of reconciliation, and 
thereby to fufpend at leaft the vengeance of an injured and in- 
tuited public. 

Mr. Grenville aflured the Houfe, he did not intend to trou- 
ble them^ if he had not been particularly adverted to by the 
Doble Lord, who denied that he had been mifled or deceived ; 
that he rofe to aflert again, with indignation, that he had 
been grofsly deceived by the uniform language of govern- 
tncnt for three years paft ; that, with regard to the prefent 
queflion, the noble Lord had opened fo little the nature of 
the commiffion, that he was hardly prepared to comment 
upon it, but that his ardent wifli was for peace. He then 
referred to the hint thrown cut by Mr. Fox. of the alliance 
between France and America, and called upon the noble Lord 
to anfwer that fadl, efpecially as the information tallied with 
what hehimfelf had heard from undoubted authority. That 
from the fame authority he knew, that a very confiderable 
body* of forces had marched, within this fortnight, from the 
interior provinces of France, and that the language held by 
that power was of the moft oflTc^nfive nature ; he therefore in- 
fiftcd on having thefe fafts anfwered, and concluded with re- 
minding the Houfe, that thefe were the viftories promifed to 
them, this the revenue to the landed gentlemen, and this the 
triumph to Parliament : but aflured government, that though 
he might differ from them, he would not hang upon any pro- 
pbfition which looked like peace. 

Lord North at length anfwered, that he could not fay from 
authority that the treaty alluded to was figned : that, indeed, 
it was poflible, nay too probable, btit not authenticated by the 
iftibaiTador. 

' His Lordfhip's motions werej 

• That leave be given to bring in a bill to enable his Majefty 
to appoint commURohers to treaty confent, and agree on the 

means 
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means of quieting the diforders now fubiiftiog- in certain of 
the colonies, plantations, and provinces of America* 

That this prcpofition be referred to the coniideratioa of a 
committee of the whole Houfc. 

That leave be ^iven to bring in a bill for declaring the in* 
tention of tiie Parliament of Great Briuin, concerning the 
cxercife of tne right of impofing taxes on the colonies, plan* 
Cations, and provinces of America. 

Which were agreed to without a divifion. Adjourned ta 
February 19. 

February 19. 

Conciliatory bills brought in and read. 
February 20. 

Same bills read a fecond time and conmiitted. Adjourned 
to February 23, 

February 23. 

Previous to the Houfe going into a committee on the two 
conciliatory bills, Mr. Serjeant Adair moved, that it be an 
inflrudion to the committee of the bill for appointing com- 
miflioners, &c. that they have power to make proviuen for 
nominating the commiflioners by the bill. He faid, that 
this was no infringement on the prerogative of the Crown^ 
this was no matter that lay within its ordinary fcederal capi* 
city ; it was a commiflion appointed by Parliament, in order 
to treat about the rights of Parliament itfelf, the fufpending 
its laws and the furrender of its rights, or of what it had always 
confidered or had claimed as fuch ; that for the Houfe to give 
blindly fuch a power out of their hands, to be exercifed at the 
mere pleafure of the Crown, and by perfons to them utterly 
unknown, was in tScGt a complete furrender of the whole 
conftitution of this country into the hands of the King} 
that, therefore, he thought himfelf bound to refift this 
mod unconftitutional meaiure, by every means in his powers 
that as to any difficulties which might be fuppofed in the ex- 
ecution of this mode of appointment, they had been all 
completely got over in the Eaft India bill, where, with fuch 
fufficient facility. Parliament had nominated commiffioners 
for a matter of mere executive government^ and one in which 
no parliamentary rights or powers were at all concerned $ 
that he hoped, as nimfelf and the gentlemen in the late 
minority had given, and would give fo clear a fupport tQ 
the conciliatory meafures pf the minifter, late as they were 
adopted, he alio hoped the minifter, on bis part, would like« 
wife a£t a fair and candid part wi(h tfaem> and not take them 

in 
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in for a dangerous extenfion of prerogative, whilft they wcr« 
joining him in an attempt to reftore peace to the country. 

Mr. Moyfej oppofed it, as taking the executive power out 
of the hands of the Crown. That t<i hold out to the world at 
this time, that Parliament entertained a jealouiy of the Crown^ 
was not lilrely to promote the good efFcSfs which were propofed 
by this bill. That it would be a violent a<^, after having 
empowered and direded the Crown to carry on the war, after 
having authorized the Crown to make peace, if it could have 
beenefFefted by the fubmiffion of America, for the legifla- 
ture on a fudden to hold their hand and fay, the Crown (hall 
not negotiate for peace. That there was no inftance of Parlia* 
ment taking fuch an appointment as this into their own hands, 
except in the reign of Richard the Seoond, which afi was 
in a few years repealed in terms of reproach, as having ufurpied 
upon the royal province. That the progrefs of fuch a bufi- 
xiefs in that Houfe would be attended with the grofleft incon- 
venience ; that the Houfe muft agree or difagree among them- 
selves upon the nomination ; if they difagreed, that circum- 
ftaqce of itfelf would be fufficient to fhew the impropriety 
of 550 people coming to an election of fo important a nature ; 
not to mention the inconvenience of fuch a difienfion going 
over to America, or the awkwardnefs of a debate upon* names 
and particular individuals. If, on the other hand, the Houfe 
agreed, and took at once the nomination of the King's mini- 
fiers, it would come to the fame thing as if it had been left 
originally to the Crown, with this material difference, ope* 
rating to their own difadvantagc— that, if the appointment 
ihould be a bad one, they would preclude themfelves from all 
right of calling the minifters to an account for mifadviiing 
tbe Crown, an inconvenience that would ever apply to every 
inftance where an attempt ihould be made to blend the legi- 
ilative and executive power together. 

Mr. Wtdderhurne (aid, that the powers intended to be given 
by the commiilion could not be fafely executed but by per- 
fons appointed by the Crown ; that the Crown had been in« 
trufted with the appointment of commiflioners to treat upon 
the union of the two kingdoms, and had had power to fuf- 
pend the a£is of Parliament which prevented the free trading 
intercourfe between the two kingdoms during the treaty ; that- 
they were ordered to keep the whole tranfa(^ion fecret, and 
that they had fo kept it ; that nothing could give a proper 
weight and fupport to the commiifioners but the perfeA con- 
fidence which Parliament fliewed that they repoled in govem- 
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ment ; that the nominations of commiffioners in that Hoofe 
vould prove a thing clearly impra(9:icable, on account of the 
indecent, perfonal difcunions that it would give rife to ; and 
be cieclared, that if that queftion (hould be carried, and the 
conimiflioners nominated by Parliament, he would be againft 
the whole commifTion, the bill, and the plan they belonged to. 

Mr » Fox faid, nothing could fo efFedu ally defeat the pur- 
pofe of the commifiion, as the leaft thought that Parliament 
rcpofed any confidence in the prefent fervants of the Crown ; 
that this would be a perpetual fubjeft of diftruft, jealoufy, 
and animofity to the Americans ; that this miniftry, or any 
perfons of their appointment, could not have any title to the 
confidence of America. The minifters were -all the declined 
enemies of America, and were only brought to a late and ab* 
je£l fubmiifion, by a failure in their attempt^ to opprefs them 
by force ; that the commiffioners whom they appointed muft 
accordingly be perfons of their own (lamp and chara6ler i 
perfons who would be more folicitous to fcreen minifters than 
to ferve their country, and are qualified to irritate, rather 
than to appeafe America ; that the fecretary of ftate for the 
colonies (the author of all the violent and coercive meafures) 
was by his office to have the nomination of the commiffioners. 
Suppofe, the firfl part of the terms (hould be the punifhment 
of that very minifter, would the perfons nominated by him 
be impartial commiffioners, and fit for their duty in fuch a 
cafe ? That he was aflonifhed at the infolence of minifters, 
who, when they fliould be in faclccloth and afhes, for the ruin 
which they have brought on their countnr, were prefump* 
tuoufly making demands of unlimited confidence, and calling 
to have the few remaining powers which had been left to Par- 
liament furrendered into their hands, and be difpofed of at 
their pleafure. 

Mr. Burie faid, that the prefent was a quefiion of men: 
that the meafure was decided upon, which was to give a full 
power to difpofe of all the legiflative ads, and all the legiila- 
tive powers of Parliament, fo far as they concerned America. 
That there never had been fuch a truft delegated to men, and 
that therefore nothing ever was more important than the pro* 
per choice of them ; that if minifiers had hitherto ihewn, in 
any one inftance, that they had formed a right judgment on 
men, he would admit, that they ought to be trufted with the 
nomination of men upon this occafion. Next to honefty, 
(.which he would not difpute with the minifters) the ground- 
of confidence in men was founded on two things : th^ they. 
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were incapable of deceiving others, and were alike incapable 
of being deceived tbemfelves. That the minifters had been 
publicly charged in that Houfe, by thofe who had all along 
iupported t;heir meafures, with having deceived them ; and 
their juftification had been, that they were themfelves deceived 
in every particular relating to America. Now, take it which 
way you pleafe, he ftid, whether they were deceivers, as their 
friends aflert, or deceived, as themfelves alledge, they are 
iiot fit on either ground to be trufted ; that they, who h^d 
judged fo ill of the men they had credited, in all their infor- 
mation concerning America, would not judge better in the 
choice of the men whom they nominated to get rid of the fatal 
confequences of that ill information. That their conftant de- 
fence, with regard to the ill fuccefs of their army in America, 
was the incapacity, error, or negleft of the generals they 
bad appointed ; that though he did not believe this was the 
caufe, yet, on their own confeffion, the^ had made a wrong 
judgment of the perfons they had employed ; and if they were 
(o unhappy in the choice of generals, they would not prove 
more fortunate in their choice of negotiators. He appre* 
hended, that no good could come of any negotiation what* 
foever intruded to their hands; that the affair was not too 
little to be undertaken by Parliament itfelf. If parliamentary 
rights muft be negotiated upon, it was fit to be done by a 
committee of the two Houfes of Parliament. • 

In order to fettle India affairs a committee of the Houfe 
had fat in Leadenhall-Street ; they might as well fit in Ame- 
rica; the objed is more important, if the dif):ance is greater; 
^at he faw the drift of the whole; the minifters thought to 
pay their court by extending the prerogative in proportion 
as they had leflened the empire; and that this war (which 
was pietended to be made to prevent the King's having a re- 
venue in America independent of Parliament, and to aflert 
the power of the Houfe of Commons to tax all the Britifh 
dominions) now terminated in a furrender of the right of 
taxation, and of all other parliamentary rights to advife or 
check the power of the crown. 

Governor yohnftone fupported thfe fame fide. He blamed , 
what be called the weaknefs of the argument drawn from the 
fuppofed impoffibility of difcuffing the merits of the com- 

Siiifioners in that Houfe; faid, that it had not delayed the bill 
r regulating the Eaft-India Company, for that the claufe ap- 
pointing the commiffioncrs had been poftponed until the reft 
of the bill was iiniflied. He faid, that the commiiEoners 
, Vol. VIII, E ought 
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ought to be men of great weight, perfons, if not well, at letft 
not ill, afF^rded to the Americans ; men who were known to 
have an opinion of their own, not merely looking towards die 
court. 

Mr. Pm thought it not very material whether the com* 
miffioners were named by the Crown or by that Houfe ; but 
was of opinionl that they would be more refponfible if Atj 
were named by the Crown. He hoped, that as they had pro* 
ceeded fo far with unanimity, that they would not now divide^ 
except upon the moft eflential points. 

Lord John Cavendijh feemed to think the difference between 
fending outcommif&oners by the Crown or Parliament was of 
much importance: but he confidered alfo the expediting theft 
bills to be fo neceiFary, that he would have nothing ftarted iu 
the way of that object ; that the minifters had threatened the 
minority with the rejedion of their own plan of reconciliation^ 
if they were not to have it exactly in their own way; that 
the public would eaf&ly fee who was the true mother of the 
child by the care of preferving it." 

The queftion was put, and the motion rejected. The 
Houfe did not divide. 

Mr* P(m>js moved an inftruflion to the committee on die 
conciliatory bills to receive a claufe to repeal the Mailachu- 
fet's charter z&. 

The Lord Advocate fupported it 

tAv^Jolliffe. I fear it will be neceffary for me to take up 
more of your time than I could wi(h. Pofleired neither of 
eloquence to pleafe,. or oratory to enforce my opinions, I am 
under the neceflity of ftating in fimple language my fend* 
ments ; fentiments which flow from a heart anxious for the 
good of the ftate, and a mind unawed and unbiafTed but by a 
true regard for the intereft of my country. 

Sir, at the commencement of this war I troubled you with 
declaring my hearty averfion to it« I endeavoured to convince 
you that, fhould it prove fuccefsful, the utmoft we could hope, 
the utmoil advantage we could gain, was an abjedi fubmiffioii 
of the colonies through fear; a fubmiffion which it wa& 
not the intereft of this country to defire, and which, as it 
originated in terror, mufl end in rebellion; for there is no 
axiom more true than that authority which is eftabliflied and 
fupported by force alone may and will be refifted when that 
force is diminiflied or removed; nor is any propofition more 
clear, than that America, increafing the number of her inha^ 

biuntSy 
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bitants, muft foon rife above any apprehenfions from your 
power. 

I told you, Sir, you might fmothef the flame with coals, 
but the fire would burft forth in general conflagration; you 
might conquer, but you would never convince by the fword. 
I then opened a more difmal profped^. I fuppofed (which 
wai then received M vifionarv and ideal) that your armiei 
might be refifted, perhaps defeated ; that, infl:ead of feeing 
America at your feet, you might find her brave, refolute, 
and determined; that the war might laft fome years; that 
you might (bed your nobleft, deareft blood ; that you might 
cxhauft all your refources ; that France might aid the colo- 
nies, and you not dare to refent the infult ; that the kingdom 
fnight be reduced to the abvfs of difirefs in which it now ]S« 
I then aflced the noble Lora, who was and ftili is the oftenfiblc 
conduAor of the affairs of this nation, what amends he could 
make to thofe he had involved in this calamity; to thofe gen« 
tiemen who creduloufly had pledged their lives and fortunes 
in fupport of his meafures. Having thus publicly avowed 
my Bverfion to the war, having ftated in the ftrongefi: language 
the confequences which I forefaw, I have been thought in« 
confident in giving my fupport to the continuance of what I 
difapproved in the commencement. Sir, I aik your forgive-* 
liefs for entering into this matter; but it is a duty I owe my 
own.chara£tfr to reconcile my conduS. At that conjunc- 
ture, before the fword' was drawn, two alternatives offered 
tfaemfelves, the one was plain, eafy, and, to my undcrftanding, 
obvious ; it Could have taken litde time, it could have cofl 
neither blood nor treafure ; if it had fsiiled, the laft might have 
been adopted ; with much better pretence we then might have 
drawn the fword : a conciliatory condu£l could not have in- 
flamed the fore, but hoftility lacerated the wound, and has 
difmembered half the empire. Before this cruel war com- 
menced, I was anxious to obtain that tranquillity by lenient 
meafures which hoftility could never efFe6t. The majority 
of this Houfe, the whole nation, were of a different opinion ; 
they rejedled the palm, and drew the fword. Hoftilities being 
oominenced, and independence declared, Che idea of accom- 
modation vanttbod $ nbAiAg but vigour could regain Ame-* 
rica; it called for unanimity, it called for all your exertions} 
it was my duty then to fupport the honour c^ my country. 
When America defied our force, we fhouid have betrayed the 
very cowardice with which we have branded them, to have 
ibed for peace ; ik^ while there was a poflibility of concilia* 
Cton, conciliftt^y metfurett ou^ht to have been adopted ; fo, 
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v^hen reconciliation was paiTed, force could only be met by 
force. 

Sir, it is always painful to differ from thofe we refpeft; and, 
in queftions of fmall importance, if every man was to follow 
his own caprice, no government could laft a day; the bufinefs 
of this empire would be anarchy and confufion : but when the^ 
fate of thoufands is at ftake, when miMions may be wafted, 
jmd an empire loft, he ill deferves to fit here who can from 
any motive facrifice his opinion. It is not in the power of 
the Crown to bribe a man of property on fuch occaUons. It 
is not an empire that can pay a man for his own deftrudion. 
Sir, fince America hath avowed independence, and profefTedly 
contemned your power, it is my fincere opinion that the 
meafures of government, have not only been defenfible, but 
no others could have been adopted j and I am fure no mi- 
nifter, who regarded his own fituation, and wifhed the real in^ 
tereft and honour of his country, could have purfued any 
other line but that of vigorous hoftility. That vigour has 
failed, and indifputably great blame and cenfure muft fail 
fomewhere 5 whether the neglefl: hath been in the inftruc- 
tions fent from hence, or in the executing >them, time and 
, inquiry muft determine : that inquiry cannot be dlftant, not 
only into the failure of General Burgoyne, but into the con- 
du^ of the whole war. Peace on almoft any terms muft now 
be obtained. It may be aflced, would you treat with the Con« 
grefs? I fay, Yes. Would you confer with rebels? Without 
a doubt. You have tried force, you have failed ; without fome 
terms, not only America is loft, but this nation is undone. 
The whole nation call for peace, and if you have it not, there 
will be war at home. 

Sir, I am forry on this, as on other occafions, toobferve, 
the noble Lord [Lord North] fo blends every propofition with 
much that I like, and fomething that I diflike, that although 
he gains my aiTent, I am unable .to give him my hearty fup* 
port. As at the commencement of the war the addrefs was 
fuch a mixture that it deprived me of giving my Vote, fo at 
this period, though I approve what is intended to be done, I 
difapprove the mode of doing it; as I wifli for peace, there 
appear to me more probable meafiires to accelerate it than 
thofe now offered to your confideratioo. 

Sir, it is a m^xiat with me, it is one of my firft fl:udies, 
when I confer a faVour, to do it in focb a manner as ihall 
render it moft agreeable ; when I make an offer, I would fo 
model it as. to render it moft acceptable : whatever I mean to 
do, I love to do «t once 1 whatevcsr .cgnceffioos. ve mesui to 

make> 
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make, that fhould be our firft propofal. 1, Sir, deteft the 
appearance of infidioufnefs. Whatever this country means 
to concede to America fhould be made the iirft flep ; that 
flrft ftep fhould be palatable. Inftead of fufpending the 
obnoxious a(£ls, let us be open, and repeal them. T\^c noble 
Lord avows an intention finally to repeal them, why not do it 
at firfl ? America does and will fufpeft you of defigns if that 
is not your firfl meafure. We are not in a condition to hag* 
gle: we have loft an empire; it is an humiliating confider- 
ation ; but we are in the ftate of fuppliants. He that flatters 
us with contrary afTertions deceives. Sir, I truft we are not 
an undone people : but our greatnefs is vanity ; that vanity 
has been our ruin. It is the fancies of our wealth and power 
that have undone us. It is the want of knowledge of our 
own ability and ftrength, and our ignorance of that of our 
opponents that hath thus reduced us. 

Sir, I have digrefTed, but will return to enforce my earneft 
Wifh) the repeal of the obnoxious a<9ts. Will not the repeal 
of thefe laws convince America that we are in earneft in our 
declarations of amity ? May it not fow divifions, and difunite 
riie Congrefs ? May it not induce at leaft fome of the pro- 
vinces to hold out a wifh of conciliation with the parent-ftate ? 
While your ads fland unrepealed it is their intereft to be 
united; remove the caufe of that union, and the efFeft will 
ceafe ; remove this ground of jealoufy, ihew them you are 
convinced of your own folly and rafhnefs, and their regard for 
yoii will return. 

Suppofe they have entered into any treaty with France, is 
not this the moil probable means to render it void ? Sir, if 
they are convinced of your fincerity they will deplore that 
connexion, and will find fome method to fruflrate its fuccefs. 
Suppofe that every province may not unite in opinion againfl' 
this propofal, a treaty muft be opened with that provincfe 
which will alarm the reft; until every thing is agreed on, no 
one province can fafely join you ; and as much time mlift be 
taken in treaty, that province who wifhes to return to its con- 
nexions with this country muft be fubjefl to the attacks and 
depredations of the others, or muft admit your troops, and 
then fubmit to whatever terms you think proper to impofe ; 
if you repeal the afts, they may then open their arms to you, 
tnd they are fafe. 

• The fufpenfion wears the face of infidioufne^fs, and you \ 
cannot imagine America fo blind as not to fufpedi fuch a de- 
fign: if it fhould ftrike them in this light, you will continue 
to alienate and provoke inftead of footbing and attaching; 
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you will make them continue to believe that your offers of 
conciliation are not only feigned, but that the fame plan 
againft their freedom lurks behind the mafk. 

Sir, I deprecate a Britifh Parliament to be themfelves, to 
he ppen and liberal, to remember that they are treating with 
their children, and th^t the face of the ep^ipire depends 09 
this a£l. 

Mr. Ellis faid, it w^s againft the law of parliament to re«^ 
ceive claufes for the repeal of adts when two flages of parlia- 
mentary difcuffion were pafled. To repeal a law was the faip? 
thing as to bring in a new bil), and ought to be debated bptb 
on the introduction and fecond reading. He added, th^t no 
doctrine could be fo dangerous to the liberty of the fubje£t as 
to maintain a right in the Crown to grant charters independent 
of the power of parliament. 

Mr. Wedderburne was of the fame opinion. 

Sir William Meredith replied, that no order of the Houfe 
<^uld be pleaded in bar of receiving a claufe for repealing thofo 
ziSts that were obnoxious to the Americans \ it was always in 
the direction of the Houfe. A claufe to introduce novel, iin- 
digefied, foreign matter, in the middle (t:age of a bill, ought 
fcldom to be admitted. But it w^s the conftant pra^i^e, not 
only confonant to difcretioq, but even binding or\ the good- 
f<pnfe of the Houfe^ to receive claufes that were elTentiatly ne« 
ceffary to the execution of the law propofed, more efpecially 
in the cafe of repeals of bills that were fully known, and bad 
already gone through their full courfe of difcuilion. So ne« 
cefTary was the repeal of the ofFenfive ads to the prefent bill, 
that without a total repea^l it would be not only nugatory but 
Qiifchievous. 

The right of charters being held independent of the power 
of Parliament had not been fairly flated. It had been faid, 
that a charter being the a£t of one branch of the legijlatun only^ 
cpuld never Jiand againjl the united power of all the three branches 
ef the legijlature. But there are fuch things as unalienable 
rights ; and the foundation of every unalienable right is this: 
Mf'hen he who. is competent to convey, conveys ; and be who is 
competent to receive, accepts : fuch ^conveyance on one hand, 
and acceptance on the other, whether by gift, purchafe, or 
any other confideration, cQn(litute a right which, by the law 
and conftitution of England, is unalienable^ and, unlefs. by 
confent or foifeiture, cannot be taken away* Charter rights 
are at lead as facred as the rights of property. And what 
fituation would property be, if it ws^ an arguqiient for depriv- 
ing a map of hj^ fortiioe, that the ^ov^^tf^m^.Vf^ thiP ^ of 

one 
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one man only, and could never (land againft the united ppwert 
of the legiflature of Great Britain ? But if Parliament^ whi(^h 
18 inftituted to preferve, (hould afTume a power to violate pri* 
vate or public rights^ that fpirit which had often been fo glo« 
rioufly and fuccefsfuUy exerted againft the difpenfing power 
of kings would now be called forth againft the difpenliag 
power of parliaments. 

February 24. 
Mr. Powys moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the 
Maflachufett's charier a£l:, which was agreed to. 

The Houfe went into a committee on the two conciliatory 
bills. 

' Mr. Burnll faid, he had hitherto a£ted in fupport of the 
meafures of government, becaufe he had been perfuaded they 
were jBghting for the rights of Parliament; that taxation was 
the primary objedt of the cpnteft ; that therefore he ihould 
think it very unwarrantable to give up that ground till fome 
conceffions had been made by America* He ftated fome ob* 
jedions to the other bill, to enable his Majefty to appoint 
commiffioners. That the bill did not fpecify on what fub- 
jcfts they were to treat, and on what they wiere not to treat. 
Were they to treat with the Americans on the fubjedl of their 
independence? There was nothing in this bill to prevent 
them from doing fo. He objeded likewife to the power of 
caufing a cefiation of hoftilicies, and pointed out fome incoii- 
veniencies attending it. 

Mr. Moreton faid, he had very great objedions to both the 
bills ; but as he was not able at that time to go through with 
them, he gave notice, he meant to oppofe them in fome other 
flage, though this was the moft regular time of doing it. But 
ke ftill declared his conftancy in his old opinion concerning 
taxation, and that it ought to be enforced. He had likewife an 
infuperable obje<Stion to the other bill, and that was, that it 
was in the power of the commiffioners to treat on the inde-* 
pendence of America : the very idea of fuch a thing would 
encourage them to demand it. There fhould be a claufe ia 
the bill to oblige the Americans to make a formal renunci-* 
ation of that claim. 

• Lord Beauchamp was of the fame opinion as to the renun;* 
ciation of independence. 

^ General Frafer went through the whole fubjeft of the Ame- 
rican difpute for thefe laft fifteen or fixteen years \ gave his 
•pinion on the ftamp-adl of the late Mr. Grenviile, whom he 
fpoke of in terms of the higheft regard and afie£lion. He 
thought the. repeal of the ftamp-^ an unwife meafure, 
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]ivered hi9 own genuine and unbiaiTed fentiments, he deiire4 
to do juftice to the fentimems of thofe with whom he ihould 
be fo unfortunate as to differ, on which ever fide of the Houfe 
that difference might be. He was very far from thinking, 
that this war was originally caufed, or had been kept up 
fince, either by a fpirit of oppreilion on one fide oF the Houfe, 
or by a fpirit of fadion on the other. He was perfuaded, that 
there were very few gentlemen on either fide of the HoufCf 
who had not all along aded, and who would not continue to 
•£l from the convi£bion of their own mind, and to the beft of 
their judgment; a judgment, perhaps, far fuperior to his 
own : but that it appeared to him, in a qaeftion of this im* 
portani nature, to be incumbent on every man to form an 
opinion, and much more fo, when he had formed one, to a£i 
up to it. His opinion was not the opinion of the day : but 
had been the conftant guide of his condud; namely, /9 bavt 
givtn the Jnurican$ fonu fatisfaSiion on the fubjeH ofunlimitei 
taxation^ and to fhrua a wiUingnefs to revife the laws by which 
they might think ihemfelves aggrieved \ for though it is now faid, 
that revenue was not the obje(^ of the war, and that if it had, 
it would not have been worth contending for, yet he thought 
every body muft allow, taxation was certainly the origin of 
the quarrel i it was the firft caufe of it ; it was firft in point of 
lime, if not in point of confequence^ and though the queftion 
was more complicated when he took his feat in the Houfe, yet 
be thought much depended on the firft ground of the cbnteft^ 
as the fubfequent fteps might be only the confequences of 
the different ideas of the two countries on that queuion. He 
alwavs thought till fomething was done on this fubjeft, there 
wbuid' be no end of the difpute ; *as a proof of which, he re- 
ferred to the two bills on the table. He had no doubt of the 
competency of Parliament to tax America ; but on the other 
hand, he had no doubt of the unreafonablenefs of our exer« 
fifing this right before fome limitation was put to it. This 
right was new in point of exercife. We had hitherto been 
contented with the reftraints on their commerce. The con- 
du6l of the conftitution in fimilar but much lefs ftrong in- 
ftances, and above all, the peculiar fituation of America, did 
in his opinion require us to withhold the exercijing of this 
right, though in theory it certainly belonged to us. He en- 
tered at large into the reafons that induced him to be of this 
opinion, which virere chiefly the peculiar fituation of America, 
which prevented the inhabitants of that country from having 
the fame fecurity that every unreprefented individual here en- 
joys, becauib he fiibmits to no tax but what the refrtfrnted 
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pretended to receive the bill at -firft with, great pleafure, but 
have afterwards raifed many objedions to it. 

This called op Mr. Town/hend and Mr. Burke^ both of 
whom defended themfelves from the refledions thrown out bj 
the laft honourablie gentleman on the condud of that fide of 
the Houfe : declared, that the moft formidable obje^ons to the 
body of the bills were made by thofe who had all along fup^ 
, ported the deftruiftive war which gave occalion to the prefent 
bills : on the other hand, what was the condud of thefe gentle- 
men who had endeavoured to prevent things coming to the 
prefent unhappy crifis ? Though they at firft declared their 
fear; it was too late; they had given no trouble but what 
ihewed their real dcfire of the propofuions taking t^&. Thtj 
yefterday propofed art inftrudion to the committee, which. If 
received, would only have given the bill more weight, and 
thofe who are to execute it greater dignity* This, though 
certainly well intended, was urged with moderation, and was 
carried againft them without a divifion. Mr. Burke went 
through many of the former arguments with freih vigour. 

Lord North faid, he took that opportunity to declare, what* 
ever dififerent opinions there might be concerning the powers 
of the commiiHoners, that they would have pofitive inftru&« 
tions not to allow of, or to treat concerning, the claim of in- 
dependency fet up by America ; they muft treat as fubjeds^ 
or not at all. He (hould not now enter into a difcuffion con- 
cerning the diiVenfions between the two countries; he had 
gone into this at large a few days ago. 

Mr. Wilmot faid, that though the motidn for the Speaker to 
leave the chair was to go into a committee on the firft bill, be 
begged leave to confider the two bills as compofmg one plan; 
' and though it was more regular to debate the various parts of 
them when they came to a committee, he could not help now 
(aying, that he thought the bills upon the whole were ex- 
tremely well calculated to anfwer the purpofes for which they 
were intended ; that there was a peculiar propriety in not in- 
ferting in the bill a claufe for obliging the Americans to 
refcind their vote of independence ; becaufe, if they treat at 
all under this bill, it muft be as fubje£is^ and the demand of 
fuch a formal and exprefs renunciation, might prevent their 
proceeding at all in the treaty, though they fhould otherwife 
wifii it. He intended at prefent to fpeak chiefly in favour 
of the principle of the bill; a principle he had been pur- 
fuing, and on which he had a£ied ever fince he had a feat in 
the Houfe ; namely, of reftoring union and harmony, by a 
icviial of the law3 relative to America. That before he de- 
livered 
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equally fubmit to : and therefore, though he bad no intereft 
ifi the a^ual rcprefentation, he fafely confided that thofe who 
make the laws, either by themfelves or their rcprcfentativcs^ 
will lay no unneceilary burden, for if they did> all muft equally 
l}ear a (har^ of it. But this was by no means the lot of the 
American : he muft have fubmitted to t^xes, not only which 
he was not concerned in impofing, but which thofe who did 
ipnpofe them did not bear any (hare of, and therefore he wanted 
that fecurity for their equality and juftice. He did not think 
ljii$ country would have abufed this power by a grievous 
cxercife of it : but he never underftobd it to be an argument 
i|t favour of a contefted right, that the perfons who were 
to exercife it, would have the goodnefs not to abufe it, and 
Specially when a tax was laid avowedly to eftablifh the 
frindpU of an unlimited right of taxation. That America 
^ould contribute was highly reafonable, and what America 
herfelf did not deny : but it was faid by a learned gentlemaut 
that the real fpring of the war was to ctuQi a fpirit of inde^ 
fiendence, that was always defigned, and now adiualiy fet u{^ 
in defiance of the legiflaiure of this country. ,He (aid, he did 
not mean to juftify the Americans; their condudi in taking 
up arms juftified us in repelling force by force : but he be- 
lieved independence was no more their deflgn in the begin- 
ning, than oppreifion was ours at any period of the conteft. 
If it was, there was no excufe for not proceeding with more 
vigour at firft, and no ground to hope for accommodatioa 
now. He confeflfed, he had ftill hopes of a permanent re- 
conclliacion, chiefly founded on this, that the claim of inde- 
pendence was a confequence of the quarrel, and not the original 
defign of that country in its collcftive capacity, however ibmc 
individuals might wifli it: but faid, if he had thought the 
fCruples of America concerning: taxation lefs reafonable thaa 
be did think them, he faw no folid objedion before we bad 
entered into this civil war, to the having fatisfied the Americans 
on the fubje£l of unlimited taxation^ to having offered fomc 
fecurity that we would not abufe this power, that they might 
have known explicitly the footing on which we meant to put 
them when conquered^ and which might perhaps have faved Us 
that e3(periment. The cafe was now, indeed, a good deal 
altered. He wiihed fomething efiedive had been done fooner^ 
but hoped it was ftill not too late. 

Mr. Van clofed the debate, and kept the Houfe in a con« 
tinual laugh during the whole courfe of his fpeech. 

Thcf blanks in the commiffioRers bill were filled up, and it 
was ordered to b« reported. 

February 
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February 25. 

Order of the day to go into a committee on the bill relative' 
to American taxation. 

Mr. Powys moved, that it be an inftruftion to the commit* 
tee, to receive a claufe to repeal the American tea a& pafled 
in 1767. Agreed to. 

, Mr. Burke moved, that it be an inftruftion to the com- 
mittee, to extend the provifions of the bill to the Weft Indies. 
Agreed to. 

The Houfe went into a committee. The blanks were filled, 
and the bill ordered to be reported. 

The following is a copy of the bills after they were amended* 

A bill for declaring thi intentions of the Parliament of Great 
Britain^ concerning the exercife of the right of impoftng taxes, 
within his MajeJiyU colonies^ provinces^ and plantations in 
North America, 

Upon the third reading, the title was altered thus : 
For removing all doubts and apprehenfions concerning taxation by 
the Parliament ^f Great Britain^ in any of the colonies^ pro-- 
vinces and plantations in North America and the Weji Indies ; 
and for repealing fo much of an aSi^ made in the feventh year of 
the reign of his prefent majejly^ as impofes a duty on tea im-- 
ported from Great Britain into any colony or plantation in Ame^ 
ricaj or relates thereto^ 

WHEREAS taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
for the purpofe of raifmg a revenue in his Majefty's colonies, 
pro\^ince$, and plantations in North America, has been found* 
by experience to occafion great uneafinefs and diforders among 
bis Majefty's faithful fubjed^s, who may ncverthelefs be dit 
pofed to acknowledge the juftice of contributing to the com- 
mon defence of the empire, provided fuch contribution (hould 
be raifed under the authority of the general court or general 
ailembly of each refpeftive colony, province, or plantation : 

And whereas, in order as well to remove the faid uneaH- 
neiTes, and to quiet the minds of his Majefty's fubjedts, who 
may be difpofed to return to their allegiance, as to reftore the 
peace and welfare of all his Majefty's dominions^ it is expedient 
to declare, that the King and Parliament of Great Britain 
will not impofe any duty, tax, or afTefTment, for the purpofe 
of raifing a revenue in any of the (aid colonies, provinces, or 
plantations : 

' May it pleafe your Majefty^ 
That it 'may be declared and enacted; and it is hereby de* 
clared and ena£ted, by the King's moft excellent Maj^fty^ by 

and 
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and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parjiautent aflem- 
bled, and by the authority of the fame. That, from and after 

S\e pafling of this a£t, the King and Parliament of Great 
ritain will not impofe any duty, tax, or affeflment whatever, 
payable in any of his Majefty's colonies, provinces, and plan- 
tations in North America, or the Weft Indies, except only 
fuch duties as it may be expedient to impofe for the regulation 
of commerce; the net produce of fuch duties to be always 
paid and applied to and for the ufe of the colony, province, or 
plantation, in which the fame (hall be refpeAiyely levied, in 
fiich manner as other duties, coUedled by the authority of the 
refpe^live general courts, or general afTemblies, of fuch colo« 
nies, provinces, or plantations, are ordinarily paid and applied. 
And be^t further enadled, by the authority aforefaid, TbaC| 
from and after the pailing of this a£^, fo much of an ad, mado 
in the feventh year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, in- 
tituled, " An aft for the granting certain duties in the britifli 
polonies and plantations in America ; for allowing a draw- 
back of the duties of cuftoms upon the exportation from this 
kingdom of coffee and cocoa nuts of the produce of the faid 
colonies or plantations; for difcontinuing the drawbacks pay- 
able on China earthen ware exported to America ; and tot 
more eflFeAually preventing the clandeftine running of goods 
in the faid colonies and plantations," as impofes a duty on tea 
imported from Great Britain into any colony or plantation in 
America, or has relation to the faid duty, be, and the fame is 
hereby repealed* 

A nil to enable bis Majefty to appoint commijjionersy with fuffi^ 
cient powersy to treat, con/ultj and agree upon the means of 
quieting the diforders now fuhftfting in certain of the colonies^ 
plantations J and provinces of North America. 

For the quieting and extinguifhing of divers jealoudes 
and apprehenfions of danger to the liberties and rights, which 
have alarmed many of his Majefly's fubjefts in the colonies, 
provinces, and plantations of New Hampfhire, MafTachufett's 
Bay, Rhode Ifland, ConneSicut, New York, New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, $outh Carolina, and Georgia |. 
and for a manifeftation of the juft and gracious purpofes of ills 
Majefty and his Parliament, to maintain and fecure all his fub- 
\cSt% in the clear and perfe^ enjoyment of their liberties and 
siehls : . * I 
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Be it enadcd by the King's mMb excellent Majefty, by ftnd 
with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo* 
lal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and bf 
the authority of the fame. That it (hall and may be lawful for 
fais Majefty from time to time, by letters patent under the great 
fesil of Great Britain, to authorize and empower five able and 
lufEcient perfons, or any three of them, to treat, confult, ind 
agree, with any body or bodies politic and corporate, or with 
any aflembly or aflemblies of men, or with any perfon or per* 
Ions whatfoever, of and concerning any grievances, or com-* 
.plaints of grievances, exifting, or fuppofcd to exift, in the 
governments of any of the faid colonies, provinces, or piaii«« 
utions refpedively, or in the laws and ftatutes of this realm 
iefpe£ting the fame ; and of or concerning any aid or contri-^ 
btttion to be furniihed by any of the faid colonies, provinces, 
or plantations refpedlivcly, for the common defence of this 
lealm, and the dominions thereunto belonging ; and of and 
concerning any other regulations, provifions, matters^ and 
tilings neceiTary or convenient, for the honour of his Mskjeftyj 
his Parliament, and the common go6d of all his fubje£ts. 

Provided alfo, and be it further enaSed and declared, Thil 
no regulation, provifion, matter, or thing, fo propofed, treated, 
confulted, or agreed, (hall have any other force or e(Fe&, or 
be carried further into execution, than is herein after men- 
troned and provided, until the iame (hail have been Confirmed 
by Parliament. 

Provided alfo, and be it further enaded, by the authority 
aforefaid. That in order to facilitate the good purpofes of thia 
ad, his Majefty may lawfully enable the faid commiflioners, or 
any three of them, from time to time, to order and proclaioi 
a ce&tion of hoftilities, on the part of his Majefty's forces by 
(ea or land, for any time, and under any conditions or re- 
ftridions, and fuch order and proclamation to revoke and 
annul, in the fame manner and form. 

And be it further enacted, That it (hall and may be lawful 
for his Majefty, by fuch letters patent as aforefaid, to autho^ 
ptze and empower the faid commiffioners, or any three of 
them, by proclamation under their refpeAive hands and feals, 
from time to time, to fufpend the operation and eSeSt of a Cer** 
tain ad of Parliament, made and paflTed in the fixteenth year 
of the reign of his prefent Majefty, for prohibiting all trade 
aknd intercourfe with certain colonies and plantations therein 
named, and for the other purpofes therein alfo mentioned, or 
any of the provifions or reftridions therein contained,- fpifeci- 
fying, in fuch proclamation, at what times and places refpec- 

lively, 
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ttvehr, and with what exceptions and reftridions, the faid (uC^ 
jpenuon fliall take effeSt ; and the faid fufpenfion and prock'^ 
mation, in the fame manner and form to annul and revoke. 
. And be it further enaded, by the authority aforefaid) That 
it ihall and may be lawful for his Majefty, by fuch letters pa* 
tent as aforefaid, to authorize and empower the faid commi(* 
fioners, or any three of them) to fufpend^ in any places, and 
for any times during the continuance of this adl, the opera* 
tion and eScSt of any ad or ads of Parliament which have 
l^fied fince the tenth day of February one thoufand fevtn 
hundred and fixty-three, and which relate to any ot his Ma« 
jefty's fieiid colonies, provinces, or plantations in North Ame«» 
rica, fo hr as the £ime doth relate to them, or the operation 
and cfFed of any claufe, or any provifion or matter therein 
coiitained, fo far as fuch claufes, provifions, or matters^ relatt 
to any of the faid colonies, provinces^ or plantations. 

And it is hereby enaded, by the authority aforefaid, That 
it fliall and may be lawful for his Majefty, by fuch letters pa« 
tent as aforefaid, to authori&e and empower the faid commif* 
fioners, or any three of them, and they are hereby authorized 
and -empowered, to grant a pardon or pardons to any number 
or defcription of perfons within the (aid colonies, provinces, or 
plantations. 

And, that no lett or hindrance may happen from the va- 
cancy of the office of governor and commander in chief in 
any of the faid colonies, provinces, or plantations refpec-* 
tively, or from the abfence of fuch officer from government, 
be it further ena£led, by the authority aforefaid, That it fhali 
and may be lawful for his Majefty, by fuch letters patent 
as aforefaid, to authorize and empower the faid commiffioners, 
or any three of them, in any of the faid colonies, provinces^ 
or plantations refpcdively, wherein his Majefty hath ufually 
heretofore nominated and appointed a governor, to nominate 
and appoint from tinie to time, by any mftrument under their 
hands and feals, a proper perfon to be the governor and com- 
mander in chief in and for any fuch colony, provmce, or plan- 
tation, to have, hold, and exercife the faid office of governor 
land commander in chief in and for fuch colony or plantation 
fefpedively, with all fuch powers and authorities as any go- 
• vernor of fuch province, heretofore appointed by his Majeity, 
might or could have exercifed, in as full and ample manner 
and form as if fuch governor and commander in chief had 
been nominated and appointed by his \4ajefty's letters patent 
or commiilion ; and for that purpofe, if need be, to revoke^ 
• annul) and make void, any commiffion or letters patent her«tt* 

tofcire 
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tofore grailted fcnr appointing any fuch governor or commander 
in chief. 

And be it further enabled, That this r& (hall continue to be 
in force until the firft day of June, one thoufand feven hundred 
and fevency-nine. 
. * . February 26. 

No debate. Adjoiirned to March 2* 
March 2. 

Sir Gny Cooper. I rife to move, that the bill for enabling 
bis Majefty to appoint commiffioners, &c. be now read a third 
time : but before I make that motion, I will, with the indul- 
gence of the Hoqfe, humbly offer my fentiments on the very 
important fubje<St- matter of both the conciliatory bills. 

Sir, it appears to me, that when the propofitions which 
^efe bills contain (hall be fent to America, and circulated 
through the revolted colonies, and when the terms which thev 
offer (hall be known, confidered, and underftood, they will, 
by degrees, induce every moderate man, and every man of 
property who is not too far embarked and engaged with the 
prefent governing powers, to confent to a treaty with the 
King's commijSioners, on the ground of a dependence o» 
Great Britain, and on conditions beneficial and advantageous 
to both countries* 

The terror of taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain 
bas been for fome time paft the great power and prevailing 
influence by which the leaders of the revolt have poffeffed and 
governed the minds of the people ; and, in my humble opt* 
nion, this plan of peace, founded on fuch concefHons, will 
tend more effedually to weaken the power, and to counterad: 
die authority of thofe leaders, than any mcafures which could 
bave.been taken in the prefent ftate and circumftances of 
things. When the owners of land, the planters of tobacco 
and rice, the growers of corn, the breeders of cattle, the pro- 
prietors of houfes and wharfs, know with certainty that they 
may not only have peace with Great Britain, but peace in per- 
fect fecurity, that they never (hall in future be taxed, except 
by their own reprefentativc?, in their own general courts or 
aflemblies ; all fuch men will, all fuch men muft, be difpofed 
to confent to a re-union with, and dependence on Great Bri- 
tain on fuch terms. 

When they are recovered from the frenzy of fear which has 
fo long diftraded them, they will fee, in its true light, the 
government under which they now live; inftead of fcederal 
republic, compofed of free dates, of which they dreamed, 
they.wiU fin4 and f(^el, when they are awake, the hard hand 

and 
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and rigorous control of an ariftocratical government. It is 
in vain to impute blame to the rulers for this rigour and feve- 
rity. Ufurpation mufl be maintained by force : and if the 
mayor of New York, and fome of the bed and mod refpeft- 
Able ciclKens of that city, have been imprifoned in the roolfr 
arbitrary manner, and tried and condemned contrary to all 
legal forms ; if the good people of Albany have been under 
perfecution ; if the Quakers have been banifhed for confcience 
fake; if every man who has continued faichfal to bis King and 
country ; if every neutral and moderate man be furrounded by 
fpies and informers; if their motions be watched, their fteps 
counted, their letters opened, their houfes entered, their papers 
ieised, their perfons imprifoned, without caufe aiEgned, or 
charge exhibited ; thefe are the neceflary and inevit2U>le con- 
fequences and efFe<%s of fuch a government. 

When the people compare their prefent ftate and condition 
wkh that mild and equal government undej- which they lived, 
grew, profpered, and flouri(hed, that recollection cannot pa£» 
over their minds without touching and reviving fome of the 
«fie3ions and charities of former relation and connexion, 
which, though covered and obfcured, are not, I truft, obli- 
terated by the prefent moft unhappy animoficies. 

They will be at liberty to compare their dependence on 
Great critain, on fuch teVms, with an alliance with the court 
of France. To Great Britain they are united by religion, 

fovernment, laws, language, habits, afFediion, and relation, 
rom Great Britain they derive! their fpirit and their love of 
liberty; and from the charters granted by the Kings of Eng« 
land, and the ufage under thofe charters, which is ceruinly the 
beft intrepreution of them, they derive thofe free conftituiions, 
on which they juftly fet fo hign a value. 

They muft, when they arc at liberty to make an eleflion, 
be carried, by the ii refiftible impulfes of the human heart, to- 
wards that country which they ufed to call their home. 

An alliance of the Britifli colonies with the French King 

. againft their mother-country is moft unnatural, and can only 

be dilated by defpair. ' The alliance of a high-fpirited free 

people with a defpotic government ; the religion of the fe- 

yereft proteftanls, with a great, powerful, and ambitious ca* 

tholic ftate ; the plain and fimple manner of the Americans, 

with the fa(bions, cuftoms, and character of a high-poliftied 

and luxurious nation. The clay and the metal will not co* 

here. Mifery may make men take op with ftrange compa- 

: nions for a time, but fuch connexions cannot long fubfift ; 

and indeed we have feen, in point of fa<St and experience, that 

the manners and habits cf the French and the Americans do 

'-'" F - ti^x. 
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not accord better the more they know each other, as moft of 
the French officers who ferved in Gteneral Wafliington*s army 
quitted that fervice before the clofe of the campaign. 

But it is faid, that it is now too late to offer thefe terms of 
peace to the revolted colonies, and that at this time no fuc- 
cefs can be expected from the commifEon to treat with them. 
Sir, it is my humble opinion (which perhaps at iirft fight 
may appear fome what fingular and refined) that thefe mea- 
fures at this time have a fairer profpe<Sl of fuccefs, than they 
would have had at the beginning of the troubles. In the firft 
conilid of their paffions after the ftandard of revolt was fet up, 
in the firft fits of their refentment^ they were perhaps more 
intra£lable and unmanageable, more animated againft this 
country, more deaf to the call of reafon, the feelings of na- 
ture, or the motives of intereft, than they may be when the bills 
and the commifHon arrive in America. 

They have fufFered the diftreflfes and calamities of war 
raging in their provinces, which I lament as much as any 
gentleman in this Houfe, or in this kingdom ; but which, in 
my confcience, I think the violent counfels of the leaders of 
independency have brought upon them. 'I hey have been 
put to feel the galling yoke of the government which they 
have chofen. They have had time to think. They have 
had fpaiium requiemque furori^ But the great leading con- 
fideration is this: men, under the prefTure of any real or 
imaginary grievance, fubmic with wonderful patience to every 
perfonal and dpmeftic diftrefs 5 they can fee, without depref- 
fion of fpirit, their wives, their childreiv, and all that are dear 
to them, without the comforts and even neceflfaries of life. 
* For where the greater malady is fixed, the lefTer is fcarce felt. 
But conceifion, and a redrefs of grievances, will reflore theqn 
to a fenfc of feeling. When the mind is free, the body is 
delicate^ 

Such is the reafoning, and fuch are the conclufions upon 
which my hope of the fuccefs of thefe mofl arduous and im- 
portant meafures is formed. It is grounded alfo on the beft 
information of the prefent ftate of the temper and turn of 
the minds of the people, which I have been able with fome 
diligence to procure. I have converfed with many perfons 
of knowledge and credit; I have read many letters conveying 
the opinions of intelligent writers on the fubje£k; and 
though I am aware that all fuch intelligence ought to be re- 
ceived with great caution, and that it often comes to Great 
Britain difcoloured by the prejudices through which it pafles 
in the mind$ of the perfons who fpeak or write on the pre- 
knt conU&i yet I think I am juftified in believing, frdm 

all 
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all the evidence taken together, that the ground is in many 
places prepared for the feed. 

But it is faid, that a great obilacle to the fuccefs of thefe* 
meafures ftill remains ; for though it be granted, for argu* 
meat's fake, that many men of property and moderate prin-*' 
ciples may be inclined to return to a dependence on Great 
Britain on fuch terms, will they be able to accompli(h their 
wifh, and to carry their inclination into elFe£t ? 

It muft be confefied (as was obferved by an honourable 
gentleman [Governor Johnftone] on the fecond reading of 
Sie bills) that nothing but a pretty general confent of the"* 
community can bring the leaders to liften to any terms 
of accommodation with Great Britain. Sir^ I own I en* 
tertain an idea, that the turn and temper of the minds of 
the majority of the people in the colonies, at this, hour, 
fomewhat refemble thofe of the people of England juft be- 
fore the Reftoration. When the reins of government fell 
from the weajc hands of Richard Cromwell, and when Fleet- 
wood and De(borough, with the Rump Parliament, governed 
the kingdom, the Prefbyterians joined with the Koyalifts 
againft the' dominion of the Independents, and the tyranny 
of the army. When Monk moved from Scotland, nineteen 
men of property out of twenty wifhed for the reftoration of 
the old government. At the head of his veteran forces he 
Galled a free parliament, after he had extinguifhed the power 
of Fleetwood and his officers. Monk did not force the na« 
*tion to recall the royal family; he did nothing more than, with 
great management and addrefs, condufl and fupport the incli- 
nation and wiflies of the community. When the gracious de- 
claration from Breda was circulated through the nation, and 
the King's letter to the Commons was delivered by Mr.Gren- 
ville, and read in the Houfe, the whole country ftarted into 
adion, and the reftoration was brought about with a rapidity 
and eSeGt perfeiSUy inconceiveable fome months before i and 
when the King arrived at Canterbury, and was received with 
fuch acclamations of joy and expreiSons of afFedion, he 
aflced where all the men had lived who had done fo much 
nrifdiief? 

It will be anfwered, and cannot but be admitted, that 
there are many circumftances in the two cafes diflimilarj 
but I hope and truftj that, with refpe^ to the inclination and 
wi(hes of the people at both the periods, the refemblance 
will be found to be ftrong. But be that as it may, and 
whatever be the evenly 1 £hall ever think that the meafures 

F 2 which 
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which thibfe bills are calcubted to carnr into execution, Witt 
and ought to do great honourto the noUe Lord who profoki 
them to Parliament, 

Earl Nugent faid, he wilhed the Americans joy of their 
tiew charter ; and added, that in the bills coming on he hoped 
the Houfe would be unanimous, for, in his opinion, that wat 
the only thing that could fave this nation. 

Lord North move^. That the bill declaring the intention! 
of Parliament relative to taxing America be read a third 
time. 

'^ Mr. Salter Sptnar Stanhope. The awe and embarrai&aent 
which opprefles every attempt of mine to fpeak ia this 
Houfe, and ^ich I feel particularly oppreffive at this mo* 
mcnt, is fufficient at all times to keep me filent.. It has done 
(o through tfiie courfe of this feffion hitherto, and would da 
fo now; but that, after a regular attendance during every 
ilage of the progreb of a bill, unexpected, important, as the 
prefent, were I now, at the third reading, to letjt pais with- 
out faying a few words upon die fubjcCl, it would be, in my 
opinion, for ever to clofe my lips in this Houfe, and depeS^ 
bus in in fentintiam^ as long as I may have the honour to (it 
in it for the future. Sir, the noble Lord, on his firft intro- 
duction of the bills now before you to your confideration^ 
did very candidly, and with great propriety, call fur the clear, 
unbiafled, weli-confidered opinion of every member in the 
Houfe* It is my purpofe, Sir, to give what I do aflure him^ 
is an unbiaiTed and well^confidered opinion. I will endea- 
vour to make it as clear as I can, and as ihort. With refpeft 
to the time when it has been thought expedient to bring tbefe 
proportions before the Houfe, I fliali (ay very little. It is 
impo(Hble for a private individual, without more adequate 
means of information, without a poifibility of forming a 
comprehenfive and complete judgment upon the fubjedl:, to 
decide with juftice upon it now. If it (hould in future ap- 
pear that the golden opportunity has been fuffered to efcape, 
caufelefsly to efcape, and by the fliameflil , delay of two or 
three weeks only; then. Sir, it will, it muft, become nuitCer 
of highly criminal hifpedion^ and of folemn judicial in^try, 
hereafter. At the prefent, dierefore, I forbear to give any 
opinion upon it; for, late as this meafure eertainly was 
brought in, wh^n it did come, it was introduced by- a ^eeb 
from the noble Lord that breathed fuch a fpirit of candotn*, 
and glowed with fuch a fervency of expreffion \ he (hewed, 
in a fituation certainly (bmev^hat awkward and embmraffing, 
Tf fuch 
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foch eameftnels of mind, and fincerity of heart, to effed the 
good work of peace i his conceffions were fo ample, his plan wat 
fo promifmg, that I own, for once, I wiihed him heartily fuccefi. 
I was willing to hope the time was not yet too late, the oppor- 
tunity not yet pafleJ ; I wiQied no advantage in debate might be 
taken of any unguarded expreffion, any imprudent declaration^ 
he might in the honeft warmth of his difcourfe have incau* 
.tioufly hazarded ; for fuch there undoubtedly were : as» ^ That 
taxation was at no time, in his opinion, an obje^ worth 
fighting for; that the Congrefs, in 1774, made claims to* 
tally inconfiilent with any dependence whatfoever upon thit 
government; when, in 17759 he fent over only 5000 meil 
to encounter a claim fo hoftile and alarming,". Thefe were 
imprudent and utiwife afiertions ; but I wi(hed them to paft 
unnoticed, when I heard him itate, as the firft part of hii 
plan (though the bill ftands fecond in the order ol the day)) 
^*' Ti)at in order to induce the colonies to treat concerning 
the repeal of ads of Parliament, when, by the very tSt of 
treating, chey muft, by way of preliminary, and virtually, 
at leatt, renounce the independence they have aflerted, it 
would be itecefi'ary to afTure to them fome previous and con^ 
fiderable advar.cafci;e, by way of equivalent *, therefore taxa-* 
tion for the future (hould be renounced/' And here, that I 
may not have occafion to recur to it hereafter, I muft fairly 
iky, that the bill for the relinquifhmenc of taxation is per* 
fedly confonaPt, not only to the letter, but to the fpirit of 
what the noble Lord then advanced. The ambiguous ex* 
jpreifion of the ^^ exercife of the right of taxation," has been 
ftruck out, the immunity has been extended to the Weft 
Indies, and a claufe has been admitted to repeal the tea S|6i. 

I am extremely forry 1 cannot give the fame commenda* 
tion to the other bill. Let me recall to your recoUedion^ 
Sir, the manner, and the ground upon which that was intro^ 
duced by the noble Lord, as the fubiequent part of his plan* 
He told uc, ** That on account of the diftance of America 
from hence, of the want of any perfons prefent here, who 
could confent on her part, and for a variety of other reafons, 
it was impoffible the treaty could be negotiated in Parliaments 
therefore it became neceflary to appnint commiffioners, to be 
entrufted by Parliament with very ample and extenfive pow* 
ers, both with refped to perfons and things, particularly with 
the very extraordinary power of fufpending a£b of the le* 
giflature : that, for this mcafure, extraordinary as it was, A 
precedent was to be founds a fimUar power had been veiled 
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by Parliatnent in commiffioners in the reign lof Charles the 
Second.*' In this manner, Sir, was the bill upon your table 
iirft introduced to the Houfe ; and fo introduced, 1 gave it 
my hearty vote and aflent. Ought the vote I then gave to 
influence and direct my vote of this day ? Should 1 be in« 
confident in now difapproving this bill ? Or is this bill no 
longer the fame, cither in its principle or provifions, as that 
for which I have already voted ? This, Sir, is what I mean 
to examine ; for I ftill think the meafure, as it was firft ex- 
plained, a meafure of wiidom ; and have heard no arguments 
that have changed my opinion in that refpc£^. I am not at 
all alarmed, either by the argument of a very learned gcn-^ 
tleman [the Lord Advocate of Scotland] early in this 
bufinefs who endeavoured to point out the pernicious con- 
fequence of allowing a fufpemion of the prohibitory bills, or 
by the forcible manner in which he endeavoured (as he cx- 
preffed himfelf) to drive it out of the noble Lord by dint of 
reafoning ; and if he failed in that, intreated him upon his 
knees, again and again, to confider, before he allowed f fuch 
a power, before he admitted a poifibiiity of the Americans 
pouring, unmoieftcd, into the harbours of France and Spain, the 
collected produce of three fucceffive harvefts, the greateft 
part of which our frigate^ had blocked up in their warehoufes^ 
He was anfvirered, that the ads of navigation would take 
place upon fuch a fufpenfion, and thofe the commiffioners 
would have no power to fufpend. That anfwer, in my opi-i 
nion, does not at all apply to the objedion of the learned 
gentleman. The a£ts of navigation are, to all intents and 
purpofes, at this moment fufpended ; and fo they muft re- 
main, till peace is thoroughly re-eftabli(hed throughout 
America. Great Britain cannot perform the part (he ftipu- 
lates to perform by the adls of navigation* She has no offi-i 
cers in the refpe<9ive ports of America to grant the clearances, 
permits, or thofe papers, by whatever name they are called, 
without which fhe expe61;s no American veflel to navigate 
the feas. How then is it poffible, in juflice, or in common 
fenfe, to expedt that America (hould perform the part re^ 
quired of her by thofe a<Ss, or fubmit to the alternative of 
paying you a heavy penalty, for failing without thofe papers, 
which it is impoffible for her to procure, which it is not in 
your power to furnifli her with ? But was the objedion 
ever fo well-founded, or ever fo alarming, there is one fliort 
anfwer^toit; that the power of fufpcnding the prohibitory 
a^s, that, is, of deiplaring a fufpeAfionof arms by fea, ap* 
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pears to be abfolutely neceilary for the purpofe of bringing 
cm any treaty at all, or even any conference about a treaty. 
Not, Sir, that I think there is the fmalleft reafon to be 
alarmed at the efFeds of fuch a fufpenfion. The commif- 
lioners may grant it upon condition s though I own my opi- 
nion is, that they will be obliged to grant it without any con- 
dition at all. But at firft it will undoubtedly be only for a 
very (hort time, much too fhort for the evil confequences to 
enfue, which the honourable gentleman feems fo much afraid 
of. Indeed the commiiHon irfelf cannot take up any great 
length of time; and, in all probability, the gentlemen will 
be able to judge, almoft to a certainty, of the event of their 
negotiation, in a very few days after their landing. 

Another objedion was juii hinted, with much appearance 
of delicacy, by a right honourable gentleman, of great and 
approved taknts for foreign negotiation. [Hans Stanley.] 
But, Sir, fo far from bearing hard againft the bill, it is, if 
any thing, an argument in favour of it. It was this; that if 
once we admitted the independence of America, fo far as to 
commence a treaty with her as fuch, what reafon could wc * 
give why France or Spain (hould not do the fame ? And was 
it not highly probable they would i Sir, if we are fo tho- 
roughly exhdufted and debilitated, if our ftrength is wafted fo 
much away, and 6ur fpirit bowed fo very low, as to crouch and 
humble at the power of France, and meanly acquiefce in her 
infults and encroachments ; in that cafe, Sir, the idea of the 
right honourable gentleman may ferve us for a miferable pre- 
text to hide our weaknefs and our (hame. But if we have 
aught of our former vigour left, or a fpark of our ancient 
enmity remaining, fuch a flimfy pretence, I am fure, will 
never divert the refentment, or for a fingle moment fufpend 
the vengeance that haughty power deferves but too abun- 
dantly at our hands. 

Another right honourable gentleman [Welbore Ellis] ob- 
jeSttd very roundly to the bill, becaufe he thought it did in 
effed give fubftantial independence to America. So far. Sir, 
I ihall agree with him, that the terms this bill holds out are 
fo near independence, that, though ceKainly much lefs difad- 
vantageous to this country, the difference between them is not 
worth fighting for; moft indubitably much lefs worth fighting 
for than taxation was ; and the noble Lord has lately found 
out, that he never thought that an objc£l worthy the conteft. 
This, Sir, however, can be no argument with me, who hold, 
Aat, heavy, and almoft intolerable, as the lofs of America 
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muft be, it is lefs deftrudive totally to relinquifli, if we can« 
not by treaty regain, our right to that of which we have been 
unable to retain the pofleffion, than to devote what remains 
ef the empire, than defperately to rifque the very exiftence 
of this country and our happy conftitution, upon the wildy 
abfurd, and hopdefs attempt to fubdue by arms the whole 
continent of North America. With refpe^ to the effe£t of 
thefe conceffions producing all but a nominal independence 
to the colonies, that, Sir, I think, will very much depend 
ttpon the manner in which the continental paper-money fhall 
be. funded; for funded it muft certainly be, if the coUedlion 
of the taxes to be levied for providing the intereft of fuch 
funds is entrufted to the hands of the crown. On the crown 
the Americans will ftill remain dependent. The old policy 
^ King William, the prefent policy of the Nabob of Arcot, 
will be renewed acrofs the Atlantic; all the monied men 
there will be interefted to fupport the funds, and the govern^ 
ment who have the management of thofe funds. And then 
the high tone of prerogative and fupremacy will ceafe there, 
as it has done here, and in its room the milder voice of {n't 
fluence will be heard and attended to ; it will be more 
peaceable and perfuafiye, but as elFedual and produSive to 
the full. 

Having gone through thefe objeSions, and attempted to 
fliew why my opinion is not afFeded by them, I recur to tb9 
queftion : Is this bill, either in the letter or the fpirit of it^ 
conformable to what the noble L6rd gave us to expe£l, when 
he iirft introduced his propofitions ? He quoted a prece# 
dent in the reign of Charles the Second. I have examined 
that precedent. The a£t is the igth of that prince, cap. 13, 
It was made with a view to bring about an union with Scot% 
land, and enads, *^ That twelve commiffioners be appointed 
with full power and authority to fufpend, &c. according to 
their difcretion.*' In conformity with this precedent, the 
^ noble Lord brought in his bill, which runs, *^ That com- 
miffioners be appointed, with fuU powera to agree, to tresit^ 
to fufpend, ^nd to pardon, according to their wifdom apd 
dilcretion.'' In this Ihape the bill vras committed ; but jo 
that committee it has been fo materially changed in its 
claufes, fo fundamentally altered in its principle, that I dio 
not hefitate to pronounce every man perfe^ly free Of the 
charge of inconi|ftency) who, having voted for this bill at 
the outfeti (hall rejed it now, as no longer whfit it then pre- 
tended to be i na/f there is but o^e fofBj^ reafon upon 
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which I (houU think myTelf juftified in confeoting this day that 
Ihe bill ihould pafi, and diat is, that I have it not in my power 
to amend it ) and imperfeA as it is, it is better than no bill at 
alh But let us examine the alterations that have been made. 
They were introduced by a learned gentleman [The Attorney 
General] without any argument, and with but one very 
fliort obfervation, which had more the air of a dUium from 
the bench, than that of free difcufEon which is ufual in com- 
mittees. All he faid was, that it was thought neceflary to 
make the amendments that were made, left the ciaufes, as 
diey ftood before, (hould interfere with the inflru£lions under 
which the commiffioners were to a6t. It was not ihevm 
vrherein the ciaufes might interfere, or whether their inter<« 
jerence^ if any there might be, would be prejudicial to tha 
purpofes of the bill or not ; but, Hmply and fliortly, that it wag 
thought neceflary to make them, 'rhe neceflity of fo doing 
has not been demonftrated to me ; and fo far from being 
able myielf to difcover it, I can fee innumerable reafons againft 
it* What is it that gives occafion for this bill in the firft 
ioftance, that makes it expedient to entruft to commiffioners 
the high and dangerous powci of fufpending ads of Par* 
liament ? Is it not the prefTure of the time, the vaft diftance 
of America from hence, the complicated nature of the ads 
flie complains of, that can alone juftify the law we are now 
{mffing, that fuggefts to us it is better to hear before we de- 
termine, to fufpend rather than repeal, and to delegate that 
power of fufpenfion to the wifdom and difcrettun of commif*^ 
fioners upon the fpot, rather than blindly to exert it in the or* 
dinary courfe of legiilation here i To this purpofe was the 
precedent adduced \ to this it is Aridly in point ; and as 
ilridly and abfolutely decifive againft the alterations made in 
the committee. The adt of Charles the Second appoints com- 
miffioners with full powers to fufpend certain ads and ciaufes 
of ads of Parliament even here in England, at no greater dif- 
fance than Newcaftle, or Berwick upon Tweed. Is not the 
fu^ument then incomparably ftronger in this cafe, Vkrhere rhe 
' |ilace of treaty is to be in America, acrofs three thoufand miles 
of ocean? Yet, notwithftanding this precedent was produced 
by the noble Lord bimftlf } notwithftanding the ground upon 
which the whole bill is founded i^, that the plenipotentiaries 

• Mpon the fpot will be better able to judge what is fitting to be 
fk>ne than Parliament^ or any other perfons who are not upon 
the fpot; notwithftanding this, the committee have, thought 
proper to expunge every word in the bill that extended to give 
e diicretioaary powcf lo tde comtniffionerS| without wluch the 
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bill becomes, in my opinion, abfolutely wafte paper : and as it 
now flands, it is folely to vcft in his Majefty's niinifters a 
fufpending power out of Parliament, and that the form of Jt 
iball be by way of indrudlions to commiifionexs, inftead of the 
ufual mode, by bill in the two Houfes. This is a thing for 
which no precedent has been, or can be, produced ^ it is 
dire6tly in the teeth of the precedent produced by the mover 
of the bill ; and will itfelf form a new one, of a more alarming 
and deftrudive tendency, than all that any violent or defpotic 
minifter has yet been able to warp to an evil purpofe. Why 
are we to do this ? Why are we to truft nothing to the dif- 
cretion of the commifTioners who are to go to America, and 
repofe unlimited confidence in the fuperior wifcom and dif^ 
cretion of the minifters, who are to remain here ? Have we 
bhberto found their wiidom fo preventive, their forefight fo 
intuitive, or their information fo mfallible, as to prefer their 
bare conjecture at this diftance, to the a^ual obfervation of 
thofe who will be upon the fpot i But further, Sir : It ihould 
feem as if this demand which is now made to Parliament^ to 
delegate their own eflential and peculiar rights ; queftionable 
as it is with refpect to their power conftitutionally to do it ; 
highly difagreeable, and to be juftiiied only by the moft ex* 
treme neceifity, as the exercife of fo delicate a power> fuppoC- 
ing them to have it, mufl be : it (hould feem, 1 fay, as if 
what is now required was not fufficiently unpalatable in itfelf^ 
but that peculiar pains had been taken to render it ftill more 
difgufting. We are neither permitted to have the nomination 
of the comniiifioners, which, 1 think, would have been highly 
proper, nor are even thought worthy, to be told the names oif 
thofe whom we are about to inveft with an authority greater 
than the fovercign himfelf pofleflTes. Yet this authority, under 
tbefe circumftances, am I Willing to give them; becaufe I 
hold it to be indifpenfably necefTary they fhculd have it. But 
if it be fo indifpenfably neceflfary, ought not only to be wil- 
ling to give it them, but abfolutely certain they ihould have it. 
Can I fay, as the bill now flands, that I am certain of that? 
Do I not know it is liable to be fettered by reftridions I have 
not confented to, and mutilated by inftrudlions I may never 
fee i nay, which I prefume I never fhall fee i For thofe who 
could refufe us a fight of the inftrudtions to Lord and General 
Howe, without even the flightcft pretence of areafon forfo 
doing, will vindpubtedly be equally unvijlling to indulge us 
with a fight of thefe, even after the event of the commiffion 
. (hall have been determined ; as was the cafe when.thofe former 
infiru^Qos were moved for and rcfufed* . And yet I was told 
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by a leader of that majority who refufed me fo much as a fight 
of thofe inftructions, that there was a conftitutional remedy 
to reforttoin this cafe; that the minifters ftood anfwerable 
for the inftruifiions they gave; refponfibilityrefted,as it ought 
to do, with them, as principals, and not with the commiffion* 
ers a^ing under their direction. Sir, in the pure and virtuous 
times of the republic, when Rome was Rome, I know that 
there was really a power in the ftate, that could make minifters 
feel and tremble for their refponfibility. I have read of mini- 
fters that have loft their heads, on account of the civil troubles 
their oppreffive government had occafioned. But in thefe days, 
with Parliaments fo conftituted, with the power of the purfe lb 
unlimited, when the very individuals that blame and condemn 
minifters without doors, fupport and vote for them within, to 
talk to me of the refponfibility of a minifter, is a mockery and 
infult to my underftanding ; and I ftiould pay as much atten« 
tion to a grave difTertation on the enforcement of k night's -fer- 
vice, or the legality of fliip-money, or any other obfolete 
queftion, as to an argument founded on the refponfibility of 
minifters. 

Sir, the more I confider the reafons I have urged, the more 
I am convinced the bill ought not to have been altered in the 
committee in the manner it has been ; but yet, changed and 
mangled as it now is, and ineffeAual as I much fear it will 
prove, I am not ripe to give oiy vote againft it ; I dare not 
do it. 1 dare not reje£k any attempts, however feeble and un- 
promifing, that have peace with America for their object, par- 
ticularly this, which is the firft fymptom of a change in that 
diftempered and fatal fyftem which has reduced us to our pre- 
fent miferable condition. I (hall rejoice exceedingly to find 
that that reafon has the fame weight with other gentlemen it 
has with me ; and that, difapproving, and defpairing of good 
from the prefent, they will yet forbear to give it any violent 
oppofition, and fufter it to pafs at leaft without a diviiion. 

I have now, bir, finifhed what I wifhed to fay upon this 
queftion. But yet I cannot fit down without obferving how 
very extraordinary it is, that the Secretary for the American' 
department, the great efficient officer to give efFeft to thefe 
bills, has thought proper to obferve the moft profound filence 
concerning theni, though he has conftantly attended every 
ftage of their difcuffion. I (lile it only extraordinary at prefent; 
becaufe I truft he has referved himfelf till this day, to give his 
opinion at large upon them. But (hould he perfift in his 
taciturnity, and cautioufly (helter himfelf under a referve be 
may deem as prudent as jt is myfterious, his conduft will 
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iurdy then be highly difrerpe^ful and indecent to this Houfe. 
What ! fliall we truft the correfpondence with the commiiEon<» 
ers, the inftrudions to be figned, the principal diredion of 
this great work of conciiiatioii, to a man, whofe fentimentSf 
the laft at lead he has thought proper to declare upon the fub* 
jeSt here, were, that he would fooner cut off his right hand 
than fign a treaty with rebels with arms in their hands ^ Has 
he changed his opinion in that refpe^l, or does he hold this 
Houfe too cheap to tell them whether he has or not i I cannot 
perfuade myfeif, Sir, that this can be the cafe ; and therefore 
all I have further to fay is, that if it were in my power, it is 
by no means my intention, to force the noble Lord to get up 
fo early in the day. I am too confcious, that when the great 
leaders in this Houfe takb any early part in any debate, they 
ilkftrate the queftion with fuch pointed argument, they il- 
luminate it with fuch brilliant eloquence, that it is impoffible 
for any young and unexperienced member to attempt to get up 
after them. Happy for fuch it is, if they can catch a moment 
before the attention of the Houfe has been too long tried, or 
the queftion too much exhaufted ! they will then find that 
patient indulgence with which I have been honoured this day* 
No one, I fear, could deferve it lef^ ^ none, I am fure, can be 
more grateful for it. 

Mr. Mutton ironically congratulated Lord North upon the 
cordial affiftance he had received from his new allies. But 
iiid, the taxation bill could not pais into a law, without anew 
conftitution in America; becaufe the fubjeds of Great Bri- 
tain, wherever they are, are taxable by the Parlianf^nt of 
Great Britain, whofe power has no bounds. If the Americans 
are not taxable, he defined any lawyer or politician wo^ld fliew 
him by what law they were exempted ; and if they are not 
exempted by any law, he defired the gentlemen of the learned 
profeflioB to which he had the honour to belong would tell 
him whether they were exempted by the pierogative of the 
crown ; and if fo, whether it was in any of their charters. 
He knew of but one, Maryland ; and the man who put the 
feal to that charter ought to have been impeached. If they 
were not exempted, either by law or the King*s prerogative, 
they ftill remained taxable \ iinlefs fome gentlemen did fup* 
pofe Parliament had loft its right of taxing them, by non* 
qfage. He dreaded therefore the confequence of this meafure 
even more than the dodrine. Then went into a long ftate of 
the danger of raifing money in America by requifitions from 
the crown ; by which revenue, fo raifed, the King might be 
enabled to goverii this country wittiout PerUaoieals. Next he 

went 
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into an inquiry^ what could gire rife to this fiuiden convert 
iion^ that in ail ages and countries was commonly attended 
with fome material communications or irifitations, fuch as^ 
thev met fomebpdy on the road, or going into the city, who 
had illuminated their underftandings. That as none fuch had 
come to him, he muft remain in his old opinion, unconverted. 

Mr. Dundas [Lord Advocate] faid, while he thought it was 
pradicabie to tax America, he was always for it. But when 
General Howe was obliged to leave Jerfey, he began to en- 
tertain doubts of its fuccefs ; and the misfortune to General 
Burgoyne afterwards was experience fufficient, and warranted 
him in frying, that the taxation of America by the Britifh 
Parliament had been found to be impradicable. No miracu- 
lous illumination could ever perfuade him that government 
ihould attempt imprafticable things. If we are not able to 
fabdue America by force, we mull mix with our meafures 
femething that may lead to conciliation. 

Mr. Gilbert^ after exprefHng his concern that the aflairs of 
die public were greatly negle&ed, and that a committee (bould 
be appointed to inquire into the expenditure of the public 
money, particularly into the exorbiunt'contra£ts and abufes 
of office, and the exorbitancy of office fees ; he declared bis 
refolution, the firft time Lord North went into the ways and 
means, to propofe a tax of one fourth upon the incomes of all 
placemen. 

Mr. IVdkis. I have not given the leaft oppofition to the pro* 

frefs of either of the conciliatory bills, which have been 
rought into this Houfe by adminiftration. I thought it the 
part of candour to acquicfce, to fufFer the bills to go through 
the committee without interruption, and to receive every im- 
provement, which the noble Lord with the blue ribband 
[Lord North] who firft introduced them among us, or any of 
his friends on the other (ide of the Houfe, chofe to fuggeft 
or adopt. We are now. Sir, in pofleffion of a plan, with 
much care revifed and correded bycheoftenfibleminifterhere, 
in the full expedation of its being equally pleaHng and pala-. 
table on both fides the Atlantic as well as this Houfe. Thr 
great outlines indeed, Sir, oppofition mud approve, for thef 
are undoubtedly their own. They were long ago traced Out 
by themfelves, although the fpirit of them now is gone. Other 
means than thofe of coercion have been long fteadily urged« 
The noble Lord with the blue ribband has as liberally borrowed 
their ideas as the Chancellor of the Exchequer means to borrow 
their money on Friday, when he opens the budget. The gen- 
demen on tnis fide the nouCe have frequently propofed a revifioa 
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frfall the zSts complained of by our American brethren. Above 
three years ago a parliamentary revifal of thofe ilatutes was 
warmly prefied on the minifter^ and it is not three months' 
fince I had the honour of fubmitting to the Houfe a motion 
for the repeal of thofe very ads, which, in a lefs conftitutional 
mode, commiiHoners are now to be authorifed to fufpend. I 
made that motion, Sir, while America was ft ill free to nego- 
tiate, ftill free from all foreign treaties, or folemn engagements, 
as independent ftates, with any of the great powers of Europe. 
There is fcarcely an idea in either of the two aSs, for gentle- 
men feem ta agree to confider them together, which has not 
been fuggefted by oppofition. The " ceffation of hoftilities 
on the part of his Majefty's forces by fea and land ;** ** the 
granting a pardon or pardons to any number or defcripfion of 
perfons within the faid colonies, provinces, or plantations ;" 
^' the treating, confulting, and agreeing with any body or 
bodies politic and corporate^ or with any aiTembly or afiem- 
Uies of men, or with any perfon or perfons whatfoever, of or 
concerning any grievances, or complaints of grievances exift- 
ing or fuppofed to cxift in the government of any of the faid 
colonies, provinces, or plantations refpedively, or in the laws 
and ftatutes of this realm rcfpe<fting the fame;'* " the treating 
of any aid or contribution to be furnifhed by any of the colo- 
nies, provinces, or plantations refpeftivcly ;" ** the not impof- 
ing any duty, tax, or afleffment whatever, payable in any of 
bis Majefty's colonies, provinces, and plantations in North 
America, except only fuch duties as it may be expedient to 
impofe for the regulation of commerce ;" all thefe important 
confiderations have been repeatedly urged to the minifter, while 
the fword ftill flept in the fcabbard, before the late deluge of 
the blood of the fubjedU of this empire in an unjuft and unna. 
tural war. At laft m6re is offered than was afked. A repeal 
of all the obnoxious adts fince the year 1763 only was propofed. 
The minifter now agrees to facrifice the ftatutes of alnioft 
anothtr entire year, for he gives up all the a6ls fince the 10th 
of February 1763, the infamous aera of the peace of Paris, by 
wMk the mort valuable conquefts of a glorious war were fa- 
CtiJ&SlllL Whence can fuch a change arife? 

] Aferve, Sir, that feverdl gentlemen have this day mention- 
ed their converfion, the aera and caufe. A very learned advo- 
catje [H.Dundas, Efq. Lord Advocate for Scotland] has faid 
that he was converted when Sir William Howe was forced 
to retire from the Jerfeys. Another honourable gentleman 
[Charles B^ldwyn, Efq. ] tells us, that he was converted when 
General Burgoyne capitulated at Saratoga. Waftiington and 
.^^ Gates, 
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Gates, Sir, are certainly very powerful apoflles. I fliouid 
not be furprifed if General Howe himfelf was at laft con- 
verted. I believe the ara of the noble Lord's converiion 
is not far diflant. I fufped it happened at the fuccefsfui mo- 
ment of the late American negotiation in France, which I 
greatly fear has eftabli(hed their independence. It is impoifi- 
ble not to be charmed with the gentle, meek, fupplicating^ 
humiliating tone of the noble Lord at the prefent moment. ' 
We hear no more of the vengeance of the ftate againft daring 
rebels. The harfh difcord of war no longer grates on our 
cars. Peace, harmony, reconciliation with our brethrell^ 
are the enchanting founds with which we are now ravifhed. 
The terrible exterminating minifter of wrath no longer alarms 
the revolted colonifts with ^05 ego. The noble Lord, with 
no lefs policy than pity, foothes them, and in mild accents 
(ays, motos pr aflat componere flu£i us, I much fear, however^ 
Sir, the colonies will never be gathered together again under 
his minifterial wing. 

The two conciliatory bills are, in my opinion, more calcu'^ 
lated for this country than America. They appear only meant 
to quiet the minds of the people here, and to amufe this king« 
dom, not to regain the colonies ; but I truft the day of reckon- 
ing, and of exemplary puniibment, approaches. The pre- 
fent dead calm forebodes a furious tempeft. The bills hold 
.out what minifters know to be a fallacious hope, a reconci- 
liation with the colonifts on terms fliort of independence. 
The objeft is merely to fcreen minifters from the indignation 
of the public, and the vengeance of the people. There can 
be little doubt of this, when the very words of the adis, ia, 
the ftate they firft appeared here, are confidered. The pre- 
amble of one of the adts was, " Whereas the exercife of the 
right of taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain for-^ th6^ 
purpofe of raifing a revenue in his Majefty's colonies, pro-" 
vinces, and plantations, in North America, has been found by 
experience to occafion great uneafineflTes and diforders, an(ttias 
by fundry mifreprefentations been made the means of mifl*^-' 
ing many of his Majefty's faithful fubjedis." Thcfe M^'-'^ 
are a kind of fecond declaratory a£^, in which the rigMTw^ 
taxation is aflerred at the inftant you give commiffiStki^ 
powers to fufpend it. Was this meant as a healing meafure ? ' 
Could minifters really intend to confer a favour, as they af- 
fedied to think, and yet choofe the moft ofFenfive, the moft 
obnoxious,vthe moft galling expreffions? The prermble to 
the other conciliatory bill is liable to the fame ftrong objedlion. 
It is, ^' for the quieting and extingui(bing of divers jealouiies 
and mifreprefentations of danger to their Ubectv^% v^ 
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legal rights^ which h^ve.mifled msnv of his Majefty's fubie^ 
in the colonies^ provinces,. &c." Muft not fuch expremcof 
be neceilariiy confidered by the Congrefs as the language of 
high and dired infult i The commifEoners muft derive alt 
^etr powers from thefe two ads of the legiiUture> in which 
the Americans were accufed and upbraid^. Are thcfc the 
winning, perfuafive arts of peace and reconciliation} Was t 
Reconciliation really intended, or have ndinifters only in^ view 
to delude the nation^ and to incenfe them againft the Anie«- 
ficans, with the abfurd hope of at laft compelling ihem to an 
unconditional fubmiflion ? 

Adminiftration, Sir^ thought the game defperate^ and hai 
cmly in view their, own fafety, the prefervation of their 
power, and perhaps a facility in the enfuing loan. They knew 
the folemn declarations of the Congrefs to fome of the greateft 
powers of Europe fo early as December 1776, and con* 
firmed laft November, the bafis of which refted fofely oa 
their independence. They pofTefs it defa^o. I fear we fhaB 
be obliged to give it them dejurt. If the prefent propofitions 
are rejected, we cannot heficate in preferring the acknowledge- 
ment of their ihdependcnce to an expenfive and bloody war* 
in which at laft conqueft is admitted to be an impoffible and 
frantic attempt. We ought to enter into a foederal union 
with them, and endeavour to fecure the advantages of the 
moft important trade with America by a commercial treaty, 
which would be reciprocally advantageous to both countries. 
Unlefs, indeed, the eloquence of our commiilioners can eSe£t 
what the force of our arms has in vain attempted, their retin- 
quifbing the claim of independence. The adminiftration are 
perfedly acquainted with the various commercial engagements 
of the colonifts, from which they cannot recede. It appeared, 
like wife, that the military as well as the civil have concur- 
red in reprobating every idea of a dependence on this coun* 
try. The fccptre of America is departed from Britain. 
Three months after the Britifti army had taken their capital, 
the feat of the Congrefs, Philadelphia, Wa&ington gave it 
otLt in general orders from head-quarters, December iyth» 
*' We may on the heft grounds conclude, that, by a fpirited 
continuance in the meafures necefiary for our defence,, we 
iball finally obtain the end of our warfare, independence, li» 
berty» and peace.*' In Oftobcr 1774. the Congrefs humbly 
fupplicated his Majefty for peace, liberty, and fafety. Since 
that period fafety had been fecured to them by their own 
prowefs, except, indeed, on fome parts of their very extei\&ve 
coaft. TheV had fince been driven into, independence, and 
begda to fiafte lt$ fweets. We had cancelled all the ties by 
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which the two countries had long held together; ind iiiice we' 
had forced them into a very relu6lant warfare, they held to 
the people and the army^ as its great end, the manly lan- 
guage of independence, liberty, and peace, America was 
driven to defpenition. It is now as to us a bofom friendfbtp 
foured to an implacable hatred. We have wantonly burnt 
her towns, butchered her men, women^ children, even in- 
£ints at the breaft, mafTacred the captives in cold blood, fcalped 
the dying and wounded, and carried fire and fword through 
ber moft fertile provinces. What a contraft has their con- 
duct been to a whole Britiih army and general who capitu- 
lated! What a noblenefs in turning away from the humiliat- 
ing fpefbicle of Englifh foldiers piling their arms by word 
of command from their own officers ! Are 'our miniflrerd 
weak enough to expedi to cajole America with a parchment 
a^ at the moment they declare that they defpair of coilquefl: 
by the fword ? The idea muft to them be perfedly f idiculouS) 
when the Americans recolleft that the noble Lord with the 
blue ribband, at the beginning of the war^ had prophefied that 
they would be foon at our feet; and the noble Lord at the 
head of the American department had infifled on uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion. The Americans had now tried their ftrength 
and found their refources, both on their own continent and in 
Europe, adequate to all their views. They faw the world in 
admiration ik their firmnefs and fortitude, in the warmefi: 
applaufe even of the mihtary achievements. The zeal of 
the French nation in their caufe rofe to the higheft pitch of 
cnthufiafm, and even this ifland might fay to America, in the 
words of Horace, ^^ tg cede gaudentes Britanni compojitis vem* 
rantur arms.** 

The honourable gentleman [Sir Grey Cooper, Bart.], 
Sir, who made you the motion for the third reading of the 
billy fays, the Americans will fee ^' that we do not mean to 
tax them.'* They have no confidence^ Sir, in any of our 
* profeffions or promifes. The adt of parliament of the feffion, 
or the fecretary's official letter, they hold in equal contempt. 
In 1765 there was io great a ftagnation of our commerce in 
confequence of the ftamp-adt:, that in the following year that 
iinju(i, as well as uncommercial a£^, was repealed, and all 
the fources of trade between Great Britain and her colonies 
were again opened, and flowed in full abundance. Notwitb- 
ftanding this, in the very next year duties to be paid in Ame- 
rica were impofed on tea, glafs, paper, and other articles, 
which threw the whol^ empire again into convulfions. Ame-> 
rioa faw that we were not to be confided in during the ihort 
period of a finglc year, and that nQ tie, even of our o^a 
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intcreft, could bind us to any terms of future fecority for them^ 
It IS impoffible, without the higheft indignation, to refleft 
from what a height of profperity we arc now fallen into an 
abyfs of mifery and ruin. The difpofitions of America in 
1766 were mofl: friendly and aflfedionate. The wife meafure 
of the repeal of the ftamp-a<ft dift'ufed univerfal joy through 
the thirteen now revolted cohnies. At Philadelphia, in May 
' 1766, they unanimoufly came to the following generous refo- 
lution, " That, to demonftrate our zeal to Great Britain, and 
our gratitude for the repeal of the Aamp-aft, each of us will, 
on the fourth of June next, being the birth-day of our moft 
gracious fovereign George the Third, drcfs ourfelves in a new 
luit of the manufactures of England, and give what home- 
fpun we have to the poor.'* What were the unanimous refo- 
lutions of the Congrcfs, not ten years after, in the very fame 
town ? Our enemies have publiftied them to the world with 
mockery and triumph. With what perfidy has the province 
of the Jerfeys been treated ! When that province returned to 
its ailegiancej was it reftored to the free exercife of its trade 
and commerce, and to the ftme prote6lion and fecuritjf, ^s if 
it had never revolted ? Or did that province continue undent 
the ban of the empire, as a lucrative job to the friends of .the 
ifiinifter ? Yet the minifter^ in the fCing^s name, at the open- 
ing of the feffion of Parliament in Odtober 1775, ^")lemnly 
held out fuch prbmifes to the Americans. It is impoffible the 
colonifts can have any confidence in fuch minifters, or their 
agents or commiffioners ; and unlefs men, as well as mea- 
fures,are changed, no permanent reconciliation can be eiFe£(ed* 
OUr perfidy may, indeed, poffibly be retaliated upon us in a 
mock treaty and a delufive negotiation, but no ftable, folid 
peace can be obtained by the authors of their grievances. 

The ear of England, Sir, is rankly abufed by minifters, 
"Who pretend to afiure us of pacific difpofitions in the colonies, 
and a defire to return to their dependence on the parent ftate, 
when not the leaft fymptom of fuch a nature has appeared; 
Has the Congrefs, or any one colony, made the leaft over- 
ture to a reconciliation fince their declaration of indepen- 
dence ? Have not the Americans exprefled the utmoft abhor- 
rence of the minifters who are to nominate the commifiioners, 
inftead of a difpofition to treat with them ? Aod will they 
entertain a more favourable idea of their creatures? I muft 
declare that I fee nothing in the intended negotiation but dif- 
grace and humiliation on our part, after our repeated injuries^ 
and a lucrative job for five, bold hungry dependents of the 
minifter. Would to God, Sir, I may be miftakcn^ and that the 
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cbmmii&oners may return to Europe with unenvied wealth and 
bloodlefs laurels. Their grateful country will honour them to 
its lateft pofterity. Their fame v/ill be immortal. 

An honourable gentleman [Edmund Burke, Efq.], one of 
*he greateft ornaments of this Houfc, fays, that he obferves 
great benevolence among us towards the Americnns, I 
heartily wifli that I could difcovf r it. Among three fets of gen- 
tlemen which have been mentioned this day I fear the Ame- 
ricans have very few friends. . AH the dependents of admi- 
niftration, the large majority in this Houfe, who have voted all 
the cruel and opprefEve adls now to be fufpended, have certainly 
iio great benevolence towards the Americans. Thofe who 
are accuftomed to pace in the trammels of a dcfpotic mi- 
nifter, and to be obedient to his fovereign nod, naturally abhor 
the enthufiaft for liberty, the uncontrolled fpirit of the fens 
(of freedom. I fuipedl, likewife, that there is not much good- 
-wiU towards our fellow-fubjedls in the colonies among the in- 
habitants in the northern parts of our own ifland. It would 
'be a curious fpeculatioa to inveftigate the caufes of the marked 
hatred of the Scots in general to the Americans. Is it, Sir^ 
that although fome fmall parts of America are almoft overrun 
with Tories, as others are with different deftruftive animals^ 
yet there fcarcely ever was found a fingle Jacobite in all our 
colonies? Are the Scots in defpair, becaufe they have not 
been able to find any thing in North America congenial with 
them i They cannot there mingle treafon with treafon. Is it 
that, believing the prefent refiftance in the colonies to partake 
of the nature of a true rebellion, they are jealous of fuch an 
ufurpation of the Americans on their peculiar prerogative ? 
-Scotland feems, indeed, the natural foyer of rebellion, as 
Egypt is of the plague; but. Sir, no monopolies in this 
Commercial country are permitted. Mancheftcr and Liver- 

£>ol would oppofe fuch a monopoly, and juftly claim no i'mall 
are in it, from their vigorous efforts in favour of the Pre- 
tender in 1743. It will, Sir, be a new and ciurious fpeilacle 
in 1778 to mark the North jtf>uring forth her hardy fons to 
qdelj an American, not to aid a native, rebellion, carefully 
Jiurfed in her frozen bofom, and afterwards in a tainted part 
of England kindly tendered and foftered in its progrefs to 
the fouth.. The third fet of perfons lately mentioned are 
Ac country gentlemen. 1 refpeft the charafter, but I fear 
many of them are hoftile to America and American rights. 
They are, for the mod part, very ftcady, not burdened or per- 
plexed with many ideas, and perhaps with few of a v-iy libe- 
ral nature. A fingle principle appears of late to have go- 
verned them. They hoped to throw off from thci: flv^iuld^i^s o^ 
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the poor Americans a confiderable part of the enormous bur- 
dens, under which they groan, of the debts of their late adopted 
German, and the prtfent American, war. The noble Lord 
with the blue ribbon had aflured them of a folid and fubftan-^ 
tial revenue from America. On this plan of private economy 
to them the minifter bargained for their fupport. 'Their 
difappointmenr, and the lenfe of his jockeyfhip, has un- 
doubtedly much chagrined them, but I will not dwell^on this 
fubje^ft. Their eyes feem to be opening, juft as they are 
drowning. 

Another honourable gentleman [Thomas (jrilber't, Efq.] 
complains that every thing refpedling the public is in a great 
degree negleded, and that fbmc of our moft important con- 
cerns are fcarcely regarded, tte has accordingly, with much 
gopd-fenfe, held out to the Houfe the idea of a committee to 
examine into the expenditure of the public money during 
this war. I agree with him, that nothing is now fecure, or 
indeed properly taken care of, except the proteftant fucceffion* 
His propofal meets my full and warm approbation. Another 
committee, however, feems to me ftill more immediately ne- 
ceffary, a committee to inquire into the nature and caufes qf the 
failure of the Canadian expedition^ for we cannot hide the 
nation's fear. I am forry to be informed that the Houfe is to 
be prorogued at Eafter, for I fear we cannot in this*feflion un- 
dertake both thefe important concerns. The inquiry into the* 
Canadian expedition, the lofs of a Britifh army, and the hor* 
rid cruelties committed on our fellow^fubjefts, is of the firft 
importance, both to vindicate the honour of our fovereign, 
and the humanity of the nation, t am ihocked, Sir, at the 
falfe rumours daily fpread, and the foul reproaches cafl: on the 
common father of all his people. It is repeatedly circulated 
in print. Sir, that on the 17th of Odlober, after Burgoyne's 
capitulation, in which Gates demonftrated a refined delicacy 
of honour, unparalleled in European armies, the Britifh Ge-* 
neral wis received with refpeft, and dined with the American 
hero ; that nothing unkind was faid to him, except aflcing, 
how he could find in his heaj-t to burn the poor country peo^ 
pie's houfes wherever he pafled, and that he anfwered, it was 
the King's orders. From all the letters of Burgoyne it has 
been repeatedly afferted, that the projeft of the Canadian ex- 
pedition originated from the clofet of the King arid the office 
of the American fecretaryj and that the employing the 
Savages againft our fellow-fubjeds was among the primary 
ideas adopted on that occafion. The American fecretary, m 
a letter to General Carleton, dated Whitehall, March adf 
^777i ^^yh ^^ ^^ ti^is pl^^ cannot be advantageoufly executed . 
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without the affiilance of Canadians and Indians, his Ma- 
jefty ftrongly recommends it to your care to furnifli both ex- 
peditions with good and fufficient bodies of thcfe men. And 
I am happy in knowing that your influence among them is fo 
great that there can be no room to apprehend you will find it 
difficult to fulfil his Majefty's intentions." In the " Thoughts 
for conducing the war from the fide of Canada, by General 
Burgoyne," which were approved by the King, Burgoync de- 
fires a thoufand or more favages. Colonel Butler was direft* 
cd to diftributc the King's bounty money among fuch of the 
favages as would join the army; and, after the delivery of the 
prefents^ he afks for 401 1/. York currency, more, before he 
left Niagara. Burgoyne's barbarous proclamation appears 
now to be only a confcquence of his fanguinary inftruftions. 
General Gates's letters have informed the world with what 
favage ferocity and cruelty the Indians carried on a^war, to 
which they were fo ftrongly invited. An Indian campaign is 
known to be productive of every fpecies of torture, to which 
the human frame is fubjed. In the laft campaign fcarcely 
fewer women and children in fome parts where the war raged 
with the greateft fury, expired under the torture of the 
tomahawk and fcalping-knife, than were killed by the fword 
and bayonet among thofe who bore arms. Colonel Butler^s 
letter to Sir Guy Carleton of July 28th fays, '' many of the 
prifoners were, conformable to the Indian cuftom, afterwards 
killed/* Has the fecretary at war yet thanked the -favages in 
the King's name for their alacrity? I have not had time fully 
to examine the numerous papers on our table, and therefore I 
am ignorant whether we have any letter from his Lordfhip 
fimilar to that from the war-office, of the i ith of May 1768, 
** that, having had the honour of mentioning to the King the 
behaviour of the detachments from thefeveral tribes of Indians, 
which have lately been employed in the fcalping and tomahawk^ 
ing his American fubjedts, he has great pleafure in informing 
the General that his Majefty highly approves of the eondudi 
both of the Indian chiefs and the men, and (tieans that his 
royal approbation (hould be communicated to them through 
the General. Employing Indians in fuch a fervice gives him 
[the humane fecretary at war] pain, but it is neceflary. He 
hopes they will continue to perform their duty with alacrity. 
Every poflible regard (hall be fhewn to their zeaV, and they 
(hall have the protef^ion of the law and this office under every 
difagreeable circumftance." 
)4n Burgoyne held himfelf out as an a£kive agent on this 
G 3 occafion^ 
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occafion^ not by the flighted mention of any fuppofed miUtarjf 
talents, but by fuch an abjedt flattery of the American fecretary, 
as I hope no other man in Europe could commit. He declares,^ 
in a letter to Lord George Germ aipe, dated from Hertford- 
ftreet, Jan. i^ 1777, *^ 1 humbly laid myfclf at his Majelty's. 
feet for fuch active employment as he might think me worthy 
of. This was thfe fubftance of my audience on my part. I 
undertook it, and I now report it to your Lordfhip, in the 
hope of your patronage in this purfuit. A hope, my Lord, 
founded not only upon a juft icnfe of the honour your Lord- 
fhip's friendfhip muft reflect upon me, but alfo upon a feeling 
that I defer ye it, in as much as a folid refpeft and fincerc per- 
fonal attachment can ccnflifjte fuch a claim." In his lettclr 
of June 22, i777> he feems to have fully entered into the 
ideas ofhis principal ; fpr he fays, " that he met the Indians 
yefl:erday in Congrefs, and gave them a war feaft, according 
to their cuftom," of which war feafl: we know the moft folemn 
ceremony to be drinking human blood out of the fkulls of" 
their enemies. In the fame conference he confents to the 
mangling of the dead, for he fays, he ^^ allowed the Indians 
to take the fcalps of the dead." Surely, Sir, an inquiry into 
thofe horrors, and the failure of an expedition, which has not 
only difgraced our arms, but obfcured the name of Engliihmen, 
and fixed a foul ftain on our national character, is ftill more 
worthy of our inquiry than even the wafte of public treafure, 
although we are, I fear, if the war continues^ too near the 
brink pf a general bankruptcy. 

I obferve. Sir, that gentlemen have this day been very fond 
of giving advice to minifters. I am not fond at any time df 
giving advice, but I will for once follow the example. My 
advice then, Sir, to adminiftration is, to fupplicate his Majefty 
tQ order an immediate ceflfation of arms in North America, 
and to recall his forces. Humanity and juftice call aloud for 
this meafure. The minifter has at length confefled, we 
cannot conquer America. To what purpofe then are more 
torrents of blood to be fhed ? The Americans will accept, or 
they will rejedl, your propofitions. If they are accepted, the 
war is at an end by conceifion. If they are rcje£ted, the end 
of the war, conqueft, has been found, and is now acknowledged 
to be, impradicable. The (bedding of the blood therefore of 
a fingle man for an objeft, which confelTedly cannot be oh- • 
tained, is not only unjulf ifiable, but highly criminal. Many 
of the meafures of oppofition have been at length adopted by 
minifters. 1 hope tbis^ the mofi important of all, will have 
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ihe fame fuccefs. An immediate ceffation of arms was pro- 
pofed the very firft day of this feflion by an excellent young 
nobleman on this fide the Houf*. [iVIiirquis of Granby.] It 
will do more than all your commiflioners can without it. 
Perhaps it may (ave Howe from the fate of Burgoyne. It 
wll give time for cooling on both fides, and at IcaU (hev7 that 
you are relenting towards your brethren, that you are ea^jrer 
for that peace and reconciliation, which alone can form the 
folid happinefs of both countries, and muft be c^evoutly wifiied 
by every friend in each, to their mutual profperity. It may 
fave t^e fragments of this difmembered empire;, for 1 own I 
fhall tremble for the fate of Canada, nearly loft three years 
ago. Nova- Scotia, the two Floridas, ai.d the Weft-India 
iflands, if the powerhil confederacy of the thirteen united 
colonies continues. 

Sir, I heartily wifli fuccefs to thefe two conciliatory bills, 
and that we may regain by treaty, what we have loft by 
tyranny and arms. I would agree to almoft any treaty, rather 
foan continue this ruinous war, which has coft already above 
thirty millions fterling, and the lofs of twenty thoufand men. 
1 entirely approve the eft'ort, although I have my fears that it 
is made too late. Sat bereft fat cito f let the experiment how* 
ever be tr ed, and may boili Britain and America again form 
one powerful empire, on the principles cf equal liberty, juft, 
mild, commercial, and tolerant ! We (hall then be able to 
ftand the (hock of all the adverfe powers of the world, again 
be feared and refpedied abroad, and at home a great, united 
and happy people. 

Sir George Yonge propofcd a rider, to declare, agreeable to 
the bill of rights, that any difpenfing power in the Crown was 
iUe^ -, and that this bill (hould not be drawn into a pre^ 
cedent. 

Mr. Thurlow [Attorney General] faid, the propofed rider 
was unneceffary, and might have imputations charged upon it 
that were hurtful. Was indifi^erent whether accepted or not; 
btit thought it moft prudent not to bring the matter into dif- 
cui&on. 

The rider was withdrawn. 

Upon the queftion being put, '' that the bill do pafs,** 

Mr. Bahr remarked, that a noble Lord at the head of the 
American department, who was to fign the inftrudiions, and 
HH'ough whofe hands, officially, the bu(inefs of the treaty 
wkh America was to pafs, had not deigned to fay one word, 
whether he approved the meaiurc or not \ whether he had 
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adopted as yet the ideas of peace, or dill retained the fpirit of 
war, and thofe principles of coercion, witli which he cam? 
into office ? 

Lord Geoxge Germain faid, that the noble Lord who had 
brought forward this meafure, and had broyght in the bill% 
had fo fully, to all points, explained, that it was unnecefiary 
for him to fay the fame things ii\ much worfe words. Bu^ 
ho\yever, whepever called upon, he was very ready to give his 
approbation to the meafure. That he did it on the exigfincy 
of the times, and Mpon ^he prcfent circumftances of the cafe ; 
upon th^ ground of expediency he he^iirtily concurred in the 
meafure. 

Mr. Bij^rh then arofe ; and by mifvmderftanding, or not 
perfeftly comprehending, the noble Lord, called for (bme 
ihore explicit declaration of the fentiments of that minifteiPy 
who was to give the bufipefs its form, and to fign the in- 
firu3ions. 

Lord Qeorg.e Germain then rofe to ej^plain himfelf ferther^ 
and faid, I am clear to fpeak to the point of the conllitutiony 
in every fentiment which I pver held. What I faid, as 
quoted by the gentleman, was faid upon the then ftat? of th^ 
cafe. But if circumftances are ^hanged, fo mud me^furea 
change. What 1 then faid 1 was juftified in by the fenfe a^d 
concurrence of Parliament, Tbe cafe is now changed; and 
what I nqw fay, the exigencies of ^he prefent circumftances 
equally juftify; and in which I fee alfo I have the full con-r 
currence of Parliament. Therp is no change of fentiment ia 
me. What the cafe requires, and what the fenf^ of Par^ 
liament adopts upon fuch cafe,^ it is n^y duty to follow, and I 
will execute with my.beft ^eal, ^n4 tq the utmoft of my 
abilities. He then faid, that although the honourable gentle- 
man was perfe(9:ly verfed in the forms of bufinefs and office, 
yet he was mift^ken, in fuppofing'that he, as Secretary for the 
American ,4cp;i'"tfnent,^ was to give the inftruftions, pr to 
iign ^hem ; th^t it was indeied hi$ du^ty to f^am^ thenpi, from 
the opinion of the councilj and, fo framed, to carry them to 
his Majefty j who, if he approved them, ligned them, and 
alfo counterfigned himfelf. That he (aid this only to fet 
the; gendeman righ^ as to tiie mode of doing b^inefs ; he 
acknowledgedi that by carrying them to the King, he became 
ifie perfon refponfible (or them, as well as by delivering them. 

Mr. Town/bend then rofe to make general remark^ on th.Q 
merit in the condu£l of oppofition on the prefent oc9afio|;i, ; 
and the queftign pafTed without a diyifioi\, 
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March 3, 4, 5, 

No debate. 

March 6. 

The day for opening the budget. y 

Lord Iforth began with explaining the terms of the loan. 
He enumerated the feveral Aims that had already been voted 
this feffion by Parliament, to which he added thofe that 
would probably be ft ill voted to complete the fupplies of the 
current year. The monies already voted have been men* 
tioned on the feveral days ; we fhall therefore mention onl j 
fome of the moft material articles that have not yet ap- 
peared, viz. 

For maintenance of conviSs employed on 
' tbtf Thames - • - 

Paid in penflons to perfons compelled to 

leave America - - - 

Deficiency on malt duty 
Pftto of grants for 1777 r 

Intereft on Exchequer bills 
There were other articles pf lefs moment 

which it is needleis to enumerate ^ but 

the fum total amounted to - - 13230318 2» lO 

Tpt^ards defraying this cxpence, he 

reckons the land and malt- tax 

1,500,000!. Exchequer bills as ufu^lj 

and taking the finking-fund * by antici- 
pation upon a 5th quarter, at 3,000,000!. 

with fome inferior articles, amounting 

in the wl?ole tp - • - 7^94786 o 6| 

Balance - 59355^2 2 ji 

So 



* The fmking.fund, from the 5th of April 1776 to the 5* 
of April 1777, produced as follows: £. 

Firft half-year, from April 5, 1776, to Oaober 10, 

1776 - - - . - 1907428 

Second halfr-year, from October |o, 1776, to April 

5,1777 - ... . 985512 

Year'$ produce, from 5th April, 1776, t05th April, 
"1777 • - -. !! 299294P 

The 
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So that he propofed to borrow fix mil- 
lions upon the following terms : Each 

ftibfcriber of lool. to be entitled to 

an annuity of 3I. per cent, which he 

valued at - - - - 66 10 o 

A farther annuity of 2 1. 10 8, for 30 

years; which, at 14 years purchafe, 

was equal to , - - -^ 2$ ^ ^ 

And a proportionate iharc of 48,000 

•lottery tickets; that is, eight tickets 

for every looal. (ubfcribed ; tl>c pro^ 

bablc profit on which would be 3I. 

each; which for every lool. was - a 8 

111 ■ 1 1 I ^ 

Total - io« 18 « 

"^ He 



The finking-fund produced, from the 5th of April 1777 to th^ 

5th of April 1778,. 
Firft half-year, from April 5, 1777, to Oiftober ip, 

1777 - - - - . 1700811 

S«coihI half-year, from OSober 10, 1 777, to April 

5, 1778 - . - . ' 94411S 



Year's produce, from 5th April, 1777, to 5th 
April 1778 

Produce of the year, from April 5, 1776, to April 

5> 1777 - 

Produtrrof the year, from April 5, 1777, to April 

..5> V78^ - - - - 

The produce of the year, ending April 5, 1777, ex* 
ceeds the produce of the year ending April 5, 1778 

5^t it n^uft be obferved, that in the year ending5th 
April 1778, there was paid 1 00^000 1, more to the 
civil lift than in the year ending 5th April 1777 ; 
and, moreover, that half a y^ar of the ihtercft of 
the awney borrowed on the tax on fervants was 
paid in the year ending 5th April i778i though 
110 part of that tax was yet levied ; thtfe together 
make an additional produce, in favour of the year 
ending 5th qf April 177.8!, of - . - 

The nett balance of pfoduce in fiivour of the year 
ending 5th of April 17.77 is therefore only n 



2644926 

2892940 

2644926 

248014 



150000 

9801:4 
Tnottgh 
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He obferved, that much art had been ufed, both at home 
an4 abroad, by the enemies of this country (declaring at the 
fame time that he had no particular perfons in view) to de. 
prefs the credit of the nation, and even to prevent the loan 
from b6ing obtained altogether; for this reafon he wiibed 
the advantage to the fubfcrihers might be coniiderable ; for 
that it was bettqr to grant ample terms than to rilTc a bar- 
gain .that might ultimately tend to our difcrcdit. He there- 
fore thought it both juft and wife to give the fubfcribers fuch 
a bargain as might turn out a profitable one. That he had 
held out no falfe colours to the lenders, nor let one fyllablc 
efcape him in * regard to the probability of a war with 
France, the apprehcnfion of which had lately fo deeply af- 
fected the public funds that they might not have it in their 
power to reproach him with events that might haj^n; 
that they therefore knowingly run the rifle of that contin- 
gency; that he rather chofe to borrow upon worfe terms, 
than to hold forth flattering hopes of any kind whatever.; 
that feveral reafons might be afligned for the prefent fcarcinr 
of money befides the rumour of an approaching war ; fuca 
as the extravagant fpeculations many of our merchants had 



Though the above figures (it is believed) are accurate, or 
to a trifle fo, yet it is very certain, from authentic and incon- 
trovertible documents, that the nett receipt of the cuflroms for 
the year 1776 decreafcd from the nett receipt for the year 1 775 
in the amazing fum of 1,075,9601. No cxcefs in the excife^ 
through the profufions of the war, or in any other branches of 
the revenue, could compenfate, or nearly compenfate, this di- 
ininution. It is therefore to be prefumed, that this period is 
not even yet brought forward into the public accounts; and 
that the produce is lying fome where, unaccounted for by the 
colledors or receivers. By indulgences of this kind, fnewa 
to thofe entrufted with public money, thefe oflices, with ap- 
parently trifling falaries, become the moft beneficial the Trea* 
fury have to beitow ; and obfcure people, much to the difgrace 
of the finance- adminifl:ration, and to the prejudice of the pub- 
lic, (who are always in advance, and pay dearly for every Shil- 
ling they are in advance,) acquire, loon and undcfervedly, 
princely fortunes in them, free even from the envy and the 
anxious uncertainties that ever attend on the offices of the 
mpre confpicuous minillers of fiate, 

lately 
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that' one ground' of judging of this, which prevailed in all 
nations, was by the expence at which they lived ; and this, 
though it might not anfwer in every fingle inftance, was yet 
a very good general rule ; that laying the tar upon the con- 
fumption of commodities was both equal and palatable, as 
the refentment of the perfon taxed fell on the dealer, and 
not on the officer of the revenue ; that Che taxes on coacbe!!^ 
on fervants, and on houfes, were proper and eligible, as 
they were vifible figns of ability to pay them; that a tax 
on bricks and tiles had formerly been thought of and rejected ; 
as likewife taxing houfes by the extent of their fronts, or bj 
' the number of their chimnies, which was the fame as hearth- 
money, neither of which afforded a juft eftimate of the value 
of the houfe. He propofed therefore to exempt all houfes 
under the rent of 5/. per annum from all taxation j that aH 
houfes from 5/. to 50/. (hould be rated at bd, in the pound, 
and from 50/. and upwards at u. to be paid by the occupier; 
that this' tax might be levied by thofe who collected thie 
window- tax, with a little additional a£aflance for a year or 
two, till the rates were fully adjufted. He then proceeded, 
by the ailiftance of the window- tax, to form a computation 
what the prefent tax would raife ^ which he reckoned as 
follows: £, 

In England and Wales, - - * 259000 
In Scotland, ---*--- 5000 

In all 264000 
He then propofed an additional tax on all wines imported, 
Viz. eight guineas per tun, or 2^. a bottle, on all French 
wines; and four guineas per tun, or id. a bottle, on all other 
wine i which his Lordlhip computed would amount to 72,558/. 
in the v^hole 336,558/* viz. 6. 558/. above the fum wanted. 

The following is his Lordlhip's Calculation of the produce 
of the above taxes. 

Houfe Tax. 
£4,000 houfes in London, Weftminfler, and Mid- £. 

dlefex, between 50/. and 5/. a year, - - « - 14750 

30,900 ditto, above 50/. per ann^ - - - . - 193500 

190,000 houfes in England and Wales, comprized / «' " 

at 15/. on an average, •---..--• 7*1250 

'*'* - 17,000 houfes in Scotland,' ----,.. 5CO0 

*^ * ^____.^^_^ 

Carried over, *a84000 
* His Lordlhip &id he ihould only ilate this at 284,000/. 



94 PAHLIAMfeKTAiiY A, 17^8. 

Brought over^ £. 264000 
Additional Wine Tax, * 

On claret and port, -^----i.-.- 725*8 

356088 
Required by ways and means, *.--!..- 3500,00 

Surplus, . 6088 

His Lordfhip concluded with ohferving, that it was tio 
very agreeable employment to propofe taxes of any kind; 
•that tt was a meafure neceflary in point of honour, not a point 
of pleafure ; but that he thought it more honourable not to 
decline any duty of his office whilft he held it, however dif- 
egreeable* 

Some debate enfued. The gentlemen in oppofition faw it 
an a very contrary light, and Confidered it as highly oppreffive 
^and difproportionate. It was not, they faid, from the rent of 
an houfe altogether, that we can judge of the circumftances 
of the tenant ; fmce we fee that tradcfmen of every dcnbmi- • 
nation ar« obliged, through neceffity, to poflefs houfes com- 
modioufly fituated, however highly rented, and to whom an 
additional out-going of a {hilling in the pound will be of ma- 
terial injury. In feveral pariQies of London and Weftminfter, 
the houfes are burthened by the land-tax, poor-rates, window- 
tax, pavement, lights, watch, &c. &c. to the amount of eight 
fhillings in the pound, and upwards ; and it fo happens, 
that the parties moft heavily burthened are the Jeaft able to 
bear it. 

The wine tax was oppofed only with regard to the Oporto, 
SLS it afFefled the commercial alliance fubfifting between Por- 
tugal and us, and might produce a tax there on the importa- 
tion of Britifli manufa£lures. About half after feven, how- 
ever, the motion for leave to bring in the bills paffed without 
a divifion. This being difpofed of, 

Mr. Gilbert then made his promifed motion, which was, 
'** That the better to enable his Majefty to vindicate the ho-^ 
Hour and dignity cf his crown, and the dominions thereunto 
belonging, in the prefent exigency of affairs, there be granted 
to his Majefty one-fourth part of the nett annual income 
upon the falaries, fees, and perquifites of all offices under 
the crown (except thofe held by the Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons, the Chancellor or CommiHioners of the Great 

Seal, 



A.ty7*-^ /D !E B A T fi S. ■ 9$ 

Seal,- the Judgesf, Mimfters to foreign parts, Comtniftoners, 
Oflicers in the army and navy, and all others that 4o not 
produce a clear irtcome of 200/. per annum to the pcKon ©r 
perfons enjoying the fame) ; aiid. alfo of all anhultlts^, ^^** 
fions, ftipends, or other yearly penfions ifluing ©wt .of the-, 
Exchequer, or any branch of his Majefty's .revenues, after 
deduding all fees and taxes thereon by authority of Parlia^ 
ment; to com*Tience from 25th March 1778, and to <?aiU 
tinue for one year^ and during the continuance of the Jfmerkam 
ivar*,** 

The commkfec divided upon this motion, wheii too mctc 
for it, and 82 agalnfl: it. 

March 10. 

The refolutions of yefterday were reported, and all agreed ^ 
except Mr. Gilbert's motion, upon which the Houfe divided, 
141 for it, and 147 againft it. 

March II. 

Mr. Sawhridge made his anrwal motion for fcorteni'ng (te 
duration of P^liaments. The queftion was called ix>r, anl 
the Houfe divided 5 for the queftion 33, againft it 83* 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee on th6 4ate elf 
the nation. 

The fubjecl this day was the ftate of the navy. 

The following is the fubflance of the mqft material papers •whidk 
Wire referred to the Confederation efthe committee : 

State and condition of his Majefty's (hips and veflHs of war 5X1 
Great Britain and Ireland, and on channel fervice, Novena- 
ber 27th, 1777, according to the feveral weekly accounts 
delivered in to the Houfe of Commons by the Admiralty- 
ofice; being 205 fail, whofe proper war- complement 
Amounts to 34,996 feamen and marines. 

Compfemctit. Seamen rauftcred. Marines ttiuft. 



'Ships' names." 


Compfemctii 


Sandwich, 


750 


Piinccfs Royal, 


.750 


Monarch, 


650 


Prince George, ' 


750 


Princds Amelia, 


700 


Valiant, 


700 


M-afS, 


600 



^^5 


60 


428 

461 


44 
48 


279 


43 


5^9 
515 


44 
48 



* Cf hefe laft words m Italics wore added by way of afneridment. 

Ardent, 
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Siups iuxncf* 


Compiemeot. 


Seamen mn&atd* Klarines mufl. 


Araentt 


590 


433 


43 


Hcaor, 


650 


476 


47 


Bofton, 


220 


193 


35 


Cotirageux^ 


656 


461 


48 


Centaur, 


650 


475 


-47- 


Grafton, 


650 


138 


»7 


Trident, 


500 


288 


44 


Europe^ 


500 


158 


47 


Terrible, 


650 


403 


46 


(Worccftcr, 


JOO 


310 


48 


Aaivc, 


220 


189 


40 


Camel, 


200 


110 


'A 


Panther, 


420 


198 


Druid, 


120 


77 


It 


Ruffel, 


6sp 


156 


16, 


Sultan, 


650 


186 


24 


Squirrel, 


160 


117 





Hazard, 


120 


7» 





Oftrich, 


C20 


7^ 





Leviathan^ 


120 


100 


15 


Conqueftador, 


400 


278 


48 


Stirling Caftle, 


500 


413 


as 


Prince of Wales, 


650 


546 


106 


Albion, 


650 


516 


76 


Bedford, 


650 


552 


lay 


Bieiifaiiknt, 


500 


41S 


34 


Afia, 


500 


465 


«5 


Conqueror, 


650 


495 


4» 


Shrewfbury, 


650 


48 





Fame, 


650 


22a 


16 


Ocean^ 


76^ 


553 


49 


Blenheim, 


7SO 


325 


39 


Boyne, 


600 


444 


45 


Foudroyant, 


yoo 


559 


45 


Belleifle, 


500 


435 


43 


Burford, 


500 


423 
438 


43 


Queen, 


750 


43 


Thetis, 


220 


194 


36 


Boreas, 


itoo 


156 





Weazle, 


156 


120 


23 


Wolf, 


80 


59 


9 


Sherborne, 


60 


30 





Ferret, 


80 


a8 







• 




Grey-hound 



4.t77»* ^ ^ 


SAT 


* £ S. 


^ 


.3 Sltt^* nameft. 


Gomplement. 


Seamdi inuftencU Mannet mu^. 


Greyhound ctttter> 


60 


28 





Hawke iloop, 


JQO 


ti 


14 


Lurcher cutter, 


50 





folkftohc cn^er. 


SO 


29 





Alert Hoop, 


' .100 


65 





Efther cutter^ 


50 


*s 


6 


Wells cutter. 


50 


. »4 





Andromeda, 


200 








Dorfet yiicht, 


50 


about 30- 





M."S*}"«- 


2^1 No returns. 
30 3 




Cornwall, 


650 


.540 


41 


Ranger, 


80 


54 





Sprightly, 


80 


49 


6 


Speedwell floop> 


60 


57 





Arethufa, 


2i0 


197 


34 


Aldcrncy floopp 


160 


. 97 
6+ 





Wafp floop. 


80 





Cupid floop, 


' ^JO 


. 104 





Harpy floop, 


120 


119 





Rattternake cutter. 


80 


65 





^w^y» # i\ 


500 


69 





Pelican, 


i6a 


178 


34 


Minerva, 


226 


40 


. Invincible, 


. 650 


460 


40 


Exeter, 


500 


437 


43 


Egmont, 


650 


475 


^t 


' Httflar, 
. Torbay, . 


200 


»85 


38 


6^0 


449 


100 


. Ramillies, 


650 


471 


it 


* ♦ Refolution, 


650 


■ 445 


«'Culloden, 


650 


493 
498 - 


3» 


« Royal Oak> 


650 


46 


Proferpine, 


20Q 


192 


38 


Urake, 


ICO 


91 





Orfordj hofpital (hip, 


80 


52 


>4 


^rabob, ^ 


.i6o 


3» 





Greenwich, 


i6q 


io 






♦ Thefe three flifps (after the returns) were completed to 
'550 men eachi as per letter 8tfa November, 1777, from the 
commander in chief at PortfniQuth. 
. VouVlll. H Pacific, 
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Shi^* flamei. Complement. Seamen muilered. 


Marines rouA. 


Pacific, 


i6d 30 


6 


Lionefsj 


160 27 


6 


Supply^ 


160 8 





Dromedary, 


160 t 


' 


- • 


Xountefs t>{ Scarbordugh, "^ 






Heart of Oakj 








<s 


Three Sifters, 




Thefc latfely 


Commif* 


•s 


Leith, 




fioned; their com«> 


€^ 


Content, 




*• plement will be 1 20 


n 


Merchant, 




men each. 




1 


Three Brothers, 








s 


'SatisfadHoft, 








Royal Charlotte yacht. 


70 69 




Catherine ditto. 


40 30 - 




Fubbs ditto. 


40 30 




William and Mary ditto, 


40 ^ 30 




Nig 


;htingale, 


'!{ 


Employed to receive new- 
raifed men* 



Total, 34996 22154 ^44{^ 

Of the number of feamen itmftered in Great Britain, Ire*^ 

land, and channel-fervice, according t6 the office-papers^ 

940 appear to be over-ftated, if the marines are allowed in 

addition to be 2447. 

Supernumeraries' belonging ti> other fliips, not included in 

the above mufters^ 1248* 

Weekly accounts of his Majefty's ihlps ahd veffels etoj^loyed 
in North America, according to the laft returns from Lord 
Howe; prepared in purfuance of a precept of the Houfe of 
Commons, dated 27th January, 1778* 



Ships* namei. 
Carysfort, 
Perfeus, 
Lizard, 
Galatea, 
Daphne, 
Hinchinbrokei 
Lively, 
Nautilus, 
Phcenix, 
Emerald, 



Comptement. Seamen muftered. Marines nuft* 



206 


136 


3» 


160 


ii« 


aj 


itoo 


138 


49 


l6b 


124 


34 


t6t> 


n? 


. u 


24 . 


50 


14 


160 


"5 


S6 - 


"5 


99 


«9 


2S0 


*93 


45 


aao 


>75 


Otter, 
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JShips* names* Complement. Seamen muftered. MaHnei moft. 

Otter, 
^ Senegal, 
\ Richmond, 

Thames, 

Raifonnable, 
.Solebay, 

Sphynx, 

Difpatch, 
. Swift, 

2tebra, 

Vigilant, 

Apollo, 

Eagle, 

Nonefuch, 

Somerfet, 

Ifis, 

Roebuck, 

Liverpool^ 

Camilla, 

Pearl, 

York, 

Strombolo, 

Garland, 

Triton, 

Viper, 

Magdalen, 

Rainbow, 

Mermaidy 

Blonde, 

Vulture, 

Cabot, 

Hunter, 

Scarborough) 

Albany, 

Hope, 
.Syren, 

Milford, 
'Artiamon, 

Renown, 

Juno, 

Orpheus, 

Chatham, 

King's-fiibcr, 



125 


! 


13 


125 


n 


220 


169 


39 


220 


163 


22 


500 


' 357 


80 


200 


130 


30 


160 


III 


3* 


125 


8s 


2C 


125 


80 


26 


125 


68 


a; 


JSO 


92 


»4- 


220 


390 


a 


5aa 


8| 


500 


369 


520 


388 


350 


277 


62 


280 


220 


29 


a20 


150 


as 


160 


109 


49 


220 


16S 


35 


65 


39 


14 


45 


45 


6 


160 


80 


30 


200 


5J 


33 


110 





30 . 


a4 





280 


166 


47 


200 


158 


36 


aao 


161 


^1 


125. 


92 


27 


60 


26 


9 


no 


84 


23 


160 


121 


34 


ns 


56 


18 


80 


57 





220 


'♦1 


29 
38 


aoo 


148 


220 


160 


37 


350 


263 


49 


220 


160 


29 


220 


*5° 


32 


367 


289 
98 


47 


125 


2t 


H2 




Aliirni, 
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Sht^* motel.. Compiement. Seimen muftefed* Mariaes muft« 

Alarm, 
Cerberus, 
Diamond, 
Flora, 
Lark, 
Unicorn, 
Greyhound, 
Atnbufcade, 
•Centurion, 
St. Albans, 
Prefton, 
' Rofe,. 1- 

Jerfey, 
Thunder, 
-Carcafs, 
Elephant, 
Dependence^ 
Experiment,. 
Briftol, 
Buffalo, 
Brune, 
Tartar, 
.ftjercury, 
Baven, 
Swan, 
Scorpion, 
Falcon, 
Halifax, 
'Haerlem, 

8a fail. Total, 15980 1 1400 «39ft 

Supernumeraries belonging tx) other fhips muftercd^ 511 

State and conctUion of his Majefty's fhips and veflel^of war 
€n the Jamaica Ration, on or before the 21ft day of No- 
vember, 17775 according to account delivered to the 
Houfe of Commons from the Admiralty-office, itftb Fe- 
bruarys 1778. ' V ' 

Ships^ names, ' Com^^mtnU Seatncn muftered. Mariatt ttuft. 

Antelope, 350 253 49 

Winchelfea, azo 17a 3R 

Southampton^ zw 16^ 27 

£oIus^ 



40 


23 





aao 


147 


«9 


330 


164 < 


4+ 


no 


»59 


»7 


tio 


15s 


34 


160 


59 


r9 


9iOO 


164 


30 


aao 


i6o ' 


40 


350 


. 340 


il 


500 


35+ 


367 


304 


36 


160 


92 . 


■•■■ 3» 


140 


63 


7 


$0 


31 





70 


53 





40 


23 


H 


40 


25 


Jo 


320 


aso 


*Z 


350 


378 


w 


200 


1.65 


.::. .43 


aao 


168 


ai 


aoo 


162 . 


3« 


160 


110 


35 


"S 


75 


17 


las 


^7 


.;-; 10 


»iS . 


81 . 


*3 


"5 


107 


.r.: ..iO 


40 


38 - 


■■■A.O 


6s 





.■■ t» 
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Ship^s names* Con^lement. Seamen mnftered. MaHnes mvtttk' 

Eolus, 220 ' 167 Ji. 

Pallas, / 240 181 4I 

Loweftoffe, 220 172 34 
Glafgow, 160 122-34. 

AtalanUy ^00 77 18 

Porpus* 125 about 100 20 

Hornet^ 125 91 21 

Lynx, 125 85 a« 

Diligence, no 102 4 

Badger, 90^ 85 o ' 

Porcupine, 80 • 75 o 

Stork, 90 76 o 

Race-horfe, 45 27 ,0 

Weft^Florida, 30 about 25 o 

Bute, 160 128 a6 

* Niger, 200 171 44 

Hind, X 60 115 34 

Hound, 125 95 27 

Sylph, no 88 ata 

Caiaeleon, ^^S ^5 •S 

^3 fail. Total, 3330 2655 524 

Total in the fleet of Great Brttain, for home defence, 

beipg 105 fail, including royal yachts, &c« ^4909. 

Lord Howe, 82 fail, , - - - 1430a 

In the Jamaica f^uadron, $3 fail, • ' * 3196 

Set off death and ddertion againft abfent with leave and 

fick in hofpitals, and the number muftered about e^uati tbe 
nutnbcr p4id by the nation^ 



^ Mr. T,LuttreIl charged the Board for delivering a fal- 
lacious account to Parliament of the above fquadron i as be 
himfelf he faid had feen the Niger frigate, and feveral morq 
of thefe (hips of war^ in Great Britain on the zi& day^ of Na^ 
vcmbcr, 1777, 



Hj K^ 
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Jtn Account of the Number of Seamen and Marines employed in 
the Service of the Royal Navy^ ftom the ift March 1776, 
to the 2pth September 1777, upon a Medium of each \ dl^ 

, Jiinguijbing the Seamen from the MarineSy and what number 
cfeach are borne^ and what miiftered in the Service*. 



Months, 



Seamen. 



Borne. Myftered for visuals. 



March, 1776, 


21436 


21977 


April, 


23747 . 


23265 


May, 


24202 


24851 


June, 
July. 


24684 


25843 


24953 


25614 


Auguft, 


25958 


26452 


September, 


26039 


27,^74 


Oaober, 


27117 


27672 


November, 


30411 


3"4S 


December, 


331H 


33227 


January, 1777, 
February, 


36289 


3f>309 


37551 


37303 


March, 


39509 


39453 


April, 


40»27 


40270 


May, 


41316 


41768 


June, 


42044 


42284 


1"^^'^ 


43855 


43935 


Auguir, 


44995 


4461 1 


September, 


45569 


45372 



Total, 631913 63862s 
Upon a medium, 33^58 3361 1 

M. Suckling. J.Williams. 
T. Brett. R. Temple. 



Marines. 


-^. 




, Borne. Mull. 


for via. 


6146 


3241 


6409. 


3400 


6576 ' 


3584 


6852 


3793 

^1 


7076 


7«73 


79J8. 


4°5i 


7014 


4418 


7219 . 


4596. 


7401 


4567 


7412 


4804 


7759 


5»34 


7864 


5358 


8170 


5523 


8572 


5768 


8695 


5846 


8931 


6108 


9139 


6252 


9432 


6341 


144898 


90402 


7626 


4758 


Geo. Marsh. 



• This IS the account which Mr, Temple Luttrell repro^ 
bated, in the committee of the Houfe of Commons on navy 
afFair$, as a grofs impofitlon on Parliaofient and the nation ; 
which he faid was proved roanifeftly by the official returns of 
the fleet at home, of Lord Howe's fleet in America, the fleet 
in Jaipaica, ^c. which returns he h^d called for, and were then 
pn the table of the Houfe of Commons. 

Septeml?er, 1777, ? 55000 Borne. 
By the above account S 5 ^ 7-^ 3 Viduallcd, 
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Mr. Fox moved, that the prcfent ftate of the royal navy 
for the defence of Great Britain and Ireland, is inadequate 
to the prefent very dangerous crifis of public afFairs, 

Mr. Temple Luttrell began with an apology for the length 
of time during which he muft trouble the committee ; * but 
prefumcd he mould ftand excufed in the opinion of every un-» 
prejudiced perfon, when it was coniidered that the feveral oHi- 
cial papers now in review, and which had occafioned fuch ex- 
treme trouble to the nayal boards, had been (almoft every one 
of theqfi) ordered by the Houfe on his requifttlon, after Feite<r 
rated charges, during the currant feffion of Parliament^ anc) . 
two preceding feflions, of venality, profufion, and fraud in 
tbe pref<?nt .miniilers for the admiralty; and whi^h charges 
he was now to maintain and make good, from official and 
uncontrovertible proof, as he had the proper parliamentary 
materials in his poffeffion. He had been grip^tly flatteredyby 
finding that the fenfe of the other Houfe of Parliament had 
gone along with him, in calling for copies of the fame accounts, 
and periodical returns, to be laid before their Lordfliips ) but 
he had reafon to be ftill further fatisfied in the candour of his 
own heart, to find thefe very teftimonials precifely correfpond 
with the ftate and condition 6f the royal ilee^ as he had 
defcribed it in the Houfe before Chriftmas laft. But though 
, he was fu^iciently ufed to the confidence of the admiralty* 

fentlemen over the way,, not to be much aftonifhed at their 
arefaced denial of the only regular ^nd authentic vouchers 
for their condud and expenditure, as had been forcibly demon- 
firated by ^n honourable admiral in his eye [Admiral Keppel ;] 
yet that the majority of the members of the Houfe of Commgns 
iPiould be dupes of fuch fallacy, or wilfully ihut their eyes and 
their ears, and become accomplices in the guilt (ill a$ he bad 
.grounds to think of majorities in thefe days) /yet he could 
.Karce fMfpefl: they would go fp profligate a length, to abet any 
wicked minifter whatever^ The honourable gentleman who 
fpoke laft [Admiral Pallifer] had alleged that there were two di(^ 
tinft clafTes of 74-gun ftiips i that thofe of the larger con flruQ- 
tion, and heavier weight of cannon, have a fixed complement of 
65b m^n, according to the laft eftabliihment 5 and infianced 
the Valiant as of the latter clafs, which he boldly aflerted to be 
manned with her complete war-cotnplement. Now he defied 



He i^o}::e upwa^^s of (wo b<Hirs^ 
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the honourable gentleman to point out, excepting the Va;- 
liant, one (hip of 74 guns in the whole navy, which 
was allowed 650 men complement; and he would read the 
number actually borne and muftered on board the (aid £bip 
from the laft office accounts, and (hew the accuracy of ihe 
honourable member's reprefentation* ' [Mr. Lurcrell here 
read, from the weekly returns, the number adlually borne, 
muftered, and vidualled ; and the former amounted to 539 
only, and the latter to 509.] It appears, by the returns of 
the royal navy, for the defence of Great Britain and Ire« 
land, that at the end of laft November there were, yachts, 
cutters, and armed merchantmen included, in all 105 fmH, 
among which we reckon 45 fail of the line of battle, and of 
them 25 carry 74 guns 5 of which 25, not more than two or 
three mufter within 50 men of the reduced war^omplement^ 
nor within 100 of their proper war-complement; for I con- 
teild, that lefs than 650 will not be found fu&cient for (hips 
of that clais, according to the modern conftru6tion and fiM 
of ordnance. The fize of a 74 gunibip, on the improved 
icale, is from 200 to 400 tons more than at the com« 
mencement of the laft war; and with the number I pro* 
pofe, the fea officers oppofite to me will underftand, that m 
cafe of the neceflity to quarter the crew at the ftarboard and 
larboard tiers, both at one time, as may poffible occur inpaff« 
ing land- batteries, or engaging amidft an enemy's fleet, not 
more than feven private men can be allowed to a 32 pounder. 
Lord Anfon, in the laft war, found 650 men ablblutely ne- 
cefTary for the complement of the 74 gun Ihips, that they 
might never go on a<5Hon with fewer than 600 ; as a con- 
fiderable deficiency muft always be allov^d for captains* 
Servants, and the fervants of other officers, widows*-men^ 
ifck on (hore, or abfent on the duty of the (hip in tht 
room of prefled men, &c. I have not feleded the 74 gun 
fhips as in a worfe ftate than the reft of the (hips in commif- 
fion ; though the 25 fail have not within 3300 of their reduced 
complement, nor within 4500 of the proper complement for 
war. The fecond and fourth rates are ftill more defedHve, 
and the 64 gun (hips in the fame condition; and if it 
were not tor an impofing oftentatious parade of pendants 
at Spithead, and the advantage of conferring a multitude of 
profeffiona) favours, the noble Earl at the bead of the admi-. 
ralty would do well to turn over the feamen from one third 
of the men of war now in commiffion, that the remainder 
inigbt; be of a proper farcQ« The honourable member who 
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(o My opened this debate [Mr. Fox} has juftly ftated that 
the numbers borne aboard the 105 fail beforp mentioned^ 
for the protedion of thefe iflands^ did not,, in the month 
of November laft, exceed 25,550; in America I5>365, 
being 82 fail; in Jamaica 31689 being 23 fail; and on ail 
other ftatfons and fervices colledively, th^t is, the Leeward* 
iilands, Newfoundland, Eaft-Indies, Mediterranean, toge* 
ther with two {hips on difcoveries (and a very few of an 
inferior defcriptton, not included in any return on your 
table) amounting to two men of war of 6q guns, three of 
50, eleven frigates, and fourteen or fifteen floops or armed 
veflels; if every one of them had a full war complement on 
board, they could not reckon 4500 men, making a total of fea« 
men bor^e in the royal navy of Great Britain, in the month 
pf November 1777, to fall fhort of 48,583, including marines 
aboard, and ferving afhore, fupernumeraries^ and every perfon 
whatfoever nominally in the pay of this country. It is evident, 
from the fame circumftantial and accurate returns, that the 
whole of the viiStualled in the royal navy, throughout the 
univerfe, including fupernumeraries and marines, could not 
exceed 47,407. Yet, by an official paper, ordered by this 
Houfe, and delivered in before the laft recefs, the numbers 
borne in September laft, previoufly to the very large addi* 
tional fupply of hands, from ftripping your autumnal fleets 
of merchant fhips, are made to come up to 55)000, and the 
vidlualled to i^yT^S^ which muft be a moft daring and 
atrocious impoution upon Parliament and the public. How- 
ever, Sir, I admit that fuch impofition is not without a pre* 
cedent; for we are ufed to deceit of this nature of late 
years, on a like annual motion, which has been cuftomary 
ever fince the year 1750, when it was firft approved of and 
admitted, to (hew us, as was then exprefled, the favings or 
exceedings on the allowance of 4/. per month each man, voted 
for the fervice of the year ; a ftriki^ng example of a fimi-i 
]ar piece of iniquity, and from the fame delinquents, may 
be feen on your journals, in the fpring of the year IJJZ^ 
when an account was given to Parliament of tnc number 
of feamen and marines a£lually home aboard the royal navy 
during the preceding year, at a medium of the feveral 
months, and fpecified to be under 32,000; yet, within s^ 
few pages of that very account on your journals, you meet 
with a charge on the nation of near 2,000,000/. fterling; 
being, if you allow for deaths and defertions, the full pay of 
4o,QOo men> at 4/. per month each mm\ confequently,^ 

there 
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there is a complete embezzlement of above 480,000/. The 
truth. Sir, is, that, in the year 17 71, at a medium of the 
months, the number of feamen and marines in the aSdai 
pay of the public, fell fliort of 28,000 men ; which provef 
that we. were defrauded of more than 600,000/. in that year, 
upon this one article of expenditure, accounted for in thq 
fea department ;- an earned of the prefent Firft Lord's inte- 
grity at his entrance into th^ naval diredion. In Novem- 
ber laft, the numbers actually muftered upon all the returns 
throughout the globe, and which coniHtute the real force 
of your navy, were fewer than 44,500 9 and if you fet off de- 
fertion, &c. againft thofe who may be fick in hofpitals, or ab* 
fent with permiffion, or on the fervice of the fhip, you wiU 
find the 4/. per month each man, allowed by the nation, to 
•be applicable to but few more than the numbers adiually oa 
the mufter-roU. 

Let us now take under confideration. the monies of late 
years granted by Parliament, upon the ordinary and ex* 
traordlnary eftimates of the navy^ delivered in by the 
Navy-Office to the Board of Admiralty, and by them adopted 
and prefented in detail, in compliance of an order of 
this Houfe; with the feveral articles requifite to be provided 
for fpecifically reprefented therein. During the eight years 
of laft war, that is, from the commencement of the naval 
Operations, early in 1755, to the year 1762, inckifiye, the 
ordinary of the navy amounted in the total to 1^890,000/1 
and the extraordinaries to 1,500,000/. being on both efti- 
mates 3,390,000/ (independent of navy ordnance); and of 
• this fum, the charge of building, rebuilding, and repairs^ 
together with the preferving the men of war in ordinary, 
with extra ftores, came to about 1,760,000/. Let us now 
take the eight years immediately following the peace; 
when (as was juftly remarked by an honourable member 
[Right Hon. Welbore Ellis, Trcafurer of the Navy] in a 
high naval appointment) the fleet might neceiTarily, from 
the wafte and de(lru<Skion of your very extenfive naval ope^- 
rations during the war, become in the utmofl: want of being 
improved and re-eftabli(hed. Sir, in thofe eight years 
(from 1763 to 177.0, inclufive) the ordinary eftimate was 
3,2^12,167/. and the extraordinary 1,916,498/. making to-, 
gcther 5,138,665/. (over and above naval ordnance); and of 
which fum, the building, rebuilding, and repairing, and 
the preferving your Ihips out of commiffion, and extra 
^pres, Q^mc to near 2i35Q;O00/* In the laft eight years 

(comprc«* 



io8 PARLIAMENTARY A. 177s. 

(comprehending the grants of Parliament for 1778) which 
takes in the whole of the £arl of Sandwich's nnaritime ad«- 
sniniftration, the ordinary of the navy has amounted to 
3,23*5693/. and the extraordinary to 31*39,379/. being m 
the whole 6,472,072). of which, building, rebuilding, and 
repairs, preferving ihjps out of commiffion, and extra ftores. 
come to about 3,500,000/. exclufive of ordnance, and ex- 
dufive of fundry large fums, charged in the account of the 
annual navy^ebt for foreign timber, freights, various naval 
ftores, and exclufive of the confiderable coft to the nation, for 
repleniihing the ftores, &c. confumed by fire in the dock^ 
yard of Portfmoutb. So that the expence to the puUic, on 
the ordinary and extraordinary eftimates of the navy, has, 
within the eight years of Lord Sandwich's wife and honeft 
management of the marine-boards, more than doubled the 
eight, years of the laft moft glorious war; againft the charges 
€)f which war to the Briti(h empire, fo much has been repeat- 
edly urged by the enemies to that illuftrious ftatefman, and 
fuccefsfui minifter, Lord Chatham. 

Of thefe fums granted by Parliament fince January 1771, 
it appears evidently from the official papers now on your table, 
that 2,560,000/. allowed for the building, repairing, and ftor- 
ing particular fhips of war, named and reported by the navy-^ 
boa^d, and expedient to have been repaired, and fometimes faid 
to be a£lually taken in hand, has not been applied to the ufes 
. approved of by this Houfe, and for which ufes alone it could 
be underftood to be voted. ^^ But (fay the gentlemen on the 
oppofite benches] if the money was not applied to the fpe-^ 
cific atticles for which it was afked and granted, ftill it has 
been duly laid out for other national puxpofes,'* Why then 
has Parliament been denied the proper vouchers for the real 
expenditure of fo enormous a fum ? Why, Sir, when I took 
the liberty, a few days flnce, to move for an account of the 
. application of that fum, fo unwarrantably diverted into other 
channels, was I defeated in my purpofe, by that ufual cloak to 
the peculation and infamy of minifters, the Previous Queftion ? 
If gentlemen will pleafe to take the trouble of examining 
the nature and origin of thefe extraordinary eftimates of the 
navy, they muft be convinced that it has always been the in«- 
tention of the Commons, and the indifpenfable obligation of 
government, to have the money given thereon expended to- 
wards the objeiS for which minifters fpecifically required it. 
Annual allowances of this kind have been continued regularly 
for about twenty-eight years Uft paft^ Prcvionfly to the year 

1750* 
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1750, an article in the groft was ufually inferted in the ftace 
of the navy-debt, for building) i'ebuilding, repairing (hips and 
docks, &c. when the jeadous and vigilant eye of Parliament 
obferviog thofe demands unreafonably to accumulate, required 
that a clofe and fatisfaflory detail fhould be thenceforward pro* 
duced of the ieverai men of war neceiTary to b^ undertaken^ 
9nd the work really meant to be done. Therefore an addreft 
was prefented to the King (which ftands on the journals of 
this Houfe) for the proper oiBcers to bring in an account of 
what might be requiiite on thefe heads of building, repairs^ 
&c. for the current year. The charges to this country on 
the feveral. articles muft of courfe be ftated on a conjeiftural 
mnd Tinprecife valuation ; for, till the work be completed, it 
were impoffible to afcertain the exadt expence of every (hip 
built or repaired. But there is no power ever left by the.Iegif*> 
lature, nor intended to be left, for minifters at their option 
£0 change the applicatioxv of the public money, to other and 
irery different ferviccs, without exprefsly having recourfe again 
to die approbation and confent of this Houfe. So unconfti* 
tutional, fo daring and dangerous a licence, fetting both law 
and decency at defiance, and unknown to former govern- 
ments, was referved for the prcfent defpotic rulers over an 
abufed and a too patient people* Early in the lafl: century, 
Vfc find that the refitting of eight (hips of war for the nar*- 
row (leas coft 59761 A 10 x. and to completely repair twelve men 
of war with hulls, mafts, and jrards, came to but 8coo/. This 
appears by the extraordinary charge given into Parliament for 
the years 1625, 1626, and 1627, wherein the names of the 
feveral (hips are fpecified. The extraordinary of the navy, 
fi^ years ago (or articles ufually comprifed under that deno«- 
mination) were from 40,000 to 60,000/. Till the begin* 
ning of the late war, the money annually expended for the 
-extrsL fervicesof the fleet rarely exceeded 100,000/. During 
the continuance of that war, it never went in any one year 
higher than 200,000/. and peace being concluded in 
• 763, when Mr. George Grenvillc was Firft Commiflioner 
of the Board of Admiralty, it was again brought within the 
compais of 100,000 /. ; after 1763, it from" time to time very 
ccfnfiderably increafed; but during the prefent noble Earl's 
adiminiftration (even previouily to the breaking out ofth« 
American civil war) it fell not mUch (hort, communibus anhis^ 
of 400,000/. and is now augmented to fo extravagant a height 
at 488,695/. 

The charges in the (late of the navy debt, on the long lifl 
of fundrics herefiofore accounted for under wear and tear^ and 

properly 
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properly within the difburfcments of 4/. per month, arc s 
heavy additional burthen onthe fubjed, and render the pro^ 
fligate di/fipation of the public revenue ftill more glaring and 
notorious. By an eftimate delivered to Parliament Of the 
probable expence of the naval department for 177a, it is 
computed that the wages of feamen and marines, taking offi* 
cers into the reckoning, will demand, one with another, 
jL loj. per month ; vidtualting 19 j. per month ; there muft 
confequently remain i/. lu. per month for wear and tear, 
&c. which, on 40,000 men provided for laft year, comes to 
80,600/.; and on the 60,000 men for 1778 will not fall 
much fliort of 1,209,000/. 5 which ought to fupply hof* 
pitals, rigging, ftores, and all other contingencies, for the 
naval fervice, at the fulleft demand, excepting ordnance,' 
which is a diftinS branch of bufmefs, and feparately pro- 
vided for. The navy debt is fo modelled and manufac^ 
tured, that I cannot but confider it as a mockery of 
all numerical inveftigation ; for, upon confulting with very 
able accomptants, both commercial and prbfeffional, they 
agree but in one point, which is, that minifters have the par- 
ticulars of the navy-debt thus contrived, for perplexity's fake^ 
only to envelope in utter darknefs the true appropriation of 
^e immenfe fums they extort thereupon from the public, t 
jQiall juft obferve, in the grofs^ that the navy debt, at this 
day, amounts to as much as at the clofe of the laflf war, about 
three millions and a half. It increafes two millions everf 
year of the American waf., When the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon came to the head of the treafury, January 1770^ 
the whole arrear due was but 1,070,000/. But, Sir, having 
now fhewn at what an enormous charge your navy has ftood 
fince 1 77 1, when Lord Sandwich came to preAde at the ad*- 
miralty, it will be proper that I proceed to confider, whether 
your neet has or has not been improved under his manage* 
ment. When a very amiable and renowned naval comman-* 
der, now a member of the other Houfe of Parliament [Lord 
. Hawke] came to the head of that department, 1766, he found* 
fixtyone fhips of the line fit for fervice, of which nineteen 
were in commiffion, aiKl forty^two in ordinary, and fourteen 
were upon the ftocks : that noble Lord, during the four vears 
of his naval adminiftration, launched fourteen fhips or the 
line of battle, repaired twenty-one, and left fifteen upon the 
ftocks. Lord Sandwich, in feven years (from January 177 1> 
to December 1777) has built and rebuilt twenty-one of the 
line, and repaired thirty<-four. Fifteen are now buildings 
but there are not near fo many n^en of war io a condition ^o 

ftand 



A. 1778- DEBATES. iii 

ftand the feas, nor to perform fervricc, in cafe of a foreign war, 
fts when Lord Hawke went out of office. The length d 
time that thofe men of war have been in employ, which were 
confidered by Lord Hawke to remain in a found ftace, and 
the (lender repairs they have Ance required, prove that the 
commiffioners of the navy-board were not miftaken in their 
Various reports to the admiralty refpe£ting fuch (hips; but 
rirat they were as ferviceable and as perfe^ as Lord Hawke 
underfiood them to be. It has been more than once fuggeft- 
ed in another place [Houfe of Lords] either through grots 
error, or a more reprehenfible motive, that Lord Sandwich 
had broken up forty fail of the liile of battle flnce he came 
into power.* Of the forty fail of the line alluded to, twenty- 
eight were fo far from being on Admiral Hawke's lift of (hips 
in good condition, that they were not even on Lord Egmon^s 
lift, whom Admiral Hawke fucceeded. They had long been 
fentei^ced.to be either broken up, or cut down to a lower 
rate; feven out of the forty were French or Spanifli prizes, 
taken in the laft war, and in a very doubtful fituation ; eight 
of the forty were aftually employed abroad or pn home- duty 
when Lord Hawke refisned, and the remaining (hip,, the 
Africa, was (hamefully tM for 800/. three years ago, though 
ih^ might for 5000/. have been made in the King's yard one 
of the heft (hips of 64 gi!ins of the whole royal navy, and far 
preferable to many of her clafs, which have been repaired by 
the noble Earl, at the charge of above 20,000/. each. 

The prefent board has poSeScd peculiar advantages, be- 
yond all former ones, in carrying on that line of bufinefs 
which refpeds the building and repairing of capital (hips of 
war. They have had the ufe of the large bafon at Portf. 
, mouth, and all the docks have been open ; whereas that ba«- 
foO) and the two largeft docks^ were fliut nearly the whole of 
I^rd Hawke's time. It were to be wi(hed that Lord Sand« 
wich had followed the example of his predecefTor, in repair- 
ing fuch men of war only as would anfwer the labour and 
expence. We have now a nominal lift of above one hun- 
dred fail of the line of battle, of which fifty are in com- 
miffion (I fpeak of the official accounts before the commit- 
tee, made up to November laft) viz. five in North America, 
one in the Mediterranean, one in the Eitft Indies, and forty- 
three on the home ftation. And what is the ftate of thefe 
men of war ? The preamble to the report from the admiralty 
relative to the ftore of timber in hand and contracted foe 
(which report is on your table) fets forth, that his Ma- 
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jefty's ihips in general launched in the courfe of the laft war^ 
Davjng been conilrUded with extraordinary difpatcb, uid 
with green wood, a very rapid decay had been the confe* 
quence; adding^ that the fhips built immediately following, 
the war, were but little better than the others 9 and indeed 
this is demonftrable from the repeated repairs thofe {hip$ 
have already had, that were launched from the ftocks after 
the year 17639 and which^ though fome of them have never 
been ventured out to fea, have been mord than otK^ f cpaired^ 
ftt a very large expence. Now, Sir, of more than one huh- 
dred fail of the line (including thofe in ordinary^ or di(ap« 
parelled) how many were built in the laft war, and have 
therefore a pofitive fentence of condemnation thus officially 
palled upon them ? No lefs a number than one half. I have 
their names on an authentic paper in my hand s and of the 
remainder, feveral are reported, in your laft extraordinary 
tftimate, to want material repair. JDut it may be'affirihed, 
that of thofe (hips cpnftrufted laft war^ a great mai^y have 
undergone a thorough amendment, and are now in gdod Or* 
der. Sir, I am forry to find, that fo many as eighteen of the 
line have been worked upon and patched with the very worft 
kind of wood that can be ufed for fuch purpofes, viz. oak 
timber from Stetin. The foreign wood in general imported 
into your dock-yards (as well that of Roftock^ and the fe* 
veral other ports of the Baltic, as from Bremen on the fiver 
Wefel) is of a bad quality, and has but little fpine Ot ro&ii 
The worft timber of all is that from Stetin ; as it has every 
bad quality attending the reft, and is befides Angularly fpungy 
and porous ) and though it has been often remonftrated 9gi8im 
in the ftrongeft terms, by fome of the moft experienced and 
boneft fhip-builders in the royal yards, yet it is ftill a £lvou« 
rite wood with the reigning admiralty boatd ; and the con-^ 
tra6!:ors for fupplying it are much cherifhed, t6 the ruin of 
your fleet, and endangering the health of your feameO) Who 
are frequently fet afloat in their hammocks, from the Wate^ 
foaking in, over-head, through the planks. The Mars 
was repaired with this timber only two years and a half ago, 
and the nation was charged for that repair above 26,000 /« 
sterling ; as much as fhe would have coft building new freai 
the ftocks* It is, I believe, in the recoUeflion of fome gen- 
tlemen now in the committee, with how pofitive a contra^ 
didtion, and bow indecent an afTurance, I was treated} by 
fome perfons On the admiralty-bench, previoufly to the Chrift« 
mas recefs) when I faithfully reprefented the iad plight that 
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this very (hip was in at that time. The Houfe was made to 
believe (he was in perfeftly good order, and that I was en* 
deavouring to impofe upon Parliament. Sir, the Mars is 
found to be totally unfit for future fervice ; and therefore en- 
tirely ftruck off from the lift of your fleet. The Yarmouth 
and the Prince of Wales were alfo lately repaired with Ste* 
tin timber, fo were many others of good exterior appearance, 
but which" can fcarce be faid to ride at anchor in fafety. An 
honourable friend of mine near me is, I find, lately appointed 
to a 74 gun (hip repaired with Stetin timber [Captain Wal-^ 
fingham of the Thunderer] and built in the late war; I 
heartily wilh him fuccefs with his command ; but would not 
have him truft entirely to a report from thofc who com- 
inifEoned her, of her fitnefs for the feas. On the account 
before us of the Jamaica fquadron, he will meet with the 
Bute^ reported by the admiral there to be fit for fea in No* 
vcmber laft ; and within a month after, (he was found in fo 
rotten a ftate on her pafTage home, that It was impoffible, even 
wifli fair weather, to keep her above the waves : fo (he was 
fcuttled |and funic: which, when the workmen of the com- 
maiyiing-oiEcer's (hip (of the convoy) carried their tools 
aboard to effeft, one of the tars faved them the trouble, hv 
clenching his fiii, and driving it, without much pain to his 
knuckles, clear through her hull. This Bute was, it feems, 
an old Eaft-India traJer, totally unfit for the Company's 
fervice; but held at the adinirahy-board fufficiently ftout and 
healthy for a public (hip of war^ and therefore contradtcd 
for at a high price. There is,' I believe, another (hip of a 
fimilar ftamp," called the Andromeda, now going upon go- 
vernmqnt employ ; and I fliould be forry to infure her exift- 
ence for a twelvemonth, at fifty per cent. Sir, there has 
be^O a mpft criminal ncgleft in the navy department, rela- 
tive to the feafoning and preferving fhip-timber. I can prove, 
that a very excellent plan for this object of the firft national 
importance, prcfented by a gentleman of very high defcrip- 
tion for. hjs experience and induftry, has not even been fa- 
vpured with a perufal ; while ineffeftual and futile projeSs, 
which require no time for confideration, are, through lazj- 
nefs or partiality, very readily received and adopted. The 
real fa£t is, that in this climate your timber fit for (hip-build- 
ing, let it lay in ftore ever fo long, and though in the moft 
perfe6l: natural ftate, cannot be depended on for durability, 
without expedients of art. We have loft or negle(9:ed the 
beft method of feafoning timbers, fo as to render them durable 
in the frames of (hips. Our capital (hips of war heretofore 
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Jafted near half a century. The Royal William, a firft-rate, 
cut down to an 84, was, a few years ago, the favourite ihip 
on fervice of the whole navy of Great Britain, either for 
working on the Teas, or to encounter an enemy; {he was 
built in 17 19: and I could name many others, within my 
obfervation, whofe frames remained found and fit for fervice 
thirty-five or forty years, though in continual employ. Nei« 
ther arc the (hips of war belonging to other* maritime nations 
(0 bad, in thefe times, as thofe of the Britifh navy. The 
Spanifti two-deckers, of 80 and 74 guns, are the ftrongeft 
and moft durable in the world ; not only thofe built in the 
ifland of Cuba, of cedar-wood and mahogany, but even fuch 
as have been conftru6led in the European ports of Spain, 
by Englilh builders, and upon the fame models with our 
own. We have few men of war on oiir lift that have proved 
fo lafting as the Centaur, Bienfaifant, and the (hips of war 
in ^general that were taken from the French twenty years 
ago; they have ftood us but in little for repairs, compared 
with others of the fame clafs built in England; particular- 
ly, if we take into confideration, that they have been con- 
ftantly kept in commiffion. The number and ftate of Lord 
Howe's fleet in America has been greatly mifuhderftood by 
the Houfe; of the eighty-two fail under his command ia 
November laft, two are hofpital fhips, upwards of thirty are 
Hoops of war, armed-merchantmen, and fmall-craft, and 
eleven of the reft carry but 20 guns. His frigates have 
many of them not been cleaned thefe three years, and one- 
third of the whole number were cleaned juft two years ago; 
nine or ten are declared to be rotten or leaky ; and almoft 
every (hip or veffel is reported, by his Lordfliip's return, to 
want a fupply of gunner's ftores. In Great Britain, and for 
home-fervice, you have no more than eleven frigates in com- 
mifiion, and net fix in tolerable condition, that remain to be 
equipped on an emergency. Thofe infirm and difcarded mer- 
-chant-veffels, armed for war, and which fwell the numbers of 
the royal fleet to fo high an amount, fuch veflels as the Two 
Brothers, Two Sifters, &c. would be of little fervice againft: 
French or Spanilh cruifers ; they are precifely the (hips of 
.the very worft defcription ; bulky and unmanageable, nor able 
to engage nor avoid an enemy ; and no fea-officer of charac- 
ter and experience would willingly hazard his character in the 
beft of them. 

Let us now confider the fuppofed danger of an invafion 
from France, and the comparative force at fea of both na- 
tjoas, and how hf we may be better or worfe prepared to 
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repel an attack, than on former emergencies. At tbe com- 
mencement of naval hoftilities in 1755, we feized, before a 
declaration of war, their very beft failors, to the amount of 
fome thouiands. At the beginning of the next year, on the 
eve of declaring war, we had near feventy fail of the line of 
battle fit for fervice, of which fifty-five were adlually ia 
commiflion, from 60 guns upwards; and they muftered 
25,000 men. The frigates were then three times the number . 
ot our prefent ftrength, befides 38 fliips of 50 guns: and 
we were fo apprehenfive of an invafion, and fo dreaded its 
confequences, that an embargo was laid on the outward- 
bound trade, and a proclamation ifTued, requiring the inha- 
bitants all along the Britifli coafts, on the firft appearance or 
alarm of an boftile fleet, to drive their cattle to the di« 
ftance of at leaft twenty miles from the (bore ; yet we had a 
land-army, for our internal fafe- guard, of near 30,000 
cffedive national troops, befides 24,000 Hanoverian and 
Heffian auxiliaries; and our refources for men (now fa 
cxhaufted from emigrations for adventure, or by this fa- 
tal American conteft) were entire, and abundant* The 
French iiavy, at that period, amounted to fixty-eight men 
of war of the line of battle, of which forty-fix were in 
commiffion, carrying 32,000 men. Early in 1759 we were 
again terrified with threats of an invafion from the coaft of 
Brittany, though we had then the moft formidable fleet of 
men of war, that any country had been able to fit out fince 
the creation of the globe. Our line of battle (hips in com<» 
miflion amounted to ninety-five, with above 50,000 feamen 
and marines aboard; and we had more than one hundred 
fi-igates, of (hips of 20 guns and upwards, completely 
manned. The fleets of France, before the engagement of 
the Toulon fquadron off Cape Lagos, under M. De la Clue^ 
againft Admiral Bofcawen, confided of fixty-fix fail of the 
line, adtually on fervice, manned with 46,500 feamen and 
foldiers; their frigates, comparatively with ours, were of 
very inconfiderable force. Yet, gentlemen, recolleft, that 
even afrer the decifive defeat of the French fquadrons 
in ail parts of the world, during that campaign; Sir Ed* 
ward Hawke's defeat of M. Conflans, and Sir George Po- 
cock's fuccefs againft M. D'Ache in the Eaft-Indies, by 
which victories the naval power of France was almoft anni'* 
hiiated; even at that time did. a pitiful armament of three 
iinall vefTels, under the command^ of a corfair, and with a 
handful of troops aboard, land, vntliqut rcfiilancey in Ire-i 
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latfd, fpreading a ferious panic throughout that couBtry, and 
o€cafianing the greateft uncafinefs and confufioa here.— • 
PraftCe has at this crifis fifty-feven fiiips of the line^ ^f 
Whith forty, from 60 guns to xi6, may be ready for iea^ 
and tompktely manned withrable mariners^ by means of their 
r€gifter, in three weeks. Spain has a lift of fixty-one of th« 
line lA Europe, and four more nearly built in the port of tba 
HaVi^niUh. They have thirty-five men of war, of very 
cupftal force^ that cati (I am confidently aflured) go upon 
fervice immediately. I have already {hewn to the commit- 
ted the infirmity of our (hips of war, neither have we any 
ext6Afive means, at this conjunfture, of completing their 
eftablifbment v I admit that a certain number of fea^ar ing 
perfo/!S now (kulk within land, who might perhaps come 
f$r(b, in cafe of a rupture with the Houfes of fiourboot 
th6ugh they keep aloof from the prefent unnatural quar* 
r^l ; but thefe recruits could not exceed a very few thou- 
finds. Ydu have lately drained the nation of that part 
of its inhabitancy to which you might have had an occa- 
JionAl recourfe for this end. Your fupplies are exceedingily 
reduced ; and we have voted for the current year more iea* 
men than this country has ever yet been able to fitrnilb for 
Vl^ar, independent of her American colonies* You have 
voted above 48,200^ befides marines. The moft we could 
ever get, exclufive of marine foldiers, in the laft war^ or in 
any former wars, was 52,000; and of thefe full io,coo 
were natives of the continent of North America<i Belides, 
till the year 1760, your number of European feagien were 
but 30,000 ; though, after the unexampled and beroic tri* 
urnph of the Britifh flag over every part of the ocean, fo- 
reigners fr6m almoft every power in Chriftendom were-in- 
clined to enter into our pay; and adually did fo, in conft- 
derable numbers, from Portugal, from the northern nations^ 
and the feveral little maritime flates of Italy. At prefent 
there is neither the fame credit ftamped on your arms te in- 
duce fuch exotic fupplies, nor have, they equal lure of prof- 
piirous and profitable cruifes. Let thofe gentlemen who hug 
thernfelves with a comfortable perfuafion of our entire fecu- 
rity from invadprs^ becaufe of our infutar fituatioo, and vi- 
gilance or fupcribr dexterity of our fleet, recollofl how 
rtiany invafions of thefe iflands ftand recorded in hiftory. 
There have been, fince thjB Norman conqueft, twenty-fout 
itivafions of Great Brita^n^&r Ireland^ nine of which have 
been made good^ without any moleftation on the. feis, and 
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feven bave proved ftioceftful. Between it$S5 m\i 1689, 
leaf invifions were efFc^duated. In May, 1685, the Duke 
4>f Monmouth iailedfrom the Texei With three fiilps, 4uid 
Jaoded without refijftance, after beating aboiK in bad weather 
iiiaetecn dajrs in the Engliih Channel, which then fwaroicd 
iwith -cruifers, diipatched to intercept his paiTage. In 16881 
the Dutch fleet, with the Prince of Orange aboard, after* 
•wards King Wiliiam the Third, and which conGfted oi fifty- 
-four men of war (beiides tranfports and other veflels, about 
fm hundred) failed from Helvoet, and ftretched for t|ie 
•ohaiMel. Lord Dartmouth at that time lay with the £ng- 
Ji(h fquadron, of fixty«one fliips of the line, at anchor in 
ibe Downs ; the weather became thick and hazy, as is ufaal, 
with the wind to the fouthward of the eaft. The Putch 
men of war were f\Ul feven hours before they could aU 
ftretch to the Weft ward, of the £ngli(h, and extended feveral 
miles in length ; yet the Prince contrived to reach Torbay, 
and lajid his wbole army unoppofed ; though L^ord Dart- 
mouth got under way with the utmoft -expedition poifibi«, 
and crowded fail to encounter the «nemy. 1 ^tn a^are that 
.ibme writers of that time have hinted flrong fufpici^ns 
;igainft the loyalty and zeal of the Britifh commanders ; but 
the fa& is, they ufed their beft endeavours, and once got 
within fight of the Dutch rear ; but the wind &ifting fud- 
denly to the well ward, and coming on to blow fre(h, juft as 
the Dutch men of war had reached Torbay, (or as fome authors 
alledged, overfhot their deftinaiion in the night,) they were 
enabled to fetch the landing<-place, while the fhips in chace 
were forced, by the fame gale, fo far back as the Ifle of 
Wight. The year ftfter the abdication a fbuadron of 
French men of war (fouiteen) landed King James and 
feveral of his chief military officers at Kinfale, without ntjeet- 
ing with the Englifh fquadron difpatched to prevent their 
debarkation; and not long after, a iccond FrciKh fleet tnet 
with the fame facility of landing, and put on fhore a num6^ 
rous foreign army, for enabling King James to difpute the 
pofTeffion of that kingdom with his fon-io-liw. But, Sic* 
this alarm of an invafion, and the prefent debilitated ftate 
of Great Britain and Ireland, will render it abiolutely nd- 
cefTary that we referve two thirds of our prelent 'force for the 
heart of the realm. The noble Lord with the blue ribbdta 
[Lord North] fpeaks in a high tone of prefumption, at^ 
boafls of the ** vigour of our navy :" being .parfiteps irifHi'' 
pis (I fufpeA) with the Firft Lord of the Admirdfcy, rather 
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through tnifchievous policy than ihort^ftghtednefs* Another 
honourable member oppofite to me [che Lord Advocate of 
Scotland] trufts much to the exertion of our fuperior naval 
armaments, " with energy." How, Sir, can you fpare one 
fliip of the line from the defence of this country, in cafe 
of a French and Spanifh war ? Suppofe you had forty-three 
or forty-four of the line manned to their full war-comple«* 
ment ; this ftrength would fcarcely fuffice to cover your har- 
bours and coafts ; you would have no crutfers, no weftern- 
fquadron. — What is to become of your Weft India iflands, 
your Afiatic fettlements, and the important fortreiles of 
Gibraltar and Mahon ? The foreign ftations, for a defenfive 
war only againft France, will require near fifty fail of the line; 
and againft the two jrioufes jof Bourbon united, you cannot do 
yrith fewer on thefe fervices than fcventy-five or eighty. Your 
vrbole prefent extent of the line of battle would be little better 
(as was lately faid hv a noble £arl in the other Houfe) [Lord 
.Chatham] than a Mediterranean command, with proper re- 
liefs. When have you feen fo few as twenty fail of the line 
on that fervice, againft the united power of Verfailles and 
Madrid? Early in this cisntury (the reign of Queen Anne) 
Sir George Rooke and Sir Cloudefly Shovel commanded a 
fleet of more than fifty fail of the line in that fea ; and the 
fleet of the enemy was full as numerous ; they had feven- 
teen three-deckers. In the reign of George the Firft, Sir 
George Byng bad upwards of twenty fail of the line of 
battle in the Meffina fight i and his force was reprefented a$ 
inadequate to that ftation. In the late King's reign (the war 
before the laft) the fquadron under the Admirals Matthews 
and. Lcftock confifted of above forty men of war of the 
line ; and the combined fleets of France and Spain proved 
fully their match. I fhall perhaps be told, that in 1762, 
when the French and .Spaniards were united againft Great 
Britain, we had few more than twenty fail of the line of 
bittle in the. Mediterranean ofF Cadiz ; and, notwithftand- 
ing which, we were too ftrong for the enemy; but let 
gentlemen rpcolleft, that the coup df grace was given to the 
naval ppwer of France the preceding fummer ; and the Spa- 
nifli navy was the only one we had to contend with, and 
4iear half their men of war of fuperior rates were on the 
continent of Spanilh America, or at Cuba. A very diftin* 

fuiftied and refpedbble fea-ofiicer, in another place [Eail of 
Iriftol] having reprefented our (hips of 50 guns as men of 
jWai: of tl^^ line^ was moft prefun^ptuouily queftioned on the 
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propriety of fucb idea, by the noble Lord who prefides as firft 
commiffioner for nsivy affairs; perhaps (as the honourabie 
member [Mr. Fox] who opened this debate has already ob« 
ferved to the committee) not through ignorance in that noble 
Lord, but becaufe he wiftied to avoid taking a comparative 
view of the number of fifty»gun (hips at this time. In our 
navy, to what we had in f&rmer wars. True it is, that 
our fifty-gun (hips, at prefent, in and out of commiffion^ 
do not exceed fourteen or fifteens there were, till within 
thefe few years laft paft, near thrice that number. But, 
Sir, there can be no doubt of the propriety of calling thofe 
ihips men of war of the line. They carry the fame weight 
Qf metal (twenty-four pounders and twelves) as 60 gun 
ihips ; and in adiion lead the van or clofe the rear ; and of 
courfe are brought into the line of a£lion, unlefs where the 
^nemy is inferior in number ; in which cafe they generally 
]^eep fit a diftancjs, to replace difabled vefTels in the line if 
occafion fhould require it ^ otherwife, to protect the unarmed 
part of your Qeet, to chace fhips of the enemy, to repeat fig- 
Dais, and for oth^r contingent duties. In the laft war, and 
the war preceding the laft, very eminent fervices were per- 
formed by youjT (hips of 50 guns, the HampQiire, Portland, 
Antelope, Sec. under Baird, Stephens, and other gallant 
commanders. In the Toulon fight, the Guernfey, of 50 
guns, was pppofed in the Britifh fquadron to the Poder, a 
French man of war of 64 guns, and adually forced her out 
of the line. In 1755, when Adniiral Bofcavven detached five 
of his fquadron to block up four fail of French men of war of 
the line of battle, three of thofe five were (hips of 50 guns. 
In (hort. Sir, the authority of the noble Peer [Lord Briftol] 
one of the heft accredited fearofficers in the world, might 
have been deemed of fufficient weight to decide whether they 
are to be accounted among your line of battle or frigates. 
Sure I am, that in cafe of a foreign war, we (hall have need 
to employ them as (hips of the line; and there are fome 
fhips of that clafs now on the American ftation, which, from 
the advantage they pofTefs of good Britifli crews, and being 
thoroughly feafoned to the element, and to naval duty, I 
{hould not be in much pain for, were a combat to happen 
with a French man of war of 60 guns; although I do not 
think the fhips of our Oecf; in general fo conditioned, wi h 
their reduced eftablifhments, as Jo fight at odds agamft thofe 
of France. I afk pardon for taking up fo much time in this 
difcuflion I but am agaip to urge^ in excufe^ the very great 
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importance of the matter before j^bti, and ihfe ^ealkkf trtaft- 
ner in which I had pledged inyfelf to ParHftftient, to efta- 
'blilh and verify reiterated chargfei of ' grbfs error and pcrilouH 
fnifmanagement (not to ufe worfe epithets) againft a for- 
midable minifterial board. It is bat too evident that you* 
fhips of war fit for fervice ^re fewer in numbfer, and.thofo 
lefs to be depended on for duration, than ever Was knov^A 
fince Great Britaift has been -a nwiritiAie -pOw^r; that twice 
is much money has been expended within the laft tfight 
years, for building, repairing, fand preferving yotir- fljips* 
as was applied to'thefe objefts- during the tVhi)le cotrffe rf 
the laft glorious war ; and that the prefent noble f^reiident at 
the admiralty-board [Lord Sandwich] after expending a fuAi 
of money thereori, which might have conftrudl^d one hun- 
dred fail of the line, and as many frigates, r>ew from the 
itocks, has youir navy at this day on not near fo formidable a 
footing, as when he came to the boar^ ia January 1771^ 
As to feamen and marines, though we are now in the 
iftonth of March, you want upwards of 12,000 to complete 
the numbers voted for the ferviee of the current year; fox 
the laft weekly accounts differ but immaterially from thofe 
made up to November laft, now before the committee 5 nei-r 
ther will you eafily find the means of fupplying fuch defi- 
ciency, though you have raifed- your entrance-money ta 
12/. ^5, for each volunteer (including the public encourage* 
rtents beyond the 5/. 5x. from the crown) to the great \>reju- 
dice of cornmerce and ruin of the merchants ; and the men, 
thus dearly bought, are hot in general of a mould, or profef. 
fional defcription, to be compared with thofe recruited on fimi*- 
lar emergencies heretofore. Men are not to be had for navy 
nor army i though for the lat^^er you have lowered the ftan- 
dard almoft to dwarf ftature, and doubled the bounties, ^f 
the bill for encouraging feamen and fea-faring; perfons to 
enter voluntaril}', which I did myfelf, in the laft feflion, the 
honour to propofe to the Houfe, had met with a favourably 
reception, many thoufands of your beft mariners, who are 
now gone over to Holland, or ferving in the fleets of your 
revolted fubjefts, might have been within reach at thi§ 
day. At a future feafon, notwithftahding foriner prejudices^ 
and every minifterial difcoinragement for the fake of per- 
quifites, I (hall revive my carneft endeavours to augment the 
pay of your feamen in times of peace, to provide for them 
under the infirmities of age, and limit the time of their fer- 
yitude; till you abolift the horrid isnconfticutional pra£tic9 
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oFiYnpreffingv and'iiold out thefe lures, yoa will never find 
thie profefiion of > feaman much followed by the lower orders 
pi the tpcople ;; and I fully demonftrated, in the coutfe of z 
|prmer..debBtir^ ^hat the pre&nt enormous expences to the 
nation in providing Teamen (the nature} confequence of cosn- 
puHflOB and violence) might in great meafure be faved. I look^ 
Sir, upon . thofe minifterial gentlemen who voted laft year 
againft bringing in ^ bill for fuch fali|tary end<, to be an- 
fwerable for nq^ftmer than j6o innocem lives at lea(^, which 
tiave fallen . a . facrifice to the pref>-^waiTants, and the fa« 
irages indifcrimiinately Jet loofe to enforce them noon free-* 
horn fubjedls $ befides a multitude of feameii driven iiifo 
^reign pay. Sir^ your fleet can never cope w^ith the con- 
siderate naval flrength of. France, Spain, and America: I 
own) high as I efteem your naval character, I lliould drea4 
the conteft. The beft of the northern feamcn of the Ame- 
rican continent are yet in reiervej they made a confiderable 

. part of Gates's land army at Saratoga, being wifely prey 
vented, by the general convention of New England, fronj 
)0litering into naval employ, while their fervice could be €)f 
^r greater utility on (bore, and they ran lefs rifqiie of 
faliing into the hands of the Britiih invaders, fiut, Sir^ 
(hould the thirteen united provinces of America become. free 
find independent, I could in reafon entertain no very direful 
fipprehenfions therefrom. Thirteen hundred miles of coaft 
will not be found equal to the extent of the coalts of Great 
Britain and Ireland. In thefe our iflands are ports for ihip-* 
ping more in number, and full as commodious ; our popula- 
tion is at prefent in the proportion of near four to one ; and 
our infular ftate is better adapted to promote external 
commerce, and internal mercantile communications, than 
is the cafe with that vaft expanded continent of America ; 
our climate is happier; our pofition, as to the three other 

- quarters of the globe, far more advantageous ; the fouthern 
coaft of America during one half of the year being un- 
wholefome, and incommoded by long calms or irregular 
iniidious currents ; the northern provinces fubj^d: to thick, 
tempeftuous weather, and fcarcely acceflible during the 
winter feafon. I believe, we have in Great Britain and 
Ireland m<^re cukivatable and produitive territory than in 
all the thirteen feceded provinces put together ; I mean, 
within the limits of their great chain of lakes. Catarafts im« 
menfe, torrented rivers, high mountains, and impervious 
forcfts, are noble and magniiicent fisatures for puinting or 

poetry J 
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poetry ; but in pradical fbcie^ies, and for the en^s of agrrcuk 
ture, manufadiiL^res, or commerce, they cannot furely .bo 
preferred to the humbler ftreams of England ; to oqr fertile 
plain*^) and more prai^icable foil. While you compel thci 
natives of the thirteen provinces to become to a man fd-e 
diers or feamen in their own defence, they may be formic 
dable indeed to your Weft India iilands, or on remoter en-« 
terprizes; but if once left to fettle in peace, their intertft^ 
their fober wifdom and gravity, above- .all,- their natural 
love of liberty, and jealoufy of military power, will dic- 
tate to them to lay ahde the fword and firelock, and tako 
up the (buttle and the p^oughihare ; they will turn their 
thoughts to huftandry, to manufadures, and to eftablifh a 
pacific civil government, on the bafis of induftry and com* 
mercial policy* That they may rival us in fevcral branches 

,of trade I do not deny; but fuch rivalry will ferve (I truft) 
as a fpur to the genius and ingenuity of the natives of this 
country, and ftimulate us to make ufe of thofe fuperior ad- 
vantages with which (as I have already obferved) we are 
bleffed by nature. Improve your oriental and your Afri-r 
can trades ; the latter may, with proper management, be 
inade abfolutely to govern the commerce of America at £u<- 
ropean markets. Africa produces not only the commodity^ 
but likewife the labourer to reap and to work it ; the in- 
digo, the rice of Carolina, the tubicco of Virginia, cannot 
be produced without the African Negroes; a voyage from 
Great Britain to Senegambia is. performed in little more than a 
fortnight, l^hofe who fpeculate upon the imperial greatne fs 

^•f the Americans at fome future ^ay, perhaps go far beyond 
the bounds of human probability. Who can fay what in- 
teftine diflenfions, what epidemical difeafes, what bloody 
wars, or other illrfated events, to crufh fuch ambitious 
and glorious profpcfts, may or may not be found in the 
future hiftory of that continent, though the firft page of 
it is now fo promiling, fo aufpicious ? Perhaps, Sir, when 

•juft approaching towards the zenith of their glory and pro-r 
fperity. Providence may (as has been in our days the cafe 
with the mother-country) for the completeft of all curfes in 
the nature of fublunary thirigs, beftow fuch a fet of mi- 
nifters to rule over thfm, as thofe who have, under 
George the Third, precipitated this nation from the higheft 
pinnacle of fame and happinefs, to the loweft ab)fs of 
wretchednefs and difgrace. I hope, Sir, we (hall, in good 
, time, before ^bp wellr^ffc(S^ed parts of ypuc American coIq- 

nie.& 
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nies embrace the confederacy of the thirteen, now in a fair 
road of independence; I fay, I hope we (hall havcwifdom 
fsnough to preferve them from the like contagion and rievolh 
Canada, Newfoundland<i the gates of the river Sr. liau^ 
rence, together with Nova Scotia, and the Two FloridaS| 
are as yet appendages of the Britifli empire. It is much to 
be. apprehended, that we may f^ hoftile banners braving tbk 
coafts of England aryd Scotland next fummer, with mom 
0Tipes than thirteen. I heartily joio the honourable mem- 
ber who has fpoken on this fubjedt. with his uAial fpirit, ac- 
curacy, and fagaci^y [Mr. Charles Fox], and with extreme 
fatisfac^ion fecond the refolutions be has put to the coihr 
mitcee ; as nothing can be clearer jthan the inadequate ftato oif 
your naval power to the prcfent crifisof public affairs, except- 
ing the proftitution, the n>ifmanagement, and atr6cious cri^ 
minality, of thofe minifters whom our deluded Soveretga 
hzs faUliy chofep to entruft with tbU main bulwark of thie 
empire. 

Mr. HippeJUy Coxe^ in the courfe of the debate, faid, ht 
jsad lately left the kingdom of France, and was perfedUy 
convinced a war would very foon break out between Great 
JBritain and that country ; that France was arming with the 
utmoft aleftnefs; that the troops were marching in large 
bodies to the fea ports \ and that every thing wore the ap- 
pearance of military preparation* 

Lord North denied this; and declared that the court of 
Verfailles had checked her ardour, and had ordered the troops 
Xo march back from the fea-ports to the interior provinces. 

Admiral Keppel took occafion to fay, that if he had the 
honour tp be employed in the fervice oi bis country, he rather 
withed to have a fmall fleet well fitted and completely manned, 
than a large number of fhips badly equipped. 

The previous qMefti9i) was put, and carried without a di- 
yifion, 

March 1%. 

Mr. Alderman W^ilkts made his annual motion, refpe^Sing 
the Middlefex eledion. The qucftion was called for, when 
|be numbers were for it, 3$, againft it 88. 

Hon. James J^uttrtU. The fubjeft which I think it my 
duty to enter upon, is pertainly of importance beyond my 
abilities to do juftice to; but I beg leave to offer my fenti- 
ments to this Houfe as a proof, that not only the firfl and 
moft diftinguilhed pf i^ members, hut even down to myfclf, 

. who 
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who 4ia»re the leafft pr6(?enfionsf am6ngft yoa, are equally wil* 
ling to exert theittfel^s td the beft of their abilities and ca^ 
pkc'ity^ ■ hoping to Sppij efifedual remedies to thofe cyite^ 
frhich have brought oh this nation a crifiS of foth great diffi^ 
Cttlty and danger. ... 

. , That it would always teive been niore bofioufaWe and wife 
for Qreat Britain to have oftl&red proper terms of peace to thi 
colonissy than to ha>^ held out uncotKiitional fubmiiHon, I 
htheve every perfon will admits who is convinced by this 
war, chat no nameS) howeyer pompous and high-founding, 
whether Che divine inftitution of prerogative, fuprem^cy of 
ParKame^t, or dignfty of the nation, can fen^ify to a free 
|ivople adb of injuftice, tyranny, and oppreflion. 

With refpe<a to the conoiliatory plan^ that it would have 
'provcd ^oth expedient aA4 futcefsful to have offered fuch a 
•bn Cotpe months ago^ nobody can reafonafhly deny : but how 
m themeafttre i8 expedient now; that is to 4y, how ^r 
it is in itfelf adequate to obtain peace under the circumftancec» 
flf the.prcfent timr^sj remains as yet to be proved. I (in-> 
c^ely wiSi it fuccefs, and/convinced of the ruinous expeincb 
and .fatal confeqiiences attending the war, I was happy to fee 
fStiy plan brought into Parliament, which might tend to dec^ane 
11 tlifpofition towards fieace oti the part of Great Britaili': 
hut 1 cajsnot .giv« credit to nvinifters who feem refolved to 
make the good which Parliament and tbe nation might agree 
to, totally ir(ipra<Slicable to be carried iiito efFe6l; •minifters, 
^bo) confcious that they are ah ob(lacle to terms, however 
adequate^ (roving acceptable in America, are capable of fee- 
ting highe^ value on the emoluments of t^eir offices, and gra- 
tification of private ambition, than on the peace and profpe^ 
i-ity of the empire. For, Sir, we may debate and vote s^s-wc 
pleafe, Anierican», not us, are to decide the fate of the con- 
ciliatory plan ; and uftdoubtedfy they wiU.-not only fake into 
their confideration the fairnefs or artiulnefs of your propofah 
for peace, but the men they ar^ to trufl to for performance 
«nd future confiflency of conduct ; and let thefe minifters be 
ever fo much flattered by the extraordinary fupport they have 
met with here, let themxrall themfelves by what pompous names 
or h'gh titles they think fit, th-ey undoubtedly are the men 
who perfccutcd and infulted America; therefore. Sir, by 
what madnefs can Am«tTicans be fuppofcd to conceive tha^ 
men fo rewarded and in favour for having <>foke through 
their charters, and trampled on their juft rights, will never 
dare in future to hreak the faith of any treaty, or by undite 
ioBuenct here attempt to violate the moft f^cred pledge of le- 

^»fliture ? 
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giflature ? May not America receive every propofal, wbilft 
fuch men are kept in power, as an infult ? May not Ameciqi 
conceive that now a blow is medicare J at liberty through ftatp 
craft, which force of arms could xK)t eScQ. ? Or how can 
fuch a wavering minifiry be depended on ? who, appearing at* 
tached to no fixed principles of public judice, can be bound 
by no fyftem of policy or maxims of government, changing 
the objed of the war with every wcdern breeze, and now afv 
fuming the borrowed plumage of the peaceful dove, flattering 
themfelves America will not difcern the cruel vultures that: 
have preyed on her. Such minifters may deceive tiiemfel\ces; 
but to all the world mud appear as inadequate to peace, aa 
they have proved themfelves incompetent to war. 

We can only hope, Sir, that America will not think it ne« 
ceflary to guara againftan inferior and fecondary power, a cer«^ 
t;iin defcription qf men who appear to a<Sl under the refponfU 
ble minifters, but who have held out this olive branch in a 
Qioft fufplcious and equivocal manner. I mean that fort of 
Janus politician, who has one face towards America, another 
towards his Majefty » one countenance exprei&ng peace, har- 
mony, and unanimity, and another disfigured with the ugly 
pailions of falfe pride, hatred, and revenge ; one voice to votq 
in favour of perfecuted America, another to talk vehemently 
©f infulted, degraded, powerful Great Britain. Such unde- 
. cifive fupport can do fervice to no country, and I truft they 
will prove the laft, the leafl in power; for fooner (hall the 
two fiices of Janus meet, than America and Britons througi) 
their mediation. 

I regret, Sir, that Parliament was not fooner allowed to 
inquire into the flate of the nation ; for I think that inquiry 
pught to have been finiihcd, as a folid foundation for a treaty 
of peace, as I truft the objedl of that inquiry is to redrefs 

! grievances, by removing all obftades, whether men or mea- 
ures, in order to prevent a perfeveranc<? in inevitable riiin. 
When minifters are found guilty, fureiy to corre(5l vjce by 
cherilblng it is a new experiment ; ^nd perhaps a mipiftry, 
who by their prefent conduv9: bear fatal teftimony of their pafl 
ruinous and bloody errors, may be tho'^igbt more in chara(Ser 
as patrons of the favages, the^i examples of Brjtifh integfity^ 
humanity, and virtue, worthy of American conEden^e ^i 
fftcem. ...... : -m 

, Some indeed pretend, that it is itKonfiftent with Qur<l-4JJ^ 
to (hew the weak and perilous fituation of this cpvptryj 
^ood Qod, Sir, was there ever an ir^quiry into the- f);»(t'^ 
the naibn beca^ife minifters were virtuous a^d Qi^^% MiHsM^ 

in 
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Jn profperity? Amidft all the glories of laft war, who would 
have moved an inquiry into the ftate of ihe nation ? It caA 
only be called for when great calamity requires immediate re* 
irtk. Such is now the fltuation of public affairs : and it is 
therefore our duty to open the eyes of our Sovereign to mis- 
fortunes^ in which he is not lefs a fufFerer than his people, and 
to convince him th^t thofe minifters who loft his dominions^ 
by endeavouring to make the prerogative of the crown incom* 
patible with the happinefs of the fubjeft, have proved thenar 
felves equally an enemy to both. 

If the treaty with France has taken place, I fear it is not a 
queflion that thirteen provinces, and the hearts of a brave and 
powerful people, are loft to his Majefty; it is rather what 
men and what mcafures can fave the reft of America ? But 
fuppofmg the cafe not totally defperate ; if ruin or feparation 
is not unavoidable, yet furely it is at leaft a crifis when the 
meafures to prevent it ought to be fent out with fuch an un- 
queftionable appearance of ^fincerity, that it may be received 
as a proof of his Majefty's afFeftion and love of juftice towards 
his fubjeds, rather than as an affent extorted through fear and 
ttcceffity; extorted from minifters openly obfHnate andcruel^ 
till difappointed in their arbitrary views abroad and become 
jealous of their rivals at home. 

Perhaps the noble Lord in the blue ribbon expe<Sls to be an 
exception, becaufe he formerly propofed a conciliatory plan. 
As to the noble Lord's heart, I believe it has never been con- 
fulted in the cabinet ; and as to his conciliatory plan, it ap* 
peared to the Americans indeed more plaufible than uncondi- 
tional fubmiflion but not more expreffivc of pe.ccful inten- 
tions : for the theory of Parliament's defifting from taxation 
as long as the American tribute (hould amount to as much 
money as a vote of th:s Houfe fhould require, was a mockery 
of freedom, and the pradice of exacting fuch a tribute by force 
of ar-ms, tyranny and oppreflion. 

We know that minifters muft govern the nation ; the duty 
of Parliament is to fee the) do it honeftly and wifely, or to 
endeavour to remove them from his M^jeftv's councils. It 
is likewife the duty of Parliament to fupport and look up to 
0|en who have more honourable pretenftons to the confidence 
ftnd efteem of the Sovereign and the people : in fuch men it is 
meritorious to feek places of truft ; for the crin.e cannot con- 
fift' in holding a public office; the vice is in employing the 

Cwer to bad purpofes. Lord Chatham was a true patriot for 
ving availed himfelf of that power which ensbled him by his 
ftFlfilom and virtue to raife bis country to the higheft; pitch of 

glory 
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glory and profpcrity, than if he had indolently conten'ed hinr:- 
felf with the du:y of a private member; and it is reafonable 
to fuppofe, that his Majefty may find able, vigilant, and ex- 
perienced ftatefmen, capable of governing with infinite more 
fteadinefs and judgment, more for his Majefty's honour and 
peace of mind, upon founder principles of public juftice, more 
likely to' be confided in by Great Britain anj by America, than 
thefe minifters who have loft one half the empire, and nearly 
ruined the other half. 

It was long, too long, thrown out to the public, that thdrc 
who contended in Parliament for equal liberty and equal hap- 
pinefs in every part of the Britifli empire, were an American 
faftion: whilft peace was attainable on fuch terms, mini- 
fters were accuftomed to allow, that America could only de^ 
pend on fuch a fadtion for performance; a faction, Sir, who 
ftill muft have the credit of not being apt to give up their opi- 
nions of public juftice, nor affeft to change their principles; 
a fafiion, who warned thefe minifters over and over again, 
not to delay a treaty till fuch time as it (hould be neceffary to 
exchange unconditional fubmiffion in A r.erica for uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion in Great Britain; and moft of whom I be- 
lieve ftill look with aftonifhment at perfons who feem to per- 
fevere in perfuading Majefty^ that nothing is inglorious for a 
King to be reduced to confent to, except to change his mini- 
fters. 

By every intelligence from America, and, by the nature of 
man, I think it appears that America is not blind to paft in- 
juries, I think it is evident, that thefe minifters are odious, 
miftrufied, and abhorred there ; and from that I infer, that the 
Americans will rcfufe to enter into any negotiation with the 
•commiflioners, if fuch minifters are to remain in power. 
Then what will be the ufe of the conciliatory plan, even fup- 
■pofe it to be ever fo perfe6\i Sir, is it not reafonable to believe 
the Americans will refufe to put any future confidence in men 
who have already betrayed them, murdered them with favage 
•cruelty, abufed them with the tongue of hatred, and appear to 
-be rewarded inftead ofpuniflied for having fo done? 
' - May not the confidence with which fuch minifters trample 
on the fubjefts, caufe them to go farther than miftruft of the 
minifter, and materially afFc6l his Majefty's honour ? Muft 
we force the Americans to give us more fatal proofs that they 
are neither cowards nor foots? Will they not juftly attribute 
to a want of fpirit in this country, not a want of fpirit in 
tbit country, any idea of putting future confidence iri fuch a 
miniftry? And the delay of explanations and altercations 

woal<l; 
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through mifchievous policy than ihort^ftghtedners* Another 
•honouraWc member oppofue to me [the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland] truflis much to the exertion of our fuperior naval 
armaments, " with energy." How, Sir, can you fpare one 
fliip of the line from the defence of this country, in cafe 
of a French and Spanifh war ? Suppofe you had forty-three 
or forty-four of the line manned to their full war-comple^ 
ment ; this ftrength would fcarcely fuffice to cover your har- 
bours and coafts ; you would have no cruifers, no weftern- 
fquadron, — What is to become of your Weft India iflands, 
your Afiatic fettlements, and the important fortreiles of 
Gibraltar and Mahon? The foreign ftations, for a defenfive 
war only againft France, will require near fifty fail of the line; 
and againft the two jrioufes jof Bourbon united, you cannot do 
yrith fewer on thefe fervices than fcventy-five or eighty. Your 
whole prefent extent of the line of battle would be little better 
(as was lately faid bv a noble £arl in the other Houfe) [Lord 
.Chatham] than a Mediterranean command, with proper re- 
liefs. When have you feen fo few as twenty fail of the line 
on that fervice, againft the united power of Verfailles and 
Madrid? Early in this century (the reign of Queen Anne) 
Sir George Rooke and Sir Ctoudefly Shovel commanded a 
£eet of more than fifty fail of the line in that fea ; and the 
fleet of the enemy was full as numerous; they had feven- 
teen three-deckers. In the reign of George the Firft, Sir 
George Byng had upwards of twenty fail of the line of 
battle in the Meffina fight ; and his force was reprefented as . 
inadequate to that ftation. In the late King's reign (the war 
before the laft) the fquadron under the Admirals Matthews 
and. Lcftock confifted of above forty men of war of the 
line; and the combined fleets of France and Spain proved 
fully their match. I {hall perhaps be told, that in 1762, 
when the French and .Spaniards were united againft Great 
Britain, we had few more than twenty fail of the line of 
bittle in the. Mediterranean ofl^ Cadiz; and, notwithftand- 
ing which, we were too ftrong for the enemy ; but let 
gentlemen rpcolleft, that the coup df grace was given to the 
naval ppwer of France the preceding fummer ; and the Spa- 
nifli navy was the only one we had to contend with, and 
jiear half their men of war of fuperior rates were on the 
continent of Spanilh America, or at Cuba. A very diftin- 
.guifhed and refpedhble fea-oflicer, in another place [Earl of 
Briftolj having reprefented our flxips of 50 guns as men of 
.war of tl^ line^ was moft prefun^ptuouily queftioned on the 

propriety 
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tween Great Britain ^d her colonies, that the c6n1mi£oners 
may be enabled to promife, in hi^ Majefty's iiame, the earlieil: 
i-etnoval of fuch minifter or minifters from his Majefty's c^un* 
cilsi" ' \A- ■ 

Mfi y, JAnJione feconded the motion. 

Lord Biaiicbamp dbje£led to the mbde of proceeding ; aflert* 
ing, that the only parliamentary one was^ to addrefs his Majefty 
to difmifi thofe minifters who were odious to the people>. or 
fuTpeded of mal-adminiftration. But there was nooccafion 
for fuch addrefS) as he believed it was generally admitted^ both 
within and without doors^ that the prefent minifters were highly 
approved by the whole people of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Mr. Rigby (aid, that he liked to hear gentlemen fpeaic out, 
as they now did ; crying out againft men, and not meafures. 
That if they had not told him they looked more to men 
dian meafures, he (hould neverthelefs have been fure of it. 
That the Americans refpe£led no one fet of men more than 
another, and had as foon enter into treaty with the prefent 
minifters as with thofe who pafted the declaratory aA. 

Mr. F9X obferved, that he thought, that fmce the time of 
old Cato, the dodrine of peccata omnia funt paria had been 
exploded. That he (hould not have thought the honourable 
gentleman had fo particulaily been given to the maxims of 
that order, as implicitly to adopt them ; for that he himfelf 
fiiw great difTerences between the grievances^ if there were 
any in the declaratory a£k, and thofe which had been the cauie 
of the prefent war. 

Sir Cecil fVray. Though he wi(hed the miniftry (hould be 
removed, and even removed out of the world, for the mifchiefs 
they had brought on this country, if it could be done legally 
and conftitutionally, yet oppofed this motion as unconftitu* 
tional ; and that, if carried, it would not eiFed the purpofes 
intended, of promoting a conciliation with the colonies. 

That to remove a minifter, it muft either be on the petition 
of the people who conceived themfelves ill governed or op* 
prefled,- or on the addrefs of the Houfes of Parliament ; but 
to. give a power to a part of the empire to do this asainft the 
opinion of the reft (for that the miniftry had aded in con* 
formance to the opinion of the people he inferred, from the 
impoffibility they would have had of profecuting their plans 
if contrary to it) would be the ftrangeft idea, perfe£Uy un* 
precedented, and might be a moft dangerous example to futu* 
rity; as on every difguft in our own dominions, every ambaf* 
(ador to fbretgn parts might negotiate away the undoubted con* 
ftimtional ririitt of the executivt power. 
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Nor did he think it would be attended with any good con« 
fequence, in refpe£l: to the treaty, now to be negotiated with 
.'the colonies, if they entered into a treaty ; what they would 
expef): would be good terms, and good fecurity for the per- 
formance of them* 

That he apprehended America t?ould demand better terms 
for herfelf when treating with her moft avowed enemies, than 
ihe might from thofe whofe general fentiments had been in 
favour of her proceedings ; but that a removal^ perhaps tem- 
porary, of any minifter, could give no fecurity for the per- 
formance of them. Had the, motion gone not only to the re- 
moval, but to the utter exclufion, of all thofe who had poured 
poifon into the ears of Majefty, with an appointment of men, 
arid adoption in the King of different principles, fome fecurity 
might be defired from her; but that the fecurifv of theterms 
to America muft be from the removal of the Brittfii armies, 
and the appointment of her own governors, and to this he ap* 
prehended we muft agree. 

He did not apprehend we had given up any thing, in the 
laws lately pafTed, which of right belonged to us 4 that we 
never had any right to tax or regulate the charters of America 
without their confent; but that the motion tended to giving 
up the honour of this nation, in its eflential points, widiouc 
any poilible advantages to ourfelves. 

Mr, Aubrey faidj that he believed the laft honourable 'gentle- 
man who fpoke might find commiffioners having power of dif- 
mifling minifters, and that of negotiating for the repeal 6f all 
adls whatfoever, in the fame page of the journals ; that not- 
withftanding what the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Rig- 
'^by] had faid, " of all fets of men being alike to the Ameri- 
•cans,'* he could affert, from authority, that the Congrefs had 
Tepeatedly declared, that they never would treat with our pre- 
fent fet of minifte«, which Was a ftrong implication at leaft 
that they would treat with another; that whether indeed they 
-did this in imitation only of the magnanimous refolutions of 
•our toiniftefs that they would never treat with the Congreft, 
he could not tdl ; that however, as the dehnda eft Carthago 
^ad been a favourite maxim on the treafury-bench when £ng^ 
land had the fuperiority, he thought it might be reafonably 
cxpefted that the cry of the Americans would, in return, be 
at leaft the difmiffion of our minifters ; that policy direAed us 
to take every ftep to regain the affeftions of the Americans, 
but that it could not be hoped for, while our affairs were eo- 
trufted to thofe hands by which' their country bad- been* ni-> 
YBgcd, and their friends and relations put to the fWPrd* \Vbat 
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reliance would the Americans put in the moft pacific and raoft 
amicable declarations, when uttered by tboTe mouths who had 
hitherto never talked of any thing lefs than checking the growth 
of the colonies, which he teolc to be only a milder and modefter 
cxpreffion^for what they afterwards in h&. attempted, the 
ilarving and extirpating them. That it was with the con^ 
currence of this miniftry that Lord Hiifborough pledged the 
&ith of Parliament, as well as the honour of his Sovereign^ 
^for his approving' Lord Bottetourt's explanation of his letter 
.was certainly adopting it for his own,) that no alteration (hoitl4 
be made in the fyftem of taxation : a promife, which, as fooa 
fts it bad ferved the purpofe of allaying the difcontents of Ame« 
rica, they no longer regarded or thought of, when interefi: 
prompted them to break it. And that interefl: was fo trivial 
tbit it demonftrated they either thought very lightly of their 
honour, or elfe meant to introduce by degrees an important 
and an oppreffive taxation : the very ^everfe of what they bad 
fo (blemnly promifed through the mediqm of Lord Hil{borough» 
That he was convinced, that unlefs it were imagined that the 
fentiments of a whole people could change as fuddenly as the 
coaduiS; of the noble Lord [Lord North] had done, the Ame-> 
ricans would never agree to any negotiation while the prefent 
minifters remained in power. 

Hon. yames Luttrell in reply. I beg leave to fay a few 
words more in defence of the motion \ and to explain more 
fully the opinions which induced me to. think it proper; fof. 
Sir,, if no degree of ocnfure is due to the minifters, fome 
may be thought due to. me for having moved fuch an addrefs. 
Comparing what I have faid with the language of their friends 
and dependents, or with their encomiums upon themfelves, 
undoubtedly I have faid too much ; but, Sir, it is not on the 
chara£iers they bear either on 0119 fide this Houfe or the other, 
tiiat I urge the neceflity for fuch an addrefs ; it is on their 
chtfraSiers in America ; bccaufe on the degree of confidence 
Ibut Americans may think it wife and prudent to repofe in 
Ihetn, muft depend tjie fate of the conciliatory bill : for if per^ 
fffrm^nce of promife^ (hould be doubted, there can be no ne- 
gjitiadon ; and without which the conditions of the plan can be 
i)f no utility; andcertaiidy.all I have faid againft the minifterr, 
is ctxtreme moderation when compared with publications of the 
.Congr^fS) or the opinions generally declared by the Americans} 

I am furprifed to bear a noble Lord [Lord Beauchamp] 
$&vax Jthat the prefent adminiftration is approved of in 
^re»t Britain,! . Good pod, •Sir, is the American war a doubt 2 
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Is the lofs of To many valuable Aibjedb gone for ever a doubt ? 
Is the decline of commerce, the failure of public credit, the 
fquander of the public treafure, are thefe things doubted I Is 
it (carce a doubt that fuch mifchiefs of the fiate will tempt 
France and Spain to declare war agaiflft us ? No, Sir, thefe 
are not doubts, thefe are the works of this adminiftration ; 
thefe are broad fa£l:s which ftare men in the face, and make 
them look at each other with aftonilhment. 

Gentlemen talk of degrading the dignity of Great Britain, 
by fetting lefs value on the office and emoluments of a mini- 
fter, than a revenue, adls of Parliament, and claims, formerly 
of advantage to the crown, all of which have been relinquifhed 
in hopes to put an end to fo ruinous a war. Sir, I have no 
fuch magnificent ideas of minifters ; I know no etiquette that 
can juftify our facrificing the peace and profperity of the 
empire to their private ambition ; and as to the obje£Uon to 
the motion for want of a precedent, if there has been none, 
permit me to add, that there never was fuch an occafion 
before, to require fuch a meafure. The prefent minifters 
certainly provoked the Americans to aim at independency, by 
oppofmg their juft demands, and forcing them into new ai^ 
dangerous claims : if the fame minifters mean to perfevere 
in fimilar policy .till America fliall not only be independent^ 
but totally feparated and unconnefted with England, then in- 
deed it matters not to the Americans who fliall be minifters of 
Great Britain. But, if we are to be united upon the princi- 
ples of the conciliatory bills, if we are to regulate commerce, 
to prote£l each others property, to be again connected by any 
tie of mutual faith and confidence, nay, even by alliance, it 
muft ever be of confequence to America who fhall be minifters 
of Great Britain. 

An honourable member [Sir Cecil Wray] conceived the 
motion not to be fufficiently expreffive, becaufe it left the King 
at. liberty to turn the minifters out but for a day, or to take 
'them again as foon into his councils. Mr. Luttrell obferved| 
that he had too great a refpefl; for his Majefty to diink hini 
capable of trifling with an addrefs of Parliament, and At cx- 
prefs defire of half his dominions ; he was therefore glad that 
the motion was totally inconfiftent, with fuch ftrange liiiikp* 
prehenfions of his Majefty's goodnefs, as defcribed by that 
honourable member, if inde^, upon any point of etifutiief 
the motion could be condemned, he was led into the error bf 
paying attention to his Majefty's firft minifter [Lord Northjf$ 
for when, to the aftoiiiftiment of many, he obferved, that tSe 
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commiffioner^ ihould treat with rebels in arms, and the Con« 
grefs, the noble Lord aiHgned as a reafon that no etiquittt 
whatfoever ought to be an obftacle to the* grand object of 
peace. That place or peniion ihould not be an obftacle was 
not promifed ; but that no etiquette {hould oppofe the conci* 
liatory plan he did undoubtedly declare. Mr. Luttrell faid, 
he regretted much that the addrefs was not moved by a mem- 
ber of greater importance than himfclf ; as he thought it of 
confequence, and neceffary to be granted ; but he (hould fit 
down with the fatisfadion of having done his duty to the bed 
of his abilities in times like thefe ; and that would give him 
fome confolation even in defeat. 

' The Houfe divided; for the motion 55, againft it 150. 
March 16. 

Lord Nirtb gave notice that next day he fliould prefent t 
meflage from the King. 

Mr. Grenville faid, he believed the fubje£l of the mefTage 
was already anticipated by the Houfe. But that gentlemen 
might be truly, as well as fully, informed, before they deter- 
mined what anfwer to give, he begged leave to move, 
** That an humble addrefe be prefented to his Majefty, to 
defire that he will be gracioufly pleafed to order that there 
be laid before this Houfe, copies of all communications from 
his Majefty*s ,ambaffador at the court of France, or the 
French ambaflador at this court, touching any treaty of al- 
liance, confederacy, or commerce, entered into between the 
court of France and the revolted colonies in North America.'^ 

Lord Notih faid it would be exceedingly improper to pro- 
duce the papers ; as they would expofe certain perfons who 
bad given fecret intelligence: and moved the previous 
queftion. 

Mr. Grenville faid he did not wifli to expoie any mani and 
amended his motion with, ^^ or extra£b.'' 

Lord North faid the amendment could not be received after 
the previous queftion had been moved. 

Mr. Fox got up in great warmth, and reprehended Lord 
North in the fevereft terms, for what be called quibbling 
and chicane. 

laor A North withdrew his motion ; and the amendment was 
received : after which he moved the previous queftion again* 
He defired the Houfe to take notice, that he had never faid 
the treaty between France and America was. not'figned ; and 
added, tiuit his policy for concealing it was good. The French 
hs^d been die fir^ to make it known. If it v^s the intereft of 
: K 3 France 
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France to publifli it, it was the intereft of England to conceal 
it He called the French ambailador's refcript infolent and 
oiFeniive ; and concluded with faying, it was his firm unal« 
terable refolution to keep bis place. 

The Houfe divided ; for the previous qucftion 231, againft 
it 146. 

March If n 

laoxi North acquainted the Houfe, that he had a melTage 
from bis Majefly to this Houfe, figned by his Majefty ; axui 
he prefented the fame to the Houfe ; and it was read by Mr* 
Speaker^ and is as followeth, viz* / 

*' GEORGE R. 

^' His Majefty having been informed, by order of the 
French King, that a treaty of amity and comm,erce has been 
Jigned between the court of France and certain perfons em- 
ployed by his Majefty'^ revolted fubjefls in North America^ 
bas judged it neceflary to diredl, that a copy of the declara* 
,tion, delivered by the French ambaffador to Lord Vifcount 
Weymouth, be laid before the Houfe of Commons \ and at 
the fame time to acquaint tbem^ that his Majefty has thought 
proper, in confequence of this offenfive communication on 
the part of the court of France, to fend orders to his ambaf* 
fiidot to withdraw from that court, 

** His Majefty is perfuaded, that the juftic^ and good faith 
of bis conduct towards foreign powers, and the flncerity of 
his wilhes tt> preferve the tranquillity of Europe, will be 
Acknowledged by all the world ; and his Majefty trufts, that 
he (hall not ftand refponfible for the difturbance of that tran-f 
quillity, if he (hould find himfelf called upon to refent fo un-f 
provoked and fo unjuft an aggreffion on the honour of his 
crown, and the effential interefts of his kingdoms, contrary 
to the moftfolemn affurances, fiibverfive of the law of na«n 
tions, and injurious to the rights of every fovereign power in 
•Europe. 

" His Majefty, relying with the firmeft confidence on the 
ssealous and affe<3ionate fupport of his faithful people, is de- 
t^ennioed to be prepared to exert, if it ihall become neceirary, 
all the force and refources of his kingdoms ; which he truils 
will be found adequate to repel every infult and attack, an4 
to maintain and uphold the power and reputation of tbts 
country. G. R/' 

Lord North alfo prefented the following- paper, being thp 
copy of a paper delivered to Lord Weymouth by the Mar«« 
^uis 4e Npailles, on the J3th of March, ^yyS* 

*«Tbt 



A. 1779, DEBATES^ X3S 

<^ The under-figoed, ambaflador from his moft Chriflian 
Majefty, has received exprefs orders %o make the folio wiiig 
declaration to the court g^ London: 

« The United States of North America, who are in full 
poileiEon of indepctndence, as pronounced by them on the 
fourth of July, 1776, having propofed to the King, to con- 
folidate, by a formal convention, the connexion begun to be 
d^lUhed between the two nation&» the refpedive plenipo* 
tentiaries have Ggned a treaty of fri^ndihip and commerce^ 
defigned to ferve as a foundation for their mutual good cor« 
refpondence. 

^ His M^efly being determined to cultivate the good un* 
derftanding lublifling between France and Great Britain, by 
every means compatible with his dignity and the good of his 
fubjecSis, thinks it neceflary to make this proceeding knowa 
to the court of London, and to declare at the fame time, that 
the contra£ling parties have paid great attention, not to ftipu* 
late any exclulive advantages in favour of the French nation; 
and that the United States have referved the liberty of treating 
with, every nation whatever, upon the fame footing of equality 
aad reciprocity. 

^^ In making this communication to the court of London^ 
the King is firmly perfuaded (be will find new proo& of hig 
Majefty's conftant and iincere difpoiition for peace; and that 
his Britannic Majefty, animated by the fame fentiments, will 
equally avoid every thing that may alter their good harmony | 
and that he will particularly take effefhial meafures to prevent 
the commerce between his Majeftv's fabjetfts.and the United 
States of North America from being interrupted; and to 
c^ufe all the uiages received between commercial nations to 
be, in this refpe^, obferved,. and all thofe rules which can be 
laid to fubfift between the two crowns pf Frapce and Great 
Britain. 

^^ In this ji^ft confidence) the under-fignad ambafladof 
thinks it fuperfluous to acqiiaint the Britifli minifter, that the 
King his raafter^ being determined to prote£l effectually the 
lajwful commerce of his fubje^s, ^nd to maintain the dignitjf 
of his flag, his ^ajefty l^s^s, in Qonfequence, taken eventual 
meafures in concert with Uie United States of North Ame* 
rica. . 

London, March 13, 1778* 

(Signed,; Le M, DE NOAILLES.". 

K4 Lord 
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Lord North moved, That an humble addrefi be prefented to 
his Majefty, to affllire him, &c. 

Lord George Germaine feconded the motion, but £ud no* 
thing elfe. 

Mr. Baier thought it was not fufficicnt to fay we were in 
this dilemma which the French ambaflador*s paper told us; 
but inquiry fhould be made how we came into it: and 
moved the following amendment (after aiTurances of fup- 
port) : << Hoping and trufting that his Majefty vnW be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to remove from his councils thofe perfons in 
whom his people, from paft experience, have reafon not to 
place confidence in the prefent momentous fituation of publip 
affairs/^ 

Sir Gesrge Yonge feconded, and faid, that nobody could feel 
more than he did the general refentment at the daring infult 
offered us by the crown of France : that it ought to be re- 
fented, and the injury repelled; and he did not doubt we 
had ftrefigth and fpirit to do it. But that he could not help 
at the fame time lamenting the very diftref&ng fituation of 
public affairs, and the continued fcenes of mifcondu^l, which 
he was convinced had encouraged the Houfe of Bourbon to 
offer this infult. That we (hould in vain offer fypport to his 
Majefty, if we did not at the fame time inform him of the 
incapacity of thofe in whom he had trufted for the manager 
ment of his affairs; and the little reafon his people had to 
place any confidence in them. That it was evident to rfl 
men the French had from the beginning fomented this 
American war. To put the matter but of doubt, the pre- 
fent notification confefifed that their connexion with Ame- 
rica took its date from the declaratiori of independency in 
July, 1776; that it was plain a negotiation had been carrying 
on ever fince; that the fervants of the crown ought to havi^ 
known this ; that he therefore concluded they did know it i 
and were unfit to govern a great country, if they did not : 
that, without now dwelling upon their having concealed and 
denied it, at leaft they ought to have been prepared for this 
event ; that, infte^d of this, the very treaty, and the notifi* 
cation, appeared to be a inatter of as great furprife to the 
minifters as tip any body e)fe« That their being unprepared 
for it had left the kingdom equally fo; and expofed, naked 
and defencelefs, after a ruinous and difgracefiii war with 
Aiperica fjf>r thr^ years, tp the attacks of ^be united force 
pi the Houfe of Bourbon, without any means prepared tQ 
refift it. That our land forces were barely fuificient for our 
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defence, without any means to garrifon or ftrengthen oar 
diftant fortrefles, fettlements, or dependencies : that our navj^ 
at the utmoft, conftfted of no more than thirty or thirty-five 
fail of the line fit for fervice: that twice that number was ne*« 
ceflary for the various operations of war : that we had not a 
Chip In the Mediterranean ; fo that Gibraltar and Minorca 
ivere left unguarded : that we had none in the Eaft Indies or 
in Africa, and but a weak force in the Weft Indies : that 
France had ftrengthened herfelf in all thefe parts ; and, ia 
Jhort, all our dependencies were in imminent danger. That 
our credit was at the loweft ebb ; and the people had no con* 
fidence in government: that the French knew all this; and 
were by thefe circumftances encouraged to offer us this infult: 
jthat the people knew its ^nd his Majefty ought to know it: 
ihat we beft could inform his Majefty of the cafe of his 
people; and the beft time of doing it was, when we were of* 
rering him our fupport s to exprefs our defire, that he would 
do the anly thing which could make any fupport effedual* 
That nothing could tend more to deprefs the fpirit of the 
people, or encourage our enemies, than the notion, that the 
lame men who had fo uniformly difgraced us, and degraded 
the honom: of the nation, as well as diminiflied and expofed to 
ganger, not only the dependencies, but the very vital ftrength 
of this empire, v^tre likely to be ftill further trufted to carry 
on ^ war, the moft important and alarming that ever this 
country ^as threatened w}th. That as experience would 
tnake it impoffible for the nation to have any confidence ia 
the prefent minifters, after fuch repeated ipftances of folly, 
liegled, and incapacity, the removal of them could alone 
realize any offers of fupport, and revive the drooping fpirit of 
the people; and that he was convinced this fingle meafiire 
would caufe more alarm to our eneniies, from the apprehen* 
flon of the probable vigour and wifdom of our councils, whea 
trufted in abler hands, than all the warlike preparations we 
might make, if directed by the fa^e imbecility which wp 
had hitherto experienced, and thev had fo well availed them* 
felves of. . He was really afliamea to fee thofe minifters. who 
had brought us into the difgrace of receiving fuch an infulr, 
as that French paper was, upon the government of this coun* 
try, fhould dare to be the people to lay it before Parliaments 
and to tell the Houfe that they were the people ready to carry 
on the war. Therefore he rofe to fecond his honourable 
friend's motion, whicl^ exprelTed the fenfe of the nation, that 
^befe minifters ought firft to be removed, before* any ftep is 
* taken. 
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taken. The French would not have dared to oiFer fuch aa 
iofult to any other minidry. 

Governor PownalL I do not rife to defend minifters j the 
cbje(St of this day is much above all fuch confiderations. J 
do not take into my ellimation the pretehfions of any fet of 
men; and as to the prefent n\iniflers, by an examination of 
their pafl conduct, which is to come under confideration in a 
few days, we {hall be better able to judge how far they aco 
to be trufted for the future. In the magnitude of this day's 
bufmefs I will not mix, even in my ideas, any fecondary ob<» 
je£ts. I am forry that it has entered into, or makes any part 
of» the ideas of my honourable friend [Sir George Yoi)ge], 
becaufe, as there is no man in the Houfe for whom I have 4 
higher refpedi, fa there is no one to whofe fentiments I am 
more difpofed, on many occaiions, to fubfcribe. But I fee 
that fome miftaken ideas of the ftate of this bufinefs ha9 
niiled him. He thinks that this treaty has been under ne* 
gotiatron (our minifters ignorant of it all the while) for two 
jear$ paft. From an exa^ narrative of the fiatQ of the bufi"* 
nefs, be will fee that the very idea of fuch a treaty has not bee(| 
fix months in exiftence ; and the a£tual negotiation not more 
than three months. As I never prefume to aiTert any thing 
in this Houfe in which I am not grounded as to the h(k oc 
the truth; as I have never afTerted any thing which the Houfe 
has not found to be true in the event ; fo, upon fuch import- 
ant matters as I ihall now difclofe, I will not do it without 
accompanying that which I fball afTert with the a<Slual proofs* 
And I the rather do it on this occafion, as I think that that 
ftate of this bufinefs, which my information enables me tQ 

five, is the befl commentary on the nature and purpofb of the 
rench paper laid before us ; and alfo does befl point out the 
condud we ought to hold in confequence of it. 

In Auguil laft, the Americans, by their commifHoners at 
Paris, began to prefs the minifters of France to appear avow- 
edly in their favour^ and to give them fubflantial and elec- 
tive afEflance. But thefe minifters, for various reafons of 
ftate, were deaf to thefe calls ; they did not choofe, by com-* 
mitting tbemfelves in the alliance with America, to involve 
themfelves in a war with England. They did not mean tQ 
give real fupport to America, nor to meet in arms the force 
of Britain. They wifhed, by remaining ofteuflbly neuter» tQ 
encourage Great Britain to go on in a ruinous cont^ft; andj^ 
by privately affifting the Americans, to encourage them to gq 
on giving caufo fpr fuch conteft. They wiibed the continu*« 
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ance of the war; and to affift oeither party further dian to 
prolong it, and to widen the breach. On this occafion, and 
to obviate thcfe ideas of falfe policy, the cotnmiffioners froui 
the Americans prefented a memorial bearing to this very point i 
of which I will read fome parts, moft relevant to the prefent 
bufinefi. 

^ £xtra£f of a Mtmorial ielivirti hy the American tommyfiomn 
U the court of France^ I77'8. 

^^ The court of France fuppofes that the war between 
Great Britain and the. United American Colonies will cer^* 
tainly continue for a confiderabie time longer, without any 
open interference on the part of France. But this fuppoiitioa 
is even more fallacious than the former; the Britiih gorern* 
ment have every thing to lofe, and'nothing to gain, by conti* 
ntiing the war. 

<< After the prefent campaign^ they will therefore doubtleft 
leis malce it their great and laft effort to recover the dominion 
of America, and terminate the war. They probably hope 
that a tew vi&ories may, by the chance of war, be obtained; 
and that thefe on one hand, and the wants and diftrefles of 
the Colonifts on the other, may induce them to return again 
to a dependence, more or )e& limited, on Great Britain. 
They muft be fenfible, that if ever America is to be con- 
quered by them, it muft be within the'prefentyear : that if 
it be ifnpoiEble to do it in this year of the dilpute, it will be 
madnefs to expe£l more fuccefs afterwards, when the difficuU 
.ties of the Americans' former fituation are removed ; when 
their new independent governments have acquired ftabtlity ; 
and when the people are become, as they fbon will be, well 
armed, difciplined, and fupplied with all the means of refift- 
ance. 

^^ The Britifii miniftry muft therefore be fenfible, that a 
continuation of boftilities againft the colonies, after this 
year, can only tend to prolong the danger, or invite an 
additional war in Europe; and they therefore doubtlefs in- 
tend, after having tried the fuccefs of this campaign, how«- 
ever it may end, to make peace on the beft terms which can 
be obtained^ And if they cannot recover the colonies, as 
fqbjeds, to admit their daim of independency, and fecure 
them by a foderal alliance. Therefore no means are left 
for France to prevent the colonifts from beine fhortly recon- 
died to Great 3ritain, either as fubjefis or ^lies, but to en- 
ter immediately into fud^ engagements with them as will ne« 
^(t&nly predudQ all others ; fuch a$ wiU permanently bind 
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and fecure their commerce and friendfhip, and enable them 
as well to repel the attacks, as to fpurn at the offers of their 
prefent enemy, 

*' It muft be remembered, that the firft refiftance of the 
€X>Ionifts was not to obtain independency, but a redrefs of 
their grievances ; and that there are many among theni who 
might even now be fati^fied with a limited fubjedion to the 
Britifli crown* A majority have indeed put in for the pirize 
of independency : they have done it on a confidence that 
France, attentive to her moil important interef^s, would 
ibon give them open and efFe^kual fupport. But when thej 
find themfelves difappointed ; when they fee feme of the 
powers of Europe furnifh troops to ailifl in their fubjugation; 
another power profcribing their commerce; and the reft 
looking on, as indifferent fpedbitors ;. it is very probable 
that, defpairing of foreign aid, and feverely prefl'ed by their 
enemies, and their own internal wants and diftreffes, they 
may be inclined to accept of fuch terms as it will be the in* 
terefl and difpofition of the Britifh gover.nment to grant 
them. Lord George Germaine, but a few weeks fince, de« 
dared in the Houfe of Commons, that his hope of ending 
the American war this year, was, principally founded on the 
difappointment which the colonics would feel, when they 
diicover that no afliftance is likely to be given them from 
France* The Britifh adherents in America will (pare no 
pains to fpread. and increafe that difappointment, by di£» 
couraging representations ; they already intimate that France^ 
equally hoftUe to both parties^ foments the prefent war» 
only to make them mutually inflrumental in each others' 
deftru£lion. 

^' Should Great Britain, by thefe and other means, de- 
tach the colonies, and re-unite them to herfelf, France will 
irrecoverably lofe the mofl favourable opportunity ever of- 
fered to any nation, of humbling a powerful, arrogant, zad 
hereditary enemy ; an opportunity which no human wif^om 
could have produced, and which the moft zealous of her pa* 
triots could fcarcely have hoped for. 

^^ But it is not fimply the opportunity of reducing Great- 
Britain which France will lofe by her prefent inactivity ; for 
her own fafety, and that of all her American poileffions, will 
be endangered the moment in which a reconciliation takes 
place between Britain and America, 

^^ The Iting and mihiflry of Great Britain know and feel 
that France has encouraged and affifted the colonifts in their 
prcfeat reiiilanc^s and they are ^ much incaif<rd agaiaft 

hcr^ 
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her, as they would be were (he openly to declare war. In 
truth, France has done too much, unlefs (he intends to do 
more. Without giving the colonifts efFeiSual affiftance, it 
would have been better to have left them wholly unaffifted.' 
The Britifh nation, naturally inimical to the French, is 
anxious for peace with America, that (he may turn her arms 
againft this kingdom; and at once gratify her revenge and 
her avarice. This is now the general language of the people^ 
and of the leaders of the oppofition. But any one, who 
refle£b upon the preceding obfervations, cannot doubt but 
that whenever peace with America is obtained by Great 
Britain (whatever may be the conditions of it) the whole 
Britifh force now oathe continent of America will be fud- 
denly tranfported to the Weft-Indies, and employed in fub- 
duing the French fugar-iflands there, to recompenfe the 
loffes and expences which Great Britain has fufFered and 
incurred in this war, and to revenge the infult and injury 
France has done her, by the encouragement and afEftance 
*whicli (he is fuppofed to have fecret^ given the colonifb 
againft Great Britain." 

This memorial was prefented about the middle of Auguft; 
It had no eiFed; but, on the contrary, as the French mini* 
iters faw that the diftrefTes and apprehenfions, which the 
Americans felt, began to prefs hard upon them, they took ^ 
that occafion (profiting by their diftrefe) to try to drive a 
hard and inequitable bargain with them, on the ground of 
dieir necei&ties. Inftead of afllfting them, they rather added 
to their apprehenfions, by feeming difpofed to give up their 
fiipport. When the account of General Burgoyne's ad- 
vance, and of his taking Ticonderoga arrived in France; 
when the Americans had almoft loft all hopes ; the French 
wi(hed to fee them driven to defpair. They reafoned, that, 
from neceffity, the Americans muft furrender their interefts 
into their hands withopt conditions. On this occa(ion all 
fiegotiation with France was at a ftand; and mutual re* 
proaches arifmg, had almoft driven matters to an open breach 
betwixt the commiflioners and the French miniftry. The 
commiffioners wrote to the Congrefs, ftating their htuation. 
Htrty Sir J was a moment that Providence Jeemed to offer t9 
the good fortune of this country. In this moment, commu* 
nications of this ftate of things came to a very private and 
very inconfiderable individual ; they were made to me, with 
direft explanations, that the Americans were willing 10 open 
a treaty with this country, for reconciliation and re-efta« 
Utihment of peace; and that although the acknowledgment 
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of their indepcDdency was a cuufa fine qua mn^ yet on tbat 
point, and on all fuch points, with which the affairs of Ame- 
rica and this country were entangled, they would d«) ev^ry 
thing to fave the honour of their parent country. In what .1 
now difcloTe I betray no confidenciesj I difcover no man's 
fecrets; I. am authorifed and at liberty for all I fay. The 
overture was made by communication of a letter, with ex* 
planations thereupon. The letter was dated Paris, nth 
September, 1777. It reprefented, that "The French mi- 
niftry Aill kept them [the American commiifioners] by their 
conduft, in a very perplexing ftate of unceruinty; for al- 
though they continued to afford very cioafHlerable afllftaoccy 
yet their caution to avoid a war with England feemed to be 
redoubled. That if thiB An^ericans urged them upon the fub- 

J*ed, they fhrugged up their (boulders, and faid, the Newfound-*' 
and fbips and the Spanish galleons were not yet arjived. The 
Americans faw that the Congrefs would undoubtedly 1>e mu^b 
difgufted at this condud ; and fuggefted in the Jetter, that If 
the Englifh minifters had wifdom enough immediately to ac* 
knowledge the independence of America, there was good rea« 
fon to think that fuch a treaty might be made with her, as 
ivould put Great Britain in a happier and more flouri(]hing 
fituation, than ihe could poi&bly arrive at by purfuing any 
other condu6l; and as to the mere point of honour, Americat 
they faid, confidently, would help them out in that matter* 
This opportunity, however, they feared would be irretriev- 
ably loft in a ihort time ; as it was natural to think that Q&- 
neral Burgoyne's temporary fuccefs would prgbably rekindle 
the frenzy which had begun to abate in England \ the even^ 
therefore, feen in this view, might be confidered as equally 
unfortunate to both countries.** 

Overtures of fuch a nature coming thus to me, an uncoo* 
ne£led individual, who had no communications with mini- 
fters, as fuch) nor any right to fuch communications, what 
was I to do, or not to do? I decided, in the moment, tbat 
the fuppreffion of fuch an important communication would 
have been criminal to my country. And yet. Sir, as I would 
neither commit myfelf to any individual, jlor be fo unjuft 
as to commit any perfon in employment by fuch a coqa- 
munica^on, I did not communicate with the ofinifter; I 
did communicate this matter where I thought it mqft 
proper fo to do ; and by means of which / knew I Jhauld bsnii 
tf» authentic ai^w$r. I faid, that communications had eomc 
to me, by whico I knew pofitively that there wae now, in the 
//dent momentj an opportunity of c>penlng a \;i99iX}i with 

the 
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the Americans; but that an acknowledgment of their inde- 
pendency was a caufa fine qua nou. I explained, however, 
that every method to iave the honour of the mother country, 
vrhich could be devifed or propofed in the points and forms 
cf bufinefs, would be adopted and accepted, fo as to cover 
appearances; and even to aid minifters in the execution. 
Thus far I went in what I communicated ; and faid I was 
ready to go into a full explanation of the whole ; but would 
make thdt only to cabinet council. / had my anfwer^ that 
ibi ground was inadmlJJibU in the firji injlance. And there this 
matter dropped; and this one opportunity (fuch as can never 
happen twice) was loft for ever. 

After this, in the latter end of September or beginning of 
Odober (fo my information fays; but' I will not be pofitive 
as to the precife period) the American commiffioners renewed 
their negotiations with the French miniftry on a new line 
of treaty. They formed and communicated a projed of « 
treaty, confifting of feveral articles, refpeding commerce, 
and the necefiary fupport and protedion of it^ if entered into. 
-Several of thefe articles, I think eight or nine, were accorded 
to [in November] as a kind of ftipulation, or convention.; 
but with conditions annexed, to be reciprocally expeded 
from the Americans. This therefore ftood ad referendum. 
Several copits of fA\i$ projeff in convention were, in the latter 
end of December, by different (hips, fent to America; and 
in this ftate this matter remained before Chriftmas. May 
I be permitted here to refer myfelf jto the Houfe, and to aflj^ 
whether, after 1 had feen the Americans, through extreme 
pique at the condutEl of the French towards them, and in 
>defpair of their own affairs, almoft of the further cxlfiencc 
of their caufe ; coming to England, and wifhing once more to 
•treat: yet when under circumftances by which ihey were re- 
duced to the loweft ebb; when they had loft all hope in their 
•own refources; when they defpaired of any afliftance from 
abroad ; ftill refuting even to have proportions n^ade towards 
the opening a treaty, unlefs on the ground of their ixidepend- 
•enoy ; and when afterward I had kno^vn that they and the 
French' had convened in articles and ftipulations for com- 
merce, which totally fuperfcded. our adl of navigation; 
fWh^her I had not ground for faying what I did before 
Chriftmas, when I Rrft announced to this Houfe, and per^ 
•haps to the country, that our fupremacy' over America was 
gone for over \ and that our navigation a£t was aholijhed alCd 
-ahrogatidf And as to die particular ftate of the negotiationi, 
bad 1 a^t grounds to (ay that .they remained as a convention 

on 
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on a project of a treaty fent to America^ but not iigned^ pre- 
cifely as I ftated it? I wifh the fa£t had been attended to, 
and a£ted upon, at the time. It was perhaps even then not 
too latCi 

Although the French had Continued thus to t^^in on 
the Americans, ana refiifcd to fign anv treaty; yet in the 
moment that the noble Lord [Lord North] brought for- 
ward, in this Houfe^ his idea of reconciliation between 
Great Britain and America; and that the . French Qlw 
it was fuch as might be made the baiis of a reconcili- 
ation; they immediately fent to the American commif- 
lioners, and at once told them, they were ready to make aiid 
fign an a£lual treaty with them, on the ground of the pro- 
je<a which had been propofed. This is the treaty referred to 
in that paper which the French minifter delivered to bis Ma- 
jefty's Secretary of State. This treaty, preceded by fuch 
conduct as the French held towards the Americans, before 
they faw that they had drawn themfelves into the neceffi^ 
of figning it; this treaty, into which the French have been 
precipitated before they really intended ; does not alter my 

' idea of the probability of our having even yet peace with Ame^ 
Ttcay if we will hut take the way that kads to it^ and the only 
one that is open. Nothing but the perverfenefs of oar own 
condud can crofs it. We know that the Americans ar^ 
and muft be independent; and yet we will not treat with 
them as fuch. We acknowledge it in our own ads,.and 
a£t and enad under the influence' of this idea; and yet we 
are not to recognife it in the only place where it can be of 
ufe, and where the crifis of our affairs demands it. So hx 
as the meafure of reconciliation has its bails in the adts which 
are pafFed, the legiflature of this country has actually and 
indeed (however we may cover our fhame in words) given 
up all right of government over the Americans. If govern- 
ment itfelf retains the leafl idea of fovereignty, it has :d- 
ready gone too far for that ; if it entertains the leaft hope 
of peace, I fay it has not gone for enough ; and every ftep 
we (hall take to put the Americans back from independency, 
will convince them the more of the neceifity of going for- 
ward. 

Look into the four great a£ls of their proceedings; flow* 
but- in meafured fteps ; feeling their ground before they 
fet their foot on it ; yet when once fet there fixed for ever. 
Their firtt great z& was their DECLARATION OF 
RIGHTS in 1 774. The rights there declared^ claimed^ and int 

Jifted upon^ »re incompatible with provincial, and inapplicable 

to 
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to any other than a fovereign independent government, 
having all the powers neccflary thereto within itfelfV 

Their next great aft of ftate was the deduftion of their 
reafons for taking up arms in defence of thefe rights, pub- 
lifted in A MANIFESTO to all the world. Can thofe rea- 
fons and allegiance l^and on any ground of agreement ? Can 
they and fuprcmacy ftand anv where on the fame irround? 
• Their next aft was the DECLARATION OF THEIR 
INDEPENDENCY ; not fucdenly taken up as an ebullition . 
of enthuiiafm, or in- the bittefnefs of pa/Son and revenge ; 
but rather as coming on of cojrfe, by a tram of events, linked 
together by a fyftem of politics. This declaration was not 
made till tA^o years after the firfl a<5t, and not until July 
1776; and not even then, until tney were prepared for their 
next great a*t>, their ait of confederation. 

Afrei having renounced their allegiance to the crown of Great 
Briiainl and all political connexion with the nation; each 
province (thus become an independent community ) formed 
and eftablilhed (as an original a^ and compa6t of the people) 
their refpfflive governments; and thefe, thus formed bv a 
mutual and indiflolublc ACT OF CONFEDERATION, 
have eftablilhed a great republican empire; vthich, by princi- 
ples of nature, and not of politics, neceflarily fprung up from 
the ground whereon their affairs ftood. 

If thefe people, when they viewed their caufe abandoned, 
as to all afliftance which they looked to in Europe ; when 
(inking, as to all appearance of what the utmoft exertions of 
their own refources had done; when cloudeJ with dcfpair; 
would not give up the ground of independence, on whirh they 
were determined to ftjnd ; what hopes can there be, and from 
what quarter, that they w iH now, when every event of fate and 
fortune is reverfed to us, and turned in their favour; when 
they feel their own power able to rcfift, to couniera-t, and, 
in one deplorable inftance, fuperior t) and victorious over 
ours; when they fee their cau e taken up in Europe; whn 
they find the nations, amongft which they have taken their 
equal ftation, acknowledging their independency, and con* 
eluding treaties with thsm as- fuch.; when France has a£tual* 
ly and avowedly done it; when it is known that Spain muft 
follow, and that Holland will — what hopes can there be, 
and frooi what quarter, that they wil', all at once, pull down 
-their own new governments, to receive our provincial ones? 
"Tfeat they will diflbivs their confederation? That they will 
dife vow. all their reafons for taking up arms? Aod give up 
• ; VouVIII. L all 
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.^Ifhqk rights whicb they have declared, claimed^ and infifted 
upon, in order to receive futh others at our hands, as fupre« 
m^cy on one hand will, and dependency on the other, can 
|idmit theqi to? It is nonfenfe, not even to be liftened to ! 

. And as to that filly ftory of iheir having been vi illing to re- 
mind their vote of independency, it has not even ground to 
ftt its jfbot upon. If they give up their independency, they 
0mfi rgfcindibiir whoie fyjiem^ contained in the four great afis 
of ftate. That there was a period, in laft autunFUi, when they 
Jelit>erated whether they fliould wave the ground of inde- 
pendency, in order to get on the ground of treary, is true^ 
but the prqpofition itfelf wc^nt no farther than th^t | nor was 
that propofition adopted. 

Although I am certain, sind I think every one muft fee^ 
that we mair never conclude any peace, or come to any fet- 
dement with the Americans, but by treaty v^ith then^i us inde« 
pendent fiates ; yet I ^t;} not think that Parliament (hould im- 
mediately declare them independent. Wb^t I mean and wiih 
to urge is, that Parliament (hould extend the powers of the 
commiiHouers, to the enabling them to treat, confult, and/ivAi^ 
ly to qgree^ and acknowledge the Americans as independent; 
#» condition^ and in the moment, that they will, as fuch^y^rin a 

. foederal treaty^ offenfive and defenftve and comnnrcial^ v^Ub us* 
If the commiffioners are not fo erppovifered, they bad better 

^ never go ; their going will be a mockery, and end in dif- 
grace. I fay not thefe things to embarrafs the buiinefs of 
the commi^on ; on the contrary, I wifh to give efficiency 
thereto, and to make plain the way of the commiifioners. 
I hope nobody in the Iloufe will think I am adiog this part, 
as though I was to be one of them. I moft certainly ihall 

. not be one of them \ yet I wi(b the bufinefs to have a good 
.iffue. §uch we inay have ; we may have peace with America, 
if we v^ill but once quit the ground of theory, and tiike that 

^ which lies open before us in fa<3. 

Although the French, in order to take advantage. of that 
time which we have loft, h;ive, on a fuddcn ftart, figned a 

' . treaty wifh the American commiflioners at Paris ; it is not 
however yet ratified by .the Cpngrefs in America. And if 
we do not^lofe more time, we may yet be in America with 
our prppofitions before it. is xatiricd. If we do get there in 
time, and our propofitioos are (uch as. I have fuggtfled, 
fuch as come up to the point which the prefent criiis.de- 
roands,. I h^ve every confidence,, that we fbali.find.ija |hc 
Aiziei;i<;4nC ^ fft^ference and a predilofiion in lavcMtr. of .jfarir 

/. ^ X .. ; :. / old 
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old connexions, Befide this, if every other part of tbfe 
ground be taken equal, it will be more their inteVeft to fordi 
commercial connexions with us, than with the French; «t 
lead-, to have (at the fame time} fuch with us as they ha 9^ 
Vfith the French. In all the maricime towns of America!, 
commerce is diffufcd at large ; almoft every man that keeps' k 
ftore is a merchant; but of thefe, not five, I believe icarcis 
one, in a hundred, underftands one word of the French lan- 
•guage. How are thcfe then to carry on this French com* 
^ merce ? It tnuft fall into the hands of the few who accident 
•tally underftand this language. The underftanding French, 
not the having a capital ; the having had French, not the 
having had commercial connexions, muft become the requi« 
4itc qualification of a merchant. The many (if this matter 
comes to be coniidered in any of thefe towns) wiil fay tb 
the few : All this is mighty well fur you, gentlemen ; bilt 
it will not do for us ; we can have no hing to fay to proi» 
pofitions which mud be impracticable to us. 1 nis, I fay, 
will be the cafe, if we admit their independency; but if wfe 
io not, the great intereft of the (tates w II not give way to 
*ht private advantages of this or that fee of merchants ; and 
every other confideration will vanifli before their zeal for in- 
dependency^ which chey have fought their way up to, and will 
maintain. 

Although I may appear perhaps to fort. e to have made* 
-long digreflion ; yet I hope I have brought it to the poiift 
-under confideration, and have ihewn, that if we will tak^ 
lOur meafures according to the a6^ual circumftances of our 
fituation, which, I fay, are not altered by the invidious con« 
-dud of the French, we ftill may have peace with Ameriar. 
The coftduS of the French is a ftill ftronger and additional 
reafon why we ought to adopt this fyftem : and every thing 
-which has relation to our fafety, honour, and even perhapt 
exiftence, requires that it (hould be adopted on the inftant^ 
^irbfily, without loGng one moment, or hazarding the caft df 
oire (ingle event ; a hazard which is not withm the rules of 
infurance to calculate. 

If you do not adopt this idea of a foederal treaty with ah 
independent nation, let us fee Jhow the treaty wrll com- 
mlence. The Americans will, before they begin any conr- 
▼erfation towards treaty, demand, ift, That the commift* 
fioners withdraw the troops. 2d, That they open the treaty 
a^ taking an equal Ration with the Americans, as one fove^ 
Teigii iUte with another. 3dj That they, engage to reim^ 
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burfe them the expeiice which we have put them to ; and to 
fccure to them dedomagement for the loffes which they have 
(ufFered, They know that we are not in circumftances to 
make either this reirpburfement or dedomagement by ac- 
tual payment of money; they will ^therefore propofe that 
the commiffioners engage to give up to them Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and the Newfoundland fifhery^ in lieu 
thereof; and this they will infift upon* ^ This I know^ and 
this 1 afHrm. Now what anfiver can any of the commif- 
fioners devifc to give to thefe demands? If they treat with 
the Americans as with revolted fubjed^s whom they wi(h to 
reclaim, and wbofe peace they muft purchafe at any rate, 
they muft either rifque all peace in the very thrcfhold, or 
agree to thefe ceflion^. On the contrary, the ackno .pledging 
the Americans as . independent ftates debarrafTes th-is hufinefe 
of all fuch difficulties ; for what claim of any fuch fort can 
any independent ftate with whom you are at war ever have? 
Had any nation ever fuch ? And did any ever make fuch ? 
It is not only become neceiTary to our fituation, and the ftate 
of things, that we ftiould acknowledge in politics what does 
adually exift in event; but, rehus fie ftantihus^ it is be- 
come the wifeft and moft politic meafure that Great Britain^ 
refpedling herfelf, can now take. Her aft of navigation,. 
which I muft always diftinguifli from the aSs of trade, 
which is an ail: to encourage Britifli feamen and ftitpping, 
will then give to Biitifli feamen and ftiipping thofe prefcrr 
ences and advantages which the American feamen and {hip- 
ping have now the fole profit of; and flie will not lofcj in 
the profits of her own trade, more than ftie now incurs «x- 
pence in proteding that of America. If this was the pro- 
per time for fuch difcuflion, I could fliew this to demonftra- 
lion throughout the whole fyttem. If I could entertain an 
jtiea that any man in this Houfe hoped to regain the depen-^ 
dentry of America, I would (hew what that dependency 
■•would be. It is enough now to. fay that it would be a delufive 
-s^nd a ruinous one to trie intereft of this country; apd that the 
fupremacy would become dangerous tq the conftitution of it. 
It 1$ enough, perhaps too much, to have faid and ftated what I 
have' done. I only throw it out ^o try the fenfe of tfee 
Jlpufe. If they fliould fo fee their intereft, as to think this 
ilie-dfure a proper one, I fliould be ready to explain the whole, 
i»nd .to move it ; nay, I am even ready now. I have a mo- 
iion to that purpofe in my pocket: but it is too much to 
be lifqued haftily. The only ufc* therefore that.l wiih. to 
^. ^* " * make 
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jnake of the do6lrinc I have held is, to convipce the Houfei 
that the power and intereft of this country is yet on fafe 
and good ground, if we have the wifdom to take it; if we 
do not, it matters little what change we make of our mini- 
{iersy or what commiffions or coiiimilli )ners we fend to Ane- 
rica. If we do adopt it, the meature will txecute ftfelf ; 
and it Cgmfies very little what mirifters we keep, or whether 
there beany at all. Scnne gentlemen, I fee, laugh. 1 re- 
member the time, and a very critical one too, in the laft war, 
in zSt\ul tim^' of war, when for feveral days there was ho 
minifter in this country. When, in the year 1756, I came 
over from America, with the plan and propofal of changing 
the objeft of the war, by making a direct attack on Canada, 
commenced by the liege of Q^icbec, I was in town for fe- 
veral days, without any body. being able to tell me to whom 
I wias to a«idrefs myfelf. M-^. Fox was juft then gone out, 
arid no fucceflor was as yet iixed upun. At laft I had the 
pleafure to find that Mr. Pitt became the minifter: and 
from that happy moment comnienced the aera of all the fu< - 
cefles and glories of the laft war. Now, here, if an indivi- 
dual may be permitted to exprefs his private wiih; and I 
think one may; at leaft, I will venture to hazard it; I 
(h()uld wi(h that the prcfent minifters would advife his Ma-* 
jefty to take that fame great man, now Lord Chatham, tp 
his councils, and to their aid; and that they would, as the 
miniftry of the former reign did, lend him their majority. 
In the moneni in which it was known that he had a lead in 
the councils, and the direcii >n ot the forces of this country, 
in that moment we {h(?uld have peace in America, and 
ibould lower the haughty c:eft of France. 

Thus mi4ch as to the ftate <^f our negotiations with Ame- 
r'-a Jn my opinion, the ftate of he French negotiation' 
4oe- not make any^ alteration in them. We never could 
have obtained peace wirh<»ut. acknowledging the American 
independency J ^e never qould have obtained any cxclufive 
terms of commerce. 'I'he French treaty is not exdufive; 
and the ground is now optn to us, if we are not too proud ta 
tread upon it. If we lofe no more time, we may now have 
juft as good terms as we could before have had. And whe- 
ther we do it at firft or laft, with a good grace or grudgingly 
and of neceffity, the event will be the fame ; we muft finally 
acknowledge the independency of the free ftates. On the 
other hand, there is rather an advantage to be derived from 
this French notice ; it may oblige minifters to think on the 

L 3 meafures. 
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meafureSy and mayjuftify them in ad^ffing. Tucb^ A^^M^IVr: 
it might have been wifdom, prudence, and good policy, tQi 
hayc taken up,^of their own motion, this meafi^te.; yet, per*! 
biips they would noc have been fo wdl j^ftlned in i^as they. 
V/iW now he* ' * 

As to the apprehendons and fears, almoft. to the.dc^f|^air jnjj , 
of our fafety, which my honourable fri< nd has expijcflredf j|; 
I.ownldonot feelthefe fears; apd, with the.leave of. th^^5 
Houfe, I will tell him the reafpn, I l^all fay nothing ^o tli^: 
Hate of our force or defence in Eurpp^* ; I wilirpe.ik ontly 
to that part wh ch it was once my biiftnefs to underftand^ 
The (hare I had laft war in the plans, a3 well as cAqcntioa ; 
of the mejfur^s in America, ^jve^ me fome- right tofppafe. 
with confidence; and I^fhill fpeak out withi'Ut. refer V€« , 
Thofc wh:) nsver knew, or thofe who have forgotten jmy.- 
feryices, may fee all i hat 1 fay^ and perhaps moie, ju\U^<id^^ 
by referring to the Secretary of. State's office, Of (Ue Bjqiar4:^ 
Of Trade, 

Having loft thofe provinces which experience hath fhiewin 
we could neither govern, nor fubdue, nor confeqyen.tly m.aintaii^ j 
oprfelves in by the fyjhm we ha4 adopted ; 1 think, indeed of- 
bjing weaker, we may become the ;ftronger by the event, , If WA: 
t^kc fuch part of the troops as wehavenQ\y in America^ and (at., 
place them in Canada and Nov^a Scotia as to put thofe provin- 
ces out of ihfult, at lea ft, out of danger, we may certainly, (e^ 
cure that point; and there can be no excufe if we dp npti 
dp it. VVe (haji be able to maintain ourfelves in thofe parts 
ojr. the dominion which we do poflefs, and can govern. ThQ, 
r^ft of the troops there, which arc now employed to no efFeftj . 
and to no end, may be fo much additional efreilive ftr^ngth^^. 
which maybe employed either ofFenfively in the Weft^I.n- 
d^s, or brought home for our defence h^re. The . having - 
19ft the provinces on the continent, will become a more u^-^^ 
gent motive to keep good guard over ibofe of the ifles« 
The minifters novv.will have it in their power to fend a pro^ 
p^r defencp to the Weftlndies; and they vv ill become thfi. 
Uf'^T by our loffes in other p^rts. 

The great flee^;, which feenns at pr^fent totally uf^l^!^: 
apd unemployed, may be fo difppfed, that part of it m^y t 
^e ftationed to cover and defend the fea-linQ of o.ur prPr . 
yinces, Nova Scotia, and Canada, and the 6iheiie$ ; another : 
top may be fent to flrengthen our fquadrons in the Weft* 
Indies ; while a third part fbould be formed , in a fquadron^ 
coofifling of frigates^ flpops.of war» ani^ apm^d yc^^ls, ar^d.; 

ftationc^ 
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flationed about the Bahamas, fo as to cbmmamt ani protetS^ 
the dibwiehie of our Weft-India navigation;, with orders: 
tb join ehher the North- American or Weft^ India fquadrDir^t 
as the cafe may .require, I fay, Sir, taking jtp and cofn! 
chiding our American negotiations wifely ; Mowing faSs tdr 
be fads ; and concluding a peace with the Annericans as in*. 
dependent ftates ^ and tncn difpofing of our flfttt and ar^ 
rides in America in fome fuch arrangement as I have men«^ 
tioned; we (hall not only be out of all fear of the French)' 
but we ihair begin to find that we have a more colleiSbd^^ 
(Ironger, and ef^dtive fore, than ever we could have had i 
under our /ormer circumftances, znii under our former Jjftenk^ 
ef adndmftering them» 

' In this confidence, therefore, pafCng by all idea of who- 
alte, or who ihonld b<f, our minifters, which I am tbtaUv' 
9%^\fi^ mixing in this day's bufinefs; I am for the addreft": 
propiifedy 119 ipvery fenfe and feeling- of the re&ntment \t» 

: Mr. Conol'j faid, he got up to ftate the dangerous and de« 
fehcelefs 'ftate of Ireland ; and called upon, the Houfe to give; 
their attention to that injured but yet faithful ooundry*- 
Tha( wlpen he fpoloe of the fidelity, and loyalty of that coun* 
tryv and of its attachment to Great Britain, he muft coxv« 
iine hinifelf chiefly to the Proteftants there ; bvt that thefo* 
Proteflants, without aififtance from hence, were fo far frooi' 
being able to give aid to this country, that perhaps they were! 
not able to defend themselves. 1 hac upon a late very exa& 
numeration of ttie people in Ireland there were found to be: 
:2r, 1 20,231; of which the Proteftants were 677^804. Thar- 
thefe Proteftants ivere chiefly in the northern parts of Ireland, 
That in the fouthern provinces, (hould the French land any- 
farce that looked lii^e being ferious, or could be depended^ 
upon, there were at leaft 150,000 ready to join them. 

Mr. Meliijh. I muft declare myfeif under an anxiety I 
never before have felt; ignorant pf oitr real iituation, igno«- 
rant of minifterial information, but determined to give my- 
opinion on his Majefly's mefiage according to the informai** 
tion before me. I little expeded to have feen the time: 
when this Houfe would have tamely fubmitted to the info^' 
lence of the Houfe of Bourbon. Sir, this is a declarations 
of war, intended as fuch, and ought to be arifwered by u9t 
in the fame ftile. The addrefs moved by the noble Lord; 
appears to me to be framed in the office of a fecretary of* 
ftate, and not in that of ths minifter. It fcems calculated^ 

L4 for 
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fbr negotiation, ''where France irttended ncv*- negotiation; 
and, confcqoenrly, where we (bould give a formal defiance: 
to this inftjir. He then he argued much on the uteakneCs of 
France; -faid, that we could borrow the principal (utn where' 
they could get only the intereft: in (hort, tiiac we could* 
raife fix millions, where all the accuracy even of French 
financiering cou'd fcarce get 330 ooo from the piople. That 
.the nobility and gentry not iu the army were aeainft- 
tbe warj the people detcfted it; and none but* the army 
Mnflied it. That their army, though great and refpedlable^ 
had iheir enemies; perhaps Bavaria alone mi«tht cCmploy 
them. That their navy made more figure on paper thati at 
fea; and he did not doubt we fhould give as good' an ac^ 
count of them as we had formerly done That as to Ame- 
rica, he remembered what a learned gentleman hid obfervcd 
fome years ago, chat there never wa^^ a revolution in w hich 
one-rfiith of the people were engaged; that the American, 
army might have filenced the opinions of the more quie( 
men; but it was by no means a proof that we had na frienda 
in • America ; and that he 'd:d not doubt, when the . bills 
giving up taxation, and repealing the chartcrt-bill, and the 
tea-duty^ reached them, we fhould ha\e mort,- and flill 
more when the inhabitants found their governors were 
giving them, up ta France. That he never called Ame-i 
ricans cowards ;- nor did he ever think them fo; neither did 
he think them fo braye as to wiih to encounter unneceflary 
difficulties* That all men were equally brave, in proportion 
to their military education; that therefore Americans had 
one advantage, as a militia, over mod nations, that they 
were inftrudtcd from children in the u e of the firelock. So 
hr he would a-llow them brave, but no further. Ihat he 
tfufted their fenfe would fbew them the advantage of an ac- 
commodation with us. That though thefe were his fenti- 
roents he heard with attention land ref|)e6l the fentiments of 
others;. and therefore when he heard fome gentlemen pro-* 
pofe the independency of the colonies, though he differed to- 
tally, he flill did not fay it ought not to be a fuhje<Sl of 
argument in the Houfe. But tnar the Houfe of Bourboi^ 
/hould dare to talk to this nation of the independency of oUr, 
colonies, was what a Britifh Huufe of Commons would not 
formerly have borne. He was therefore difTatisfied with the 
motion of the noble Lord, as negotiating, not anfwerlng the 
jnfult. That, without entering ijsto the queilion, how far 
miniftcrs were or were not capable? be thought it always a 

dangerous 
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dangerous experiment tp change a miniftry on the beginning 
of a wa". It was not fo fatal ' as a minority on the death of a 
kin^ ; but not much lefs fatal. 

. Mr Mdlilh went on. As to the meafures to be purfued, I 
do not preteud to advife 5 but I wili venture my opinion jthat^ 
for our home defence^ the militia (hould be called out, both 
here and in Ireland. That it (hould bo confidercd whether 
the army in America could make any decifive ftrbke; if not^ 
I think it (hruld be drawn ofF; not for the defence of a 
Nt^wfoundLnd fifliery. Nova Scotia, or our Weft^-InJia 
iflands; but for the attack and ftorfti of the French iflands; 
to teach the. info Jence of France what muft ever be the con-* 
fequerxe if they dared to afFiont either ibe Britilh flag or the 
Bridftj arms. 

'Mr. Pitt mentioned and lamented the baneful ii.fluence 
which had for a long time pervaded, and ftill continued to 
prevail over the counci s of this great country. 

'Mr yenklnfon. However fate may have difpofed the events 
pf this war, it is on the ground, and in the prifxiples by 
which it became neceflaryj ^i^ ivar. There never was, on 
the moft popular plan of government, a doubt, but that every 
part of the iUteihould bear its (bare of the burthen of the 
ftate as it ihared in the proteSion. Although the Americans 
did not deny ths, yet, when they infified that they ought not 
to pa/ any taxes towards the fupport of go ernment bat. What" 
tjicy paid in they profiis which we derived from the monopoly 
of their commerce, they did ahfolutely refufe to pay in the 
way of tax or contriburion ; wnen this ground failed them, 
and they took the ufe of reafoiiing that this government had 
no right to tax them for thcfe purpofe*, and put their re-r' 
fiftance on ground that difputed and denied the foveretgnty 
of the crown, and the fupremacy of the whole government,, 
and fet themfelveS in array to oppofe thpfe legal methods by 
which government had a right to erifcrce its authority and 
Jaws ; tden they went into a dire£l rehelliorr, and this war, 
on the part cf this country, was a juji war. When the coun- 
try whic h felt iifelf ahnoft finking under the burthen of taxes 
which lay upon it, found thofe Americans (in bringing up 
of whgm, and in the protef^ion of whom, they had in two 
fucceffive wars incurred fuch enormous expences, as our taxes, 
heavy as they were, would fcarcely p?y the intereft of) would 
not only not pay any thine in aid, but moft ungratefully de- 
nied that we bad done any thing on their account, or that 
they had any obligation to us for wnat we had done : that 
|l^ey now difdained OMf protedlicn, and cycn rcf^fed to give 
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quarter or (halter to the troops that the King: fent there for', 
their protection, and the maintenance of his dominions ; that 
they refufed all intercourfe with us ; prohibited ouf commerce^. 
2jid finallyplundercd our merchants adinfi; under our laws^ and 
not contr^ary to any which they pretended to have. 

Theix the apprehfenfion of the merchant was firft alarmed-;! 
then the mantifadurer was at laft, though flow! y, provoked. 
The country would no longer fit tamely to bear the infult it 
all degreed of people arofe in one unanimous refentment, andl 
tjje war became a p9pular war \ and therefore^ Sir^ I fay thifrt 
war with America was a jufti^ and has been a- popular war ^ 
Why it hab not been a fuccefsful one» I will not now take* 
upon- me to, fay. 

The want of fuccef?, and the length of its continuance^, 
hjave at'laft brought upon us the irifults and meditated attacks of 
qi^r enemief, the French, who are becotno their ajlics. And/ 
it feems as if it was the duty of: a good man, who loves his; 
country^ to' pkint our affairs (become thus indeed ^i*plexed) 
93 'though they were defperattf ^ . and that we had not even t)^ 
means of defence Jeft to refift any attack which the enemjnr 
might make upon us here at our own doors... The force thati 
we have in Britain. has been reprefented a$: nothingi Now^i 
Sir, I may venture t0 2lffirm,.on certain awthortty, tha*, ex^t 
olufiue of officers and fcrjcants, we have now in' Britaih) 
feventeen thouiand three hundred efFedliVe men, rank andi 
fte. As to the ftate of our funds, the fall is not fo great ast 
the means ufed by our enemies abroad, and our interefted ene^i> 
mies at home, to. fink them, ought to have made them. The* 
time was critical a/id perilous* There was a call in more^ 
countries than ours for money on loan: greater calls were fttll 
fig(pe<^ted : the very paper on your table would not have been 
p/e(ented at this very moment, had it not been the moment 
iu which the french politicians and their advifers thought it 
would moft.^ffedt the prefent loan. Inftead of that tSt&, (by; 
its not havin^.afFeded it fo much as they, and ihofe who knew 
more of the matter than they, expe6led) it has (hewn the re- 
lative firength of our credit. The loan has even rofc to-day^ 
and I underftand the firft payment will be made. 

But, Sir, credit-, which is nothing but opinion, muft, from^ 
its nature, be eftimated as relative, having no abfolute bafis^ 
but truft. The queftion is not, whether I fhall triift ornot,. 
but whom I had beft truft. In this view of it, which is thet* 
real one, all the monied world had rather truft Great Britaiii 
than any other power wbatfoever. While interefted and partyr 
people decry our credit, look at that of France. Tbft 
' French 
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French could not borrow above |.^ooo,ooo/. ao^tbarl^ii-i^r 
now. twenty per feni, under par. . . 

France, even in time of peace, has not been able to gooB) 
upon her peace eftablifliment ; and yet, under tbefe ciicuoa^r 
Ranees,, {he has. a marine to raife and form. • • 

In iiiort, Sir» to fpeak out, it is not our credit alone, iti 
is not the French credit, fo much more than ours, that is- (ink- 
ing. This phantom of credit, whofe whole foundation is truft^ 
and opini n, and which, by a mutual, concurrence of that, 
opinion and triif^, has created funds, and.becoipe:as monejr- 
to the great trading maritime powers of Europe for fp long »« 
time, has now at laft almnft fpent itfelf in its operation^ and- 
the great pc'litipians.of the world begin to look only^tQreali 
force, fuppled with real money; while the efficiency ^f tbfi 
great maritime powers who have madet their exertions on cr#i^ 
dit is every where ^% the higheil pitdi to which it can go, and: 
will every ^ay decline. 

The great military powers in the Interior parts of Europe, 
vyho have amaiTtd togeftrter great treafureSi and have modelledi 
their fubje6i;« into great armies, will in the next and fucceedingt 
{>^riod of time becom^ the predominant powers^ 

France and Great Britain, which have been tlie: 6f ft'aiid/ 
fecondrrate powers of the European w^rhi, wiU pecbups fox the 
futqre be but of the third and fourth rare. 

But it is not. in the finking of credit only thatFraace is^difiri 
tre^rd: the fpirit of free inquiry, and the eiFe(Els of. apex's; 
tended commerce, have introduced a fpirit amongft the FienKth" 
people that is wholly incompatible with their goveimmei^*- 
Contrary to all precedent, contrary to all ideas of thatl ga«r 
veinn:)6nt, a reafjning has propagated^ and even entered. incof 
f^me of the lines ot buiinefs, that the vingtierm hdadonm- 
gfntmH^ and that eyery individual has a right to judge of itv 

Befid^s this, one bad efFeft of the zeal with which they af- 
feoti^d to take up the American caiiie, and. which they now learn 
in earned to haye an aSe<5)ion for, has tainted their principles» 
\vith the fpirit oKf republicaniim. 

Thefe principles of liberty _al. ways dim ini ill the force oft 
gQvprnmei]t \ anc} if they take root and . grow up in France, 
\^e fbjll fef that government as diftrafteJ and unRcded as any 
other. I do not therefore think we have mi'ch to fear front- 
France. WjB may reppfe ourfelyes on the fuperior credit and- 
a^ual (Iren^th of oi^r pwn government, and ou^ht not t<i« 
fuiFer any infult to go unrefented. 

General C?»tt/i7y beg-yi, by expreffing the refontmeut bc/ 
felt, as a Britpn, at the treatment we had received from 
France> by ttiat papery f^ld was forry to tee t^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 



rs* P A R L I A ME N T A R Y A. tf]%, 

humiliation this coikitry muft be in, that any nation had dared 
to cionceive the idea of delivring fuch an infult j an idea 
of 'the dan^.cr that had been cxpreffed we Were in from aa 
invafionj and ddfencclefs ftate to repel any fuch. On that 
ground, he faid, he did not adopt the fears people had ex- 
prefled, nor did he fje the cafe fo dangerous as pe(»ple had re* 
priefented. He owned that In eland was in a defcncelefs ftate i 
but that he thought impoffible for roiniders to fee, and Hot 
take immediate care to provide a remedy. As to Englana!^- 
he had not the- fame apprehenfions ; foi* that we had, in-^" 
eluding ihfe militia, thirty-three thoufand troops with which 
Tve could take the field. Befides which, he hoped, and did 
not doubt, but that, v^'hen- our country was invaded, our 
rights and liberties -attac'kedj e\'ery individual in the country 
would {hew the fafne fpirit that the Americans had done*: 
and he thought that ^ pretty ftrcyig <*xample, and proof in 
fad, how imprafticable a thing it was toinvadea free country 
u^iilc tfie fpirit of liberty remained in it> which he hoped wa^ 
not- yet dead in this country* But though this was his idea 
rfifpediiRg Great' Britain, and an invafion of it, he did not fee 
that we were in any fituation to carry on fuch a war as that 
we' were now threatened with. 

• That what troops we had were moflly loft in a fervice 
where they could do no good; nor did he fee how it was 
poffibie to recruit them to their proper eftabli&ment, much 
lefs to reinforce them fo fat as muft now become neceffary. 
That we had no allies to add to our own forces; and in this 
fituation the force of the whole Hoj.'fe of Bourbon was now 
united to the power of America. When we look back to 
the advantages which we derived from that force laft war^- 
Was there a man upon earth who could think it poilible, now - 
that force was againft us, that we could ever (hew our face, 
or appear upon the feas ? l^hat our trade muft be totally un- 
done. That, in fliort, there remained nothing for us but to 
try to regain the American5, There -was no other meafure 
we could pofflbly take but to immediately adopt the propofal 
thrown out by the honourable gentleman at his left hand 
[Governor Pownall]. 

That he had proved to demonftration that there was no 
other method of having peace with America but acknov^ledgi- 
ins; them to be what they really were, and what they were de- 
termined to remain, Independent State^, and making a treaty - 
and alliance with them as fuch. l^hat peace with Americ4* 
was abfolutcly nectflaryi and chat every other idta of peace 

was* 
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was only deceiving ourfclvc5, and expofing the public to ft 
hazard that muft end in difappc intment, if not ruin, to this 
country. That he thought he faw in the Houfe a fvcrct 
convidtion of the truth and neceHity of this propofition, 
which he hoped their good fcnfe would ripen into fome zii on 
the prcfent occafion ; for if it did not, the opportunity to he 
derived of any good from it would be loii;. and wc (bnuld b* 
at laft obliged to come into that from neccifitv, ^hich we 
might now rr.ake fome merit of. That he always though^ as 
things were fufflred to go on, that this would be the ground 
on which we muft make peace at laft j and that he had rc» 
ceived great comfort from the proofs that the honourable 
gentleman had given that that ground was ftill open to us,— 
And indeed, as a furih'.^ proof, that genrlcman had com- 
municated to him, fince he (poke, a matter that did abrolutely 
confirm it; which was, that he lad feen a letter of Doctor 
Franklin's, (hewn to him by the perfon ro whom it was wri:* 
ten, fince the %ning the treaty between Frar^ce and America ; 
wherein he faid, that if Gre«u Britain would g"ve up the idea 
of fupremacy, and treat with the Americans as Independent 
Spates, (he might )^t have peace with America. If that peace 
was nece(rjry, as every body muft fee it wa«5, what had we to 
do, but immediately to take up the idea that had been fo fairljr 
and manly thrown out ? 

Lord North repeated his opinion relative to a refignation of 
his employments ; and as the intcreft of the empire, no lefs 
than his own pride, required his continuance in office, he was 
determined not to quit the helm while the (hip of the ftatc 
was to(red about in a ftorm, until he (hould have brought her 
fafe intaport. He could not fee any great foundation for the 
prefent alarms of the public : if the fto: ks were now low, it 
was merely the effedt of a fudden panic, the general con- 
comitant of a dread of war. Since he had come inio the 
Houfe, he had received intelligence that the iirft payment ©f 
the fubfcriptions to the new loans had been made: thefeerai* 
ing backwaidnefs to fill the loan was to be attiibuted to the 
largenefs <jf the national debt, rather than to the approach of a 
war Great Britain had alwav> been fo puncSlu^l in the pay- 
ment of intereft, that (he never c^n want mon«-y. The dread 
of an invafion was a mere bu*j:bear ; and though fuch a thing 
ihould take place, the nation had very little reafon to be 
apprehenfive for the conf^quepccF. Our navy never W^S'^t 
ibt commencement of. a war, in fiich a flourilhing condition 
fts ic is at prefent; the xievv levi^ were alnloft coaipleted^ 

and 
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ikni, WOuM, together with old troops at home, forth a body of 
3O5OOO men for the defence of the kingdom. That the public 
jsiight be the more at eafe with regard to an invafion^ bis 
Majefty had refclved to have recourfe to that conAitutionat 
inoafure fo often recommended by gentlemen on the otheir fide 
-tf the Houfe^ and which, he hoped, would be fuiBc.ent t& 
£leiice all our fears, and fet our miiids at reft : the obje£fc the 
Sling had in view was to call out and embody the militra^ 
ivhich) he flattered himfeif, would be able^ in conjunction whk 
the regulars, fo to guard the coafts^ as to make an invafion «i 
matter of too much difficulty to be attempted by our e:iemies«# 
The infult oftcred by France to this nation was of the moft 
dUgraceful nature; his Mjjefty, in refentment, had recalled 
Lord Srormont, his ambailador at Verfailles ; and as he knei^ 
that the honour of the nation was dear to every gentleman in 
the Houfe, (o he trufted that there was not a man in it whv 
vroM not rifque his life and fortune to wipe ofFthe ftain that 
it had received ; and that confequently no one would refufe t9 
agree to an addrefs, which was to au'ure the King, that be 
fhould find in his faithful Commons every fupport necefialrf 
to maintain the honour of his people, and the dignity of hifr 
crown. 

Colonel Barr€ faid, if Lord North had been a penfionfer of 
France, he could not have afled more in the French intereft 
than he had done. And here he recapitulaced the feveral a£l» 
brought in by his Lordlfaip againft the Americans. Kzdk 
fninifter, he faid, had been guilty in his different department^ 
but the noble Lord had been guilty in all. 

Governor Jahn/iofie obferved, that he always had been, and 
ftili was, againft the independence of America, He a}waj% 
fiiw it in the light of imaginations and vifions, which geiitle*- 
«ien here were pleafed to amufe themfelves with. It was not 
the idea of America herfelf. He faid he was extremely forrjr 
to fee the tdea adopted here by gentlemen with whom he hatt 
a£ted ; that if be found he had been ading with gentlenMhl 
who were ready to give up the fupremacy of this ceuntrjr 
over America, and to acknowledge the independency of 
America, he vrould fooncr crofs the floor, and join tfaofe 
minifters, whofe meafures, in beginning and coilduxfttnc 
.thb war, he had always difapproved, than continue to aoi 
ivith thofe gentlemen who were entaiiing ruin uj^oli thte 
coMntty. 

. MnDundas [Lofrd Advocate] &id,'}f there was no otbtt 
help fpivk^ wad ootbtng elfe eould be 4on0i bo ihould r^tbusr 

wUh 
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. :Wifli for the propofition thrown out by the honourable gentle- 
man [Goveri.or Fownal'.] of forming a foederal union, than 
lofmg . America totfiliy, or letting her fall into the hands of 
. France, He did not chufe to part with Anr:erica as an enemy, 
Sut.as that time, he thought^ was not yet come, every mea- 
sure (hould be tried firft ; and if ic was unavoiviable, we could 
but acquiefce in what we could not prevent. 

Sir George Yonge faid, Very well ! you mean to come to that 
atlaft ; and you now let us fee you mean it. 

Mr, Aubrey faid, that fince. the rioble Lord in the blue 
ribband had fo ftronglv exprefTed his defire of retiring> which, 
it feemed, the dread alone of his fuccelTjr's caufing coiifufioa 
in the ftate prevented him from, he begged leave to remind 
his Lordftiip, that there was one great fiatefnin, at leaft, who 
had neither forctd the cabinet, nor ever fcrambled for a place 
(according to the learned gentleman's [the Lord Advocate's] 
expreflions) but who had once already conducted our public 
affairs wi'h the perfect unanimity of the two Houfes of Par- 
liament, as well as with that of the nation at large. That he 
did not now mean to arraign the conduct of the nobie Lord 
[Lord North], who muft, however, allow him to fay that his 
. admiiiiftrat'on had been at leaft unfortunate. That he and 
. his friends had had the management of the American war for 
three years; which had produced nothing but aieries of dif* 
. uppointments and difafters ; plainly (hewing them not to be a 
natch for America alone. How then would they refift the 
power of France, added to that of America? That war, 
under thofe circumftances, would l)e a ftate of defpair. Thaty 
therefore, at fo alarming and critical a moment as the prefcnt, 
he could not help inoploring the interpofition of the noble 
: £arl he had alluded to; though he was far from coniidering 
him as the only fupport this country had left; becaufe he 
knew there were yet thofe men in. it, who, by their known 
abilities, integrity, and principles of liberty, both deferved and 
poflieffed the good opinion and confidence of the public. — 
That the noble Earl, however, was not only looked up to by 
this country, but was fo feared, as well as refpccSed,* by every 
. foreign court in Europe, that his ytry name alone, were he 
in power, would more contribute to ^ut a ftop to the hoftile 
. deiigns of thewhole. Houfe of fiourbon, than all the mighty 
preparations we had larely heard fo much boafted of; or any, 
* that, JJ^eiftarod,, the prefent. condition of this country was able 
ittp.make. , That to-jcxpatiate: upon ihat great charaAcr- would 
!> jbe..DcLcd[lfi£s and fiaperfiuoua ; £ar,j in bis opinion, the uxunimify 
- *. . we 
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we enjoyed at home, as well as the glory we obtained abroad, 
tinder that noble Earl's admrniftration, was hts beft. .That, 
as all parties agreed that he had once faved the nation from 
the diigracc and the ruin of an unfucccfsful war, it furely was 
as reafonable for us to place our confideriee in him> in thefe 
times of difficulty and danger, as to withhold it from thofe 
who had brought us into them. 

Lord On^ley thought it Was improper to fey about minifters 
in the addrefs. 

The Houfe divided upon the amendment j for it 113, 

• againft it 26^. 

March 18. 
Addrefs prcfcnted. 

The humble AMrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the ICing^ 
Mpft gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjedJs, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, return 
our humble thanks to your Majefty, for the communication 
of the paper prefented to the Lord Vifcount Weyrr»ou:h, by 
order of the French King ; and for acquainting us, that, in 
confcquence of this ofFenfive declaration, your Majefty has 

• thought proper to order your ambaflkdor to withdraw from 
the court of France : and we beg leave to affure your Ma- 
jefty, that it is with the utmoft difficulty we can retrain the 
ftrongeft expreflions of the refenrment and indignation which 
we feel for this unjuft and unprovoked aggrefTion on the ho- 
nour of your Majefty's cro\?v'n, and the elTential intercfts of 
your kingdoms, contrary to the law oi nations, and injurious 
to the rights and poffeffions of tvtry fovereign power ii> 
Europe. 

The good faith and uprightnefs of your Majefty's condoA 
towards foreign powers, and the fmcerity of your intentions 
to preferve the general tranquillity, m'uft be acknowledged; by 
all the world; and your Majefty cannot be conftdered as 
refponfible for the difturbance of this tranquillity, if you (hotdd 
find yourfelf called upon to refifl: the enterprizes of that reft- 
lefs and dangerous fpirit of ambition and aggrandifemetity 
which has fo often invaded the rights, knd threatened (he 
liberties, of Europe. ... 

We (hould be wanting in our duty to ycur Majieftyi-to 
our conftituentS) and to ourfelves, if we did not giveyoilir 
Majefty the ilrongeft aflurances of our>mqff: zealous ^ftiUibe 

anii 
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and fupport : and we have the firmed confidence, that, ia 
6very demonftration of loyalty to your Majefiy, and of love 
of their country, your faithfiil ftibje^ will vie v^ith each, 
other ; and that no confiderations will divert or deter them. 
from (landing forth in the public defence, and from fuflain- 
ing, with a fteady perfeverance, any. extraordinary burthens 
and expences which (hall be found neceilary, for enabling 
your Majefty to vindicate the honour of your crown, and to 
^ote& the juft rights and effential interefis of thefe kingdoms. 

7he Klng^s Anfwer* 
Gentlemen, 
^ I RETURN you my hearty thanks, for this very dutiful 
imd afFedionate addrefs. I make no doubt, that, affiled by 
the advice of my Parliament, and fupported by the fpirit of 
my. people, I (ball, under the divine Providence, be enabled 
to repel every infult on the honour of my crown, to maintain 
the rights of my fubjedls, and to defend all my dominions. 

March 19. 

The Houfe in contmittee on the ftate of the nation. The 
fubje£l this day was the expedition from Canada. The 
Canada papers were read. 

Mr. Fox ftated the plan of the expedition as wrong and 
impracticable ; not being directed to any point, nor in any 
fcnfe the right way. Though the miniiler of the -American 
department [Lord George Germain J might fay, and he un- 
derflood did fiiy, that he took the idea and the plan from Gene* 
ral Burgoyne \ yet he affirmed the contrary. The plan was 
not General Burgayne's; it differed from General Biir- 

Soyne's ; and wherever it did fo, it blundered. Tbi$ exped- 
ition was not a plan of diverfion in our favour, but a di* 
verfion againft ourfelves, by feparating that force which 
ought *to have been united to one point, that of difperfing . 
the rebel army ; inftead of which, it left General Hpwe too 
weak, upon tlie plan the noble Lord fuggefied to him $ and 
fent General Burgoyne, with a ftiil leifer army, to a place 
ivhere the enemy were much ftronger. He faid this only 
for argument, to (hew that the meafure was originally wrong 
in the defign } and added, that he (hould move fomething 
s>n this point. But the matter upon which he (hould make 
his prefent motion was, that part of the execution which 
belonged to the minifter, not to the officers. The princi- 
.pal af^ fole defiga of fending General Burgoyne from Ca- 
. Vol. VIII. M ^ uaid^ 
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ilada, was that of forcing his way to Albany, atid making a 
JTirtdlion with General Howei This was a plan of co-ope- 
ration, in the execution of which two parties were con* 
cerned, but orders Were given to only one party ; the other 
party was left ignorant of the dcfign. This appeared from 
the niinifter -s letters to the commanders, and from the com* 
manders* letters to each other. It was intending two men 
to meet at one place, but giving orders to only one to go 
there ; and then blaming the execution, becaute the othery 
who did not know he was to go there, did not meet him ; 
but who, on the contrary, had acquainted the perfon with 
whom the orders lay, that he was going another way. Upon 
thefe grounds, he infified, that the whole difconcertlon and 
fsiilure of General Burgoyne's expedition, was owing to 
cither the ignorance or negligence of the fecretary of ftate 
who had the dire£lion of it ; by which one of his Majefty'a 
armies was totally loft, and in confequence of that, thirteen 
provinces were loft, to the utter ruin of this country. He 
moved, that the committee would come to three refolutions^ 
which were, in fubftance. That the plan of the Canada 
expedition had been ill concerted ; that, from the meafares 
adopted, it was impoifible it ftiould fucceed ; and that the 
inftruftions fent to General Howe, to co-operate with Ge- 
neral Burgoyne, had not been fuch as were necefTary to 19- 
fure fuccefs to the latter. After which, he faid, he (hould 
cflTer another refolution of cenfure upon the noble Lord 
[Lord George Germain]. 

Lord iV«^^«/ principally fpoke to the impropriety of the 
inquiry into the ftate of the nation ; it now appearing, as 
he had always foretold it would, to involve in it the cafe of 
abfent men. As a charge was now brought againft a noble 
Lord, who was fecretary of ftate in the/ American depart- 
ment, it muft now be decided upon ; otherwife he ihould 
move for the chairman leaving the chair. 

Mr. Macdonald faid, enough was now brought to (hew 
there was blame fomewhere. It was a ('s£i admitted on both 
fides the Hbufe. One fide of the Houfe laid the blame on 
the noble Lord} and that charge he thought muft be deci- 
ded upon. But he begged the committee to recollect, that 
if it was decided that the bkune did not reft upon the noble 
Lord, a further inquiry remained to be made, who it did 
reft upon. 

Mr. Jolliffe. The event of the expedition to Canada bats 
not only annihilated the idea of the conqueft of Ameti^ 

but 
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but has loft atl army of eight thoufand men ; has coft this 
country an infinite fum, and the lives of many thoufands of 
its beft fubjeds. It is the blackeft page in the Englilh hif« 
toryi it is a difgrace ivhich this nation never can recover. 
But, dreadful as the confequence of this event is, and mav 
be, much as this country muft ever deplore a cataftrophe io. 
htsHj and fmcerely as I wifh the heavieft vengeance to fall 
on tbofe who merit it, I think it would ill become the can« 
dour which ought to diftinguiih this Houfe, it would even 
be a fubverfion of juftice, were we to condemn thofe who 
concerted the plan, merely becaufe it has not proved fuc- 
cefsfuL The defign cannot be judged of by the ev^nt. It 
. would be an affront to the underftanding of thofe who hear^ 
it would be an infult to com'mon*fenfe, was I to pretend that 
I thought the lofs of Burgoyne's army was the cffe£k of 
chance; or that this country would not minutely inquire^ 
and refent it. It is impoffible to conceive 8000 men reduced 
to the fituation they are, without great fault in fome one. 
It muft either reft m thofe who concerted the plan, in him 
who had the conduA of it, or in thofe on whofe co-opera* 
tion fuccefs depended., I could have wifhed that this inquiry 
had been deferred; for, indifputably, it would be the 
higheft injuftice, it would be cruelty in the extreme, to ex- 
tend your inquiry to the condud of General Burgoyne. 
He even knows not of the fubjedt of your deliberations. 
Whether his raihnefs precipitated this army into deftrudion, 
or whether his delays produced this unhappy furrender, we 
can come to no refolution. We ought not to fufFer ourfelves 
to form an opinion. To cenfure, or even to queftion, his 
condud, at this time, would be a breach of all' the laws of 
juftice, by which every man ought to be prefent when he is 
accufed. If, Sir, I am unwilling to condemn, or even to 
fcrutinife, the conduS: of General Burgoyne, it becomes 
me to be no lefs guarded in what I fay oi Sir William Howe. 
Great guilt may reft with him ; but there being no paper of 
importance rektive to him before us, except the letter of Lord 
G. Germain of the i8th of May, we murt be lilent refpcfting 
that great officer, until he returns to England. I fhall there- 
fore only fubmit to you my fentiments on the condu6^ of the 
noble Lord at the head of the American department ; and I 
hope to demonftrate, that the Ic^s of this army can no way be 
attributed to him; that the plan was not only practicable, but 
that it was neceflary for him to adopt it; and that he contri- 
buted «very thing in his power to enfure fuccefs. 

Ma M 
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At the opening of die campaign, in l^^^% the attention ttf 
&e whole nation was taken up bv the intended jundion of tho 
armies, and thereby cutting off all communication between 
the northern and fouthern provinces* Every one approved did 
ineafure. I am warranted, therefore, in faying, that the v^ikic 
of the whole country concurred with the noble Lord; and bad 
it fucceeded, there cannot be a doubt of the moft hap{^ cottv 
fequences to this country. Unlefs the rebel army could bii 
brought to a general engagement, fktrmifties might protra& 
the war, at a vaft expence ; and though fuccefsful) but litde 
forward the conclufion. 

The. reputation of General Burgope, the univerfal opi# 
nton. of his fkill and bravery, made him appear to the nobie 
' Lord, and to the whole world, as the fitteft general that, 
could be found for fuch an expedition. He iblicited' it bjr 
bis letter lit of January 1777; by No. 9 he ft^tes his 
plan for the campaign. The nation called for it. The General 
folicited the undertaking, and himfelf forms the plan. The 
noble Lord would have deferved every degree of cenfure had 
be impeded, or even if he had not forwarded, the attempt. I . 
have no doubt he thought well of it ; but had his opinion 
been contrary, it would be impoffible to juftify his refifl- 
ing the calls of his country, and the folicitations oJT a brave 
and favourite general. The advantage of croffing the coun^ 
try was obvious; by this means all communications between 
the northern and fouthern provinces would have been pre* 
vented. Had General Burgoyne received the expe6led cor 
operation, the army under General Wafhington muft have 
been reduced to the neceflity of a general engagement. The 
advantages being infinite, had the event been foccefsfol, was 
not the minifter warranted in attempting jt? Would be not 
have been condemnable if he had adopted, any other ? I think^ 
Sir, it cannot be controverted ; I think the gendemen on the 
other fide muft admit that the plan of dividing the northern 
and fouthern colonies was pra(^cab1e ; that the nation called 
for it; and that no other plan would haves. fo immediately 
tended to conclude the war. 

Let us now. Sir, inquire whether the fecretary of ftate 
complied with the requiiidions. of the general, and, by eyeiy 
means in his power, promoted the fuccefs of the undertaking* 

No complaint having been made that every neceflary to 
forward the expedition was not afforded, I might be war- 
ranted in concluding that the General was fupplied wkb every 
thing he could wiih. But yet, let us examine tbst mtttor- 

General 
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General Bur^oyne, by bis thoughts on the wir, expreflb 
bitnfelf thus: fconceive the operating army, exclufive of 
troops left for the /ervice of Canada, ought not to confift of 
lefe than 8000 r^olars, rank and file ; the artillery, in tht 
metnorandums of General Carleton, a corps of watermen^ 
gtooo Canadians^ and a thoufand or more favages ; the Ca?* 
nadians and favages were totally out of the power of tbt 
ftcretary of ftate; and he could only give dire£^ion to Sir 
GiMT Carleton to provide them, if poffible. All that wM 
Witiiin the immediate power of the fecretary of ftate were tkk 
fegular troops, and the neceflaries of the army. By the lectei^ 
118th March, 1777, from Lord George Germain to Sir Guy 
Carleton, he is required to pat 7173 eiFediive men, under th^ 
command of General Burgoyne, and 675 under the command 
of Colonel St. Leger ; making together 7848. It was hardlj 
poffible to be nearer the number; and 1 defy the moft deter* 
mined perfecutor of miniftry to fay, this event was owing to 
the want of 1 50 men. 

By the tetter from Lord George to Sir William How^ 
18th May, 1777) he has thefe words : that the King irufts^ 
whatever you meditale may^ be executed in time to co-q>eratfe 
with the army ordered to proceed from Canada. Thrs is t 
proof that co-operation was expelled by all parties. Could 
the minifter do more ? Will any man condu^ ^our affairs, if 
be is to be accountable not only for the expediency, but for 
the fuccefs, of every meafure? A general of the greateft 
military (kill, executing a deiign of his own fug|efling, coili^ 
manding the number of troops he required, fupplied with 
every necefiary his imaginaticm could fuggeft, fupported by * 
to-operation of the armies, fo hr as the minifter is concerned 
(that muft be fuppofed), could there be a fairer proTpeS: dT 
fuccefs ? Could the minifter imagine that Sir William Howt 
would not give his affiftance; or that General BurgoyiM^ 
finding himfelf difappointed in that expectation, would ftill 
perfilt, and not fecure a retreat ? The General fpeaks of his 
peremptory orders \ they pafled through Sir Guy Carleton ) 
and exprefSy that General Burgoyne and Colonel St. LegeT 
are to be put under the command of Sir William Howei 
and until they receive order from him^ they are to aift ac 
difcretton^ but they are never to lofe view of their in* 
tended junction with Sir William IJowe, as their principal 
objei6^. 

They itt to z& at their difcretion-^^Is that peremptory ?-^ 
They are to have in view their jwiiSion with Sir WiUb^ih 

M 3 Howe \ 
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Howe ; but until that jundion is eftabiiflied, they continue 
to Z&, as their difcretion didates. But, Sir, had the orders 
been the mofl: peremptory that language can convey, they, 
could not have bieen compulfory, when dangers and difficul* 
ties arofe which could not be forefeen. Orders are given 
according to the appearance of things at that tjme they ar^ 
iflued; they ceafe therefore to be peremptory when affairs 
totally change. No general would undertake an expedition^ 
tmlefs fomething was left to his difcretion. Orders iDuft be 
conveyed in general terms; and mud be applied accolrdihg 
to the intention of thofe who give them : they can be no 
Otherwife interpreted, than to regulate that which is incon- 
£ftent with the general plan, and dangerous in itfelf, aiid t# 
adopt fuch a line of cond'ud as (hall moft conduce to the end 

Sropofed. What was the end propofed by ^his expedition? 
y crofling the country, to produce a jundion of the armies. 
The general's duty, therefore, was to obtain the end. The 
fhind of man cannot furnifh a reafonabje ground to conceive 
that, at all events, however the face of affairs might change^ 
let what difficulties might arife, let a (ituation be fuppofed, in 
which it was impoffible for his army to dfcape being cut to 
pieces ; yet that he was to proceed at all hazards.— f Such an 
interpretation would have deftroyed the intent of the expedi- 
tion ; and it is not poffible to imagine, that the general could 
cqnfider himfelf bound to obey fuch orders, though he had 
received them from the fecretary of date. Much more might 
be faid ; but I fhould precipitate myfelf into a condemnation 
of thofe I do not wifh to mention. I am content wiA 
bavihg {hewn the expediency of the meafure is apparent, the 
pra<5licability of it obvious, and that the fecretary of ftate 
appears to have done every thing that a minifter attentive to 
the tluty of his office was ^le, to enfure its fuccefs. He 
appears to me, therefore, to merit the hearty thanks of bis 
country. 

Mr.Duvdas [Lord Advocate] commented on the papers^ 
virith a view to mew, he faid, that the plan was a wife one ^ 
ih?t i( was attended to in the execution with affiduity and 
ability ; that it was a plan of jundion of co-operation, not 
■^ junction of the bodies of the armies ; and that the noble 
X'Ord had given orders to every officer to attend to that cor 
.V>peration. 

Sir AUhard Sutton thought the papers did not warrant the 
committee to agree to the propofed rcfplutiojns^ and therefore 
they ought to he thiQWB out. 
.... Mr* 
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Mr. P9wys thought there was an improprietj in the oicaiii 
fure, becaufe General Burgoyne Was abfent. 

Sir Gefrge HoWard was of the fame opinion. 

Lord John Cavtndijb faid, it . would hav^ been better if 
General Burgoyne was prefent ; but thought there was Doatter 
enough in the papers to juftify the refolutions. 

Mr. Burke fupported Mr. Fox throughout. 

Lrord Uorth faid it was proper for him to rife, though the 
tharge was not perfonal againft him; yet as nothing was 
done by the noble Lord, that had not the concurrence of all 
his Majefty's minifters, he muft confider himfelf as included ; 
and that it was his duty to take his (hare in the crime, if any 
fuch was proved, and in the cenfure, if any fuch was pafled. 
He faid, all proper orders were given for fuch co- operation 
of force, wherever it was employed ; all tending to the fame 
end, though not in the fame line, nor in lines that communis 
cated with each other. 

Colonel Barre obferved, the noble Lord had faid nothing to 
the purpofe^ Thofe who acknowledge themfelves to be ac* 
cottoplicesi and were, of courfe, particeps criminis^ were the 
people who took upon themfelves to be advocates. 

Mr. Wedderburne took the lame line as the Lord Advocate 
had done* . 

Lord Giorge Germain followed Lord North exa<SUy. 

Mr. Dunning faid^ the noble Lord [Lord George Ger* 
•main] had promifed to fend to General Howe the fame or- 
ders he had given to General Burgoyne. He had negle&ed 
to do it. He poiitively afTerted his Lordihip never did fend 
them* 

Mr. Thurlow faid, he got up to exculpate Lord Weymouth 
from the (bare he had, as one of the King's miniflers, 

Mr. Fox replied, that though that noble Lord was his par* 
ticular friend, yet he thought hi^ criminality was of another 
kind. His Lordfbip's ignorance of. the treaty between 
France and America def^erved a c^jifure of a much higher 
nature* 

The queftion was called for, and the Hou(e divided \ for 
the refolutions 44, againft them 164. . 

lAv.Fox^ in great warmth, declared he would not make 
another motion; and taking the refolution of cenfure out of 
his pocket, tore it in pieces, and then went out of the 
Houfe. 

As foon as Mr. Fox was gone, Mr. Wedderburne n^ovcd. 
That it does not appear to this coomuttee, that the £»ilure of 

M 4 the 
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the expedition from Canada arofe from any negleft in the 
fecrctary of ftate. 

This refolution was agreed to in the committee ; but was 
iievcr reported to the Houfe. 

Adjourned to the 23d. 

March 23. 

Sir Grey Cooper prefented to the Houfe the following paper* 

ARTICLES of AGREEMENT, indented, had, made, and 
concluded, this 20th Day of December, in the nth year of 
the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the 
grace of God King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
I)efender of the Faith, and fo forth, and in the year of our 
Lord 1770, between the Lords Commiflioners of his 
Majefty'sTrcafury, for and on the part and behalf of his 
Majefty on the one part, and the Right Honourable 
Thomas Harley, and Henry Drummond, Efquire, of the 
other part. 

WHEREAS, upon the 29th day of November, 1768, % 
contrail was made between the then Commiilionefs of hift 
Majefty's Treafurv, and the faid Thomas Harley and John 
Drummond, Efquires, for providing fufficient quantities of 
money for the fubfiftence of his Majefty's forces in North- 
America: And whereas the faid John Drummond hath 
defired, in writing, to be immediately difcharged from the 
further fervice and execution of the faid contradj without 
further notice j and the faid Lords Commiflioners having, oh 
his Majefty 's part, agreed to accept of the faid refignttion : 
it is therefore thought neceflary, for the fervice of the public^ 
that a new contra^ fihould be entered into with fome abib 
and fit perfons fpr performing the faid fervice. And whereas 
the feid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond are willing 
and defirous to take and receive , all fuch fums of money 
as fhall from time to time be iflued or wanted for the pur- 
pofes aforefaid ; and invert the* fame in purchafing Spani(h 
milled dollars, and other Spanilh coined filver, and ^pani(h or 
Portugal coined gold, either in England or the colonies, as 
they fliall And fuch filver and gold may be purchafed on 
the moft advantageous terms for the fervice of the public; 
and to pay over fuch monies in New Yorky Nova Scotia^ 
l/ouifburgh, Quebec, and Montreal, as the fame (hal^ be 
wanted for the fervices of the Aid forces, and purpofes 
afore&id« 

They 
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They the faid Thomas Harlejr and Henry Drummond 
rendering particular and clear accounts, as well of all the 
profits that may arife by their tranfa£lions^ as alfo of all cofts 
and charges attending the fame ; for all which fervices and 
their labour and pains therein, they are to have and receive a 
clear allowance of one and a half per cent. This indenture 
therefore witneffeth, and it is hereby covenanted and agreed, 
by and between the faid Commiffioners of his Majefty's T rea- 
fury on the part and behalf of his Majefiy, and the faid Thomas 
Harley and Henry Drummond, in manner and fotm following: 
that is to fay, 

T hey the faid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, for 
themfel es, and their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, do 
feverally covenant, contradi, and agree, to and with the faij 
Commiffioners of his Majefty's Treafury, that they the faid 
Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, will take and receive 
all fuch fum and fums of money as ihall from time to time be 
iffued for the pay and fervice of his Majefty's troops and forces 
in America ; and (hall immediately, upon fuch ifllies, invert 
the fame, in the purchafing, either in England or in the colo- 
nies, as may be found moft for the advantage of the public, 
Spani(h milled dollars, and other Spani(h coined filver, and 
Spanifh and Portugal coined gold ; and will (unavoidable ac- 
cidents only excepted) pay over and deliver fuch 'monies to 
the refpedive paymafters, who are or (hall be appointed tO 
receive the fame in New York, Nova Scotia, Louifburgh, 
Quebec, and Montreal, or in fuch other places in North 
America where his Majefty's fervices require that a paymafter 
be appointed. For which faid monies, the faid paymafters are 
from time to time to give the faid contractors proper receipts 
and acquittances. 

And the faid Commiffioners of his Majefty's Treafury, 
for and on the part of his Majefty, do hereby agree, to and 
with the faid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, their 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, that they (hall be al- 
lowed all cofts and charges that {hall attend the inverting the 
monies fo to be iffiied to them into fuch coined filver and gold 
coin, and the delivering the fame to tt^e faid paymafters of the 
(aid forces, either in New York, Nova Scotia, Louifburgh, 
Quebec, or Montreal, or other places as aforefaid. 

And the faid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, for 
themfelvcs, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, do 
hereby further covenant and agree, that they will fairly and 
faithfully account for, and duly anfwer to his Majefty, all 

proftea 
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profits ami advantages which (hall or may arife by and upon 
the monies to be inverted in manner aforefaid. And the faid 
Commiffioners of his Majefty's Treafury do agree, that the 
faid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, their heir% 
executors, adminiftrators, or ailigns, ihall be allowed, have^ 
and receive, for their labour, pains, and fervices, in receiving 
all fuch monies, and inverting and paying over the fame a fuU 
and clear allowance of one and a half per centum. 

And it is hereby agreed, that fufficient fecurity, to the 
good liking x>f the faid Commiffioners, ihall be given by the 
faid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, for ttic due per- 
fornunce of the feveral articles of this indenture, on their parts 
to be done and performed, before they (ball enter upon the 
execution thereof. 

And it is hereby declared and agreed, by and betwee;n die 
feveral parties hereto, that this contract (hall commence from 
the day of the date hereof, and continue for one whole year 
certain, and from thenceforth until the end of twelve caien« 
dar months after warning (hall have been given, either on 
his Majefty's part, or by the faid Thomas Harley and Henry 
Drummond, their heirs, executors, adminiflrators, or aiSgns. 

Laftiy, it is covenanted and agreed, between all the pari- 
ties to thefe prefents, that the Commiffioners of his Majefty's 
Treafury, or any of them, fhall not be liable, in their per-- 
fons or eftates, to any adtion of covenant, or any other pro- 
ceedings whatsoever, in any court of law or equity, by reafon 
or means of their being on his Majefty's behalf made parties 
to this contradl. 

In witneft whereof, the faid Conimiflioners of his Ma?. 
Jefty's Treafury, and the (aid Thomas Harley and Henry 
Drummond, have hereunto interchangeably put their ban<ui 
and feals Signed, 

North. 
G. Onslow, 
C. Jenkinson. 
J. Dyson. 

C. TOWNSHEND.^ 

Lord North acquainted the Houfe, that he had a meflage 
from his Majefty to the Houfe, figned by his Majefty 5 and 
he prefented the fame to the Houfe ^ and it was read by Mr, 
Speaker^ and is as foUoweth, viz, 
GEORGE R. 
THE French King having concluded a treaty of zmitv 
imd commerce with Us Majefty's revolted fubjeds in North 

Americ«| 
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America^ and his Majeftjr having received advice, that the 
warlike preparations in France Income every day more coo* 
fiderable; his Majefty thinks that, in this critical conjunc* 
ture, he fhould not a£t qonfiftently. with the care and concert^ 
which he always feels for his faithful people, if he omitted 
any means in his power that may contribute to their defence i 
thel-efore, in purfuance of the a<^s of parliament, enabling hi$ 
Majefty to call out and aflemble the militia, in the cafes there- 
in mentioned, his Majefty has thought it right to make thit 
communication to the Houfe of Commons ; to the end that 
his Majefly may, if he (hall think proper, caufe the militia to 
be drawn out and embodied, and to march as occafion (ball 
require. G. lU 

. Refolved, nemine contraiicente^ 

. That an humble ^ddrefs be prefented to his Majefty^ to 
return his Majefty the humble thanks of this Houfe, for hif 
inoft gracious mefiage ; and to exprefs the juft fenfe we havt 
of his Majefty's goodnefs, and of his paternal care of his pec* 
{de, in providing every means in his power that may tend to 
their defence, and in his intention to call out and aflemble the 
militia, if it fhall be found necefTary for that purpofe. 

Lord North moved to bring in a bill to continue an ad of 
thQ 1 6th of his prefent Majefty, for employing convids on the 
river Thames. 

Mr. Burke feared the time would come when we fhould put 
prifoners and felons to death on the principle of ceconomy. 

Sir JVilUam Meredith difapproved of the mode of punifli* 
ment ; faid, it was much more fevere than tranfportation, and 
totally xepugnant to the general frame of our laws. 

Mr. T. Townjhend faid the adi had not the defired effeft, for 
Tobberies were encreafed inftead of being diminifhed ; that in 
the courfe of the winter every day furnifhed fome frefh acv 
pount of foipe daring robbery or burglary. He faid, fcarce a 
night pafTed in which there were not robberies committed in 
Park-lane, and firing of piftols heard. 

Mr. Gafcoigne faid, he had been to fee the convi£ls at work; 
that their puniihment was far from fevere; that though it wa$ 
called hard labour, they do not do as much wotk in a day as 
may be done for hire for ninepenccf. 

mx. Gilbert {d\^^ the a£l; was meant as a temporary law, and 
as fuch he was for continuing it, till fomething elfe was fub* 
^ituted in its place. 

Sir Charles Bunbury faid, that we ftill po0ef{ed feveral places 
\f^ Am^rics^^ to which felons could be tranfp6rted« 
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lAu F. Mintagu was for fending the bill to a committee. 
He faid^ he expedled a bill upon a much larger plan ; but ill 
the mean time, if that Ihould not be pra6licable, he thought 
Ihe pre&nt ad ought to be continued. 

Mr. Burke faid, the felons ought to be tnmfported td Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and the Floridas. 

Sir Richard Sutton moved for a committee to inquire into 
the ftate of the prifoners, and to report the £ime to the Hoidbw 
The other motion was withdrawn. 

Colonel Biirri gave notice that he would make a motion an 
Friday next (the 27th) refpeding the expenditure of the public 
liioney« 

Lord North obferved, that the motion would lead to a larg^ 
field ; and if the^ gentleman would not declare to what piuti- 
eular parts of the expenditure his motioh was meant to be di« 
re£ted, it would be impoffible for him to rel j on his bare me^ 
tnory, <b as to be able to give the Houfe a clear and fatis6dorf 
account. 

Colonel Barti faid he did not mean to take the noble X»ord 
by forprize, nor was his motion a captious one. He wouU 
afk no queftions but what might be eafily anfwered. 
. L^rd George Cavend'tjh remarked, that he never remembered 
jt to be cuftomary to give ihe Houfe a bill of fare on notice 
of a motion. 

March 24* 

No debate* 

March %$• 

The Houft in committee of fupply. 

Lord North nioved, that 1,406,923/. be granted to his ma«« 
jefty, to defray the extra expences of his Majefty's land forces. 

That 18,895/. be granted for the charge of the augmentaw 
tion to his Majcfty's forces. 

That 6998/. be granted for the expences of roads and 
bridges in Scotland* 

March 26. 

Lord North prefented the bill for laying a tax upon Houfes, 
and moved, that the fecond reading be on Monday next, thb 
30th- 

Sir George Tonge wiflied the fecond reading deferred to a 
more diftant day, as he took it to be a matter of very great 
confequence to the inhabitants of the cities of London ai^ 
Weftminfter, and parts adjacent, in one point of view; and 
to the whole landed intereft of England and Wales in aho* 
ther. He faid, the noble Lord*s attempt to hurry it througk 
die Houfe wore a verJ^ fufpicious appearance} that certaim^ 

It 
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U was one (^ the moft opi>reffivc and injurious taxes that waa, 
CV^r deviled ; and refemblei) more a law of punifliment upoa 
the metropolis, than a fair, equal, and proportionate tax upon 
property* He doubted not but the citizens of London, &c. 
would, if they had due notice, petition that Houfe againft iti^ 
and this was the means uken to fteal a march upon the perfoo^ 
to be aflFe^ed by the bill, and carry it through the Houfe by 
furprife. He faid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ac- 
quainted the comnfiittee, when the tax was firft propoTed, 
that farm houfes were to be exempted. He begged to know 
from the noble Lord if provifion had been made in the bill for 
that purpofc I 

Mr. Byngj after condemning the bill in ftrong terms, (aid, 
the noble Lord had given the committee llkewife to under- 
iland that manfions would be exempted, becaufe, if they vi^era 
not, the tax would operate, to all intents and purpofts, as a 
land-tax: yet, if this iniquitous tax muft pafs, he would bn 
againft the exemption ; becaufe then the people without door) 
would have juft reafon to fay the individuals compofing that 
Houfe had taxed every one but themfelves. 

Lord North replied to the firft fpeaker, that farm houfes ojf 
certain denominations might be exempted ; but he never enter*^ 
tained a fingle idea of not taxing manfions ; but in the coqa^r 
mittee (the principle of the bill being clearly out of the quefiion) 
would be the proper place to fettle thofe matters. 

Mr, Burie moved to have the bill printed, that thofe who 
were to bear nine-tenths of the burden, which it intended to 
impofe, might be timely informed of its contents. He called 
it a bill of puniihment on the citizens of London, &c.. for 
their daring to difapprove of the American war. 

Hon. T, IValpoli faid, it was a melancholy confideration, 
that thofe and their poflerity who, within and without that 
Houfe, difapproved and reprobated the American war^ ibould 
have their inheritances and properties mortgaged for the enor* 
oious fums fpent and lavifhcd in endeavouring to efFe(ft fyflems 
equally fraught with folly, cruelty, and injuflice. He faid^ 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon could not, without mani-^ 
fefting the higheft contempt for the inhabitants of this ffts^ 
metropolis, refufe to confent to the printing of the bill. Hi% 
.W<)rthy relation (the late Sir Robert Walpole} who, without 
any difparagement to his Lordfhip, was his equal, in tbf 
fcieace of poiiticsi uponafalfe alarm, a6ied in the. manner 
tfiow .recommended on his own account* A great alafmi 
iil{:h as that againft the prefent bilV was raifed ii>. the yf^r 
11^33 againft jtbe expife fcheme. A fal(e bill was printed:^ 
circulated through the country. T^e imti\&ex tCL^N^x.^Vv«^ 
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one printed by the order of the Houfe, by which means the 
counterfeit was deteded, and the clamour in a great meafure 
inftantly fubfided. 

Mr. Rigby oppofed the printing of the bill, as unprecedented 
in refpefl of a money bill. It was an eftabltfhed rule, he faid^ 
never to print them ; and if the prefent bill fliould be printed,' 
what end would it anfwer ? for it was likewife another efta- 
bliihed rule, never to receive a petition againft a money bill. 
. The queftion was then putj and the divifion was, for print- 
ing 44, againft it 71. 

' Mr. Gafcoigm (Sir Charles Whitwordi being indifpofed) 
brought up the report of the refolutions agreed to in the com*' 
mittee of fupply. 

lAv. Rigby faid, he had, fince the preceding day, made 
particular inquiry into the matter refpedtng the fioppages of 
the armies ferving in America,, and had found, that the fame 
had been iflfued by the deputy paymafter-general, by orders 
from the commander in chief, by warrants for that purpofe. 
He then read, from papers, the orders from Sir William 
Howe, direding to pay fo much, and to ftop fo much, on 
account of fo many rations of provifions. He profefled his 
Ignorance of the particular grounds of thofe orders — thofe 
lay with the General to explain, who he doubted not would 
do fo very fatisfaid^orily in due time. This could not be done» 
however, till next year, when the whole would be cleared up 
to the fatisfa£lion of the Houfe. 

Lord North faid, that every thing upon future examination 
would appear clear and fatisfadory; that the rations were 
diftrtbuted; and where they were not, there the ftoppages 
accrued. That the ftoppages were made on the effeftive 
men and non-commif)ioned officers; and, confequehtly, 
though the numbers might be confiderably lefs, the efFe<£tiveS) 
and the number of rations diftributed, might eafily account 
for the difference. 

Mr. Baker was fevere on the contra£lors for providing the 
gold coin. He (aid, the commiffion was exorbitant, and 
unprecedented. But fuppofing that one one-half per centm 
might be reafonable for the Spanifh and Portugal coins, which 
he was fure it was not, what would the lyation think of nil* 
nifters who could, with fuch a wanton hand, enough' to 
cr^te the moft unfavourable fufpicions, give a commifgon of 
oiie one-half p^r cent, on Englifli gold fent to America, and 
Mis drawn on this country by the coriimander in chief. '; Wi 
il^fted that half per cem. was full enough, and was the €ur^ 
tent pritS for wbith acceptances were done by eVery merchfift 
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iti the city of London, and that too on finall fums, where there 
Was more trouble in accepting and paying five thoufand pounds' 
than what fell to the (hare of the contradors in accepting and 
paying a million. He fpoke of the 300,000 guineas fent to 
America, and obferved, on that article alone the contradlors 
made only the trifling fum of four thoufand feven hundred and 
twenty-five pounds, 

Mr, Burke moved an amendment, to except out of the re- 
folution the fum of 160,000 1. His reafon for doing fo was, 
that he hoped an EngliOi Houfe of Commons would never 
confent to pay this fum, which be faid had been advanced to 
purchafe hatchets, tomahawks, fcalping-knives, razors, fpurs, 
&c. for the favages of America to butcher, torture^ fcalp, 
and mafiacre old men, women, children, and infants at the 
breaft. 

On the queftion the amendment was reje(^ed, 21 for it^ 
and 56 againft it. 

March 27. 
No debate. 
Adjourned to the 30th. 

March 30; 
Houfe-tax bill read a fegond time. No debate upon if. 
Colonel Barre. He began with obferving the enormous 
fums which had been granted for army extraordinaries fof the 
three laft years, and how ihamefully they had been fquandercd. 
He read, from papers on th^ table, the fums granted ; the 
detail of each year's expenditure; the particular ferviccsj 
and the perfons who had performed the contrafls. He faid, 
when the firft extraordinaries of 800OCO/. came before that 
Houfe, in the year 1776, he endeavoured to get explanations. 
The anfwer was, We have no vouchers; thofe cannot be had 
till the next year. We have as yet procured no more than 
an account of the fums iifiied, to whom ifTued, and the fer- 
vices for which they were iflued. All thefe are not vouchers 
to the Houfe; the vouchers fhewing in what manner the 
money thus ifTued has been expended will come the next year. 
So i( happened, he faid, the following, and fo it has hap- 
pened this year. This Houfe has each fucceffive year been 
told, that they are to have the vouchers of the preceding; 
none have been as yet produced ; but the noble Lord, after 
hU repeated and folemn promifes, has thought proper to keep 
the parliament and nation in the dark. The fame confidence, 
he might call it (hameful confidence, and delufioa on one 
fide, and the fame (hameful and traiterous fcrvifity oh the 
■ other, . '•'-''*' "^ 
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He faid, it was not even the money that was thrown away 
-*but that that was permitted to lie in theiiands of favourite 
placemen, favourite agents, and favourite contractors. Ii% 
Ibme inftances this money was permitted to lie in the hands 
of men, anfwering to thofe ieveral defcriptions, for fifteen or 
twenty years, while this ruined diftreiled nation was boiw» 
rowing money at upwards of five per cent. He remarkedf 
that a thouiand lame apologies were made day after day; 
fuch as, that there were not clerks enough in the auditor^ 
office. Why not have clerks enough? Such, again, was th« 
0iameful pretence in the navy*office, that they could not 
undertake the hiring the tranfport victuallers. Why not 
employ additional clerks, furveyors, &c. ? But thefe were 
mere flimfy pretexts to blindfold the nation, and prevent 
them from difcovering the iniquitous jobbs that were daily 
carrying into execution. If clerks, furveyors, and com* 
iniffioners we^e wanting, and that the precious agent and con- 
tractor, Mr. Atkinfon, was able to fupply them all, in his own 
perfon (that, for aught that appeared, being the cafe), why not 
employ this worthy gentleman to audit the accounts? He next 
turned his attention to Mr. Gordon, the infpeftor of provifions 
at Corke, who had only at the rate of upwards often thonfand 
pounds a year for his trouble, for what might be as well, he 
would not fay better, executed for half fo many hundreds. But 
he was apt to fufpedl that poor Mr. Gordon had not all the 
profit fet up to his account. 

The Colonel next proceeded to ftate the expences of die 
refpe£tive years of the late glorious war, and compare them 
with the firft, fecond^ and third years of the prefent difgrace- 
ful, ruinous, and inglorious war; and proved fairly, that 
when we had mpre than half of Europe to contend with oiir 
expences were not near fo great. Where was the balance ? 
What our conquefts? Where were our prizes? Where 
were our victories? We had been beaten, defeated, or 
baffled, in every attempt. We had fpent, or would fpei^lf 
by the clofe of the prefent campaign, upwards of thirty mH- 
lions of money; and, to fill the meafure of national cala* 
mky^ we were on the eve of a war with France and Spain, 
as well as America. Here he took a more particular view of 
'agents, contraSors, fplitting of profits, &c. particularly of 
the contra&s and ag^encies of Harley and Drummond, on 
the Spanini,^ Portugal, and Britifii gold coin; and the fe\f« 
, denying Mr. Atkinfon, relative to his rum contra£b, aj^d 
agencv for the line of tranfports for the treadiry. He con* 
tc&dc% that the rum contraiSt was full fifiy per cents too 
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much; that the tranfport fervice, including the commi/fiony 
was a lofs of twenty per cent, to the public; and that the con- 
trad for remitting money, and accepting bills given to Harley 
and Drummond, would be a wafte of public money, little 
fliort of 30,00c/. He faid, the rum contra6t had been refer- 
red to three merchants of the firft reputation in the city, by 
the treafury; the refult of which was, that after the merchants 
had made the moft ample allowance, there remained an ex- 
cefs of profit or douceur^ for fomebody, of full thirty per cent. 
He fuppofed, a rei»fonable (bare to the contra£tor for his trouble 
arid rifque. He faid, it was well known that the price of rum 
in the illand is fcldom more than twenty, or twenty-one pence 
the gallon ; that 5^. for profit and freight is a great allow- 
ance; but he did n >t wonder that great fums had been devour- 
ed by contracts, when the noble Lord in the blue ribbon was 
fo criminally ignorant as not to know currency from fterling. 
But furely, if the noble Lord was ignorant of the uifFcrencc, 
was it not culpable in hi-n and his colleagues at the treafury- 
board not to inquire of fome perfon who was capable of in- 
forming them on the fubjed? 

Lord North rofe in great warmth. He faid, he was pretty 
fure it was fterling ; but gentlemen cried, No; and he, to hu- 
mour them, acquiefced, though afterwards, upon inquiry, it 
proved to be fterling, and that he was right. 

Colonel Barre reprehended the noble Lord feverely for his 
diforder, in a ftrain of irony. The noble Lord, fays he, 
feems^ to be in a pafiion. I am not furprifed at it. i ihould 
be furprized if he did not feel ; but only mark his Lordfhip's 
philofophic command of temper, he has not been the leaft dif- 
orderly in interrupting me ; not in the lead diforderly, to be 
fure^ 

Lord North rofe again, and was proceeding in a higher tone,' 
when he was called to order. Continuing ftill on his legs, 
the cry of Chair! chair! fuccecdcd. The Speaker told his 
Lord(hip, that the proper time to reply to the honourable gen- 
tleman!, who was opening the grounds of his motion, would 
be when he had fat down. 

Colonel Barr6 was ftill proceeding; and for nearly a quar- 
ter of an hour it was with great difficulty that the refentment 
of the no\)le Lord could be reprelFed. At length, however, 
the peremptory orders of the chair prevailed, and his Lordfhip 
fat down. 

Colonel Barri refumed the thread of his difcourfe. He 
faid, the motions he meant to propofe might feem rather hew, 
becaufe not lately pra(^ifed ; but there were neverthelefs fe- 
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veral precedents in the journals in their fupport, particularly 
in the years 1653 and 16673 and in the years 1694 and 1697, 
as well as feveral others. 

He next obferved on feveral other parts of the account. 
He faid, there was the fum of five thoufand pounds paid to 
Sir Thomas Mills for an office enjoyed in Quebec fonne years 
fince. He could, not poffibly-fee how this fum happened not 
to be paid before. He faid, twenty-three thoufand pounds 
were charged for carrying on war againft the Caribbs. He 
bad inquired of feveral gentlemen, within and without 
doors, who have property in the ifland of St. Vincents, wha^ 
anfwered, they heard nothing of any war exifting in that 
ifland fince the laft troubles. He faid, in MefTrs, Harley and 
Drummond's account there appeared a want of vouchers 
for eighty thoufand pounds. That there was a charge <rf 
one hundred and eight thoufand pounds for fheep, and for 
cabbages, and other vegetables, exclufive of another raon- 
ftrous charge for four crout; befides the enormous fum of 
forty thoufand pounds paid to Lord Cornwallis without ac« 
count. 

He faid, that the lad war in America, commiffioners had 
ten pounds a day ; but now they were paid at the rate of aa 
hundred pounds a day. Said, that America, perceiving our 
luxury, difCpation, and extravagance; and iceing us im- 
inerfed in corruption, refolved to feparate from us ; and he 
was well afllired, that this was one of the great motives for 
her ereiling herfelf into a feparate and independent ftate. Hit 
refle(3ions were very fevere upon miniflry in general, and 
pointedly fo upon Lord North. The colonel painted, in the 
ftrongeft colours, our gloomy profpe£t; faid, that Briftol had 
already felt the fatal effe<9s of this war ; that Liverpool had 
*done the fame ; and that London itfelf was fo opprtiTed with 
the misfortunes of it, that fhe had not courage even to com- 
plain. He quoted Reynell, that if the EngliQi ever have their 
manners fo corrupted, and their principles of liberty fo chan- 
ged, as to attempt to put fetters upon the colonies, they will 
foon become flaves themfelves s that all Europe ufed to look 
upon England as her pride, but that (he now turned from her, 
and cheriihed that pride in the Weft, that phcenix rifing out 
of our afties. 

He obferved, that the noble Lord had the drum beat in 
that Houfe, and the ftandard of war hoifted againft America; 
and looked upon none as his friends but fuch as enlifted on 
the terms of compelling America, by the point of the fword, 
to a furrender of her liberties* The noble Lord's pow^ was 
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great, and his means of prefervation greater; but they all 
proved too weak for that reGftance which a fpirit of freedom, 
and legal and conftitutional liberty, infpired. 

He concluded, by itrongly recommending public oeconomy; 
that, diflevered as the empire was, we had no right to the ex- 
pcnfive pomp belonging to a great ftate ; that we were be- 
come a little one;* that we ftiould oeconomife the little we had 
left; but that the very men, who had brought us to this fitua* 
tion, would probably that VQry night rej j(5t the means of do- 
ing it. > 

He then moved his refolutions, which fubftantialiy im- 
ported, that a committee be appointed to infpeft the public 
accounts, and to report their opinion thereon to the Houfe. 

Lord North faid, he was ftill right; for it was not currency^ 
but fterling. If he had been ignorant of that circumftancc, 
be did not expe(^ to hear it imputed to him as a crime. He 
f^id, if governors abroad drew bills on the treafary, how " » 
could it be helped? They had no' money there, and money 
muft be expended in building barracks, forts, &c. and in 
raifing defences within their refpedive governments. They 
muft account for what they had drawn; and though they had 
over-drawn, the prefent was rather too dtlicate a time to pro- 
tefl: their bills. 

He faid, he had no objeflion to the propofed committee, 
but fliould wifli not to have it above flairs, becaufe he could 
not attend there, on account of public bufinefs; but if in 
the Houfe, could and would attend, and ihould wi(h to know 
before-hand to what heads of expenditure the honourable 
gentleman meant chiefly to dired the inquiry, that he might 
be enabled to give a proper anfwer. 

Mr. Cornwall faid, the eftimates were formed above an 
hundred years ago, and that all the materials ufed in fliip* 
building, repairs, ftores^ &c. are increafed treble in the 
value. This circumftance, he fajd, would fully account for 
the extras, and the great increafe of the navy debt. He 
faid, accounts were confufed things to look into ; but the 
treafury had done every thing that could poflibly have de- 
pended upon them, to infpeS and regulate them. He faid, 
fince ever he fat at the treafury-board, he difliked governors* 
accounts; but what couW be done? Here he copied, ver» 
batim^ the argument of the noble Lord who fpoke before 
him. He faid, he thought it extremely improper to refer the 
rM«n conlradt to the merchants, without telling them the real 
price of the rum; inftcad of which, they fixed an arbitrary 
value on it, much b^low the r/eal price, which was the rpafon 
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that all their deduflions. were wrong. He added, that public 
•fFairs could not be tranlafted with more care and attention 
than they were at prefent ; that therefore he could not fee the 
leaft occafion for adopting the method propofed by the ho- 
nourable gentleman; particularly as the contraftors would re- 
fund to the treafury what they had taken beyond a fair price, 
and that the treafury would look to that and receive it ac- 
cordingly; that the nation was not, at prefent, in a proper 
temper; and that this would only add to the calumnies and 
detradlfous fpirit of the day. 

Govtrnox Johnjf one obfcrveH, that the very reafons affigned 
by the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, were the ftrong- 
cft that could be pofliHly given in favour of the inquiry into 
the public accounts ; becaufe he had acknowledged that the 
accounts were intricate, and difficult to liquidate. He faid, 
the treafury had been greatly impofed on in the rum contraft, 
and, he believed, knowingly fo ; for if they had done their 
duty, to make inquiry, they would have found that the cur- 
rent price of proof rum in the iflands is is, lld»\ and 4^. or 
^d, at mod was fully fufficient for freight, leakage, &c« and 
was what arty fair trader, or honeft man, would be fully con- 
tent with. He ridiculed Lord North's felf-fufficiency, as he 
called it, in objedling to its being a fecret committee, laying 
fo much ftrefs upon his own prefence being effential to the 
carrying on the bufmefs in it; faid, that for his part, were he 
to judge of the efFedl the noble Lord's prefence would have 
lipon any future bufmefs, by what it had had upon all paft, he 
fliould wifh his abfence from the committee; that certainly 
the fituation of the affairs his Lordfhip has hitherto had the 
immediate management of, was, he thought, but little induce- 
ment for the Houfe to give much weight to the objedion made 
by him to the fecret committee. 

Mr. Aubrey thanked the honourable gentleman who made 
the motion, to whrmlie was fure the Houfe in general, and • 
every country gentleman in particular, was fo much obliged; 
that the papers on the table abounded with fuch inftances of 
extravagance, that it plainly appeared there was no other 
poflible method' of checking the carelefs profufion of mini- 
fters, but the one moved for; that not to comply with the 
propofed inquiry, would be a breach of the truft repofed in 
us by our conftituents; that if it was put ofF, not only the 
prefent miniftcrs, but all future ones, would regard it as a 
declaration, that impunity is a confirmed privilege of office; 
ahd that the rapacious contraftor would receive it as a licence 
for plunder ; that the valour of our officers and foldiers could 

- • not 
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not alone fave the coiintrj ; that there muft be a ftriS atten- 
tion to the finances, and application of public money; that 
without this, even another Marlborough or another Wolfe 
would not avail us ; to ufe the words of one who was a great 
ftatefman, as well as a great poet, 

In vain doth valour bleed, 

While av'rice and rapine fliare the land. 

Mr. Jenkinfon faid, he was for the motion in part, but he 
was againft the opinions of the committee being reported; 
that upon condition that the motion was amended aocording 
to that idea, he ftiould vote for the feleft committee. He faid, 
be knew the treafury- board was always very exaft in making 
inquiries before it entered into anv contrail ; and made no 
doubt but the board had been equally circumfpedt on the pre- 
fent occafion. He faid, he did not think this a proper time for 
the committee of accomtts. The Houfe was not in a temper 
to go into fuch a tedious, difHcult examination, and it might 
be produdlive of great mifchief, by diflerainating ill-founded 
charges, calumnies, &c. 

Mr. Burke replied, that to appoint the committee would 
be the beft means of preventing calumnies, and of refuting 
ill-founded reports. l*he calumnies, if they deferved that ap- 
pellation, were already fpread ; inquiry, leading to a difclofure 
of truth, was the fureft way to detecft falfehood. If I had to 
do with a man (fays he) who fufpeded me, and that I was 
confcious of my own innocence, 1 would defire, I would in- 
treat, and, if I could not otherwife perfuade him to do me 
juftice, I would, if in my power, compel him to examine 
into my conduit or accounts. He faid, he differed in fenti- 
ment, as to the opinions net being reported from the com- 
miuee, with the fads; but he did not afterwards infift uppn 
his objection : faid, that he could not fee the great neceffity 
there would be, for the noble Lord*s [Lord North] being pre- 
fent at the committee, or even particular ufe there would be 
in it, unlefs to brow-beat fome, and fupport prevarication in 
others. 

Lord North faid, he would repeat again, he had no objec- 
tion to a committee, but not up-flairs; or if the Houfe liked 
a feledt committee better, he would be perfedly content. 

Mr. Harley faid, that the part of the public accounts rela- 
tive to him would take up but very little of their time. 

Mr. Alderman Bull, It is feldom, and for a few minutes 

only, that 1 ever venture to beg the attention of the Houfe; 

-but, Sir, I think it a duty I owe to my conftituents and to 

mj^ country, to declare my opinion upon points, in which I 
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cfteem this Houfe to be in a peculiar manner the guardians, 
jind the reprefentatives of the people at large. 

What 1 have in view has fome rt-Iation to the motion before- 
you ; the fa6ts I fliall mention are well known, though I thinlt 
they have not been duly attended to. Sir, during the late 
peace, adminiftration paid off eleven millions of the national 
debt ; the public,^ however, did not, nor could they perceive 
ftny advantage they gained by this redu(5iIon of the debt^ the 
taxes continuing the fame, until they were told, that i£ we 
fliould be again involved in a war, they would then be able to 
• borrow the amount of the fum paid off, without laying frefh- 
burdens upon the people. Sir, we have had a war, and how 
have thefe minifterial afiuranccs turned out? Inftead of faft^ 
they were all delufion. The firlt moment fupplies were re- 
quired, new taxes were propofed. Two millions one hundred 
arid fifty thoufand pounds were funded the year before the lafti 
for this fmail fum (compared with eleven millions) frefli taxes 
were levied upon the people. The laft year five millions were 
funded, and proportionable taxes were impofed. Part of the 
additional load of the prefent year, our tafk^mafters have in- 
dulged us with the knowledge of. I fhould not have troubled 
the Houfe with thefe obfervations, if any gentleman had no* . 
ticed them before. 

Sir, I cannot rife in this Houfe, without adding a word 
tipon the fubjedl of the prefent unhappy war. My opinion 
has ever been the fame ; 1 think it fouiided in injuftice, and 
executed in inhumanity. , I hope the people will be roufed to 
i contemplation of the perilous ftate in which they now are v 
there may not be a week between us and total ruin. We have 
loft Americas our madnefs h^ driven her to independency; 
ind ihat independency, in defiance of our refolves, I am con- 
fident flie will fupport, Befides this, we have to lament, and 
Hiinifters to anfwer for, the lofs of many thoufands of valu- 
able live?, and many millions of money, which no fuccefs in 
ftich an iniquitous war can ever repay. Thefe, Sir, are fome 
of the fatal effedls of the wifdom of the prefent minifters. De- 
lufion has fucceeded delufion, and difgrace has fucceeded dif- 
grace, till little remains to be added to the catalogue of Our 
calamities. 

The honourable gentlem'art that made the motion has fuid, 
that the citizens of London are now fo depreffed, that th6y 
hardly dare complain ; yet. Sir, though a citizen of London^ 
I dare to give my, opinion in this Houfe, and in the hearing 
tf certain noble Lords. This opinion I have long held, and 
hi which I am more and more Iconfirmed by every day's expie- 



A. 1778. DEBATES. 183 

ricnce, I am the more ready to dedare thJs opinion, becaufe 
I do moft firmly believe it to be the opinion, not only of the 
minority, but the majority of this houfe alfo, I mean, Sir, 
that the great objedts of the prefent adminiftration, their aiders 
and abetters, are, and ever have been, to aggrandize and to 
enrich themfelvesj to plunder, to impoveriih, and to enflave 
the people. 

Col. Barrels motion having been amended by Mr. Corn- 
wall, by leaving out the words, *' to report their opinion 
thereon,'* the Colonel faid, that from the feleft committee 
in 1773, much was expeded, and little came forth; that he 
fhotild wifli to withdraw his motion, rather than hang out to 
the public hopes of redrefs, and that fomething would be 
done, ahd afterwards dil'appoint the public expeftation, by 
being able to efFe£t nothing, as the matter was to be decided 
in the Houfe, where the parties concerned were certain of a 
in^ority. 

Mr, Stanley faid, he did not approve of the committee, be- 
caufe it implied a cenfure without a tittle of proof that' that 
cenfure was well founded. He faid, he had been upon the 
India committee. , 

Mr. Bayley repeated what he had often faid refpefting the 
rum contradls; that is, that he had offered minifter^s better, or 
at leaft as good, rum, for half the price they had cha/ged to 
the public. 

Sir George Yonge^ for the committee, faid, that the papers 
on the table contained the charge, and that it was incumbent 
on.thofe it might be fuppofed to afFedt, to endeavour-to refute 
it. 

A feleft committee was then moved and agreed to. Quef- 
tion moved to choofe by ballot in the manner of ftriking a • 
feleft committee, in the cafe of controverted eledtions. 
Agreed to. 

A petition of the free burgefles, freeholders, and inhabit- 
ants, of the town and county of Newcaftle upon Tyne, was 
prefented to the Houfe, and read ; fetting forth, that. Deeply 
affefled with the prefent public diftrefs, and apprehenfive of 
the imminent danger if not total ruin of our political confti- 
tution, we look up to you, as the only proper guardians of 
thofe rights and privileges, which we have committed in 
truft to your defence and protection. We have long beheld, 
with concern, the growing incroachments of minifterial power, 
and that power and influence given to interefted men, whof<^ 
avowed principles are diametrically oppoiite to the fpirlt of 
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our excellent conftitution, which accomplifhed the exclu-^ 
fion of tyranny, by the late glorious revolution, and the fub- 
fequent e}evation of our prefent moft gracious Sovereign*^ 
illuftrious family to the throne of ihefe realms. After a lonj 
train of unredreffe4 incrcafing evils, we ftnd ourfelves in- 
volved in an unneceffary, expenflve, and ruinous civil war 5 
many thoufands of our brave countrymen have been loft ; 
many millions of the public treafure expended; our taxes 
daily increafing; our trade and commerce declining; many 
of pur refources cut ofF; our national credit finking; a id all 
(without the leaft profped of public advantage), perfuled in 
by our minifters againft the moil: humble petitions and juft 
remonftrances, until repeated ill fuccefs, auvi the profpedl of 
a foreign war,^ have at length convinced them oi their error 
and mifcondud, aqd compelled them inconliitently to folicit 
(probably too late) for thofe terms which reafon and truth 
had long ago fued for in vain : We therefore pray, that the wif- 
dom and attention of Parliament may be ferioufly engaged to 
inyeftigate, and efFe£lually rOot out, the caufe of thcle evils, 
to eftablifli the peace and happinefs cf fociety, by hi^ .ibly adr 
drefling his Majefty to remove from his prefence ;md councils 
for ever thofe men, who, from motives of intereft or vindic- 
tive ambition, may have deftroyed this peace, interrupted this 
happinefs, and forfeited the confidence of the people j andj^ 
to prevent fucceeding delinquents from being mifled by the 
|latcering herpes of impunity, we pray, that legal but rigorous 
and exeni.plaify punifhments may be impartially infiifted upoi| 
any who are found to have betrayed the juft rights, and facri<r 
ficed the welfare, of their country ; that fuch efFedlual checfc 
n1ay be given to vice and corruption, and fuch countenance 
and encouragepient ^o public virtue, as may unite a free and 
generous people upon the folid bafis of loyalty and mutual afr 
fedtion, and enable us, with that prevalent affiftance whict^ 
depends upon the Divine Approbation, to efcape the wiles^ 
and repel the afTajilts, of our natural, infidious, and powerful 
enemies. 

Ordered, 

That the faid petition do lie upon the table. 
March 31. 

No debate. 

• Jprili. 

Private bufinefs. 

The following is a lift of the feleft committee a,ppointed to 
infpe<a into the expenditure of money, &c. upon Col. Barre's 
pjotion: 
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Col.Barre, ^ Sir William Baggot, 

Sir Edward Aftley, Lord John Cavendiibt 

Mr. Ellis, Sir G. Elliot, 

Mr. Hatton, Mr. Macdoriald, 

Mr. C. Meilift, Mr. Brereton, 

Mr. D'Oyley, Mr. Elwes, 

Mr. Grofvenor, Mr. Jenkinfon, 

Mr. Medley, Mr. F. Montagu, 

Mr. Norton, Mr. Oliver, 

Lord. Parker, Mr. Stanley, 

Sir Robert Sutton, 

April Cti. 
Lord Nugent moved, that a committee of the whole Hcule 
be appointed to confider of the trade of Ireland. His Lor<l.i. 
Blip obferved, that the condu61: of Great Britain towards its 
filler kingdom h^d been no Irfs impolitic than unjul}, and that 
the prefent fituation of public affairs called particularly oa 
this country to enter into a revifion of the Irilh trade laws. 
• Mr. Burke fpoke to the fame purport ; faid, Ireland was 
now the chief dependency of the Britifh crown, and that it 
particularly behoved this country to admit the Irilh nation to 
the privileges of Briti{h citizens. 

Mr. Baker faid, the reftridions on the Irifli trade defeated 
themCelves, and, inftead of promoting the ftaple manufadory 
pf this country, that of woollens, had the dire6l contrary eN 
fe<^, by furniftiing the French with raw materials, which 
enabled them to rival and underfell us at all the markets ia 
JSurope. 

Sir William Meredith confirmed what Mr. Baker had faid j 
obferving, that the irilh, in order to pay the enhanced value 
of lands, were obliged to carry their wool to France, where it 
brought a moft exorbitant price. 

Mr. Byng faid, he hoped the parrow policy which induce^ 
this country to prevent the people of Ireland from manufac- 
turing their native produce was at an end. He trufted, there- 
fore, that the Houfe would come to the bufmefs with one 
heart, and a fpirit of unanimity. 

Queftion put on Lord Nugent's motion, and agreed to 
tiem. con. 

}Ar, Poivys then rofe, and obferved, that a right hon. gen- 
tleman [Sir William Meredith] had given notice fome days 
fince, that he would make a motion, for leave to bring in a 
bill for repealing. certain lav/s relative to America ; .that he 
^nd feveral gentlemen daily attended in expectation of fuch 
motion, but the right honourable gQndeman, hath hitherto 
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forborne to give any intimation to the Houfe, one way or the 
other, whether he had dropt all further thoughts of it, or had 
determined to make it on a particular day. 

Sir William Meredith (aid, he was obliged to the honoura- 
ble gentleman for thinking any thing he could offer was wor- 
thy the attention of the Houfe; faid, he intended to have 
madd his motion day after day, but other bufinefs and late 
Houfes conftantly intervened to prevent him ; befides, part 
of the time he was much indifpofed ; but now, that he was 
nearly recovered from his late illneTs, he would, with the 
approbation of the Houfe, make it on Monday next. Men* 
day was accordingly fixed upon. 

The Speaker then called upon Mr* Wilkes, to rfiake hrs 
promifed motion relative to aids and benevolences. He faid, 
the reafon he particularly called on the honourable gentleman 
iras, becaufe he underftood he had a motion to make, and 
then, and not till then, there would be a queftion before the 
Houfe to debate on. At prefent there was none. But if 
gentlemen will continue to converfe when notice of a. motion 
is known, he begged the Houfe would revert back to the oW 
rule, and not give any previous intimation, but accompany 
the notice with the motion rtfelf. , 

Sir Philip yennings Gierke gave notice, t;hat he would on 
Thurftay move for leave to bring in a bill for difabling con- > 
tratSors, or perfons (baring any part of the profits arifing from 
tontradls, from fitting in that Houfe. 

Mr, Alderman Wilkes. In this free country, where thd 
people have fo confiderable a ftiare in the legiflature, I hold 
it to be the duty of every man to watch over the conftitution. 
The members of this Houfe are moie particularly delegated 
fo a charge of this moment and importance. Any wilful 
negligence or inattention in us would be a breach of truft, 
Jind highly criminal. In this thorough convi6tion, I ftiall 
take the liberty of fubmitting to your confideration fome late 
proceedings, betaufe I am convinced they are, although " 
countenanced by the higheft authority, di redly repugnant to 
the genius of our laws and government. The late encroach- 
ments on the conftitution by the executive power of the flrate 
have ^either been gradual nor inconfiderable, 

Anvong the great outlines of this wcll-poifed conftitution^ 
I believe it will be acknowledged, that one of the moft ftrik- 
k)g is, the power affumcd and regularly exercifcd by this 
Houfe, of granting the money of the people, which creates 
ihe dependence of the Crown on Parliament for fupplics. 
The purfc of tfcc natioa has been fcfc^^a. ody to the con--' ' 
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troul of this branch of the legiflaturc. So that a jealoufy has 
prevailed on this occafion, that the other Houfe have never 
been fufFered to make the leaft alteration in a bill, which 
could in any way be conftrued to be a mdney bill, even by a 
fine or penalty in an enacting claufe. This, Sir, is the plaf- 
tic power of our creation. It gives us a certain, not a pre- 
carious, exiftence. It is this fingle circumftance, which, un* 
der every change of mini(lers, enfures to us the meeting an- 
nually within thefe walls. Were the land and malt taxes 
tnade permanent, could a revenue adequate to the whole an- 
nual public expence, and probable connngencie<^, with necef- 
fary ways and means, be voted by Parliament for a term of 
years, 1 (hould fufpeit the prefcnt fet of miniftcrs would ad- 
vJfe as long an intermiffion of Parliaments as took place under 
fome of the Stuarts. I do not mean, Sir, that they have novir 
any thing to dread from the tame reprefentatives of an injured 
people, whom former minifters, who held the fame princi- 
ples and condu6l, ufed to approach with fear and trembling. 
Minifters have now drawn the fting of this great popular af- 
fembly. We have k&n this very feffion fuch a fervile com- 
pliifance, fuch an extreme of contradidlion to themfelves, as 
ifaocks common &ith, and muft difgrace the majority here in 
the eyes of all Europe. No cameleon ever (hifted more fud- 
denly to the pppofite colour than they have done, from info- 
lence, intemperate rage, and war, to meekn«fs, peace, and 
jllrtioft humiliation to the Americans. 

Can any thing. Sir, be more alarming to the ^cknow-* 
Jedged right and privilege of this Houfe, than the doftrine 
lately propagated, and the prad^ice begun, of giving private 
aids, benevolences, and fubfcriptions, for public purpofes, to 
the Crown without the fandtion of Parliament? The confti- 
tution has wifely placed in the Crown the right of raifmg 
forces on a very prefling and dangerous emergency. It is a 
power neceflary for the fafety of the ftate, for the defence of 
the people. The ftrongeft check is however at the fame time 

!;iven to any improper exercife of this power. It is controul- 
ed by the neceraty of an application to Parliament for the 
nnaintenance of fuch forces. If troops could be raifed, kept 
tip, and paid, without the concurrence of this Houfe, the 
liberties of this country muft be at the mercy of the military, 
and their commander in chief, perhaps an ambitious prince. 
Our ftatute law. Sir, is not iilent on this occafion. Every 
year in the mutiny i£fc it is exprefsly declared, that, «< the 
Taifing or keeping a ftanding army within this kingdom, in 
linie of peace, untefs it be with the confent of Parltatxient^ 
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IS againft law." Bur, Sir, if the Crown can by a preroga- 
'tive, which is not difputed, raife a ftanding army, and by 
private loan?, benevolences, or fubfcriptlons, keep t;bis ftand- 
ing army on foot, no application whatever need be made to 
Parliament, Our government would ^be that of the fword, 
not of the law, to which all appeals muft be trifling and inef- 
ficacious. Parliaments are now convened to vote neceffary 
fupplies, which are regularly afked of the Commons on the 
firft day of the feflion. If government could receive them in 
any other mode than by the grants of this Houfe, the legifla- 
ture itfelf would not only lofe its moft important fundtionj 
but become unneceflary, and very foon obnoxious. The exe- 
cutive power muft be trufted with the raifing of force?, but it 
IS likewife the duty of this Houfe to their conftituents to take 
care that the number of thofe forces be fo proportioned to the 
defence of the ftate, that the fecurity of the fubjedl may be 
provided for, and yet no alarm given to a nation very juftly 
jealous of the leaft clanger to its liberties. While the military 
receive their pay from the grants of this Houfe, the mainte- 
nance of the army muft depend on the approbation of Parlia- 
ment; but if an artful or enterprifmg prince can find other 
refources, the foldier will then look up to the prince, and 
not to the reprefentatives of the people. The executive and 
legiflative power muft now concur in the meafure of keeping oi^ 
loot any number of regular troops, both in i:s firft adoption * 
and continuance, or it cannot be the a6l of all the conftituent 
parts of this government. If a dcfigning prince, hoftile, like 
moft princes, to the caufw* of liberty, Ihould be able to raife 
an army, and by foreign gold, and the mad zeal or interefted 
views of a party among us, could contrive to keep it on foot 
without the aid of Parliament, what fecurity have we for the 
prefervation of our civil rights and privileges ? The refufal of 
fupplies in this Houfe to force the dift^anding an army couid 
have no valid effe£l, for the parliamentary grants would riot 
be folicited. Future princes might govern, like the Stuarts, 
without Parliaments, by the exertion of an over^ftretched 
prerogative, and even juries be under the controul of a crowa 
officer, when the grand inqueft of the nation was fuperfeded. 

The conftitution of this country, Sir, would be wounded 
in another branch of the legiflarure, in the Houfe of Lords, 
by any grants of money, but through the medium of Parlia- 
ment. The Peers have undoubtedly the right to rejeS ^ 
money bill. They may now, by their negative, force the dif- 
banding any number of troops, which they think unneceflary, 
Qr ddn^crous to the fafety of the nation. This important pri^ 

, vilegi 
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vilege would be taken from them, if fuch a body of tropps 
were to be maintained by any private loans, benevolences, or 
fubfcriptions. The whole authority of the ftate would thus 
be abforbed in the Crowfl, and the two other branches of the 
legiflature become a mere phantom, fuppofmg even their 
forms to be preferved. 

I exped^, Sir, that it will be afked, are we not at liberty ' 
voluntarily to give our money to the Crown ? Are free gifts 
from the fubjeft to the King illegal ? There is, Sir, fcarcelj 
a country in Europe which has not groaned under the op- 
preflion of what are called free gifts. The very term is be- 
come ridiculous. Many a peafant has perifhed in a loath- 
fome dungeon, becaufe he would not be compelled to a c/oit 
gratuit. The Eoglilh hiftory fupplies innumerable inftahces 
of the cruel exaftion of what have been termed voluntary 
loans and benevolences to the King. Many families have 
been ruined under the Tudors and Stuarts, becaufe they 
would not be compelled to make free-will offerings againft 
their confent to the fovereigrt. The indifcreet ardour of a 
few begins a fubfcription, or loan, and then the reft of a na- 
tion are compelled, under pain of our utmoft royal difplea- 
fure, to the fame exertion, fometimes to their utter deftruc- 
tion. Neither can equality be obferved in fuch contribu- 
tions ; whereas the fair and equal proportion of what every 
itibjed fhould pay to the exigencies of the ftate is one of the 
moft important objeds of every legiflature. It becomes then 
the wifdom of Parliament to put a ftop to all abufes of this 
nature by an exprefs ftatute. 

I have heard, Sir, the a<St of the 13th of Charles II. men- 
tioned as an enacting law on this occaHon ; but, Sir, it by 
no means reaches the prefent cafe. That aft only provides, 
** that no commiflions or aids of this nature can be iffuei, 
out, or levied, but by authority of Parliament ; and that thfs 
a6t, and the fupply hereby granted, fliall not be drawn into 
example for the time to come," The nature of thofe aids 
aknd commiflions was by authority under the great feal of Eng« 
land, to empower certain perfons to receive fuch fubfcrip- 
tions as his Majefty's good fubje6ls (hould voluntarily offer; 
no perfon, not being a peer of this realm, in fuch offer or 
prefent, to exceed the fum of 200/. nor any peer of this 
realm the fum of 400/. Reference is always^ in this aft, to 
commiflions iflued under the great feal. The neceffity, how- 
ever, of fuch an aft at fuch a period plainly (hews the fenti- 
ment of that^ Parliament, as to the general doftrine of, loans 
and fubfcriptions, wiihout the concurrence of the Icgifl^tiire. 
i i T\\^\^ 
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There uras, Sir, fomething peculiarly offenfive to this 
Houfe in the manner and time, which the zealous partizan$ 
of a defperate adoiiniftration chofe, for the' late unconftitu« 
tional mode of railing money without confent of Parliament, 
The minifter had dictated to the niajority an adjournment of 
2 very unufual length. Immediately after, their agents were 
bufily employed in getting fubfcriptions and raifing troops, 
J'here had not been the lea ft previous intimation of the new 
plan to this Houfe, nor the ufual meflage from the Crown. 
No alarming ftatc-fymptom had recently appeared^ according 
to the apprehenfion of mipiilers. The noble Lord with the 
blue ribband [Lord North] aflured us, that he knew nothing 
€>f a treaty between America and France, nor did he believe 
its exiftence^ fo judicioufly had the immenfe fums we had 
voted for fecret fervices been applied. The Houfe adjourned 
on the tenth of December, and we have on our table a letter 
from the war-office of the x6th, in which the fecretary al 
war tells a gentleman very near me, [Sir Thomas Egerton, 
bart.l that he " was commanded by the King to acquaint 
him, that his Majefty approves of the very handibme offers 
made by the town of Manchefter, through him, for raifing a 
regiment of foot at their own expence^ the regiment to cocw 
fift of eight battalion companies, one company of grenadiers, 
. and one of light infantry." The eagernefs of the fnhabit- 
ants of that loyal town to fubfcribe, could only find a pa- 
rallel in their efforts in the year 1746, and in the fplendid 
zeal of another equally well-afFe£ted town in the fame couiw 
ty, I mean Liverpool. It appears from the fame letter, that 
the Manchefter regiment was to confift of no lefs than lOOO 
private men, befides a colonel, lieutetiant-colonel, major, 
captains, lieutenants, enfigns, feijeants, corporals, drum-* 
mers^ and fift^rs. The fame eftabliihment was to take place 
for LivcrpooL Lord Barrington promifes, in the King's 
name, that, " the officers ftiall be entitled to half-pay, in 
cafe the regiment fliall be reduced after it has been once efta- 
blifhed." This was to be conhdered as an engagement from 
the public, although without the leaft communication to 
Parliament, or confent of this Houfe, The fame promifes 
were made to all the different corps which were to be raifed 
during the late adjournment in another part of this ifland, 
where the proteftant fucceffion in the illuftrious houfe of Ha-* 
nover is now become the idul of the people. All the new^ 
raifed Scottifli regiments were to be entitled to half-pay* 
Thefe abfolute engagements for public money -to be after- 
wards voted by Parliamentj were made in dirw violation o£ 

the 
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the rights of the reprefentatives of the people, .«nd this mur* 
dered conftitution. On fuch terms the fecretary at war's 
letters on our table ftate, that Colonel Gordon's, Colpael 
Mackenzie's, Colonel Murray's, Colonel Maclean's, Lieute- 
nant Colond Campbell's, Lieutenant Colonel Mac Don« 
nell's, the Edinburgh, Glafgow, and Liverpool regiments, 
were to be raifed. Private fubfcriptions for the raiflng of 
thefe corps were at the fame time warmly folicited by the 
agents of adminiftration, and carried on with ain uncommon 
^irit, immediatdy after the adjournment for the holidays. 
Some great men had the additional douceur of ^^ the lift of the 
other gentlemen recommended through them for commifSons,, 
\>eing honoured with the royal approbation, and the fecretary's 
durance, in the King's, name, that they fliould have commif- 
lions as foon as ever the regiment was raifed ;" befides the 
bribe of the half-pay. The fecretary of ftatc, Sir, for the, 
northern department, ventured to affert, in the King's name, 
that thefe private fubfcriptions were conftitutional. In a 
ktter from that learned Lord, the Earl of Suffolk, to Sir 
John Wodehoufe, of February 17, it is faid, " I have had 
the honour of laying before the King a copy of the refolu- 
tions delivered to me / and am now to inform you, that his 
M^ajefty is fully fenfible' of the conftitutional zeal and loyal- 
ty which diftated thofe refolutions." The moft important 
pf thefe refolutions, which were agreed to at Norwich, is 
the raifing money, by a private fubfcription, for feveral 
avowed public purpofes refpe£ling the army. The fubftri- 
bers not only gave liberally from their own purfes, but pro- 
mifed to ufe their beft endeavours, and to exert their utmoft 
influence, in that county and city, towards carrying thofe 
refolutions into execution ; contrary to what has been dc- 
monft rated to be the eftablifli^d doarine of the conftitution, 
Jhat the crown cannot receive the money of the fubje<St, for 
public purpofes, but through the medium of Parliament. It 
ought^ furely, Sir, to be the confent of the whole people, by 
their reprefentatives, not the partial benevolence of a few 
inierefted individuals, in what fome, as private men, rtiajr 
imagine a common concern of the ftate, while others find it 
g lucrative job for themfelves and their dependents, by the gift 
or traffic of commiffions, with the reyerfion of half-pay for 
life, entailed on the nation. 

I confefs. Sir, that there is one circumftance, with refpeft 
fo the Manchefter, Liverpool, and fome Scottifh regiments, 
which gives mfi pleafure. I rejoice that they are to be fent 

t6 



19* PARLIAMENTARY A. 177?, 

to Gibraltar and Port Mahon, to replace the Hanoverians ; 
for I think not only the fpirit of the conftitution grofsly vio- 
lated, while the electoral troops of Hanover remain in poflef&on 
of thofe fortrefles, but the ftatute Ijw of the realm may be eva- 
ded. In the *' a(S for the further limitation of the crown, and 
better fecuring the rights and privileges of the fubjcdl,'* it is 
declared, *' that all and every perfon and pcrfons, who £hall 
or may take and inherit the faid crown, by virtue of the It-, 
teiitatiori of this prefent ac^ ; and is, are, or (hall be, recon- 
ciled to, or (hall hold communion with, the fee or church of 
Rome, or (hall profefs the Romiih religion, or (hall marry a 
Papift, (hall be fubjecl to fuch incapacities, as in fuch cafe 
or cafes are by the faid recited adl provided, ena6led, aijd 
cftabliihed.'* We all remember. Sir, a very near relation 
of the crown, the Hereditary Prince of Hefl'e, married to a 
daughter of England, openly embracing the Romifli reli- 
gion. If a mifguided prince could ever be fo far perverted- 
as to follow the religion, as well as the maxims, of the |aft 
Stuart King, and the Hanoverian troops fliould then be in 
pofTeflion of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, although the crown 
of England would be foifeited, the Elector of Hanovef 
might liill fecure the poiTeffion of thofe important fortrefles 
which belong only to the imperial crown of this realn?. I 
approve likewife the departure of thofe regiments ; for I re- 
collefl what pafFed in the march of the Scottifli rebel army 
fourhward, in 1746. I fhall be glad to hear of their ab- 
fence, becaufe 1 do not think an invafion of this country, at 
the prefent criiis, quite fo chimerical a project as the con- 
queft of America. I have read in the London Gazette, 
where truth was found in the lafl. reign, a " Hit of the rebel 
officers, in the Manchefter regiaient, taken at Carlifle," by 
the hero of Culloden. 

I am aware, Sir, that at the period to which I have alluded, 
many fubfcriptions were carried on, and regiments raifed, 
without a previous application to Parliament. At the break- 
ing out of that rebellion, the legiflative body was not fitting. 
A long prorogation in the autumn had taken place, as ufua). 
The capital of Scotland had furrendered to the rebels, even 
before the Parliament could be aflembled Never was a 
more eafy, or perhaps willing, concjueft. The rebels were 
in full march into the heart of the kingdom. Every thing 
dear and valuable to Englilhmen was at ftake. Without the 
mod vigorous exertions, the caufe of public virtue muft bare 
funk for ever. . The greatncfs of the crifis called for fuch 
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fpirtted ineafiires> as could not be warranted in times of pro* 
found peaee and pubKc tranquillity. In this fenfe only 
ought the famous paiTage in Lord Hardwicke's fpeech to fale 
underftood. The firft law of every ftate is tht fa/us popuS. 
When that Lord High Steward pafled fentence of death on 
the Scottifh peers in 1746, he obfervcd, ** Men of property, 
of all ranks and orders, crowded in with liberal fubfcriptions, 
of tl^ir own motion, beyond the examples of former times, 
mad uncompelied by any \zw ; and yet in the mod legal and 
wairantable manner, notwithftanding what has been igno- 
r^ntly and prefumptuoufly fuggefled to the contrary." He 
ddiver^ the diSfum with unufual and indecent warmth, with 
di^ furious zeal of a convert ; for of this ignorance and pre- 
fumption his Lordihip had unluckily been himfelf guilty. 
A well-known letter from him to a gentleman in Surry, a 
near relation of a worthy member [James Scawen, Efq.J 
whom I fee in his place, which is ftill extant, in the mod ex- 
prefs terms condemns all private fubfcriptions to the crown, 
for public purpofes, as abfolutely illegal. But, Sir, I con- 
fefs that I very little value the fentiments of lawyers in ge- 
neral on the great topics of government. We have^ indeed, 
in this Houfe tnree or four gentlemen of the law of the moft 
enlarged underftanding and extenfive genius ; but the com* 
tnon obfervation ftill holds good, that lawyers, of all pro- 
feffions, feem leaft to underftand the nature of government in 
. general ; like under workmen, who are expert enough at 
making a iingle wheel in a clock, but are totally ignorant 
how to adjuft the feveral parts, or regulate the movement. 
That wife and deeply-learned Whig, Lord Hardwicke's pro- 
feflfed model, the great Chancellor Somers, would not, I be* 
lieve, have delivered fuch a dodirine as law. Yet, Sir, in 
my humble idai, thofe fubfcriptions were not only judigable, 
but meritorious, I will venture to fay patriotic; for they 
tended to the falvation of the country. Perhaps, Sir, after 
th^ extindion of that wicked, unprovoked rebellion, wt 
Ought to have adted as we did in the cafe of the embargo on 
an ihips laden with wheat or wheat flour, in September 1766. 
The order of the King and council was certainly irre- 
gular, illegal; but it faved the people from famine; and 
therefore was fandliohed by an a£l of the whole legiflature# 
The preamble of that indemnity bill fays, " Which ofder 
€ouId not be }u(lified by law ; but was fo much for the fer^ 
vkp of the public, and fo neceflary for the fafety and prt« 
'lervation of his Majefty's fubje&s, that it ought Xm be juftified 
■by aft of ParHtment,** 
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I expeft, Sir, to hear it obje£ted, that the prefent time is 
by no means a proper feafon for fuch a motion; as we are 
probably on the eve of a war with France, and the whole 
Houfc of Bourbon. -This objedlion will have no weight 
with me ; for no man can be more zealous to ftrengthen the 
hands of gavcrnment, even to ftrain every nerve of the ftate, 
in a juft war againft France, our ancient enemy, the comi- 
mon enemy of the liberties of Europe, I would, howev^er, 
do it in a parliamentary way, I wiQi this Houfe, in a good 
caufe, to grant the ampleft fupplies againft that ambitious^ 
formidable, and encroaching power \ although I think the 
prefent minifters wholly inexcufable in being thus long 
• duped by ilimfy pretexts and unmeaning verbal afliirances. 
The meffage to this Houfe of March 17 tells us, that the 
conduct of France is " contrary to the moft folemn aflfur- 
ranees, and fubverfive of the laws of nations." Thofe moft 
folemn aflurances deceived none but the credulous court of 
England, and the minifters on the other fide of the Houfe, 
who wifhed to be deceived. As to the law of nations, in 
my opinion, it clearly juftified the condudl of France. I 
call on any gentlemen, the deepeft read in Grotius, Pufienr 
dorff, and the other writers on the rights of war and peaces 
and the law cf nations, to prove, from a (ingle pafTage, that 
the French ambafiador's late declaration is fubverfive of the 
law of nations. The United States of America were^ ^ 
the conclufion of the late treaty, on a footing with all other 
ftates*. They had, by the moft public ^<Sts, with z full chorus 
of applaufe from almoft the whole northern hemifphere, 
aiTerted their independency, of which they had at that time 
Jiear two years full pofleffion. The prefent condu£k of 
France to America likewife receives the fulleft juftificatioa 
from the former condu6t both of England and France tp 
Holland and Portugal, when they feparated from the Spanilh 
monarchy, and became independent ftates* We both went 
further than France has done in this inftance, France zxA 
England, at that time, furnifhed entire regiments, fbips of 
war, ammunition, and all warlike ftores, to the revolted fuhr 
je£ls of the Spanifli monarch. The immediate caufe of 
complaint, at the prefent period, is only that Fn^ice has 
concluded' a treaty of amity and commerce with America, 
Is this an unjuft aggrefSon on England i Is this a juft caufe 
of hoftilities on our fide, and will it warrant the involving 
this country, as well sis France, in all the horrors and cala- 
mities of wfur ? France feems, indeed, to be taking a dreadful 
fevenge o|i ms, by (ecuxing to hecCelf th^ co^nmerce of A"H^ 

xSct 



A. 1778. DEBATES. 195 

rica as an indemnity for all (he fuiFered during the laft war; 
but, in the treaty, ihe has afled according to the law of na* 
tions. Yet, Sir, if we muft be forced into a war, I do not 
defpond. With the fame great minifter, who fo glorioufly 
conducted that war, and the fame noble efforts in the people, 
I (hould not doubt of equally brilliant fuccefs, provided we 
had peace with America, to whom, in no fmall degree, we 
owe what fhare of confideration we have among the powers 
of Europe. The navy of this country, which is its fureft 
bulwark, owes its greatnefs to our colonies, has <^ grown with 
their growth, and ftrengthened with their ftrength \** a navy 
which has ungratefully and barbafoufly laid their towns in 
a(hes* Trade and commerce, the fupport of moft nations^ 
the chief care of the wifeft, have derived their late vigour 
and fpirit from America. What dreadful commercial cala- 
mities have we fufFercd fmce the unhappy conteft with 
her f If (he joins the whole Houfe of Bourbon againft us^ 
I fhall begin to be alarmed for our own independence; at 
Icaft, the power and glory of England, which have not, till 
this fatal period, withered, like a fair flower, nor been mowed 
by the fcythe of all-devouring Time, that ftrikes empires 
from their root, be in danger of being cut ofF by the fword 
of her juftly incenfed oflSpring. We have been found un- 
equal to the conteft with America alone. A Congrcfs, wor- 
thy of Rome while Rome was free, tumidas contudit minas 
of an infolent minifter, and the venal majority of a Britifh 
Parliament. All our minifters, Sir, have been grofsly ig- 
norant as to the real ftrength of that vaft northern continent. 
Even the great man, who is now removed into the other 
Houfe, delivered a very weak and ill-founded opinion here, 
in the debate on the repeal of the accurfed ftamp-ad, that 
" the force of this country could crufti America to atoms." 
The force of this country, aided by Heftians, Hanoverians^ 
and all the other German mercenaries, has effeSed nothing 
but unfoldier-like retreats in three years. The united force 
' of Europe, Sir, cannot cruflx America to atoms, if we conftder 
the natural ftrength of the various component parts of that 
immenfe continent. Peace, peace, therefore, with America, 
ought to be our objeft. Force has been found as unavailing 
as ill-direcfted. 

I fear our conduft has cemented the union between Ame- 
rica and France. Since the affair of General Burgoyne, 
and the French acknowledgment of their independence, it 
cannot be fuppofed that the Americans will ever think of re- 
turning to a dependence on this country. The ex^erimeat^ 
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how€vtF, Sir, might be made, of endeavouring to detach the 
United States from France, by an acknowledgment of theiir 
independence, and a league of more than amity, and com<» 
l^erce, a treaty oSenfive and defenfive with the mother-* 
country. The fame religion, langgage, laws, love of liberty, 
|he fame common ftock and, progenitors, the gitius Latinum 
4lbanique patres^.^ reciprocity of the important interefts of 
commerces all thefe might confolidate the bafe of a firmer^ * 
more compaA alliarce than ever yet was formed between 
$wo empires. But, alas! perhaps thefe are only pleafing 
vifions, mere phantoms of the imagination, unfubftantij^ 
mockeries, and the reality will be an obftinate and bloody 
war,' to be concluded, poiHbly, even in this reign, in a farther 
^ifmemberment of the Britifh monarchy. I heartily wifby 
Sir^ a war with France could be avoided, I know we vf 
unprepared, and that the people have no confidence in go« 
vernment. They have even a horror of minifters, who have 
)oft more than half our empire. The provocation of the 
d^y cannot juftify a war. The treaty is only of amity and 
ppmmerce with America, not of hoftility againft Great 
Britain, or any power. England, in my opinion, ought to 
have done what France has done. But has (he. Sir, aded 
againft us in ai manner to juftify hoftilities on our part? 1$ 
the principle or the policy of our condud: quite afcertained to 
be juft, wife, or expedient ? An ignorant and incapable fet of 
minifters have brought us into fo difgracefiil a fituation that 
we can neither proceed with fafety, nor retreat with honour. 
}n fu(ph contempt is this nation now held, that even Portugal| 
which was lately almoft a province of this kingdom, looks 
down upon us with infolence. 

Sir, the fpirit of liberty is a fpint of jealoufy. It ought to 
be more fo than ever at the prefent «ra, which feems pecu« 
liarly fatal to the caufe of public freedom in Europe, while 
it is vidorious in the weftern world. Every man, who 
wifl)es well to the free EngliQi government, muft be alarmed 
for its fafety, when he reflects on the fate of the neighbour^ 
ing nations, of the moft confiderable ftates. A late event 
ought always to be in the perfpe£tive of the true lovers of 
public liberty. The kingdom of Sweden, one of the freeft 
monarchies in the world, ha.s recently fallen under the galU 
ing yoke of defpotifm, by the treachery and perjury of its 
king. The moft folemn legal obligations, and explicit corner 
padts, enforced, as it was fuppofed, by the moft facred fane* 
tion (;f oaths, were found infufficient to fecure the libiertief 
pf thit hnvt people from the iiwafion of the military; at 
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die inftigatioiii and by the comnnand, of a monarch to whom 
every (^cm of fraud and deceit feems familiar* No fbve-* 
reign, in any age or country, ever made ftronger and lefs 
equivocal promifes to his people, cemented by all the holy 
lies of religion. The Ipeeches from the throne always held 
out a profound veneration for the lawS| an inviolable at** 
UKrhment to the eftablifhedconftitution. The pious hypo*^ 
qrice no( only exprefled his own abhorrence of arbitrary 
power, but declared that he would confider thofe as the worn: 
enemies of his perfon and government, as the vileft traitor? 
to their country, who (hould, in •any way, and under any 
pretence, feek to add to his power, or to introduce an unli- 
ttiited authority in his perfon. He even pretended to think 
k J^is greateft glory to be the firft ciitrzen of a free country ; 
mnd he afierted, that to govern it free and independent was 
his higfaeft ambition. He repeatedly, with great parade, 
reniinded the Swedifli nation of the oaths he had taken to 
them, and the excellence of the conflitution to which he was 
16 religioufly attached ; while at the fame time he was me-» 
^itatine the means of enflaving his people. By the aflift"* 

JQce m the army he has acquired the moft abfoluce and 
efpotic power. According to the new form of govern- 
ment, the ftates of Sweden cannot aflemble but by the 
royal permiffion. The King is to chufe the fenate. They 
have no right to delrberate upon any thing but what the 
King pleafes to lay before them. If the contributions are 
not granted within three months, the old are to remain. In 
cafes of neceffity the King may impofe taxes till the ftates 
are alfembled. There would have been no neceffity for this, 
if a flavifh party among his own fubje£ts had been willing 
and able, by any private aids, loans, benevolences, or fikb- 
fcriptions, to put it in his power to fupport a military efta-« 
Uilhment, and to raife new levies at bis pleafure. He, as 
Well as the Sovereign of England, has the fole difpofition of 
the army, navy, and all employments civil and military. 

The perjured Sovereign' of Sweden, by the affiftance of 
only a (mail part of the military, has enfiaved his people^ 
and made himfelf the abfolute* tyrant of a limited monarchy 
in which he was born and educated, and Whofe conftitution 
he was fworn to prefipjrye.* 

I khow^ 
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* In the King of Sweden's fpeech at the opening of the 
diet, on the a5th of June, 1771* he declare<^ ^^ Born and 
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I knoW) Sir, that in the important motion, which I have 

the honour of fubmitting to the Houfe, I ftand on the firm, 

•* educated 2Lmong you, I learned from my early youth to love 
** my country, to confider it as my greateft happinefs that / 
*^was a Swede 'i as my greateft glory, that I was the firft citi- 
** zen of a free peeplc. To fee this nation happy, is my firft 
** objeft ; to govern Tifree and independent people, the height 
" of my ambition. Do not fuppofe thefe are vain words, 
•* 'contradifted perhaps by the fecret fentiments of my heart* 
" They are the true pifiures of a heart glowing with the moft 
** ardent love for glory, and for my country — J heart too ho- 
^^ neft to didate what it does not feel, too fraud ever to reeedi 
^^ from an engagement** On the 28th of February, \^*^%^ his 
Swediih Majeiiy folemnly confirmed by oath, and his (igna- 
turc, the twenty- four articles of the A£l of Bond or obligation 
to the people, 

Mr. Sheridan fays, the Kingy who that morning [Aug. 19, 

1772] rofe from his bed themojl limited prince in Europe y in the 

Jpace of two hours rendered himfelfno lefs abfolute at Stockholm^ 

than the French Monarch is at Verfailks^ or the Grand Seignior 

at Conftantinople. Page 300. 

Since the eftablifhment of the |ate form of government, in 
the year 1720, the Swedes have hitherto beheld only^ir^/^wrx 
on the throne, Frederic the Firft, and Frederic Adolphus. 

^ A Hiftory of the late Revolution in Sweden; by Charles 

Francis Sheridan, Efq. of Lincoln^s- Inn, and Secretary 

to the Britifti Envoy in Sweden, at the time of the 

late Revolution. 

The King of Sweden was congratulated in the higheft 

ftrains of flattery by the courts of France and England, which 

perfedUy agreed in their joy on this viftory over liberty. 

The French Gazette gave a falfe and partial account of this 

inglorious revolution^ which was faid to be peu preparie^ and 

obferved, " tout manquoit a fa Majeft6 Suedoife ; elle ne s'eft 

pas manquee a elle meme ; fa prudence, fa fermete, fon^audacc, 

difons mieux, fa vertu a fuppl^e a tout. Les Senateursj^tkm^ 

bles dans leur falle ordinaire etoient aux fenctres lorfque des 

officiers vinrent leur apporter Tordre de refler tranquilles dans 

I'appartement — ils voulurent repliquer, mais leur pouvoir 

^iftocratique n'impofoit plus;ils durent ob6ir. 

. The prefent King of Sweden was in Paris at the time of 

%is father's death,in February, 1771. It is agreed, that he 

phnncd in that capital the ruin of the liberties of his country. 
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conftitutional ground of Englifh liberty^ and the Hghts of 
Parliament, I therefore particularly claim, and call for, the 
fupport and affiftance of thofe whom 1 love and venerate, the 
real Whigsj and friends of this excellent conftitution. They 
are naturally jealous of every infringement on the peculiar 
privileges of this Houfe, as the reprefentatives of all the Com- 
mons. The fundamental rights of Engliflimen have always 
been their peculiar care. Any acceffion of power to the dan« 
gerous influence of the crown, without the fand^ion of Parlia« 
ment, they muft reprobate. In this cafe, our rery exiftence, 
as a legiflative bddy, is brought into jeopardy. From every 
principle of duty to the free fyftem of government under 
which we live, and even of felf-prefervation, this motion 
ought to be fupported; and, in confequence, I hope fot 
unanimity, when I fupplicate the Houfe^ ^* that leave ht 
siven to bring in a bill, more eiFedually to prevent the 
dangerous and unconftitutional pradice of giving, or grant- 
ing money to the crown^ as a private aid, loan,^ benevolence, 
or fubfcription, for public purpofes, without the confent Of 
Parliament.*' 

Sir Thomas Egerton thanked the honourable gentleman, for 
taking notice of his letter; faid, the people of Manchefter 
were as loyal fubjedls as any the King had} and >\hat induced 
them to fubfcribe, or propofe to raife a regiment, was to aflift 
his Majefty in aflerting and maintaining the juft rights of the 
conftitution. It was true, fome of the people of Manchefter 
were in rebellion in 1745 ; but he thought it extremely un- 
generous to rake up the aflies and faults of the dead, as a 
ground of throwing the moft unjuft calumnies on the living. 
He faid, the number engaged in the unhappy affair alluded to, 
were comparatively few that lived near the townj and could 
affirm, from his own knowledge, that, as there were no people 
more perfonally attached to the perfon of the King, fo there 
were none who were more eager or ready to fupport the rights 
of the conftitution. 

Mr. Burkt faid, Britifh liberty would be but a mere fha- 
dow, if the King on the throne could either legally or con- 
ftitutionally raife troops without the confent of Parliament. 
There were cafes of emergency, when the fafety of the ftatc 
depended upon a timely and conftitutional exercife of the pre^* 
rogative; fuch.as in the cafe of an invaiion, dearth, &c. but 
pending the fitting of Parliament, he held any attempt to raife 
troops, without a confent dire(^ or implied, no better than a 
royal ufurpation of jparliamentary rights. He faid^ a fupinte 

O4 xie(^ 
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nefS) a political ftupor, had feized Parliament^ atid that wc 
DOW feemed to be juft ripe for ruin. 

Lord Nugent fpoke a few words ; faid the vote of credit w^ 
^ full, legal, and conftitutional authority for the meafure. 

The queftion being put, the motioa was negatived by n 
majority of 71 to 40. 

Lord North gave notice, that he would to-morrow move 
to have fome allowance made to fubfcribers So the loan, in 
order to make up the lofs fuftained by them, on account pf 
the event which took place before their firft payment wi^ 
made ; alluding to the notification delivered by the French 
ambaflador. 

Mr» Byng faid, he never heard of fuch — ^he was goiog to 
jEiy, fo barefaced a propoficion, or inipofition. This, ipdeed^ 
would- be a precedent, with a witnefs, for all fucceediog 
minifters. Did not the noble Lord tell the Houfe, with his 
ufual confidence and tone of authority, what great advantage 
he had given iiabfcribers ; and had he the face to come now, 
to put his hand into the national pocket, in order to recoav- 
penfe his friends, who had, as a mark of favour, of private 
and p^liamentafy kindnefs, got great fums in the loan ? Was 
the noble Lord to have (harcd the profits, if there were any; 
and was the nation only to be the (barer of the loffes ? 

Mr» Baier faid, he was aftooifbed at the noble Lord's. te- 
merity, and his confequent contempt of Parliament y it was, 
indeed, beyond endurance. He would put a queftion to the 
noble Lord : Suppofe, as bad often been the cafe, in former 
loans, that the fubfcribers had made three, five, or eight per 
cent, would the fubfcribers come to his Lordfhip, or that 
Houfe, and refund the difference ? Would they come to the 
bar, and tell the chair. Our gains have been exorbitant y we 
run no rifque ; we might win, but could not lofe ; and we ate 
now, as a matter of right and juflice, ccme to make a tender 
of our profits ? 

Mr. £«ri^ was equally fevere on the minifter. He con- 
tended, that the idea of loans was ridiculous, if this was to be 
the efFe£^ofthem. 

Lord Nhrih replied, he thought the proportion but juft) as 

the event alluded to had happened before the firfl fubfcription. 

. If the fubfcribers were to be the fufferers, it would be out of 

the power of any minifter to raife a loan at a future time upoin 

any critical occafion. 

Mr* Grenville faid, the noble Lord knew> at the time the 
4. budget 
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budget was opened, that the event would happen in a few 
days, aad before the day that the firft payment was to be 
made. He dared fay, the noble Lord would hardly deny it ; 
and if he knew, be would reprefs his feelings, and leave it to 
the Houfe to fix upon an epichet fui^ed to fuch a condudl ; 
the Houie might find but a name, he could not, for the pait 
the noble Lord had aded. He faid, he would move a fimilar 
motion to that he moved before — >for an addrefs to his Ma- 
jcfty, to lay before the Houfe copies of all letters received 
from our ambaflador at the court of Paris, &c. relative to the 
treaty entered into between France and America. 

Sueftion put ; Houfe divided $ Aye§ 45; Noes 66. 
oufe then went into committee on the houfe-tax bill, Mr. 
C.Gilbert in the chair. 

Sir George Hinge fpoke againft the principle of the bill ; faid, 
the tax was unequaL 

Mr. Byng faid, it was in every fenfe a land-tax ; that fome 
places already pay 4s. 6d. land-tax, particularly the parifh in 
-IM^ich herefided. 

• Sir Grey Oeoper faid, it would not operate as a land-tax, for 
gentlemen might pay it optionally ; they might live in lefs 
houfes, or refide abroad, but cannot (hift or avoid the land* 
tax. People in general of all defcriptions would live in 
•houfes fuited to t^\v fortunes. 

Mr. Byn£ moved, that houfes rented at lol. a year, and 
under, (hould not pay. 

Sir Cecil Wray was of the fame opinion. 
Mr. Burke faid, there were many fmall freeholders who 
«wned houfes of 61. or 81. a year, who worked harder, and 
were much poorer* than many that paid rent, and were only 
day- labourers. 

Queftion put, and negatived by a majority of 69 to 5 r. 
Moved, that houfes at 7I. and under be exempted. Com- 
mittee divided ; Ayes 61, Noes 68. 

Sir Geerge Tonge moved, that houfes let at 61. and under 

fliQuld not pay. Obferved, that the miififter had produced 

. no information of the fum any particular defcription of 

houfes would bring in ; faid, fuch a negle£l was (hameful, arid 

was treating Parliament with indecency and contempt. 

Sir Grey Cooper faid, the charge of negleft was ill founded ; 
if the noble Lord, or adminiftration, had been remifs in their 
duty, they were ready to fubmit their conduft to the judg- 
ment of the Houfe, but not to individuals. 

Sir 
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Sir George Tonge faid, he did not mean individuals ; nor did 
he know before, ihat the honourable gentleman was the tax- 
mini iler. \ 

Mr. Powys for the motion; Colonel Onflow againftit; 
Mr. F. Cornwall and Mr. Byng fpoke for the motion. 
Queftion put ; Ayes 58, Noes 81. 

Mr. Sawbridge faid, it was fuppofed the tax would raife 
200, oool. out of which 180, oool. would be raifcd in the me- 
tropolis. 

Then motion for 5I, 5s, per annum ; Ayes 57, Noes 83* 
Then for si. is. Ayes 58, Noes 85. 

Lord Ongley in favour of the tax, and recommended one on 
public houfes, which he faid would bring in 70, oool. a year. 

At twelve o'clock the minority moved to adjourn. For the 
queftion 27, againft it 49. 

Proceeded till one o'clock, and adjourned. 
Jpril 3. 

In committee' on the houfe-tax bill, feveral amendment 
were propofed and rejefted. Sir Grey Cooper propofed to 
tax the farm-houfes. 

Mr. Powys called upon Lord North, and reminded him of 
his opinion, that farm- houfes were not a proper objeft of taxa- 
tion, yet he had now broke his word, and changed hi^ opi- 
nion.— He faid, if aperfon renced land to which a large houfe 
was attached, he would be liable to be taxed to the eftimated 
value, though perhaps he did not occupy one fourth of it. 

Sir George Tonge faid to the fame purport, and obferved, 
that a houfe might be taxed at an higher value than the far- 
mer actually paid for houfe and land. 

Lord North faid, he never entertained a fecond opinion on 
thefubjefi; that he felt the objedion againft taxing farm 
houfes, but he did not fee how the line could be drawn, v^ith- 
out fo far, as it went, defeating the tax. — If any gentleman 
could propofe a medium, he profeiTed himfelf willing to adopt 
it. 

Sir Richard Sutton offered an amendment to the claufe, 
that houfes coming within the dcfcription alluded to (hould 
be taxed at the rate of ten pounds per annum, and no more i 
and that farm houfes, rated at a lower rent, (hould be ex- 
ennpted* 

The claufe was agreed to without any oppofition, and the 
bill being gone through, the Chairman ordered to report the 
bill and amendments. 

A8 
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As foon as the Speaker took the chair Lord Narth informed 
the Houfe, that the propofition he promifed to fubmit to the 
Houfe relative to indemnifying the fubfcribers to the loan that 
day> he propofed to defer till fome day in the courfe of the 
pext week. — He obferved, that the Houfe was thin, but if 
there had been a full attendance, he ihould have poftponed it 
for a few days. 

Mr. David Hartley faid, he wifhed that the noble Lord 
would entirely lay afide all further thoughts of his intended 
propoiicion ; . for whatever other objedions, in point of oeco- 
uomy, or otherwife, there might be againft it, there was one 
which to him was amply fufficient ; that he forefaw it would 
be highly injurious to public credit. 

Sir George Tonge adopted the fame opinion, and moved, that 
the lift of the names fent from the treafury to the bank, of 
thofe who were to have fcrip ; and the lift returned from the 
bank to the treafury, ihewing who had paid the ten per cent, 
be laid before that Houfe. 

. After a few words private convertation with Lorth North, 
Mr. David Hartley rofe a fecond time, and faid he wifhed the 
honourable gentleman would withdraw his motion for the 
prefent, and fee whether the noble Lord would perfift in his 
firft intention, that of making the propofition. — He hoped the 
noble Lord would think better of it. — It would caufe great 
confuiion in the firft inftance, and prevent the people from 
relying on ads of parliament, relative to money tranfa£tions, 
in future. 

Sir George Tonge withdrew his motion, and the Houfe ad- 
journed to the 6th. 

April 6. 
- Mr. Robin/on reported the houfe-tax bill with the amend- 
ments. 

yir^Byng moved an amendment to Sir Richard Sutton's 
amendment, that houfes of ten pounds a year be inferted as 
taxable inftead of five pounds and upwards. He faid, this 
became neceflary, as the farmer who rented two or three hun- 
dred acres of land was exempted, while a poor, labouring man 
that rented a houfe at five or fix pounds, and did not occupy 
even a half of that, but let it out in rooms to perfons of his 
own defcription, would be obliged to pay, or be fubjed to have 
his bed taken from under him, and fold to pay the tax. 

Sir George Tonge declared himfelf of the fan\e opinion; faid, 
be difliked the power vefted in the^ furveyor, to afcertain the 
rent of houfes at his own difcretion* 

Mr. 
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lAuBalAvin faid, as the public &ith had been pledged to 
thofe who fubfcribed, he inuft vote for the btil as k ftood re-) 
ported, unlefs thofe who propofed to diminifll the fund for 
paying the annuities to the public creditors would dibftitute 
fbme other tax by way of equivalent. 

The queftion was put for the amendment, and carried by % 
majority of 77 to 70. 

Sir WilUam Meredith rofe, and ftated the grounds of hts 
promifed motion. He defcanted on the feveral obaoxiouf 
a^ paffed fince the year 176^^, pointing out their deftrudtve 
tendency one by one. He faid, every ftep towards a recoh« 
ctliation with our colonies would prove fruirlefe, without a 
full, open, and unequivocal repeal. It was his fincere c^iniony 
that America would never accept of our friendfliip, ui)le(s it 
was founded upon ^ bafis of intereft, equally broad and com- 
prehenfive with what they were likely to draw from their 
prefent connexion with France. If we made ofiers of a 
fimilar nature with France, moft certainly America would 
give Great Britain the preference. Our brethren, defcended 
from the fame ftock, fpeaking the fame language, profeffiAg 
nearly the fame religion, and formed to the fame fludies, ha- 
bits, and purfuits, we had every chance to fucceed and to rivsi 
France, fliould the Colonies nnd an equal intereft, by giving 
way to their prejudices, and their native affeftion for the pa« 
rent ftate. He faid, that other nations would be jealous of 
their manufia(3ures and commodities ; Sweden of her iron | 
Denmark of her timber ; Ru/Iia of her naval ftores : in fhort) 
every power to the northward. He advifed not to fend out 
the conmiiffioners with their prefent powers. To give power 
to fufpend, and not repeal, was doing next to nothing ; or even 
repealing the reft, and leave the declaratory law ftanding, and 
the fame difficulty would recur. For fuppofe commiffionerf 
fhould be authorifed to affure the Congrefs, that the declara- 
tory aa would be repealed, what poflible fecurity could tht 
Congrefs have for «he performance, Parliament being ftill at 
liberty to difierit, though America (hould agree to conciliate t 
He then moved, That an a<a of the 6th of the prefent King, 
intituled, " An aft for the better fecuring the dependency <rf 
his Majefty's dominions in America upon the crown and 
parliament of Great Britain** might be read. It was read. 
He then moved. That leave be given to bring in a bill to re- 
peal the faid a<^« 



Mr. 
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Mr. P. Burrel fecondedthe motion. He defcribed the ftate 
of our fleets, armies, finances, negotiations, in ftrong colourSt 
and warmly prefTed the neceffity of a repeal. 

Mr. Poviys fpoke for the repeal. 

Mr. Fielde (aid, he approved of the principles of the decla-. 
ratory a6i ; but obferved, that the whole American fyftem and 
plan, laid down and purfued by adminiftration, had been talcea 
from the Marquis de Montcalm's letters. 

Sir Cecil Wray. Was I of opinion with the honourable 

gentleman who fpoke laft, I fhould be againft the queftion for 
2ie repeal of the declaratory a&. If this country has fuch a 
right, I do not apprehend fuch a repeal would have any eiied;. 
tt would leave us in diredtly the fame ftate in which we novr 
are fuppofed to be, fully pofTeiTed of it, though for reafons of 
convenience we might wiQi not to talk of it at preient. 

But, Sir, I give my vote for the queftion under a fincere 
convi^ion, that the declaration contained in the a<^ is fo far 
from being true, that the very reverfe of it is fo, and that the 
Parliament of Great Britain has no power to pal's laws bind« 
iog America in any cafe whatfoever. 

When America was firft fettled, the whole right to con- 
queft, difcovery, and divifion of lands was in the King ;— ^t 
was in his power to grant them to any body, and on any con* 
dition. This power he ufed in America in all cafes without, 
and in fome againft, the confent of Parliament, who never in* 
deed fuppofed that fuch feudal rights were vefted in them. 

Ac what time the King gave up or Parliament ufurped thefe 
rights is not now my bufmefs to inquire; but I muft main- 
tain that, unlefs America had confented to fuch a ceffion, 
America is not bound by it, but her rights remain the fame as 
when fit ft eftabliflied by her charters. 

A late deciiion in the King's Bench fully eftablifhes this 
dodlrine. The King may lay any impofitions on a conquered 
country by his own authority, till he has by proclamation or 
otherwife given up that power by eftablifliing another. 

Had I thought this a(5t declaratory of the real power of 
Parliament, 1 ihould have voted for the repeal of the obnoxious 
avl:s, on the idea of their inexpediency ; but thinking, as I do, 
that the Parliament of Great Britain has no power to pafs 
laws binding America in any cafe whatfoevcr^ I fhall certainly 
concur with my honourable friend in voting for the repeal of. 
the declaratory a£i^ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Graves moved, that the debate be adjourned to that 
day two months. It was agreed to. 

April J. 

The Houfein committee, Lord Middleton in the cbair^ to 
take into confideration the afts of Parliament relating to the 
trade of Ireland^ 

Earl Nugent^ on whofe motion the committee had been 
formed, opened the bufinefs. From a long feries of unfbaken 
loyalty, the Irifti, he faid, were entitled to every encourage- 
ment which good and faithful fubjefts could deferve, and a 
wife and grateful government could give ; oppreffive laws 
had hrtherto been their only reward : he did not, however, 
mean to complam ; if he did, his generous countrymen would 
dtfavow his complaints : they now fee Great Britain in diftrefs i 
that filences their refentment ; and, forgptful of their wrongs, 
unfolicited they now make a tender of their lives and fortunes 
for our fervice. If our narrow policy had not kept them low, 
they would fend over fomething more fubftantial than addrefies ; 
we {hould fee their armies arrive here for our defence. Would 
the Parliament of Great Britain fuffer every fentiment of gra- 
titude and juftice to be inaftive in their breads ? Would they 
become deaf to the voice of policy ? He trufted, he was fure, 
they would not ; and he had not a doubt but the Houfe would 
give ample proof that they were not void of difcernment to 
fee, nor of inclination to reward merit. He had taken a view 
of all the laws which bare hard on Ireland, and, trufting to the 
juftice and h'umanity of the Houfe, he had drawn up a few re- 
folutions which he hoped the committee would adopt. Some 
oppofition would, he feared, arife from a quarter from which 
he could never have expecSled it, he meant from the Weft- 
India planters, but could not conceive why they fhould oppofe 
a relaxation of the trade laws refpedling Ireland ; he knew fe- 
veral gentlemen who had plantations in the iflands ; they told 
him, that they could alledge nothing againft the expediencyof 
the meafure he was now about to propofe. He difcoveied, in- 
deed, that the planters were much in the power of the mer- 
chants here j that the two and a half commiffion on the fugars 
exported from this kingdom to Ireland was too lucrative 
to be given up. He did not doubt but the Houfe would dif . 
regard any oppofition from fuch felfifti views ; he would not, 
however, have any thing in his motions which could pofHbly 
be oppofed ; he would make them in fuch a manner, as he 
hoped would gain them the unanimous approbation of the 

comniittee^ 
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committee; a circumftancethat would make the propofed in- 
dulgence to the Irifli the more agreeable to that people, and 
challenge all their gratitude. 

His Lordfhip then moved, that the Irifli might be permit- 
ted to fend on board of Hritifli veiTels, navigated according to 
law, to the coaft of Africa, and our fettlements abroad, all 
forts of Iri(h manufadures, woollen and woollen cloths onl/ 
excepted. 

Mr. Pelham profefled himfelf a well-wiflier to Ireland ; and 
faid, that no man had a greater refpecl for that kingdom thaa 
he had ; he was not, however, without his doubts, that the 
prefent meafure would be highly detrimental to the manu&c* 
tures of this country ; the taxes in Ireland being low, and 
labour cheap, the Irifh would be able to underfell us, and 
thereby ruin feveral of our trading towns. 

Lord Beauchamp begged leave to fet the honourable gen« 
tleman right. The taxes in Ireland were many and high ; 
and, proportionally to the means of paying them, conttderablj 
greater than in England. Some gentlemen who had travelled 
into Ireland, had, from the opulence of its metropolis, and the 
unbounded hofpitality of the people of faihion, formed very 
unjuft ideas of the real ftate of the kingdom : it was reduced 
by oppreflive laws to a wretched (ituation ; their loyalty was, 
however, fuperior to every other fclfifli confideration 5 they faw 
nothing but our danger; and though our ads had bani(hed 
into foreign countries numbers of their brethren, and left 
them in a miferahle flate, ftill th^y were willing to ftrain every 
nerve to ferve us in the moment of diftrefs : a braver, more 
generous, and more loyal people was not to be found ; he 
flattered himfelf, therefore, that they would be treated by the 
Houfe according to their high defer ts. 

Sir Thomai Egerton was of opinion, that this kingdom would 
fufFer by its indulgence in this point ; the manufactures of 
Lancafliire, in particular, would be ruined ; and that countjr 
alone would, as he was informed, )ofe one hundred thoufand 
pounds per annum in the article of checks only, if the meafure 
now propofed fhould pafs into a law. 

Mr. T, Toivnjhind exprefled his warm approbation of the 
motion ; was happy to fee the mift of prejudice begin todif- 
perfe; would be happy to give the meaiure a broader bot- 
tom : though as Aedfaft a Proteftant as any gentleman in the 
Houfe, he declared he (bould be glad to fee fome means 
adopted to grant fuch indulgences to the Roman Catholics 
pf Ireland, as might attach that great body of men to the 

prefent 
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prefent government : their afIe6tions had been alienated ; ho 
wtflied to recall them by indulgent behaviour. He hated the 
Romifh religion for its perfecuting fpirit; he would not on 
Ifhat account wifti to be a perfecutor. ' 

Lord Narfh adrerdng to what Mr. Town(hend had faidi 
declared he would with all his heart concur in any meafare 
that could tend to anfwer fo defirable an end ; but it was not 
their province ; it was the province of the Parliament of 
Ireland : the laws which were fo fevere againft the Roman 
Catholics had originated there, and redrefs of domeftic 
grievances (hould of right originate likewire from them ; and 
he was of opinion, that the Iriifh Parliament would fee where 
the grievance lay, and redrefs it, for there was not any where 
e people of more liberal fentiments than the Irifli, 

The penal laws of Ireland were the confequences of appre« 
henfion, which, however groundlefs, always adopts the moft 
cruel and fevere policy. The Itilh complained, and com* 

flained with juflice. Leaving to the candour of their owi| 
Parliament to grant fuch jndulgence to the Roman Ca^ho)ic$ 
as their loyalty defer ves, he requefted the Houfe would agree 
to that which was in their power, and their province : to re* 
lax the trade laws would benefit the Irifh, and ultimately 
jenrich ourfelves ; embarked in the fame caufe with us, they 
could not be called our rivals in trade, but their rivals were 
our rivals. The exception of woollen cloths he would 6y 
nothing to-, it might not, perhaps, be juft ; but it was a 
point given up by the Irifli, and confiimed by an amient 
compadt : if it (hould be found in the courfe of the proceed* 
ings on this bufinefs that any other exceptions were neceflary, 
the Houfe no doubt would make them. Upon the whole^ 
the motion (hould meet his hearty concurrence. 
On the queftion being put, it was carried nem. con. 
Lord Nugent then made another motion, That the Irifil 
tnight be permitted to import all forts of ware and mcrchan- 
dife from the coaft of Africa and plantations abroad, indigo^ 
tobacco, and fugar only excepted. The word fugar was in- 
ferted by his Lordfhip, merely to prevent an oppofition from 
the Wcft-India merchants ; but on the motion of Lord New-r 
haven, it was left out, and the motion pafTed nem. con. 
' Lord Nugent again moved. That glafs maAufadured in Irci. 
land might be exported by the Iri(h, except into Great Bri% 
tain; and that Iriih cotton yarn might be imported duty-free 
into Great Britain. 

Thefe motions pa(red unanimou(ly. • 
■ . Mr, 
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Mr. Burke then moved. That Irifll fail-cloth might be im- 
ported into this kingdom duty-free. This motion likewiile 
pafled nem^ con. 

April 8. 
Lord North acquainted the Houfe^ that he had a meflage 
from hi's Majefty, and he prefcnted the fame to the Houle, 
and it was read by Mr. Speaker, and is as folioweth, viz* 

« G E O R G E R. 

" HIS Majefty being reftrained by the laws now in being, 
from making provifion for his younger children out of the 
hereditary revenues of the crown ; and being defirous, that 
competent proviGons may be made for the honourable fup* 
port and maintenance of his dearly beloved fons, Prince Fre- 
derick Biihop of Ofnaburgh, Prince William Henry, Prince 
Edward, Prince Ernelt Auguflus, Prince Auguftus Frede- 
rick, Prince Aciolphus Frederick, and of his dearly beloved 
daughters, Princcfs Charlotte Au<:ufta Matilda, Princefs 
Augufta Sophia, Princefs Elirabe:n, Prlncefs Mary, and 
Princeis Sophia ; and for the honourable maintenance and 
fupport of Prince William Frederick, and Princefs Sophia 
Matilda, the fon and daughter of his dearly beloved brother 
William Henry Duke of Gloucefter; his Miijefty hopes, 
that he {hall be enabled, by ad of Parliament, to grant an 
annuity of fixty thoufand pounds to the fix princes, and an 
annuity of thirty thoufand pounds to the five princefles ; and 
to grant an annuity of eight thoufand pounds to Prince 
William Frederick, and. an annuity of four thoufand pounds 
to Princefs Sophia Matilda, the fon and daughter of the 
Duke of Gloucefter ; the annuities to his Majeft v's fons and 
daughters to take effcft after his Majefty's demife, and the 
annuities to the fon and daughter of the Duke of Gloucefter 
to take cffedl after the death of the Duke of Gloucefter. 
And his Majefty recommends the confideration thereof to 
this Houfe. 

G. R. 
Ordered, nemine coniradkente^ 

That leave be given to bring in a bill, for enabling his 
Majeftv to fettle on their royal highneffes the Princes Fre- 
derick Bifliop of Ofnaburgh, William H-^nry, Edward Er- 
neift Auguftus, Auguftus Frederick, and Adolphus Frede- 
rick, an annuity of fixty thoufand pounds per annum -^ and 
alfo to fettle on their royal highneffes the Princeffes Char- 
lotte Augufta Matilda^ Augufta Sophia, {Elizabeth, Mary, 

Vol. VIII. P and 
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and Sophia, one other annuity of thirty thoufand pounds per 
annum \ and alfo to fettle on his highnefs Prince Williatn 
Frederick one other annuity of eight thoufand pounds per an'- 
nuni'i and on hef highnef? Frincefs Sophia Matilda one other 
annuity of four thoufand pounds per annum ; and that the 
l/ord North, the Lord Barrington^ the Lord Beauchainp» 
Mr, Cornwall, the Lord Wedcote, the Lord Palmerfton, 
Mr. Thomas Townfhend, Mr. Burke, Mr^ Jenkinfon, Sir 
Grey Cooper, Mr. Rigby, Mr. Hartly, Mr. Ellis, Lord 
George Germain, the tarl Nugent, Mr. Baker, Mr. At- 
torney General, Mr* Solicitor General, and Mn Robinfon, 
do prepare and bring in the fame. 

Lord Midleton (according to order) reported from the 
committee of the whole Houfe^ to whom it was referred to 
take into confideration the feveral adts of Parliament relating 
to the trade and commerce of Ireland, the refolutions which 
the committee had direfted him to report to the Houfe) 
which he read in his place,. and afterwards delivered in at the. 
table, where the fame were read, and are as followeth, viz, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this comn^ittee. That 
^11 goods, wares, and merchandize, being the produce or ma- 
nufaSure of th^ kingdom of Ireland, be permitted to be ex- 
ported dircflly from the faid kingdom, in Britifli fliips navi- 
gated according to law, to be imported into any of the Bri-« 
ti(h plantations^ or to any of the fettlements belonging to 
Great Britain on the coaft of Africa ; wool and woollen mar 
nufaflures only excepted* 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee. That 
all goods, wares, and merchandize, being the produce of any 
of the Britifh plantations, or of any of the fettlements belong-^ 
ing to Great Britain, on the coaft of Africa, be permitted to 
be exported from thence into the faid kingdom of Ireland 1 
indigo and tobacco only excepted. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this cooimittqe. That 
the provifions of an aft, made in the nineteenth year of bif 
late inajefty, King George the Second, intituled, " An a^ 
for granting to his Majefty feveral rates and duties upon 
glafs, and upon fpirkuous liquors \ and for raifing a certain 
fum of money by annuities, and a lottery, to be charged on 
the faid rates and duties \ and for obviating fome doubts about 
making out orders at the Exchequer, for the monies advanced 
upon the credit of the fait duties, granted and continued 0$ 
his Majqfty, by an ail of the laft felEon of Parliament;*' 
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and alfo an zGt) made in the hit feffion of Parliament, inti* 
tuled, *^ An a<^ for granting to his Majefly a duty upon all 
iervants retained or employed in the feveral capacities thereia 
mentioned ; and fot repealing feveral rates and duties upoo 
glafSy impofed by ap a£i: made in the nineteenth year of the 
xeign of his late Majefty, and for granting to his Majefty 
other rates and duties upon glafs^ in lieu thereof; and for the 
better collecting the duties upon glafs ; and foi* repealing Xhk 
feveral rates and duties charged by an adt^ made in the twen* 
ty^ninth year of the reign of his faid late Majefty, upon all 
perfons and bodies politic and corporate, having certain 

Siantities of filver plate," which prohibit the exportation of 
^ afs from Ireland, manufadured in that kingdom, be repeal* 
ed, with refpeA to fuch glafs exported dlre&iy from Ireland 
to any places except to Great Britain. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the duties now payable on the importation of cotton yaro^ 
lieing Che manufacture of Ireland, into Great Britain, do 
ceafe, and be no longer paid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee. That 
aU (ail cloth and cordage^ of the mahufaCture of Ireland^ be 
permitted to be imported from Ireland into Great Britain^ 
free of duty* 

The firtt refolution of the committee being read a fecond 
time, and an amendment being propofed to be made thereto, 
the Houfe was moved, " That the ftanding order of the Houfe^ 
of the 9th day of April, 1772, " That no bill relating to 
trade, or the alteration of laws concerning trade, be brought 
into the Houfe, until the propofition (hall have been firft con- 
fidered in a committee of the whole Houfe, and agreed unto 
by the Houfe,'* might be read ; and the (ame being read ao- 
cordingl/, 

Ordered) That the faid refolution be recommitted to a com* 
inittee of the whole Houfe. 

The fecond refolution of the committee being read a fecond 
time ; 

Ordered, That the faid refolution be recommitted to the 
committee of the whole Houfe, to whom the firft refolution 
is re-committed. 

. The fubfequent refolutions of the committee, being read a 
fecond time, were agreed to by the Houfe, 

Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in, upon the 
three laft of the laid refolutions now agreed to by the Houfe. 

Pa • JfrU 
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April c^. 

Mr. D. Hartley. Sir, the motion^ which I {hall lay before 
the committee of the ft^ite of the nation to day, are nearly to 
|he fame efFed as thofe which I offered to the confideration of 
the Houfe before Chriftmas. I was then told by the noble 
Lord at the head of the revenue, that they were more proper 
for the confideration of this committee, which was then ap- 
pointed to fit upon the ftate of the nation, than to be brought 
diredly, and in the firft inftance, before the Houfe, which 
in the formal way of ceremonious bufinefs might, perhaps, 
be true ; but as my wifh was, that the Houfe and the public 
ihould be informed in the eirlieft period of the feflion, of the 
• unmeafurable expence of the American war, I took that oppor* 
tunity of giving a computation of the total -expence, from the 
beginning of the war to the end of the campaign of the year 
1778. There was no objedion or refutation then atteuipted 
by the firft Lord of the treafury, to any of the articles, 
which are, indeed, inconteftible. Since that time, this Tub- 
je£l has been again canvafled and difcuffed in another Houfe, 
upon the fame grounds and documents which I laid before 
you upon this fubje6t before Chriftmas. I have, therefore, 
very little more to do now, than to walk over the ground 
again, and juft to recite the documents upon which the mo»* 
tions which I fhall oiFer to the committee this day are 
founded. 

In computing the expence of this American war, I {hall 
ftale the expence of the navy, army, and ordnance in each 
year fi nee the commencement of the war, and fubtraft from 
the expence of each year refpeftively, the average expence 
of the navy, army, and ordnance, in the time of profound 
peace. The difference will (hew the expences occafioned by 
the war. 

The firft* article which it is ncceflary to ftate, is the ordU 
nary expence of the navy, army, and ordnance, upon the peace 
eftabliihment, under the following heads : 

NAVY. £. 

16000 feamcn • - - 83200O 
Ordinary of the navy upon an average, from 1764 

to 1772 - - - 410000 

Ship- building, upon an average, from 1766 to 1770 284000 

Carried over 1526006 - 

• Brought 
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Brought over £. 1526000 
Annual iqcreafe of the navy Jebt upon 16000 fea- 

men, on the average of 1765, 66, tj^ 68, 69 iiiooo 

Average peace eftablifhment for the navy 1637000 

ARMY. 

Guards, garrifons, and plantations, about looooco 

Chclfea and half pay • - -■ 230000 

3taff» wdows, &c. - * . 15006 
Extraordinaries of the army, upon an average from 

1768 to 1775 ^ . . - , 269000 

Average peace eftablifhment for the army 1 5 14000 

ORDNANCE. 

Ordinary - ■ ^ - - 17C000 

Extraordinary - • • 50000 

Average peace eftablilhment for the ordnance 220000 

Recapitulation. 

Average expence in time of peace for the navy 1637000 

Ditto for the army - - - 1514000 

Ditto for the ordnance — - - 220000 



Total peace eftablilhment for navy, army and ord- 
nance - - - - 3371000 

Having thus got a computation of the ordinary peace efta- 
blifliment, I have taken out from the journals the amount of 
the expences incurred in each year (ince the commencement of 
the war, each in totals, are as follows : 

1775- 1776- 1777- 

Jbxpences ofthe navy 2496538 4153214 4590458 

Ditto of the army 2206457 .4799008 4003948 

Ditto of the ordnance 45 1 230 522360 620594 

Total navy, army, and ord- 
nance, for each year 5154225 f 474582 9215000 

Dedua for the peace efta- 

blifhment 3371000 3371000 3371000 

Exccfs . £. 1783225 6103582 58440C0 

P3 The 
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The fums alrcfidy voted for the prefect year 1778, are 
as follow: £. 

For the navy ^ - - 40^5895 

For the army - - ^ ^^4^557 

For ^he ordnance 4 •? ^ 382816 



7231268 
Atticles to be added upon computation^ wz, militia 50000O 
Expences upon the vote of credit and foir extraor- 

dinaries of the army in 1778 - - .25OO00<| 

Encrealc of :he navy-debt iii 1778 -? •? 2O"0O0O 

Extras for the ordnance in 1778 - ^ 40000O 

W . ' I III 

Total navy, army, and ordnance, for 1778 . 12631268 

Dedu6l the ordinary peace eftahlifhment 337 looo 



f;xpefsini778 - - - -, 


• _ 


I 


. 9-'6o26i 


Thefe 4re the exceffes of the feveral years 

the current peace eftablifliment, viz» 

f5^cefs for 3775 

1776 

1777 

1778 


of this } 


ivar above 

1783000 

6103000 
58440dd 
9260COO 



22990000 

fiut diis is by lio me^s the whdie, for befides thefe ex- 
{)ences which appear under the rcfpeSive heads of account in 
tech year, there muft remain imn^enfe arrears upon th^ wind- 
ing up of bottoms at the conclufion of any war, even if it b(J 
liippofed that this fetal American war, with all its confe« 
quences, could be brought to an end with the prefent ycaf* 
In making an eftimate of this article, we muft look at the 
ei^perience pf the laft war, which produced arrears and un- 
liquidated demands to the amount of near io,coO,ooo/. Ill 
the prefent cafe, the great diftance of the fc^ne of adlion will 
ipnhance every article, being in a country where during the 
laft war every thing was friendly and affifting youj^ hut now 
tinforturtately total^ the reverie. The charge of paying the 
troops til) they can be brought home, aivl before they can be 
dilbanded, particularly the wreign troops, for fome of which 
we arc to pay even twelve months after they are returned into 
their oWci coonuy 3 the expenc^ of re*conveying our army, 

artillcryt 
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artillery, and ftores acrofs the Atlantic, and fending the fo- 
reigners to Germany, with all our fubiidies, arrears, and de- 
inands of every fort, which will be coming in upon us froni 
year to year, and probably a war with the ho >fe of Bourbon^ 
cannot be eftimated at lefs than the fum of io,CXX>,ooo/. 
Therefore the total expence will ftand thu^. 

For the excefles of the navy, army, and ord^ JT. 
nance, above the current peace eftablifhment, as 
arranged under the refpedlive years 1775, 1776, 
^^777^ 1778 ... 22,990,000 

Arrears by computation, after the clofe of the 
War, fuppofing it to be brought to a termination 
by the end of the year 1778 • - - 10,000,000 

£. 32,990,000 

This fum, enormou?as it is, will, I fear, be very (hort of 
the reality. At what rate fhall I fet the lofs and deftruftiort 
of the trade of this country, with all its rich refources and 
produce ? At what rate fhall I fct the lofs of thirteen pro* 
vinces, once the pride and ftrength of the parent-ftate? At 
lirhat rate (hall I fet the ruin of the Britifh navy, which has 
hitherto been the bulwark and fafeguard of this country ? At 
what rate (hall I fet the lives of many thoufands of Britifh 
fubjefts, whofe valour might have been rcfervcd for the de- 
fence of their country, inftead of being thrown away in the 
attempt to entail flavery upon the new world ? Thefe are 
lofles not to be eftimated in the vile trafh of pounds, (hillings, 
and pence. When will. thefe follies come to an end? The 
trade, the revenues, and all the ftrength and refources of this 
Country, are facrificed to the purfuit of this mad and ruinous 
w3tr. We have already wafted as much money as the prin- 
cipal of a three fliilling land-tax mortgaged for ever would 
amount to. The intereft of thirty-thr-e millions, at only 
four per cent, is 1,320,000/. per annum, which is more than 
the nett produce of three ftiillings in the pound upon land. 
• It is endlefs to be for ever recapitulating all the grievances 
arid follies of this war. It is more than fimply felf-deftruc- 
tion, it is ruin twice told ; for it is not only cutting ofF our 
marine and commerce, but it is throwing both from out our 
own hands into the jap of our enemies, America is the 
.fource of the Britifli marine; three fliips out of four, upon 
which the Britifh commerce is navigated, arc of American 
buildiOg. That marine, and that commerce, which once 
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were ours, are driven from our ports into thofe of France, 
public credit muft in the end fink under fuch condudfc.. When 
the comhierce and the marine of this country are deftroycd, 
all the means of fupporting pubhc credit are gone. Our 
merchants are cruflied, and not fupported by the government 
they live under ; whfit can we cxped but: perpetual bank- 
ruptcies, with which every Gazette is now filled ? Evert fincc 
the commencement of the prefent Jeflion, the public funds 
are fallen 25 per cent, the three per cents are fallen from Soand 
Upwards, down to 60 ; that tall is the deftrudtion of twenty 
inillions of property. Three and thirty millions may, by 
computation, be fet as the oftenfible expence of the war: biit 
it is only a frnall part of the total of the deftruQion of pro* 
perty oqcafioned by the war 5 twenty millions more of the 
property of the ftockholders have been annihilated in a few 
months. The price ot land is fallen in the fame proportion. 
What is the landed gentleman to do, who is called upon to 
difcharge a mortgage which may be upon his eftate ? He 
muft fell bis land, perhaps, at twenty or twenty^five year? 
purchafe, inftead of thirty or thirty- five, and his pittance 
which remains muft ftand the brunt of taxation accumulated 
in every (hape. The havock and ruin of this curfcd Ameri* 
can war overtake us at every turn. Neither the landed man, 
nor the merchant, nor the manufadurer, nor the widow, 
nor the orphan, can efcape its fury. All thefe curfes are en-r 
tailed upon us by the continuance of the American war. The 
advifers and conductors of this war have a heavy account to 
anfwer for to their country. There are thirty or forty thou-» 
fand feamen loft to this country; thirty or forty thoufanci 
land forces deftroyed i between thirty and forty millions of 
money wafted and confumed; one hundred fliips of capital 
force cut off* from our natural ftrength ; whole armies fwaU 
lowed up; and all this to purchafe the lofs of thirteen colo^ * 
pies; and, perhaps, when we have ftripped ourfelves of our 
natural powers of defence, we may invite aq invaflon at home, 
and bring the feat of war to our own coafts. Surely, there* 
fore, upon the fum total of the experience which we have fo 
dearly bought, and upon the certain profpeft of all the far^ 
ther evils which threaten this country, I am juftly entitled 
to recommend it, as the opinion of this committee, that k 
is i^nbecoming the wifdom and prudence of Parliament to 
proceed any farther in the fupport of this fruitlefs, ^xpeniiv<iy 
and deftrM(^ive American war« 

I ncvei 
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. I never can refrain again and again from preHing upon you 
the neceffiiy of an immediate' peace with America. There is 
nothing that can deftroy the powers and faculties of this 
country but its being divided againft itfelf. Give as pe?cc 
with America, and we (hall be ourfelves agiiin. Give us 
argain our American family compa^ and I ihall be the lafl 
man to fear the houfe of Bourbon; and with reafon, for 
confidence ihould not be vain and vifionary, but (hould takf 
rcafonable grounds for its foundation. The unfortunite treatf 
ivhicii is already too far advanced between France and Ame* 
rica, may poffibly deprive us of the affiftance of America it 
any conceit with France, even if you were to make peac 
with America this moment. But in any cafe wc ihould it 
lead recover to our ufe an hundred (hips of force, which aie 
cow cut ofF from us j we might recover the ufe of thirty or 
forty thoufand men both by land arid fea, either for dcfenct 
or for offence, if neceffary. If you would make peace witi 
Americg upon equal and fair terms, trade would again returi 
to your ports, and pgblic credit would thereby feel the meam 
of fupport. And befides thiSj wliat is beyond every thing 
rife in national operations, unanimity would give vigour U 
our councils. Foreign powers, inftead of defpifing us foi 
our follv, and lying in wait to take advantage of the waftinj 
of our ftrength, ihould (land in awe of the powers of this coua< 
try, when condaded upon the principles of wifdom and jufticc. 
jind would abandon the thoughts of any infults or attack upoc 
the honour or rights of this country. They have felt and (hrunls 
under its power when united, and conduded by an able admi* 
niftration. The means are ftill the fame, if there were the 
fame wifdom in our councils. 

No man can charge me with difparaging the powers an(i 
faculties of my country j^ my fentiments have always been 
the very reverfe, that they exift in all their vigour, but thai 
they are, mifapplied. They are not direded againft the natu« 
ral enemies of this country but againft itfelf. I would m(b 
that this diftindipn (hould make an impre(fion upon the 
Blinds of the committee, and of the public, and of all foreign 
courts. If you would be prevailed upon to relinqui(h this 
iatal war, all would be well. There would then be no ground 
or occafion left for a war with France, or with any part o< 
the houfe of Bourbon. And if they were either fo unrea^ 
fonable, or fo unwife, as unnece(rarily to provoke a war, we 
(hould be well. prepared, and capable of refenting every infulti 
nod of repelling Qycry attack upon the national houour. Bui 
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it 18 our folly alone that tempts them. I have pleaded fo 
zealoufly for the reftoration of peace with America that I 
VfiOi to attach the explanation with it, as not undervaluing 
the powers of this country in refpeft to any foreign nation^ 
if wc: were at peace with ourfelvcs. It is no difparagement to 
any country to advife them againft impoflibilities. Give us » 
peace with America, and there is nothing under heaven that 
this country needs to fear. For thefe reafons I have drawn up 
I particular refolutioti expreffive of this well-grounded confi-^ 
lence, if fuch meafures of wifdom are purfued by which the 
lational faculties and exertions may be referved for the juft 
ind neceflary dccafions of fupporting its own dignity, and de* 
hnding its own rights, inftead of profufely lavifhing theoi 
9way in the purfuits of injuftice, folly, and madnefs. 

But it may be faid, How (hall we obtain peace, and upott 
vhat terms ? We would have an honourable peace. And 
b we may, for who makes war with us ? It depends upoil 
ourfelves. We have only to relinquifh our folly and quixotifoii^ 
and there is an end. It is the madnefs of the undertaking, 
and the obftinacy of perfevering even after conviftion, that 
is difhonourable. The difhonour comes from them whd 
would precipitate their country into impoffibilities, who ad-i 
vifed the King not even to give an anfwer to the united 
petition of all America, when they were at the feet of thii 
country feekjng for juftice. You fpurjied them from yoU 
with indignation. It was the miniftry of this country who 
would admit of no reafonable or conftitutional terms. I fay, 
reafonable and^ conftitutional terms, becaufe I prefume that 
the miniftry themfelves will fo denominate the terms which 
have been lately voted in this Houfe in thofe conciliatory 
bills which have received the unanimous fanclion of the le- 
giflature. If thofe terms are reafonable and conftitutional 
now, then they always were fo*, yet thefe bills contain nei-^ 
ther more nor lefs than the very offers which were made to 
this country from the Congrefs in their laft petition three 
years ago. Many and many propontlons, tantamount to 
thefe, have been made by the oppofers of this mad war, but 
the miniftry have always cruflied them by an inflexible in* 
fluence in the counfels of this Houfe. I myfelf did, more 
than three years ago, viz. upon the 27th of March 1775, of- 
fer to this Houfe the very identical terms, or nearly fo, which 
are contained in your late conciliatory a£ts, and which wer6 
taken as the foundation of the petition of the Congrefs in the 
month of July J775, The draught of a lettet of rcqulfition 

to 
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to the colonics in the ufual and accuftomecl manner, which I 
then laid before you, might have ma !e peace at that time, 
for thofe terms were accepted by the Congrefs in their peti- 
tion to the King and addrefs tu the people of Great Britain, a 
few months after. That they were reafonable and toijftitu-. 
tional terms I am juftified now at leaft to fay, becaufe in your 
late conciliatory afts they have received the unanimous 
fan6Hon of the Jegiflature. I hope therefore that I may itand 
iicquit for one, as never having facrificed the honour of this 
country by any mean or unbecoming propofal. It is not to- 
wards thofe who have oppofed this mad \var, that you are to 
look as the caufeS of the irkfome fituation in which you find 
ydurfelves now. If our advice had been followed, things 
^Ould not now be as they are. Many thojfands of lives, 
many millions of money would have been faved to this coun- 
try, much honour and prdfpcrity would have been its lot, in- 
ftead of the diftradion in which we now fee ourfelvcs in- 
volved. 

You are to thank your minifters for having led you to the 
diflidnour of refufing the reafonable and conifitutional terms 
bf accommodation offered by your colonies in the vear 1775. 
That was the fatal sera which gave an inflexible obftmacy td 
the "Councils of this nation, to require abfolute and uncondi- 
tional fubftiifBon before you would treat. The prefent mini- 
fter of the American departmtfnt entered into his oifice, with 
the public avowal of thefe principles. All Europe v/as rian- 
facked for mercenaries to impofe unconditional fubtninioh 
upon your colonies. What then was there left f';r them to do, 
but to feek their fafety in independence and foreign alliances. 
It was the miniftry of this country which drove ihc Ameri- 
cans ilito foreign alliances, by the example of hiring f.Tciga 
troops, and which reduced them to the a ternitive of vincon- 
ditional fubmiflion or independence. In this dilemma they 
chofe the latter ; and in fuch a dilemma they fhf>uld have 
made no other choice. If you would hjive conc/ded to them 
reafonable and conftitutional terms of connexion, they did 
over and over again difavow every wifh or claim of indepen- 
dence. It is the adminiftration of this country who have 
forced them into independence 5 they now poflefs it, nor is it 
in your power to wreft it from them. Let it be remembered 
who drove their country to fet the whole upon this dcfperate 
caft. By the advice of your minifters you fet all prudent 
counfels at defiance, and by ^hq folly of their conduft you have 
|p(l America. 

W9 
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Wc may have peace with America if we chufe it,, but not 
upon the terms that we might have bad it at the time when 
the petition from the congrefs was rejected, nor even upon 
the terms that we might have had fix months ago. The only 
rule that we feem to follow, is, to refufe the terms which 
may be had at the time, till it becomes toa late, and then we 
fee our folly. I royfelf told the adminiftration in this very 

{lace before Chriftmas, that there was an opening to treat, 
y which they might have prevented the treaty between 
France and America. The conduil of the French court to- 
wards the Americans had been fo deceitful and un(atisfa6loryi 
as gave the greateft difguft, I informed them that they 
might hit the blot, and take advantage of it. My words in 
this Houfe were. Do it before you Jleep. They flept and did 
it not. They prevailed upon the Houfe to adjourn itfelf for 
two months, and the time was loft. If nothing lefs than in« 
dependence will now do, you muft thank the adminiftration 
who have driven things to all extremities.. You have tried 
the event of three campaigns^ and have failed in all. You 
have loft an entire army, you have like wife loft your time to 
recruit and augment that which remains, and the moft' pro- 
bable profpe<a for Sir William Howe*s army \^ that they may 
fliare the fame fate with that under General Burgoyne, unlefs 
you have the prudence to withdraw it in time. 

I grieve to fee that things are come to £b defperate a pafs; 
none of the meafures which have brought us to it, had my 
concurrence or confent. 1 would have advifed far others. 
At prefent there is no other advice left to be given, but to 
concede and to confirm that independence to America, which 
you have forced upon them. I know that you will not con- 
fent to this, and that all counfel is vain ; but I know likewife 
that the time will come when you will think it a good bargain 
to make peace with America, fimply upon the terms of inde- 
pendence. I wo^ advife the repeal of the Canada adl, but I 
know likewife th^t this will not be done \ yet the time may 
come when this acl may be repealed without your confent. 
Look to Canada, and perhaps to the Florida?. It might like- 
wife be worth while to think of your Weft Indian iflands. 
You have driven America into an alliance with the Houfe of 
Bourbon. Look to the confequences. 

For my own part I can only give the advice of a fingle 
and infignificant individual. I would feek the alliance and 
friendftiip of America. I would cement the two countries 
together by a mutual naturalization, in all rights and 

franchife& 
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franchifes to the fullcft extent. We are derived from the 
fame ftock ; we have the .fame religion, the fame manners, 
the fame language, the iame temper, the fame love of liberty 
and of independence 5 and if we muft be feemingly divided^ 
let there at leaft be ah union in that partition. To thofe who 
might other wife have a reluftance to the conceffion of Ame- 
rican independence, let this fer ve as the more liberal equiva- 
lent, Give up freely the lefs generous claim of an irkfome and 
fterile dominion, and put the padlock on the mind. 

Sir, I have nothing farther to trouble the Houfe with, but 
to return them my thanks for their great indulgence, in hav- 
ing given me a patient hearing. I will, with their permiffion, 
read to the committee the motions which I have to mak^ 
and in the order that I propofe to offer them. They are as 
follow : 

.- u Xhat it is the opinion of this committee, that the ex- 
** pence of profecuting the American war for another cam- 
•^ paign, in the year 1778, more efpecially if, in confequencc 
'•* thereof, this country fhould be involved in any foreign 
'** wars, added to the expences already incurred in the Ame*- 
•* rican war, may probably amount to a fum not lefs than bc- 
** tween thirty and forty millions flerling, which muft create 
•* an alarming increafe of the principal and intereft of the 
'•* national debt, and muft require many additional heavy and 
*^ burdenfome taxes, land taxes as well as other taxes, upon 
^ the Britifh fubjefts to defray. 

" That it is the opinion of this committee, that the pro- 
^ fecution of the American war muft be dcftru6live of the 
••navigation, trade, riches, and refources of this country, as 
'•• well as of the lives of his Majefty's fubjefts, carrying our 
'*• land and fea forces the diftance of 300a miles, and thereby 
*' laying us open to the infuits or attack of any fecrct or iu- 
" fidious enemy to this country. 

: " That it is the opinion of this committee, that among 
«« the various caufes which may contribute to deprefs the nif- 
•* tional funds, or to embarrafs the ftate of public credit, and 
^* to weaken the refources of this country, the hoftile difunion 
-•* and divifion of America againft Great Britain muft pro- 
•* bably be more operative to fuch fatal efFefts, than the pro- 
•* fecution of tmy juft and necefTary war againft a foreign 
** enemy. 

** That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is unbe- 
'•* coming the wifdom and prudence of Parliament to proceed 
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** any farther in the profecution of this fruitlefs, expenfxve) 
•' and deftruSive American war. 

*' That it is the opini.in of this committee, that there is 
*' no reafon to doubt the fufficiency of the powers of this 
** country, or the moft anitftatcd coercion of them, when dif. 
"engaged from ^his fatal American war; and under the con* 
*' du£l of a prudent and vigilant adminiftratian effeclually to 
** refent every ireful t, and to repel every attack, upon the ho-» 
" nour of nis Majefty's crown, and upon the eflential interefts 
•^ of his kingdom, in the profecution of any juft and neceflary 
•' war, againft a foreign enemy. 

** That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefh^ 
•* that be >Aili gracioufly be pleafed to inftrudt the commi£* 
*^ fioners appointed to treat, confult, and agree upon the 
** means of quieting the diforders now fubfiftmg in certain 'of 
" the colonies, plantations, and provinces of North America^ 
" to eflabliCb, as a fundamental, previous to any treaty^ and 
" from which they fliall not have liberty to depart, that ail 
•' perfons, born either in Great Britain, Ireland, or the color 
" nies, provinces, and plantations ot North America, ihall be 
" conddered as naturaUborn fubje£ts, and enjoy all rights and 
" privileges as fuch, throughout all the faid dominions io 
** common, in the manner heretofore accuftomed/* 

Lord North obje£led to the motions in the grofs as well as 
in detail. He could not agree to the firft, from its being er* 
roneoufly flared, as well as from its depending on probabilit)^ 
and its indefinite amount. A fum between 30 and 40 miU 
lions was very indefinite ; but the error in the lifting was the 
mofl confiderable objection. The fadt was, that the expence 
of the three lafl years was no more than 18,000,000 1, or 
thereabouts, and the additions at the end of the campaign, 
would be 5,000,0001. This he faid he could prove, by enu- 
merating the addition to the national debt and other articles* 
The addition to the national debt was 13,000,0001. The in- 
creafe of the land-tax was 500,000!. a year, that made it 
14,500,0001. The increafe of the navy debt was about a 
million and an half, that made it i6,ooo,oool. and the fuin 
which we fhould have (aved in cafe of peace, and which would • 
have gone to pay off a part of the national debt, might be 
taken on an average at 900,0001. a year. So that the fum it 
has already coft us is no more than 18,700,0001. The un- 
funded debt for the prefent year will be no more than three 
millions, and the other out-goings altogether would make up 
no greater a fum than about twenty-three million five hundred 
thoufand pounds. 

He 
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• He adverted to the honourable gentleman's arguments on 
the laft loan. The reafon for his meaning to give the fub^ 
fcribers douceurs^ at a time when the ftocks had confiderably 
decreafed, was, that they might in future truft to the honour 
of Parliament. The firft depofit had not been made, nor was 
there any compulfion upon themr to make good their fubfcrip- 
tions. They would have been lofcrs to have made it good, as 
the ftocks then ftood ; and as Parliament muft, fooner or 
later, have made good the deficiency, he thought it provident 
to give them a, further advantage, which would have fuper- 
fcdod the neceflity of having the aid from Parliament next 
fi^on, as well as brought future fubfcribers forward, by 
Slewing that they dealt honourably with them. 

He could not agree with the gentleman, that k would be 
good policy to keep five millions referved in the Exchequer^ 
while fo heavy a load of debt hangs upon the nation. It 
might indeed be advantageous to. have fuch a fum in referve, 
M a neft-egg, when we went to market, or as a provifion for 
a rainy day, when we could not go ; but he confidered it im- 
pbifible to accomplifh fuch an object in the prefentfiateof our 
finances* 

He could not) from the moft impartial review of his con* 
iu£tj condder it as criminal. His heart muft be excufed, 
though his head might be to blame. With the beft and wifefi: 
intention, an erroneous conduct might be joined. In a parti* 
cular manner he juftified the meafure of the Quebec SiSt. 
After the moft ferious deliberation on the nature of the peo- 
ple, he confidered i( moft prudent and politic to give them 
the form of government they now enjoy* Not fitted to re- 
ceive into their ftate an epitome of our original conftitution, 
he formed a fyftem partly of our own, and partly of the 
French government, merely as a preliminary to the intro- 
duAion of a folid fyftem, by a popular aitembly. He thought 
that the civil law of France, to which they had originally 
belonged, joined to the criminal law of Britain, which is a 
greater fccurity to the fubje6t than that of the French, would 
jointly form a fyftem, favourable as a preliminary, until a 
more regular one could be granted. 

He concluded with moving for the chairman to leave the 
chair* 

The queftion was then called to leave the chair, which was 
carried* 

Lord 
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Lord Midleton (according to order) reported from the 
committee of the \Ahole Houfe, to whom the firft and fe- 
cond of the refolutions, which were yefterday reported from 
the committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was rcfer- 
, red to take into confideration the feveral ads of Parliament 
relating to the tra^le and commerce of Ireland,- were re-com-- 
mitted, the refolutions which the committee had dire<S)ed 
him to report to the Houfe ; which he read in his placc^ 
and afterwards delivered in at the tabie> where the fame were 
lead, and are as followeth, viz. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
all^ goods, wares, and merchandize, being the produce or 
manufa£ture of the kingdom of Ireland, or commodities of 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain, 
legally imported into Ireland, or foreign certificate goods 
legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, be per- 
mitted to be exported direflly from the faid kingdom, in 
Britifh fhtps navigated according to law, to be imported 
into any of the Britifh plantations, or to any of the fettle* 
Rients belonging to Great Britain on the coafi of Africa, 
wool and woollen manuf .(Slures only excepted, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, .that 
all goods, wares, and merchandize, being the produce of 
any of the Britifh plantation*?, or of any of the fettlements 
belonging to Great Britain on the coafl of Africa, be per- 
mitted to be exported from thence into the faid kingdom of 
Ireland, tobacco only excepted. 

Mr. Burke moved, that' the refolution be recommitted to 
a committee of the whole Houfe, 

The fubfequent refolution was agreed to by the Houfe* 
The Houfe refolved itfelf immediately into a committee, to 
confider of the firft of the refolutions. Mr, Burke's amend- 
ment was agreed to; and the Houfe being rcfumed, Lord 
Midleton reported the refolution as follows : 

Refolved, That all goods, wares, and merchandijte, be» 
ing the produce or manufa<^ure of the kingdom of Ireland^ 
wool and woollen manufaftures only excepted, or commo- 
dities of the growth, produce, or manufa<Slure of Great 
Britain, legally imported into Ireland, or foreign certificate 
goods legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, be 
permitted to be exported dire£lly from the faid kingdom in 
Britifh fhips navigated according to law, to be imported 
into any of the Britifh plantations, or to any of the fettlc- 
ments belonging to Great Britain on the coaft of Africa, 

Sir 
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Sir Cecil Wray^ on the fecond refolve, begged the Houre 
to proceed on fo interefting a matter with the utmoft cau« 
tion. He thought it very imprudent to proceed in it at this 
late feafon of the year^ when the Houfe was very thin, and 
the kingdom could not be enough advertifed of their pro- 
ceedings. Were thefe propofitions introduced into th^ com- 
mittee merely to try the ptdfe of the nation, and to lie over 
in the form of refolutions to the next fefSon, he would be 
nooft agreeable to that procedure, becaufe thereby every one 
would have leifure to confider, and the Houfe would be full 
to difcufs the matter. 

Mr. Connoly faid, though an Iri(hman, and much of his pro<* 
perty lay in Ireland) it was not from mere local coniiderations 
that he lent his hand to the work : he was convinced that the 
advantages propofed by the bill for the Irifh, would turn out 
in the end to the. benefit of Great Britain. As a member of 
the Britiih empire, he did not deem it a matter of fufficient 
weight to prevent the bill from pafling into a law, that a 
. part of the kingdom might be a little injured, provided the 
general good of the whole was promoted by it* 

Mr. Jenkinfon faid, there would be good time, by the in- 
tervention of the holidays, to give the nation time to coh« 
lider and ftart their obje£lions to it. 

Lord Ntrtb was of the fame opinion ; but hoped that no 
new propofitions would be grafted upon it, but that it would 
pafs in its prefent form«] 

Sir Cecil Wray then declared, that as the fiat of the noble 
Lord had determined it to pafs this feffion, he would take a 
decided part in the bufinefs, and fleadily oppofe it ; and in 
this he hoped to be affifted by every independent member 
of Che Houfe* 

Jpril 10. 

Lord North prefented to the Houfe (according to order) 
1 ** Bill for enabling his Majefty to fettle on their royal 
highnefies the princes Frederick Bifliop of Ofnaburgh, Wil- 
liam Henry, Edward* Erneft Auguftus, Auguftus Frede- 
rick, and Adolphus Frederick, an annuity of 60^000 L per 
annum ; and alfo to fettle on their royal highnefles the prin- 
cefles Charlotte Augufta Matilda, Augufta Sophia, Elizar 
bcth, Mary, and Sophia, one other annuity of 30,000/. per 
annum ; and alfo to fettle on his »highnels prince William 
Frederick one other annuity of Sooo L per annitnjy and on 
her highnefs the princefs Sophia Matilda one other aimuity 

Vol. VIIL Q. of 
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of £fi6oU per annum ;'' and the fame was received, and read 
the firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time. 

The bill having been once read, and L6rd North jyro- 
pofing that it (hould be read a fecond time immediately, 
Lord Irnham objefled to the fecond reading of the bill on 
the fame day it was firft read. He thought that hufrying 
it through the Houfe, was neither a mark of refped towards 
the Duke of Gloucefter, nor towards the princes in the fuc- 
ceffion to the crOwn. That it would be bad polic7 as wdl 
as ufijuft, at fuch a time as this, to difinherit the ilTue of die 
princes of Brunfwick and Orange, without going through 
the decent and legal forms of acknowledging and authenti* 
eating the marriage of his royal highnefs the Uuke of Glou- 
cefter, in order to legitimate his children. And it becaine 
the more neceftary, becaufe the prefent minifiers had occa- 
iioned fo matiy reports of their doubts ; which, though 
they only meant as a cloak for perfecution, and to prevent 
foreign courts from paying the Duchefs of Gloucefter pro- 
per refpeft, might be conftrued by the princes in the fuc- 
cei&on, to have arifen from the circumftances of the iiiii 
quiry made by the privy council : and as they were going to 
recognize one marriage. He thought it would be proper to 
lay before the Houfe the certificate and proofs by witneft^ 
of the marriage of their royal high nefles the Duke and Du- 
chefs of Cumberland. 

Mr. Rigby rofe to afk if any man in the Houfe or in the 
nation had any doubt of the legality of th6fe marriages ? 
That he fat in the privy council at the time they were in* 
Yeftigated — that he had no doubts, and did not wi(h to have 
a motion which could imply that there were anv. He 
thought it a proper mark of refpefl towards Ac Didee of 
Gloucefter, to read the bill a fecond time the fame day. 

luovi North z^2\n moved the fecond reading of the biH, 
and faid, it was ufual to hurry luch bills as related to the 
royal family, in order to fliew unanimirv upon the queftion. 

Mr. Wilkes. The very title^of the bill, which the noble 
Lord with the blue ribband has juft prefented to the Houfe, 
will give the trueft pleafure to the friends of the pro- 
teftant fucceflion. A royal family, already fo numefpuf, 
is an ixwaluable addition to the national ftrength and im* 
portance. ^ Every Englifliman, who is at heart anxious not 
only for the permanent, but the perpetual; prefervation of ' 
our Ifberties in the auguft line of Brunfwick, muft now en- 
joy the higheft fatisfaSion, The alarming fears, whtdi our ' 

anceftors 
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anceliors at various periods experienced, from a fufpicion 
of the failure of fucceflion to the imperial crown of thefe 
realms, are not likely to diilurb their pofterity. We live 
in happier tiipes. The gratitude of this Houfe to Heavefi 
increafes every year, with the fortunately prolific annual 
increafe of the royal offspring *. We triumph in thofe en- 
dearing pledges of our Monarch's love and the public fe- 
licity, which an all-bounteous Providence continues to be- 
fiow on this peculiarly favoured nation. The kingdom at 
laree contemplate with rapture his Majefty's numerous^ and 
ftill, I hope, increafing progeny, as infuring, even beyond 
our children's children, to the nati natoruniy et qui nafcentur 
ab illiSy the bleffings and glories of his reign. It is the duty 
of his faithful Commons here to do more — tq provide for 
lihtxn in a manner adequate to their exalted bii th and royal 
jdi^nity, 
. The meflfage. Sir, from the crown points out to us the 

Srovifion, and the mode of it, which is defired. I give nly 
earty confent to the grant. It will be a grant worthy of 
|he £lngli(h nation, worthy of the great perfonages in 
whom we have now fo important an intereft ; and hereafter, 
I truft, we may claim a Ihare of their future fame and glairy. 
Yet, Sir, I regret, that it is not made a certain provifion 
for them during his Majefty's life, and the Duke of Glou« 
c^fter's, as well as during the life of the Prince of Wales, or 
the fucceflbrs of the reigning monarch. It is only to take 
eSeii after the demife of the crown. Sir, if I underftand 
tiie bill in your hand, it compels the Prince of Wales to 

![i;aot out of the hereditary revenues of the crown the annual 
um of 60,000/. to the King's fons, 30>ooo/. to his daugh- 
ters, and 12,000/. to the children of the Duke of Gloucefter, 
during their refpe^ive lives ; but no permanent provifion is 
made for them during the prefent reign, or the life of the 
Dijce of Gloucefter. The bill efFcdlu ally ties up the bands 
of the fucceiTor, but leaves the prince on the throne Che 
option of any provifion for the children and nephews of the 
crown during the life of his prefent Majefty, and his next 



* In the fameTeffion, by the votes of Nov. 21, 1 777, it ap- 
pears that the Houfe *' refolved, that a congratulatory meiTage 
1^ feot to the Queen on the birth of another princefs— to aiTurc; 
^er Majefty that this Houfe will ever retain the trueft fenti- 
ments of duty and attachment to a Queen— to whom this 
oation owes fo many bleffiogs." 

0.2 brother. 
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brother. I defire to be fet right, if I have miftated the bill, 
which has juft been read to the Houfe. 

Lord North then faid, The honourable gentleman is 
certainly right. The King will not be obliged to make any 
provifion by this bill for any part of the royal faitiily, during 
his own life and that of the Duke of Glouceftef . Mr. ^liis 
then added, ^ ' ' 

I fubmit, Sir, to the Houfe^ that in this tc(pc& the bill is 
imperfefl:. The provifion for the younger branches of the 
toyal family is not an immediate certain provifion, but to take 
cfFeft at a future period. They are left, at the prefent mo- 
ment, without the fmalleft fixed revenue or fupport, indepen- 
dent of the crown. The fovereign makes no grant. We arc 
taking away, without his confent, during his minority, a part 
of the hereditary revenue of the Prince of Wales, for the fit- 
ture maintenance of his brothers, fifters, and the more remote 
branches. 

The example of this generofity is not given by the father 
and the f6vereign to his firft fubjeft, although it comes in 
the mode of a paternal precept. We leave them now in a 
ftate of the moft abfolute dependence on the crown, on the 
caprice of the fovereign, or perhaps the mercy of the mi- 
nifter. The bill, therefore, in my opinion, ought to be ex- 
tended to a fettlement of the fame revenues to take, place 
immediately, and to be fecured by the fulleft parliamenta*r • 
grat^ts irrevocably. The ftrong ties of blood in the firft 
degree muft in this cafe coincide powerfully with the wiflxe^ 
of the people. I may furely. Sir, leave in all fafety to the 
fcrvants of the crown fo acceptable a fervice to the beft of 
princes and of parents. 

A circumftance, Sir, of the utmoft importance feems on 
this occafton to have been entirely neglefted by minifters- 
It is remarkable that the children of his Majefty^s next 
brother, the Duke of Gloucefter, are recognifcd and pra- 
vided for by this bill, before there has been a notification in 
any way to Parliament, or to the public, of his royal high* 
neb's marriage. I have not, Sir, the leaft doubt of the le- 
gality of that marriage, but I know that ftrong doubts have 
formerly been entertained, even by feme of the prefent mi- 
nifters* The hoble Lord with the blue ribbon is as ill in- 
formed oif this fubje£l as he has been all along rtfycSfittg 
America, ^w he ventures to affert, that no man now has 
the leaft doubt remaining. In confequence of the general 
uncertainty in the minds of the nation a very few years ago, 
the privy council entered upon the inquiry ' of the legality 

. of 
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of the Duke of Gloucefter's marriage. They received 
evidence, which, it is reported, fatisfied then>; but as that 
evidence has never been cooimunicated to either Houfe of 
Parliament, a degree of fcepticifm I know has continued. 
I wi(h it removed. It .will be, undoubtedly, when Parlia- 
ment ihall be treated by minifters with refpedl, when the 
great council of the nation fliall be furnifhed with the 
proofs, which flaQied convidlion on the minds of the privy 
council. The reprefentatives of the people, Sir, have 
furely a right to examine into every thing refpeSing the 
fuccefEon to the imperial crown of thefe realms, becaufe they, 
in conjundion with the other two branches of the legifla- 
ture, have, by an cxprefs adl of Parliament*, the power to 
make laws and ftatutes of fuiEcient force and validity to limit 
and bind the crown, and the defcent, limitation, inheritance, 
and government thereof. The maintaining the contrary doc- 
trine by writing or printing is declared a fpecics of high- 
treafon; and whatever flavid portions of hereditary f, divine, 

* 6 Anne, ch. vil. f. i. 

+ It is neceffary fometimes to remind the tools of an arbi- 
trary court that there can be no ri^ht to the imperial crown of 
theie realms but a parliamentary right. The mere hereditary 
right would be ftronger in the houfe of Savoy, and even in that 
of Bourbon, than in the Brunfwick line. This will appear 
from the following ihort genealogical table. 

1. I. 
Charles I. James I. 

2. 2. 
Henrietta Maria, Duchefs of Elizabeth, £le£h-efs Palatine, 

Orleans. Q<ieen of Bohemia. 

3- 3- 

Anna Maria, Duchefs of Sophia, Elettrefs of Brunf- 
. Savoy, wife of Vidlor wick, 

Amadeus 11. protelled 
- 1700. 

Houfe of Savoy. 

4- • 4- 
Marie -Adelaide, Duchefs George I. 

. of Burgundy, afterwards Houfe of Brunfwick. 

Dauphine&« 

Lou£s XV. 
Houfe of Bourbon, 
•s 0^3 indefcafiblo 
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indefeafible right, may be adopted in defpptic countries^ and 
by modern courtiers here, the people of England in gene- 
ral coniider their crown as the free gift of the nation on 
their own terms and conditions *. We kno^ that the crowil 
is not in the gift of the teigning prince. He is only tenant 
for life, if he obferves the original compaft. * 

The people. Sir, in confequence, poiTefs the right to be 
informed of whatever refped^s the dicceffion. AH we know 
as to the marriages of the King's brothers amounts to this, 
that they were private and clandeftine, and that no proof 
of their legality has hitherto been given to the nation. The 
proof^ of thofe marriages ought to be communicated to Par- 
liament, while tl^e parties are dill alive, and the witneflist 
with us to be examined. The fails may now be afcertained 
with precifion. If any doubts have been fuggefted in this 
age, they may be removed by thofe living witneflTes, to 
whotil no recourfe can be had in fucceeding times. I regret 
that there are fo many hiftoric doubts in our hifiory f. PoT- 

terity 



If the Parliament had not changed the order of fucceffion to 
the crown, the houfe of Savoy would have fucceeded, for their 
. right is derived from the daughter of Charles I. whereas the 
Brunfwick line aredefcended from the daughter of James l« a 
degree more removed. The gift of the crown is in the Paf- 
liament, in- the people by their reprefentatives. . 

♦ The firft king of the houfe of Brunfwick appeared to ac- 
knowledge this with gr/ttitude, when he took for the motto of 
his coronation medal, Volentes per populos. The motto of the 
pretent King, Patria dvantiy was not fo happily chofen. Tht 
ovation is defcribed as the fmaller triumph, of which the poor 
' facrifice was a (beep, ovis. It (hould feem almoft prophetic of 
the American war, for Aulus Gellius tells us, "^ avandi^ ac 
non triumphandi^ caufa eft, quum aut bella non riu indi&a^ 
neque cumjujlo hofte gejlafunt,^* 

At the ovation a crown of myrtle, not of laurel, was u(ed. 
The fame learned Roman fays, " quod non Martins^ fed quafi 
/f'^w^r/wj quidam triumphus ioret/* Thi«, t6o, may feem pro- 
phetic of the prefenf reign, and of the numerous royal progeny* 

t M^r. Horace Walpole publiChed in 1 768 an excellent quarto^ 
intituled, Hiftoric Doubts on tl^e Life and Reign of King Ri- 
chard the Third. The intent of this fpeech feems to be the pre- 
vcntion of all hiftoric doubts on th^ events of the reign <tf George 
ib^ ThUdf Mr* WaIpo\e fa^ s, i^gt i^^ Tbi io^ti on the 
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terity has this juft claim on the prefent generation, that our 
fields may not be again deluged with the blood of a brave 
people in a fatal civil conteft. Should the fmalleft degree of 
fcepticifm now exift, the progrefs of it, if not timely checked, 
is known to be rapid, and it will acquire flrength even fi-ooi 
the general deftroyer, Time. The fulleft light ought now to 
be^thrown on a tranfadion hitherto covered with clouds and 
darknefs. 

This inquiry, Sir, I likewife conflder as a point of national • 
honour and juftice to feveral foreign princes, who^re al* 
Iwd by marriage to the crown of Great Britairtv Thp 
houfe of Naflau, to whom we owe the reftorer of our vio- 
lated conftitution, the kin§ of Denmark, the princes of 
Brunfwick and Hefle, and others of the proteftant line, are 
a&ually in the parliamentary entail of the crown. They 
will think that we are proceeding in a very irregular manner, 
when we make fettlements on the children of the King'a 
next brother, as legal heirs of the crown after the children 
of the. King, before the marriage of his royal highneft ha$ 
been publicly recognized. 

Sir, in this bill 1 fliould have been happy if there hnA 
been a claufe refpe^ting her royal highnefs the Oucbefs of 
Gloucefter, for whom no eftablifbment is mentioned, altbougb 
the bill contains a provifion for her two children. The b<H 
Hour of the nation, and the fplendour of the Britifh crown, 
call upon us to proceed to afcertain an adequate provifioo, 
and for life, for the wives of the royal brothers. It would 
have naturally taken place in a bill of this nature, confe* 
crated to the Brunfwick line, the eledled of Heaven, and the 
people, as the protedors of our liberties, if minifters ha4 
adopted the fame liberality of fentiment, which pervade$ 
fhc nation. Is this Parliament doomed, Sir, to counterad 
die wifhes of a whole kingdom ? or is it meant to attempt 
* the fubje6iing every branch of the royal family to the fame 
.{ervility, which has chara<5terifed the prefent majority in thi$ 
Houfe. 

There is not. Sir, a private gentleman among us who has 
not painful ideas, from the precarious fituation of the two 



validity of Edward's marriage were better grounds for Rich- 
ard's proceedings than afperfion of his mother's honour. On 
that invalidity he claimed the crown, and obtained it; and 
with fuch univerfal concurrence, that the nation was undoubt* 
tdly on bis fide.'* 

0,4 " royal 
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royal duphefleS) almoft unparalleled in any family of di- 
ftin<aion. They have ftill to expe6t, from the merited 
efteem of the nation, an eftabliihment adequate to their 
high rank, and the additional luftre it has received from their 
unexceptionable, I might fay, exemplary conduct. I hope 
fuch a provifion will be made, and I am very happy that 
the worthy baronet [Sir James Lowther] near me has given 
the Houfe aflurances of his moving it in Parliament^ if 
it continues to be neglefted by adminiftration. The mo- 
tion will come from him with weight and digpity, nor caa 
there be a doubt of his generous endeavours being crowned 
with fuccefs. 

To ' facilitate, Sir, fo important a bufmefs, the previous 
fiep I have mentioned feems neceiTary. Every communica- 
tion ought to be made to Parliament, which can elucidate a 
matter at prefent obfcure, that we may know the furc 
grounds on which we proceed. We fliall then be in poiTef- 
iion of thofe clear proofs alluded to, without which I do not 
think we can with propriety enter upon that claufe of the 
bill in your hand, Sir, which refpe<Sts the defendants of the 
Duke of Gloucefter. I therefore hope, Sir, for the con* 
currence of the Houfe in a motion for ^^ an humble and du<- 
tiful addrefs to the King, that his Majefty would be graci- 
oufly pleafed to order the proofs of the marriages of their 
royal highneiTes the Dukes of Gloucefter and Cumberland, to 
be laid before this Houfe.'^ 

Lord Irnham feconded the motion. His Lordfhip faid, 
though on fome perfonal confiderations it muft be dilagree* 
able to me to fpeak on this bill, yet as it is not of a private 
nature, but concerns the honour and juftice of the nation 
at large, I return thanks to the honourable member for his 
motion, and wifh the marriages of their royal highnefies 
the Dukes of Gloucefter and Cumberland to be fully in- 
veftigated| eftabliihed, and circumftantially proved to the 
' Parliament and the nation. The right honourable member 
[Mr. Rigby] fays, " Who doubts the legality of the Duke 
of Gloucefter's marriage?^' Sir, I fhould have been lefs fur- 
prifed at hearing that fpoken by any other member than one 
of the privy council, who muft either fail in his memory,) 
or agree with me, that reports prevailed that there were 
doubts of fufficient proof being eftabliftied, before the Lord 
Chancellor, the Arqhbiihop of Canterbury, and the Bifliop 
of Lppdqn, fent \q G(oucefter*lu)tife to examine into the 
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marriage of his ro^I higbneft the Duke of Gloucefter, by or- 
der of the privy council. 

• It was iaid, and it is now avowed in Parlfatnent^ that 
they neither found certificate nor any living evidence to 
prove the marriage. That upon^ the report to the privy 
council, the entry was made in the book ^^ legally married »" 
but the privy council determined to leave the word le* 
gaily out. Several occurrences followed, which tended to 
create doubts in men's minds, fuch as fending a meflage to 
Gloucefter-houfe, upon the Duchefs proving with child, to 
propofe to them to be married again, and afterwards refufing 
to bury a child of the Duke of Gloucefter's in Weftminfter 
abbey. Thefe reports were propagated by the minifters. 
Is it therefore decent or parliamentary, that the fame mini-r 
fters, without firfl: quieting the minds of his Majefty's fub- 
jedls, and laying the evil Ipirit which themfelves had ratfed, 
fliould in a 'moment make Parliament deciiively cut off the 
legal fucceilion of the Houfe of Hanover. I was not the per* 
fon to doubt the marriage, and therefore I call for proofs to 
be laid before Parliament, i believe minifters aded in this 
infolent manner, in order te have a better pretence for infult- 
ing the Duchefs of Gloucefter, and to refufe ber a mainte- 
nance. It likewife anfwered their purpofes abroad, where the 
fame miniflers that now declare there never was a doubt of 
the Dukes' marriages, dared to reprefent to their ambafTadors 
and envoys, that no fuch marriages were eftablifhed in Eng- 
land. 

My wifhes are, that our benevolence towards the royal 
family may be open, generous, and in a public fpirited line, 
becoming the nation and the Parliament. But by conceal- 
ment of fads^ we may raife fufpicions in the minds of thofc 
foreign princes included in the fucceflion, whofe alliance we 
now iland in need oF, particularly the prince of Brunfwick, 
who led our arms to vjdory laft war, and ought always to 
be honoured and refpe&ed by Great Britain. The opinions 
of the privy council are liable to change frequently and 
wantonly— they have given u% many recent proofs. I have 
no commands nor inflru<^ions from the Duke of Cumber* 
land to ajTert it, but am fure he neither can nor ought to, 
have an objection tO'laying the proofs of his marriage before 
Parliainent. New minifters may create new doubts. Let 
the junto who raifed fuch dangerous reports quiet men's 
ininds, not fimply by their proceedings in Parliament this 

day» 
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day, but by fome public a£i to recognize bodi *marriage$ if 
duly veiified: and out of refpei^ to. the nation, if they have 
npne for the princes of the blood, it muft then be their duty 
to make a provifion for the Dukes to enable them to fupport 
their wives, as well as to maintain their children; He inhfled, 
that in full confidence of the fufficiency of the tefttmony upon 
. thefe marriages, it would be to the honour and advantage of 
both DuchefTes, that the fads in proof fhould be eftabhfhed 
by the proper national inquiry, which were the Hoafes of 
Parliament, 

Mr. y. Townjhind wi(bed the motion to be withdrawn, 
for fear it fhould widen the breach,, inftead of healing it. He 
wifhed to fee all the branches of the royal family in affluence, 
fuitable to their high ftation \ and that unanimity and bro- 
therly affedion might make them examples worthy of imita- 
tion. He was fure the noble Lord fo nearly allied to Cum- 
berland Houfe meant well ; but feared that his feconding the 
motion would prove of bad confcquence to the intereft of the 
princes. He applauded highly the conduct of the Duke of 
Cumberland, in his attention and feeling behaviour towards 
Lord Chatham, on his Lordfhip's late fudden illnefs in the 
Houfe of Lords. He thought both princes had virtues and 
fpirit which might, through a reconciliation with the crown, 
be employed for the benefit of Great Britain : at the fame time 
he profefled himfelf, a fanguine and able friend to Gloucefter 
Houfe. 

Mr. fFalpole faid, the name he bore, made him rife to expreft 
his aftonifhment that the legitimacy of the Duke of Glou- 
^cefter's children (hould be doubted by any man. He did not 
accufe the noble Lord who feconded the motion : he thought, 
on the contrary, that his Lordfhip being fully fatisfied, that 
proofs could be brought of the marriage of the Duke of Glou* 
cefter, ought from his connexion to carry great weight, and 
hoped he would advife the honourable gentleman [Mr. Wilkes] 
to withdraw the motion. 

Sir James Lewther faid, he was the perfon who moved an 
increaie of income to the two royal Dukes laft year, on ac- 
count of their marriages; which marriages, he was happy 
to hear fo fiilly acknowledged by the miniflers. That he re- 
commended the moft proper public a£l for acknowledging 
thofe marriages, by an immediate fuitable provifion for their 
royal HighnefTes the DuchefTes of Gloucefter and Cumber- 
land \ and if minifteis did not move it, he would. He obferved, 

that 
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that fomething ought to have been done for the Duke of 
Cumberland, as weil as for his brother { but recommended to 
withdraw the motion for the prefent. 
Mr. Wilkes withdrew his motion *. 

Mr. Powys moved, that for the more efFcflually procuring 
a reconciliation between Great Britain and her colonies, it may 
be neceifary to give further inftru(^ions to the commtffioners 
who are to be appointed by his Majefty to go to America. 

Mr. Pultney thought the motion injurious to the commif« 
fioners. A number of men had raifed themfelves in the co* 
lonies, from obfcurity to grandeur, firom poverty to riches^ 
and from fervitude to power ; they had the reins of their 
new government in their hands, which muft be wrefted from 
diem^ it was reafonable to fuppofe, that they would infift 
upon it, and, if not overcome by the fuperior voice of the 
people, would preferve it. Such a refolution as that moved 
for, would give them the faircft argument to perfuade the 
people, and independency muft be the confequence* But 
^ he did not defpair of the fucce& of the commiifion. He 
believed the tone ^ of the Americans, in general, was againft 
independency. They had been in a manner forced into 
a meafure, which they had not approved of, and it was even 
carried in the Congrefs by one or two voices. Ir was evetl 
reafonable, arguing from motives of intereft, to fuppofe that 
they would prefer dependency to independency. Secured from 
taxation ; relieved from the fear of having any ihare in the 



♦ Notwithftanding the importance of the bufinefs, it was 
hurried by admimftration through both Houfes with extraor- 
dinary precipitation. Lord North delivered the mefiage from 
tile King on the 8th of April. A bill was ordered to be pre- 
pared and brought in 00 the fame day. The bill appeared in 
the Houfe on the loth, (Friday) ; was read a firft and fecond 
time, and committed. April 13, (Monday,) the Houfe re- 
folved itfelf into the committee, went through the bill, re- 
ceived the report of the committee, and ordered the bill to be 
ingroflfed. The bill was on April 14 read a third time, paiTedi 
and fent to the Lords. April 15, the Commons received a 
mefiage from the Lords, by the Lord chief baron Skynner, 
and Mr. baron Hotham, that the Lords had agreed Co the bilU 
On the i6ch of April, the eight day only after the mdlage of 
be qrown, the bill received the roysd alTent, 

burthen 
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burthen of ©ur debt; proteded during war by our ftrength^ 
and cultivated during peace by our arts — with thefe advan- 
tages joined to dependency, could they wifh to be indepen- 
dent ? It was not reafonable, that men, attentive to their 
interefts, would forfeit fecurity and. proteftion, for danger 
and the chimerical notions of nominal grandeur. But it 
hurt him to hear a propofition urged in that Houfe fo de- 
ftru£tive to the welfare of Britain. Would not the inde- 
pendency of America be the eve of their advancement into 
a flouriming navlal power ? Their fituation commanding a 
fpecies of fuperiority over all the earth, they would foon^ 
rival Europe in arts, as well as grandeur, and their power 
in particular would rear itfelf on the decay of ours. Are 
we then fo toft to all the feelings of patriotifm, that with a 
wanton hand we would lay the foundation ftone of a blockade 
againft our own exiftence? We were able yet to reduce 
America, if (he (hould be unwife enough to refufe our oiFers. 
EiForts would then be made ve^ different from the former. 
We had till then been engaged in a wrong caufe; our mini- 
fters had been cruel, unjuft, and unconftitutional in their de- 
mands, and the hearts of the people were not in the meafures 
adopted. But now the injuftice would change fides, and if 
they refufed, they only would be the aggreUbrs. In a war 
withjuftice on our fide, what would not Britain perform? 
The national fpirit was not extin6^ and that was the bul"« 
wark of Britain, The flate of the funds and finances had 
been introduced as reafons for evading a war. An inquiry 
into the internal oppulence of this country would extinguifh 
every fear of that kind. The aggregate riches of Britain 
were not lefs than a thoufand millions. The national debt 
was only one hundred and forty^pfix millions ; a feventh part 
of the wealth of the kingdom. How then could we be fo 
diftreffed in our finances r In cafes of national Qccafion> we 
ihould have reference to the fundamental property of the na-» 
tion, and all Europe would wonder at our refources, and trem- 
ble at our power. 

Mr. Fox faid, he had formed a decided opinion upon it^ 
and if he (hould happen in his fentiments to diffg: from a 
venerable charader, which he honoured and revered, thejr 
would give him credit that no early prejudice, no infant, 
pique, direded his judgment, or influenced his mind. He 
had confidered this matter, abftraded from every other ob- 
je£^) and bis judgment was formed upon logical, a$ well as 

natural 
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natural rcafoning and dedudlon. The dependency of Ame- 
rica he thought impoifible, from our fituation, as well as from 
the nature of the objed, to regain. She had joined with 
France in an amicable and commercial treaty. The latter had 
recognized her independency, and they were both bound in 
gratitude to defend one another, againft our refentment on the 
one hand, or our attempt to' break it on the other. If by con- 
ceffion or coercion we attempted to recover the dependency 
of America, we had, the powers of France and America, and 
perhaps Spain, to encounter with. If we attempt to punifh 
France for recognizing the independency of America, America 
joins her, and we have in either cafe two, if not three powers 
to combat with. It is probable, that the greateft part of Europe 
will join in the recognizance. Gratitude on the one hand, 
and obligation on the other, will tie them in one bond, and we 
muft experience the joint efforts of all, if we attack one. If, 
on the contrary, the committee agree to the motion, and re- 
cognize the independency of America, we (hall be no longer 
bound to punifli the European powers, who have already, or 
who may do the fame : and we may probably fecure a larger 
ihzre of the commerce of the Americans, by a perpetual alli- 
ance on a fcederal foundation, much more beneficial than a 
nominal dependence. He could not avoid, however, lamenting 
to hear that language at this day ufed in the Houfe of Com- 
mons — ^that the Americans were not in general inclined to 
independence. Could any thing be more diftant from pro- 
bability ? Had we not feen every proof exhibited to the con- 
tranr ? Had not the provinces, one and all, entered into the 
more folemn bond not to depart from, or refcind their vote of 
independency j and had not even thoufands of them, in the* 
province of Carolina, as well as others, taken an oath be- 
fore Heaven to maintain it? The Congrefs and the people 
were the fame. Di^ftinft opinions, party diftraftions, and 
difunited interefts, had not been formed in America, with' 
regard to the great point in which, by their unanimity, they 
have fucceeded. He laughed to hear the contrary ; but 
hoped fincerely that the honourable gentleman near him, 
{Governor Johnftone) and the other commiflioners, had more 
folid grounds of dependence, and more rational hopes of fuc- 
cefs. Ho viewed the dependency of America as a matter of 
very little moment to any part of this country, other than the 
minifter. He underftood that the appointment of governors, 
and other officers by the crown, was an obj eft of their con- 
templation, which they efteemed of conftquence. It wa^ 

jmeant, 
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meant, be fuppofed, as an addition to the weight in the fcale 
of government, and this ciccumftance deferved the moft fe- 
nous attention of the Houfe. The three eftates of Parliament 
can no longer be the fecurity and defence of our conflitution, 
than when they remain in an equipoife with regard to one 
another. If one preponderates, the executive over the legi- 
flative, or the legiflative over the executive, the fuperftrudur^ 
mutt fall. It v/as a melancholy, but a certain truth, that th^ 
power of the executive had been gradually exerting itfelf to ^ 
predominancy for fome years^paft, and its growth was already 
threatening to our conilitutional exiftence. The further ad^ 
vantage that would be thrown into the fcale, by the weight of 
America, would give maturity to its growth, and perpetual 
dominion to it over the legiflative ; becaufe, t>y the, exemption 
from taxation, no degree of weight whatever was added to 
the legiilative ftate. Taxes are To far necefTary to our confti?- 
tution, as that they engage the people narrowly to watch and 
fcfift the influence of the crown. Their lives and properties 
C5in only be in danger if the crown becomes defpotic. ' A 
Security ^againft that danger deftroys their fears; and not 
being concerned in the ^vancemept or depreilion of the 
crown, they do not regard its progrefs. Good God ! then^ 
could Britons awake, and, fenfible of the danger arifmg from 
Ae predominancy of the executive power, wilfully throw fo 
great an addition of ftrength into it, as the power of appoint* 
ingthe officers to the government of America muft neceflarily 
create i Had we not appointments, douceurs, finecures^ 
penfions, titles, baubles, and fecret-fervice money enough 
already? Did not the creatures of government fwarni iu 
every depanment, and muft we add to their number ? He 
could not fee that American independency would fo fooA 
rife as the honourable gentleman imagined, to maritime pre- 
eminence. They could have no inducement to hunt for 
territory abroad, when the extent they poflefled quietly 
would be more than they could occupy and cultivate. They 
would find no advantages of conqueft equal to thofe of agri- 
culture ; and remembering that man, in his nature, has a 
predilection for the enjoyment of landed property, they 
would find it impoflible, in a country where land was to be 
had for nothing, to propagate a fpirit of manufadur^ and 
commerce. Every American, more or lefs, would become 
the tiller and planter, and the country might, in fome fu« 
ture and djftant period, be the Jrcadia^ but it could never 
be the Britain of the world. He reverted to the arguments 

of 
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of the honourable gentfeman near him, in regard to the 
finances of this country. He never was more furprized than 
to hear a man of fenfe^ of reading and argument, introduce 
a puerility. The internal opulence of the country might 
be introduced as a figure of (hew, to delude the ignorant into 
an extravagant idea of our refources ; but men muft know 
that it was a mere delufion. If we are reduced to fuch an 
emergency as to have reference to the fundamental opulence, 
{o may our enemy ;, and comparing the one refource with the 
other, we mud acknowledge that theirs, in that refjped, is 
treble to our own. Our natural refources, he knew, wcfie 
itiperior to thofe of our enemy, in proportion to the extent 
of country ; but we ought to remember, that theirs were 
capable W more improvements without hurting the people 
tfian ours. Would the minifters aboliOi the extravagant 
method of collediing their revenues, the voluptuous manner 
of expending them, and the enormous extent of the royal 
expenditure, what a fuperiority, in point of revenue, might 
tiiey not effed ? He condemned the conciliatory a<S^ as to- 
tally inadequate to the objed; and declared, that if it pro- 
duced any good end he fhould attribute it folely to the in- 
fluence of the honourable and worthy gentleman [Governor 
Johnilone] who was laft joined in the commiiHon. Ha 
hoped the committee would confider ferioufly of the matter 
before them ; there had been enough of treafure wafted in 
vain; and that they might not wafte more on a fruitlefs 
inadequate commiffion, he begged them to extend the powers, 
and fecure the fuccefs. He could not avoid, he faid, 
adverting to the condudl of the miniftry, in regard to the 
French aggrejjion. He knew not from whence the word 
came, but he fuppofed it meant infult. He and others were 
termed pufillanimous, becaufethey attempted to ftorm the tor- 
rent' of rage and bravery, that rufhed from the bofoms of 
the miniftry on that occafion — they were called pufillanimous 
becaufe they were calm ; but could they not now, with 
double energy, reverberate the term on thofe men who had 
confefled the -nation wa? infulted; who had made the King 
and the Parliament of England confefs that they were in- 
fulted; and who, for a whole month, had pocketed the 
infult, without preparing to puniOi it, or taking a lingle 
ftep for the defence of the nation ? His noble friend, who 
had been termed pufillanimous, for advifing the mini rtry to 
abate their rage, though he would not, by a previous con- 
duft, have brought the nation to a neceiSty of declaring 

that 
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that they were infulted; having once brought them fo, he 
would inftantly have revenged the infult. 

He begged the committee to obferve, that the miniftry, 
confcious of their own inability, were obliged, when they 
wanted fervice to be performed, to call to their afliftancc 
the very men who had condemned their meafures, and who 
had uniformly defpifed them. If a peace was to be nego- 
tiated, or a war to be undertaken, (meaning the appoint- 
ment of Governor Johnftone in the one cafe, and admiral 
Keppel and Lord Amherft in the other,) they were obliged 
to employ the men on his fide of the Houfe. 

Governor Johnftone doubted, whether it might not ,be 
thought imprudent for him to fpeak at all in the prefent 
predicament in which, be ftood ; but however, that he never 
ihould withhold his opinion ; he faid, it would be prefumptuous^ 
and if fo folly, in him to fay that the bufinefs of the com- 
miffion would fucceed. But he thought that he faw fo many 
reafons for thinking fo, that he was free to undertake it. 
It was an experiment to be tried : and that he would under- 
take it on the ground, which the late conciliatory a£ts had 
laid. It might be an odd and (ingular thing to (ay, but he 
declared freely, that he did not defire his inftrudlions to bt 
extended nor enlarged j efpecially on thejppint of indepen- 
dency. He looked upon the eftablKhing of the indepen- 
dency of America, as entailing ruin upon this country. 

There were indeed fome preliminary matters which be 
thought ftill remained to be fettled as abfolutely neceflary to 
the fuccefs of the negotiation of the commiflioners. 

The firft was the repealing of the declaratory law : which 
was downright nonfenfe, as it now ftood in our itatute books, 
after the repeal they have already made. The other was the 
repeal of the Canada ad. He faid, when thefe obftacles were 
removed as well as thofe, to the removal of which we aU 
ready conceded, the Americans could have nothing elfe to 
afk. When they had abfolute fecurity in the poUeffion of 
all their rights, what could they wi(h more ? Afk any dif- 
paiEonate man, or any indifferent power upon the earth, 
ought they or ought they not, to clofe with us on the con- 
ceffions whidi we offer ? 

Moft certainly they ought. While indeed we denied them 
any rights which they were undoubtedly entitled to; while 
we, with the hand of power, reftrained them in the exercife 
of thofe which we even allowed they had \ while we made 
an unjuft, cruel, foolifh and abominable war againft them ; 
they were united in their oppofition and refiitance to us ; 

aikl 
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and Britain was divided. Half Britain then was oppofed to 
all America. But now that we offer them fuch terms as they 
ought to be contented with and to accept, their refiitance, if 
they refufe theriy will become pofetive rebellion^ and our war will 
become a jufi one. It will then be all Britain againft half 
America. On this ground of independency America is greatly 
divided. Whatever the people in power may wife and aim 
at, the great body of the people do not wifli to change the 
government of Britain for that of the Congrefs. The people 
of the old fettled intereft and property do not wifh for inde- 
pendency, they rather dread it. 

Under this ftate of things ; and my information, which I 
will truft and ftand by, tells me that this is the ftate of things ; 
I do not defpair of the fuccefs of the commiiSon with the 
powers it has at prefent; at leaft it will bear experiment 
worth the trial. If they are not a<Sually divided in their 
meafures, they are yet fo unfettled in their opinion, that we 
ought to try whether they will be divided. 

But even fuppofing that the acknowledging the indepen- 
dency of America (hould become a right meafure, I doubt 
whether this Houfe could declare them independent. Can 
this Houfe take upon it to difmember the empire ? I fay it 
cannot. 

Although I can never agree to the idea of the indepen- 
dency of America, in the fenfe that gentlemen in this Houfe 
have taken it up : yet I would not be thought to entertain a 
hope of a dependence, fuch as others expeft. Something 
perhaps of an union between two unequal parties, on terms 
luited to the condition of each, may be had with America. 
Yet, if they think that France has really and fincerely affifted 
and fupported them, and if they have made a reciprocal 
treaty with France, it cannot be cxpefted, I would not wifti 
it nor attempt it, that they fllould make peace with us without 
including France in the fame. But if France has chicaned 
them, and by falfe pretences, without really affifting them, 
has drawn them into all the miferies and diftreffes they fufFer, 
and if one can perfuade and convince them of that, tliey ought 
to thank us for getting them out of their hands, and to con- 
clude apeaceh us wit without thinking of thofe falfe friends, 

Mr, Dundas (Lord Advocate) faid the power of Britain 
was fufficient to check France and recover America; and 
therefore if America would not accept of the terms now of- 
fered, he would offer no other. 

VoL.VIH. • R Mr. 
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Mr. T, Townjhend thought the motion premature, and 
moved for the chairman leaving the chair. 

Lord Nsrih was againft making any further conceffions. He 
faid he had rcafon to believe the treaty with France was not 
ratified by the Congrefs ; and as it was certain that France 
had all along cajoled and abufed them, they were not under 
obligation to give them either afliftance or preference. He 
believed ftill that the minds of the people at large were indrned 
to cotKiHation, and he truiled that the meafures already adopt- 
ed would finally efFe£t it. He reverted to the expreffion of 
the honourable gentleman [Mr. Fox] that he was obKged to 
repair to thofe who defwfed him, when he wanted ferviceor 
advice. He declared that it was his invariat>le purfuit to feek 
for capable men, without regard to their fituations or ^Kti* 
cal opinions. As to a war with France he thought it uMh 
voidable ; at leaft, very probable* 

Mr. Dunmng was againft the motion. There was no limit 
in it, he faid, nor could it be conftrued to what it extendedn 
He wiifaed to preferve the dependency of America. 

Sir George Savi/e faid we had been at law with America; 
that America had gained the trial, and would demand co/fs. 

The chairman left the chair, and there was no divifion. 

Adjourned to April 13. 

yfpril 1^. 

Sir Philip yennings Gierke began, by faying, be fbould not 
make any long preface to this motion, as its own merit would 
be a better advocate, and he trufted it would be fuch as would 
^ recommend it to every part of the Hoiife. 

The people of this courrtry, he faid, in all dangers and 
difficulties, were accuftomed to look up to Parliament forpro- 
teSion. Our anceftors had maintained many glorious ftruggles 
to obtain Parliainents ; and our brethren in America had pro- 
fufely laviflied awaV their blood to procure a Parliamentary 
reprefcntation. When King William delivered this country 
from the tyranny and oppreffion of the Stuarts, the firft thing 
he did, was to promife a Parliament ; but one word was al^ 
added— It was free ; without which it would have been of no 
value. He not only granted zfree Parliament, but many a6l8 
pafled in that reign to preferve and kei?p them independent 
All commiffioners of cuftoms, excife, fait duties, &€• as bting 
concerned in public money, were excluded from fitting afs 
members in the Houfe. He defired thofe a£l:s might be read. 
Betng read accordingly, he then faid that a new fpecies of 
. placemen had arofe fmce that time, more dangerous totbe confti- 

tutioDi 
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tutton, and more prejudicial to the intereft of the people, than 
any of t^iefe excluded by thofe aits. Thefe were people who 
held many lucrative and beneficial contrails under the govern- 
ment. He wiflied to avoid perfonalicies as mueh as poiEble, 
but he could not help taking notice of the gold contrad. 
The noble Lord in the blue ribbon had faid, that two and a 
half per cenc« had been^ given originally on that contra<£l ; but 
finding, fome time after, that it extended itfelf farther than was^ 
firft expedled, he lowered the bargain to one and a half per 
cent* If then it would bear a dedxi6tion of one per cent, it 
muft appear to the conviftion of every nvan, that two per cent, 
would have afforded a fiifficient proEc on the firfl: bargain. 
He faid, he feewed the agreement to a great merchant in th^ 
city of London, and he produced and rckd his opinion, w^ich 
was, that at computing the whole at the average price of two 
per cept. the profit amounted to 46,000]. That the ufual 
and eftabliflied commiiEon among merchants for remitting" 
money, even in ftnall Turns, was no more than half per cent, 
which on the fum remitted ^foM amount to ii,sool. fo that 
34,500]. had^ been given more than the accuftomed price* 
He could name many dther inftances, he faid, where very di£- 
advantageous bargains had been made for the public; but his 
remark, on the whole, was, that members of Parliament would 
not be contraftors, if extraordinary and improper advantages 
were not given them. 

We ihould not hear^ he faid, a member rife up, and afTure 
the Houfe, he fold his coals as cheap as any merchant ia 
London : another would not engage to furnifh coals ; or . 
another not engage ta provide fhoes. He never heard that 
there were any taylors or (hoemakers in that Houfe. It was 
impodible, he faid, not to perceive, that giving thefe coo- 
tracb to members was an arrant job, and did create a dan- 
gerous influence in that Houfe, which muft operate much to 
the injury of the nation ; for the more money was rai&d on 
the public the greater was the profit to thefe gentlemen : they 
throve upon the fpoil of their fellow fubjcfls. America would 
not fubmit to be taxed by the Parliament of England, becaufe 
the more money fte levied upon them, the more (he exone- 
rated her own harden. We feem to be fomething in their 
fituation j the more money thefe gentlemen vote to be raifed, 
the greater will be their profit : to grant away the money of 
others to enrich themfelves, was improper. Many more ar- 
guments R^ght be offered in fupport of the motion ^ but I will 

R 2, only 
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only obfervc, that, from a feries of mifmanagement, the iitua- 
tion of this country is become very critical and perilous^ 

We are at the edge of a precipice, and, without more 
public virtue, and better conduct, we muft inevitably fink. 
The very being of this country was hazarded, and unlefs a 
total alteration of men and meafures took place, we were de-» 
voted to every fpecies of calamity and ruin, flavery itfelf, per- 
haps, not excepted. 

The motional (hall make you is this, viz. 

*^ That leave be given to bring in a bill for reftraioing , 
any perfon, being a member of the Houfe of Commons, from 
being concerned himfelf, or any perfon in truft for him, in 
any contradl made by the commiiiioneis of His Majefty's 
treafury, the commifHoners of the navy, the board of ord- 
nance, or by any other perfon or perfons, for the public 
fervice, unlefs the faid contra£t (ball: be made at a public 
bidding." 

Sir George Tonge feconded the motion, and faid, it was full 
time that the Houfe (hould take tl^e expenditure of the public 
money, and the feveral modes of corruption, devifed to feduce . 
members from their duty, into confideration. 

Sir Jofeph Mawhiy was fever c upon the contraflors in 

feneral; and particularly fuch of them as had feats in that 
[oufe. 
Mr. Harley faid, he wifbed that the c6ntra<9:s were flri<EHy 
inquired into, as he was confcious that, upon the moft rigid 
and fcrupulous inveftigation, his would bear the teft. Said, he 
bad been all along confident, both befv re and fince the war; 
that he had always fupported government upon principle ; and 
had even rifqued his perfon and life in fupport of government. 
He therefore differed widely from the fentiments of the three 
worthy baronets who fpoke before him ; for he could folemnly 
affirm, his vote in Parliament was never influenced by any 
other confideration but the mere merit of the feveral queftions 
as they arofe. 

Mr^ Turner faid, the prefent queftion would prove the teft 
of minifters, and their friends in that Houfe j for it fleered a 
middle path. It did not merely exclude contradloVs for being 
contradtors in a fair, open, equitable manner ; but for being 
clofet contra£lors, for being private plunderers ; for entering 
into a confpiracy with a corrupt adminiflration to plunder 
their country \ and. either ihare the fpoil with the refl of the 
public confpirators, or with fome others more remote fron^ 
the public eye, and from national obfervation, 

Mr. 
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Mr. A. Bacon faid he was a merchant, and had honellly 
jferved an apprenticefhip for fcven long years to an eminent 
merchant \ and when he had contrads, he fulfilled them 
fairly and honeftly. Said, he had often voted againft mini- 
fters, and voted for the repeal of the ftamp a£l ; he could not 
conceive why contradors ihould be treated in fo unbecom- 
ing, nay, contemptuous a manner— as if they were monfters, 
and not fit for human fociety ! 

Sir Ctcil Wray faid, he always difliked private contrails. 
The prefent motion was not againft the perfons or charadters 
of contradors, but to prevent the foul deeds imputed to 
minifters, and men fuppofed to be leagued together to rob 
the public. The minifter, if he conlidered properly his 
own intereft, reputation, and perfonal fatisfadlion, ought to 
fupport the prefent motion. Thofe who wiihed to contrail, 
on the other hand, would be relieved from all that obloquy, 
which neceffarily follows the prefent mode of ferving the 
public in a private manner. 

Colonel Barre faid, contracfls ought to be open, and 
offered to the highefl bidder. The gentlemen rife one by 
one, and fay, " 1 am not influenced j I have voted fome- 
times one way, fometimes another.** This, however, muft 
be taken upon the bare credit of the honourable gen lemen, 
I have indeed obferved, that gentlemen of this defcription, 
when bills for laying duties on fhips going out or coming 
into harbours, or to bttild or repair piers, or for paffing 
light-houfes, fometimes difFer from adminiftratio'n> but upoa 
no other, that 1 can recoiled, during a very long know- 
ledge of this Houfe, 

The colonel next obferved, that he remembered a gentle- 
mao in that Houfe who rofe in a very haughty tone, avowed 
his independence; yet, upon further inqufry, he diftovered 
that this fame independent gentleman turned out to be in 
pofTeflion of a private contract, which brought him in thirty 
thoufand pounds a year. He owned he fufpeSed it at the 
time ; and it was that fufpicion led him to the difcovery of 
the fa(f^. Said, he was himfelf a contraftor with the pub- 
lic ; and was actually entered into a contra<a: with twenty 
perfonS'(*); faid, he did not know how he fhould get out 
of it, or rather, how he fhould die in it \ not for fear of any 
perfonal violence,, but how he fhould get his dinner. He 

* The fcledl committee for inquiring into the expenditure 
of the public money. 

R 3 then 



246 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778- 

then ma^e feveral fevere allufiens to cdntra£b and contrac- 
tors**«faid, the public money had heen ihamefully and tiai* 
^rottfly lairiih^d* He &id, Tup^ofe a mloifter, during the 
rece& of the treafury board, ihould fend for a contractor, 
a;nd give him a large contrad, in whk^h the nation was to 
be plundered of thirty or forty thoufand pounds, or more; 
and iuppofe the treafury be^^rd ihould meet after the faid 
recefs; and that after this clofct arrangement the minifter 
(bould through negleft forget, or puipofely omit, to men- 
tion a fyli^ble of this clofet contract— fuppofe, I fay, not a 
i^ngle ioUi of the contra(^ fliould be mentioned ; furely this^ 
ipdufl bg a private contrad wiih a witnefs ; and the ^niniiler 
muft be entitled to the public thinks of his country^ 

Lord North replied, that the fads alluded to by the ho* 
nourable gentldcoaa, wou!d come before tbe Houfe properly 
authenticated, from the felect committee. He therefore 
wiflied gentlemen would fufpend their opinions till the whok 
matter came properly before the Houfe, He faid, if he had 
ipiade any contraCis, he made them for the public benefit; 
.a<nd if jthey h^d turned out otherwife, it was not his fault ; 
at leaft, whatever he had done, he did for the beft. He 
fcemed to difapprove of the motion. 

Lord Giorge Gordon faid, that he was forry to differ ia 
opiniqn with the noble contrador in the blue ribband, the 
right honourable privy counfellor contractor, and the refl of 
the honourable contractors on the other fide of the Houfe, who 
had delivered their fentiments in opppfition to the motion. 
He took the liberty of rifing to declare his hearty concurrence 
with the very refpedtable and eloquent members near him, 
vho, with fo much power and perfuafion, had delivered to 
the Houfe unanfwerable arguments for giving their aSent to 
bring in the bil). 

That, having mentioned the noble lord as the head of the 
contractors, he would take the liberty of tnfiancing one ex^ 
ample of it in very hyr words to the Houfe. 

He (aid, that noble Lord was the greateft of all contractors \ 
he was a contractor for men ; a contractor for your flock, 
Mr, Speaker, [addreffing himfelf to the chair,] a contractor 
for the reprefentatives of tbe people j that noble Lord pro- 
pofed to give a place of a thoufand a year, provided a noble 
Duke would prevail on the mofi: infignificant member in that 
Houfe to vacate his feat in Parliament, 

The noble Duke behaved like a man upon the occafion ; 
like a frie^nd, like a brother ; he rejeCted the viUanous pro- 
pofiuon that noble Lord had the afTurance to make. 

He 
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He thentoiid the Houle, he was not acquainted with the 
noble Lord ; he had never fpoke to him ; he had never the 
honour of being introduced to him ; but he fincerely wrfhed 
him to fave his country and his own life ; defired him to call 
off his butchers and ravagers from the colonies; to retire 
with the reft of his Majefty's evil advifers from the public 
government) and make way for honeft and wifer counfellors ; 
to turn from his wickednels and live; it was not yet too late 
to repent ; the public clamour for revenge was not yet raifed 
againft him ; his Majefty's troops were not yet totally defeated 
in America. 

After thanking the Houfe for their attention, he faid he 
would not trefpafs any longer at that time on their kind in^ 
diligence. 

Lord North denied that the propofitioTi the noble Lord had 
alluded to was a villanous propofition ; and obje£ted to the 
word villanous, as highly unparliamentary and improper. 

Lord George Gordon replied, that he retraded the epithet 
villanous, as an unparliamentary expreffion ; but defied the 
noble Lord, or any man, to deny the veracity df what he had 
related ; and left it to the breaft of every member in the Houfe 
to apply an epithet more fuitable to a treaty of that nature^ 
with brother fbr brother. 

The queftion was called for and the Houfe divided 5 for the 
motion 71, againft it 50* 

April 14. 

In the committee on the bill for recruiting his Majefty't ^ 
land forces and marines; 

Mr. Turner obferved, that the a£l of imprefling was fo con- 
trary to the fyftcm of our liberty, that he could not fee an expe- 
dient brought into Parliament anfwering to that end, without 
at leaft rendering it as eafy as pofiible to the fubje£t. He 
withed to fee no one man prefled into the fervice who was 
ufeful to fociety ; and he was convinced, that among men of 
another defcription enough might be found to fatisfy the emer- 
gency of the times. Smugglers, for inftance, were a fet of 
n»en injurious to the community; and therefore he moved, 
that all men dete6ted in fmuggling any prohibited commodity, 
to a lefs amount than forty pounds, (hould be imprefled, in 
lieu of any other punilhment or penalty that the law had pro- 
vided. This amendment paffed. 

Sir Cecil Wray moved, that the claufe obliging fuch as 
might be difcharged by an appeal, to pay fixpcnce for each 
day of their detention, mould be expunged; and in place there- 
of, that each man difcharged as an improper obje<9, fhoulJ 
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receive one fhilling for each day of bis detention— This alfo 
pafled. 

Mr, Turner moved, that the claufe proteAing diforderly men 
from the po^yer of the ad, who had a vote for a reprefentative 
in Parliament, Ihould be totally expunged j but the Houfe was 
againft that amendment. 

The bill went through the committee and was ordeired to 
be reported. 

Sir George Savile moved for leave to bring in a bill) to re- 
peal the Quebec adl ; upon the ground of its being odious and 
inimical to the Americans, and confequently anobftacie to 
OUT attempts to make an accommodation with them. 

Mr. Jcliffe faid there was no fecundation for fuch an appre* 
henfion.* The a£l was not complained of — no evidence had 
been oflFered at the bar to prove the bill in<?xpedient, nor had 
he heard an argument offered in favour of the repeal. 
- Mr. Fielde afked, if there was no argument in the opinion 
of Governor Johnftone, one of the commiffioners ? 

Sir George Howard faid there were but two cirrumftances 
which he thought could deprive us of Canada : The repeal- 
ing this bill, and recalling Sir Guy Carleton, who knew the 
temper of the people fo well. Upon General Carleton's au^ 
thbrity he faid he thought the repeal of the ad now would be 
dangerous. 

Mr. T, Townjhend fpoke highly of Sir CJuy Carleton's 
military abilities, but faid be was before miftaken in the opi- 
nion which he delivered at the bar, relative to the difpohtion 
of the people irf that province : therefore his authority in this 
particular was not to be wholly relied on. He contended, that 
not only this conftitution had been violated in that a<ft, but 
alfo that of the Canadians ; for they had enjoyed the benefits 
of a Britifh government for fome years prior to the a6l, and 
Parliament erred egregioufly, when it prefumtd to abrogate 
the liberties of a Britiih government. To fiy that the people 
defircd it, was a downright abfurdity ; for what people who^ 
like them, had ever tafted the fweets of our conftitutional frec-t 
dom, would think of flying back to an ariftocratic government, 
where an aflembly or council of little noblefle had a legiflative 
authority over them ? 

The Houfe divided ; for the npiotion, 54, againft it, 96. 
-^pril 15, 

The Houfe in committee of fupply, %\t Grey Cooper moved, 
That the fum of 56,6801. be granted to difcharge the penfions 
allowed by government to thofe perfons who bad fuffered 

loffes 
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loffes in America, on account of their loyalty to his Ma- 
jelly. 

Colonel 5^rr/ then moved, That the lift of thofe perfons, 
with the rcfpedive penfions aifigned them, fhould be laid be- 
fore the Houfe. 

Lord North urged the impropriety of expofing fuch perfons 
to the rcfentmeni of their <:ountrymen ; which would necefla- 
rily be the cafe, if the lift then moved for were to be laid on 
the table ; but he declared his rcadinefs to fubmit it to the 
infpeftion of any member who privately defired to fee it. 

Colonel Barre faid ^his propofal was unparliamentary, and 
tended to bring perfooal odium on -the inquiring party* 
The.fum voted laft year for the (ame purpofe was 30,000!. 
It was now encreafed 26,000!. and upon no other authority 
than the word of the minifter, wi h refpedl to the neceffity or 
application of fo large a fum. Much had been loft in the 
cfonteft by fome efpoufers of government. Much had been 
gained by other partizans of their caufc ; it was a ^ pity the 
gainers were not obliged to fupport the lofers. The noble 
Lord at the head of adminiftration had acquired fome advan- 
tages ; his countenance had all the characters of humanity in 
it. He furely might provide for a few of them. Another 
noble Lord on the treafury bench near him, [Lord Weft- 
cote,] though with a countenance not quite fo bouniifQl, 
poftefled perhaps as generous and humane a heart. He could, 
no doubt, provide for a few. And a t+iird ri^ht honourable 
member in his eye, [Mr. Rigby,] who had a harveft of plentjF 
in his face, might reafonably be expcded to take care of a 
few more : to enable him to do this, he enjoyed the lucra* 
tive poft of paymafter of the forces, with (everal fnug fine- 
cures, fome that were known to the public, and many that 
were unknown. ^ 

Lord Frederick Campbell complained of the partiality in 
which provifion was made for tr.e fufFerc.s in this conteft; 
particularly inHancing the treatment of a* noble relation of 
his own, who had loft a coniiderable fortune, and his appli- 
cations for a provifion had been totally neglected by admini- 
ftration. 

Lord Wejicoie declared that the pendons given by the trea- 
fury on this account, were not as a compenfation for thelofles 
fufFered, but merely as a fubiiftence for the parties^ till 
fomething more effedlual could be done for them. The 
noble Lord alluded to would no doubt be confidered as foon 
as we were in a fituation to make compenfation for the lofles 

which 
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which had bten incurred by individuals in fupporting the 

interefts and authority of this country. 

}rk expatiated on the great care which the treafury bench 
bad taken in allotting thofe penGons; a bufmefs which they 
purfued with fuch attention, that they foinetimes loft their 
dinners by it, and often were obliged to make ibort 
meal^ whilft they were inveftiga.ing the nierits of the 
ieveral claimants. 

Mr. T. Townfimd obfcrrved, thsgt (horc as the meals were 
which the treafury lords had taken upon this bufinefs, they 
had contrived to make a very large rechnin;^ for the nation 
to pay ; and it Teemed as if the people would be better fatis- 
fied, that their Lordfliips had held moft fumpcuous private 
fea/is at iheir own houfes, than fuch expenfive public fafti 
at the treafury board. 

Mr. Turner advifed the colonel to withdraw his motion, 
and hot to take the ienfe of a inajority upon a queftion for 
the granting of money, when he was convinced that they 
were of a defcription which rendered them in fad, though 
not in form, incompetent to the duty of voting the public 
money. 

Colonel Barre pafied fome encomiums on the obfervation 
of the honourable gentleman, declared, upon his honour, be 
thought him right j and withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Fitlde delivered his fcntiments ihortly againft the con- 
fidence placed in the fole word of a minifter, on the applica* 
tion of (o large a Turn. 

And Mr. Burke fpoke a few words at the end of the debate^ 
fupporting Colonel Barrc's hint, ** that thofe who had gained 
fo "largely by this war, ihould aiTift thofe who had been 
lofcrs by it.'- 

Jpril 16. 

£ilU patled. Adjourned to the agth. 
Jpril 29 and 30- 

No debate* 

May J. 

Bill prefented to exclude contraflors from fitting in the 
Houfe of Commons, and read. Moved, To be read a (econd 
time on the 4th. The Houfe divided, for the queftion 72) 
againft it 61. 

Adjourned to May 4. 

May 4, 

A petition being prefented from the manufa6turers of 
Somerfedhire againft the bill for permitting the importation 
ofisl^clotfa from Ireland, M^v, Burke obferved, that it was 
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ke who through miftake moved for leave to bring in the biil^ 
though, upoo inquiry, he luice difcovered, that fuch a law is 
already in being. If the bill was to be produdive of the 
confequences dated in the petition, it was a little extraordt^ 
• nary the petitioners forgot to complain when they were hurt; ' 
and now feel fo ftrongly when there is not even a poffibiliry <yf 
fuftaining any injury. From this he inferred, that the jealoufy 
entertained of the other Irifh bills was equally ill-founded, and 
only originated in grofs prejudice, or the felfi(h views of a few 
intereAed individuals. 7'he petition was ordered to lie upon 
the table. 

Order for fecond reading the contraSors bill. 

Earl Nugent obje£ted to reading the bill upon two grounds. 
The bill appointed, that all contrails, in which members or 
their agents were concerned, fliould be purchafed by auSion, 
and yet government were not bound by it to accept the o6Fer 
of the loweft bidder ; therefore he thought the k&. would be 
nugatory. Contrails had been in ufage for many years, and 
were confidered by the wifeft adminiftration as the wifeft 
way of ferving the public ; and it was therefore unfair 
that members of that Houfe fhould be excluded from their 
ihare in a fair mercantile practice till it had been proved 
. tipon them that they had made an unworthy ufe of the indul* 
gence, A committee was now fitting, employed in the exa<^ 
mination of the contrafts now in exiftence. It would be 
prejudicing the contraSors to do any thing againft them before 
the report from that committee was made. He couid not fup- 
pofe that contradb created any undue influence in the Houfe 
more than finecure places (which, by the bye, he fuppofed no 
man on either fide of the Houfe would agree to exclude) ; and 
the legiflature, by tolerating the latter, h^d determined it to 
be no prejudice. 

Sir Philip Jennings Gierke .faid, the noble Lord had very 
juftly ftated the grounds and principle of the bill, which was 
to prevent any undue influence in that Houfe by members 
holding beneficial cpniradts under government, and. aifo to 
guard againft an improper laviih expenditure of the public 
money. If the conduit of the majority of that Houfe for 
the two preceding years was adverted to, there would appear 
to be too much reafon to apprehend, that feme improper in- 
fluence had prevailed ; how elfe could it be accounted for, 
that a great number of gentlemen (hould uniformly purfue 
meafures of force and violence, Ibould declare they would 
oeVer confent to a peace with America while there was a (hip 
tbat could fwim, or a foldjcr carry a mufquct? Others 

declare 
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declare th?y would bring them on their knees ; others tallc of 
ftarvat'ton ; and every one of chofe gentlemen, above two 
hundred, in one morning, in one half hour, ail change their 
opinions, confefs themfelves to have been in an error, and aH 
adopt a nevir conduct, and fubmit to become fuppliants for 
that favour which, vtrhen they had the power, they with fo 
much haughtinefs refufed to grant. Such a verfdtility of coo- 
dud cou'd not poffibly be afcribed to a fudden general con- 
vi£tion ; no man with a grain of fenfe could imagine it was. 
When it has been already proved, he faid, that ine man got 
more than tJiirty-five thoufand pounds above the ordinary 
profit on one contract, it was unnecefiary to fay that an ill 
itfe had been made of the public money. The noble Lord in 
the blue ribbon, he faid, had declared in the Houfe, that he did 
not wi{h to fee comrades given to members of Parliament^ but 
his words and actions had not correfponded, as he had (bewn an 
extraordinary avidity to get contrads into his hands, particu- 
larly one of hiring (hips ; when he had ftepped out of his own 
department into that of the navy- board, which was fomewhat 
hurtful to the public, as the bufinefs had been always carried 
on there in the manner now propofed by this bill, by public- 
bidding, and no complaint had ever been made. The noble 
Lord told the Houfe (on this affair being mentioned), that 
the navy-board had excufed fhemfelves from this contradt, as 
being too full of bufinefs. It was true they did refufe it; it 
was put to them in a way to infure their refufal ; the noble 
Lord wifced them to refufe it, and put the queftion to them 
as an old man pu s a queftion to a fine woman, in making her 
to fay yes, and wiflimg nothing fo much as to have her (ay 
no. The noble Lord's wiflies prevailed j and how did it 
anfwer to the public ? Why, one of ihefe (hips carried out 
to America one -hundred wheelbarrows, one fmith's forge, and 
a pair of bellows^ for which the nation paid thirteen humired 
and odd pounds. 

The oWje6k of the bill, he faid, was to take care that the 
public (hould not be defrauded out of that money which they 
fo liberally granted to defend the nation ; and he could not 
conceive that any member of that Houfe could be fo regard* 
lefs of the intereft of his conftituents as to fay they (hould 
be. 

He thought, therefore, there would be very little oppofition 
to the bill, and that, for the honour and credit of the HoufC) 
it would then pafs into a law. 

Sir 
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Sir Edward AJIley obferved to the noible Lord, [rx)rd Nu- 
gent] that though he might call it prt-juiging the contradors 
to enter on the burmefs before the Houfe then, tlH the report 
from the feleft coni?nittee was mad?, he afiured him, as he 
was one he faid of that conimitiee, that the report would 
fufficiently prove the neceflity and propriety of the bilL He 
Cnd the noble Lord had thrown out a kind of refletSion on the 
Houfe at large, by faying, they would not wifli on either fide 
to preclude p?n(loncrs and placemen from feats. He declared 
he, for his own part, wiflied fuch a motion was made, as he 
would be happy (happy in the bappinefs of the kingdom) if 
every placeman and penfioner was (hut out, and he would zea- 
loufly efpoufe fuch a moiton. 

Mr. iVondnvell objefled to the motion, becaufe he believed 
putting up contra<5ts to fale would be prejudicial to the public 
fervfce. Men inadequate to the arcompltfnment of the con-> 
XX2£k% would at all times bid lower than men of ability and 
repotation, and they would do much more injury by ferving 
the public badly, than the difference of expence. He had feen 
inftances of it in the contraNSls of the Eaft India Company^ 
and thofe of fo fatal a nature, that he could not agree to the 
motion. Gentlemen unacquainted with bufinefs, and of little 
confequence in the eye of the public, might move for refor- 
mations in every department of government. 

[Here Mr. Townjhend cllcd him to order, and faid, a gen- 
tleman rifes in his feat, who holds a contrad himfelf from go- 
vernment, and, in the aflembly of the nation, ddres to call the 
mover of a queftion, one of the moft independent members of 
the Houfe, a man of no confequence. He would give thnt 
honouruble gentleman to under fland, that the gentleman re^ 
ferred to, in better' times than the prefent, merited a feat in 
that Huufe, while he ojght to ftand at the bar.] 

Mr. Wombwell to explain. He explained his. own contract 
to the Houfe. 

Earl Nugent obferved, that the honourable gentleman had 
meant no affront by the expreffion. The Houfe wouid re- 
menber he was a merchant, and a n.an of no corfeqience 
was a mercantile phrafe, and meant no more than a man un* 
known upon 'change. [This created a hud laugh ] 

Mr. Byng obferved, that the crowded appearance of the 
Houfe, no doubt, gave the minifter ground for hope, that he 
Ihould not be again defeated in this favourite point. He knew 
what arts had been ufed to colleft the gentlemen. The trea- 
fury letters had been circulated up n this occafion with rather 

too 
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too much notoriety ; ^Yen the hour of appointment had come 
to the ears of people not called on the occafion. It was cau** 
tioufly done, however, to mention the hour, that he might 
DOt again, if he chofe to oppofe numbers for want of argu« 
ment to the queftion, be worded. He hoped, however, the 
bill would immediately pais into a law. 

Lord George Gordon, i rife to declare my happirtefa in con- 
curring with the very refpedlable baronet on the floor, who, 
with a laudable zeal for the credit of the Houfe, has this day 
committed to our confideration the commitment of the con* 
tra^rs bill. It meets with my hearty approbation, as being 
one ci the many fteps abfolutely neceflary to be taken towards 
regaining the confidence and refpeS of the people to the pri- ' 
viJeges of Parliament. 

I confefs, at the fame time, it is an Herculean labour the 
Hon. member has undertaken? for I think the cleanfmg king 
Augeas's (lable from filth and dirt of three thoufand oxen, for 
the fpace of thirty-nine years, in the courfe of a day, wa» a 
mere play and pafiime, compared to the arduous talk of re« 
ftoring this Houfe to its «fncient and original purity?. 

Though the honourable baronet is not quite fo ftrong as 
Hercules, he is fupported in his endeavour of to-day by truth, 
Juftice, and good policy; which, added to his own abilities, 
with that great refpedt which every member in this Houfe, as 
well as his countrymen at large, entertain for his intentions to 
promote the welfare of the public, uill, I hope, induce a very 
great majority to approve his prefent propofition. 

Sir, this dunghill of contrads has given an ill air to ouf 
whole proceedings ? ft has got wind abroad, and proves very 
offenfive to the public noftrils ; our conftituents begin tc 
fmeil a rat; they nofe us in the lobby, and caH us (with 
more truth, I am afraid, than politenefs) ta»yIors and (hoe- 
makers, colliers and cabbage-falter?, potatoe foreftallers, four 
crout makers, and fwine contradlors. Our mace is tarnifiied 
with this dunghill; our authority choaked : and the dignity, 
reputation, and the fair name of the Conjmbns is fmothered, 
and finking in porter and falted cabbage, flioes, four crout, 
and potatoes. Foh I Mr* Speaker ! what a naufeous banquet 
have the Treafury invited their friends from their pleafanC 
gardens and villas in the country to partake of, in the month 
of May. 

An honourable member on the other fide of the Houfe, 
[Anthony Bacon, JEfq.] one of the moft ancient contradlors 
within tbefe walls, and, as I am told, a confiderable merch^t 

m 
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in the city/ has mentioned that contranfting in this Houfe was 
the very fpiric of trade. So I believe it is ; and the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon may poffibly find, when the day of 
^tio<*ble and adverfity ihall arrive, that that very fpirit of profity 
which induced Incle to fell Yarico, may tempt fome few 
fteady friends of his profperity to contract for, and furnifh out 
the blacic cloth 'and fcaffolding at their unhappy patron's exe- 
cution. 

Mr. Sergeant Adair faid, He wa^ certain, that, among the 
merchants of the city of London, many might be found as 
adequate to the execution of a contra^ as any member of 
that Houfe; yet he was fenfible, that, in cafe of a competition, 
he who had a feat would be preferred ; and this created a 
fair conclufion, that contraSs were beneficial to the mini* 
fter. He would wiOi that claufe, however, were inferted into 
the bill, preferving the prefent contrac):ors from its tendency; 
they had made their treaties before its-exiftence, and it ought 
riot to be of an ex poft faSlo nature. He recurred to what a 
noble Lord [Lord Nugent] faid in the outfet of the debatet 
that peniioners and placemen ought to be excluded, as well as 
contractors. He from his heart thought fo, and was fincerely 
of opinion, that there never would be an independent Houfe 
of Commons until fuch aji event (hould take place* 

Governor Pownal concluded the debate. He did not ob- 
y& to the motion, but believed it was not adequate to the 
purpofe; it could not provide againft fccret jobbing; and he 
would rather wilh to fee members rife, like tBe honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Womb well], and defend their contrafts in the 
tace of the Houfe, than have them made by the intervention 
of nominal agents. A motion was then made, ^^ That the 
Speaker do leave the chair," paffed in the negative, the num- 
bers being, againft the motion 115, for it 113. 

A motion was then^ made for adjourning the commttn)ent 
of the bill for two months, when the numbeis were, Ayes, 1 13, 
Noes, log. 

May 5. 

Lord North delivered the following -raeflage from his Ma- 

George R. 
. «* His Majefty relying on the repeated zeal and afFe£iion 
of his faithful Commons, and confidering that, in t-his critical, 
jund^ure, emergencies may arife that may be of the utmoft 
importance, and attended with the molt dangerous confc- 
quences, if proper means (hould not be. immediately applied. tci> 

defeat 
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defeat and prevent them ; is defirous, that this Houfe will 
enable him to defray any extraordinary expences incurred, or 
to be incurred* by the miUtary fervices for the fervice of the 
year 1778, and to take fuch further meafures as the exigency 
of affairs may require." 

. And his Lordfhip moved, Th^t the conflderation of the 
meflage fliauld be referred to the committee of fupply. 

Sir George Tonge objected to the motion, and confidered it 
as very improper, in ttie prefent crifis of affairs, to vote inde- 
finite fums of money to an adminiflracion fo incapable of ex- 
pending the public revenue with oeconomy and effe6t. He 
thought the emergencies ought to be afcertained to the Houfe, 
the fums fpecified, and authentic documents and vouchers of 
the expenditure laid upon the table, 

Mr. Turner was of the fame opinion: th§ Houfe ought to 
fit and vote the money gradually, as the wapts and occafions 
arofe. 

Mr. Townjhend faid, it was no fecret, that the Toulon 
fquadron, condfting of twelve thips of the line, and feveral 
others of inferior force, had failed from that port on the 
13th of April, in order, as was fuppofed, to fir ike fome 
decifive blow in the weftern world. Yet what has been the 
coiidudl of adminiftration ? To keep our fleet idle at home, 
or for no other purpofe but to be exhibited as a public fpec- 
tacle, to gratify the curiofity of thofe who were inclined to 
wafte their time and money. He then pointed out the very 
defencelefs ftate of our feveral dependencies in North Ame* 
rica and the Weft Indies } and faid, he trembled for their 
fate. As foon as minifters had notice of the forwardnefs 
of this armament, they ought to have difpatc'hed a fufficient 
force to watch their motions, and have taken fuch a cer- 
tain ftaiion as would have put it out of the power of D'Eft^ing 
to elude u^. What was the cafe now? The fleet was failed; 
but whither, no man could tell \ whether to Halifax, the^ 
Delaware, Quebec, to attack our Weft-India Iflands, or 
to make a conquefi of the Eaft Indies. He afked, whither 
is the fplrit of England fled? Where is the wifdon^ that 
ufed to pervade her councils? Where are the terrors gone 
with which fhe was wont to fill the bofoms of thofe who 
dared to infult her ? Britain, he feared, was betrayed ; 
treachery and corruption vied with each other to fee which 
(hoi. Id firft effe(£t her downfall and difgrace. He was re- 
markably fevere upon thofe who, he faid, affefted to fill 
the- rank of minifters, and directly charged them with ig- 

riorance^ 
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norance, la!sineft, ihcajtocityj and treachery; arid lamented^ 
that while our pag^sant (hows and ftreamers were wantoning 
in the wind at Spitbead, our glory wais tarnifhing, our 
coafts were infulted, and the Britifli flag for eVer dif^ 
graced ! 

Lord North hoped, that whtin th^ honourable gentleman 
knew the preparations that had been made, and the care 
.taken to protet^ this country from invaflotij he would not fo 
luftily conBemn the miniftry rs treacherous and incapable* 
The utnoft exertions had been made ; and though no fleet 
ImnI yet failed to oppofe the Toulon fquadron, that could not 
%e properly laid to the charge of minifterial incapacity, flnce 
dlt French had it at all times in their power, by their mode 
•of fupply from their regifter, to man out a fleet fooner than 

lAtm AJhm congratulated the nation on the recovery, in fome 
degnee, of that worthy fpirit which had on fo many occafions 
fignalized the nation. The example in the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Townfbend) (hone fo bright, that he hoped it 
would be followed. 

'Mr. Ptdtemy begged the Houfe to remember that the ad- 
vice of the failing of the Toulon fleet came to the admini« 
ftration on Monday the 27th ult. and no privy council was 
fummoned until the Wednefday following. The wind was 
fdXT for failing even till Saturday laft, and the opportunity was 
iierieaed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

May 6, 
.The Houfe in committee on fupply of the King's meflage. 

The order of the day being read, for a vote of credit to his 
Majefty of i ,oco,ooo 1. 

Mr. T. Townjhtnd drew a picShire of our national defence, 
having, as he faid, a militia without arms, who were gone to 
be encamped without tent equipage ; and a navy, either not 
manned, or not vidualled, but lying embayed at Spithead 
for the mere parade of a naval review, while the Toulon fleet 
had failed on its expedition, Mfhich might prove fatal to the 
diftant fettlements of the Britifh empire. He inquired 
whether we were a£lually at war or at peace with Spai^t, 
that (he dared to infult our flag in her ports, and our com- 
manders were fo degradingly treated by her, whilft every 
attention was paid to l;he (hips of our revolted provinces, and 
their captains faluted with naval honours by the admiral at 

VoL.VIIL S Cadiz? 
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Cadiz ? Wa^ it the mere incapacity of admlniftration which 
tempted Spain to treat us with fuch reproach ? If it was; fhat 
incapacity was as injurious to the nation as the blackeft 
treachery. He afked if it was poffible for minifters to be 
awake, and yet fuffer the Toulon fleet to feil without taking 
a fingle ftep to oppofe them ? Could they call themfelves 
minifters and guardians of the nation's weal, and yet confefe 
that they had procured no intelligence till Monday fen'night, 
of the departure of that fleet on the 13th of April? Was it 
from want of power to oppofe them, or from the fame inauf- 
picious fatality which had baniftied every honeft man from 
the councils of his Majefty ? Was our navy a mere pageant 
fleet* or was it equal to aSual fervice ? Was it victualled and 
manned, or was it yet to be equipped ? Did the regiftry of fea- 
men in France give her an advantage over us in the fpeedy 
equipment of her navy ? Was this never known till that day? 
Were we fo ignorant of this advantage, that no exertions 
Ihould be made to guard againftit? Where was now the 
boafted refpe£iibility of our navy ? Were we to trace it in the 
pillages fuffered on our coafls, or the alarms and terror into 
which fo many parts of the kingdom have been lately thrown, 
by invading infolence? But the plundering a nobleman's 
houfe, the ravaging a few eflates, or burning an odd town, 
were not perhaps obiecas to challenge the vigour of our fleets! 
The fpirit of the militia was certainly very great. The ar- 
dour of the firft men in the kingdom, and the generous alacrity 
of perfons of every condition to enter into that conftitutional 
body, left us little apprehenfion for our internal defence ; but 
in this, as in every other inftance of the condufl: of govern- 
ment, there were many evident neglefts. The delay in calling 
them out, and the want of tents and arms, left them even 
yet unequal to the duties of eflential fervice. He appealed 
to the Houfe on the validity of the charge of government 
againft gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe-— *^ that they 
had fuddenly ruihed from backwardnefs to precipitation, 
from defpondency to confidence, from checking the ardour 
of adminiftration to a crimination of their inadlivity." 
But had not the change of public affairs reconciled the 
confiftency of thefc two lines of conduift ? The firft was 
between us and America, the latter between us and France, 
lliat related to an ofFenfive war againft our bretbren ; this 
to a defenfive one againft our natural enemy. Upon the 

whole, 
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whole, he woiild not oppofe a grant which T^as for fuch ne- 
ceflary purpofe*, but he apprehended it would be of little 
ufe, if the adminiftration of afFairs remained in the hands of 
men fo flagrantly jgnorant^ and fo fcandaloufly negligent as 
Ae prefent fervants of the crown* 

Mr. Penton aflured the Houfe^ that wfe had a fleet ably 
equipped, and ready to fail when commanded. He denied 
that the Spaniih admiral had returned the falute of the rebel 
privateer, and faid he had his information of the affair front 
no lefs an authority than Captain Rowley himfelf, whofe 
letter on the fubjeft he was then in poffeflion of. He vindi- 
cated the miniftry refpefting the Whitehaven affair. Such 
attacks had been made in the moft active adminiftrations, of 
which the defcent of Monf. Thurot upon Carrickfergus in 
the north of Ireland, during the laft war, was a recent in-*- 
fiance. Every thing that could be done on that occafioii 
had been infiantly put in execution. Four fhips of force 
were difpatched in different courfes, in fearch of the priva- 
teer, and would, he hoped, be foon able to give fome ac-* 
count of her* 

On being afked by Sjr George Yonge, if the fleet at 
Spithead had received any orders for failing, he declined 
giving an anfwer to thA" que (lion, unlefs called Upon by the 
Houfe. 

Mr. Fox aflced the Houfe, if any man in his fenfes would 
give a vote of credit to an adminiftration, who were always the 
laft who learned what they fliould have been the firft to know ? 
An adminiftration who could be fo infenfible of the fudden 
emergencies of fuch times as t^efe, that, when official advice 
came of an event almofl: univerfally underftood for feveral 
days before, not more than one of them dould be found in 
town i their amufements had engroffed their attention ; nor 
could a fufficient number be procured for holding a council 
till the hour of debate was loft? Who then could fupport 
fuch miniftersr Who could be extravagant enough to trufl: 
them with the expenditure of a fingle ftiilling ? 

Lord George Germain acknowledged that appearances were 
again ft the miniftry ; but appearances \yere not to juftify a 
condemnation ; a full inquiry into the circumftances might 
place their cafe in a different light. For his part, he was 
ready to meet every fcrutiny, arid wiflied punilhment to 
fall where it was deferved. When the difpatches arrived he 
took the fpeedieft means to convene the minifters from the 

S 2 country, 
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country, where ibmc of them were. From the time of 
their arrival the greateft expedition had been ufed by him, 
in fending the orders of council to the proper officers at 
Spithead; but misfortunes were not always to be avoided. 
He hoped, he heartily wiflied, our affairs might take a 
happier turn ; and concluded by urging, that it would have 
teen imprudent to have difpatched after Count D'Eftaing 
a fleet deflined for our home defence before wc knew the 
deftination of his fleet. 

Mr. Fex then begged the attention of the Houfc to a 
fefolution which he had lately moved in the committee ot\ 
jhe ftate of the naiion, *' That the navy in its prefent ftate is 
inadequate to the defence of the empire." Miniftcrs then 
oppofed it by afl*ertions and votes, but they now confirmed 
it in argument and a£lion j for the noble Lord admitted that 
a fleet ihould have been ordered out for our external pra<> 
teftion if our internal defence could have permitted it. Mr, 
Fox went further in aflTerting, that a fleet might have been 
fpared from the immediate protefiion of our coa(ts, as he 
Was confident our militia and army would be fully fufficien^ 
to repel any foreign invader : there were ample refources in 
the prefent fpirit of the nation to mock every menace of in- 
vafion. With fuch a dependence, Sow was it poilible to eili* 
mate the guilt of minifters who could tamely fufFer an boflilp 
fquadron to carry unmolefled deftrudiion to the Britiih 
army in America ? The difgrace of a Burgoyne was, it 
feems, to be atoned by the defeat of a Howe, and the want 
of infornrition, refpeding the Franco- American treaty, is 
, compenfated in the ignorance of D'Eftaing's failing an4 
deftination. Was there anything more wanted to fea| th^ 
fatal character of the prefent inaufpicious miniftry? Or 
could they any longer hope to be trufted with the treafures 
of a nation they have fo (hamefully betrayed, and of whofc 
fituation the noble Lord himfelf feemed to entertain fuch 
little confidence ? At his conclufion he expreiTed awiflito 
know whether a fleet had even yet been ordered to fa-l after 
the French fquadron, and, if not too late, to prevent the 
deftru6tion of our navy and army in America. 

Lord George Germain complained that his words were not 
fairly interpreted : he wilhed indeed that the orders of council 
could have been fooner difpatched to Spithead, but he had 
not expreflcd a lingle idea o( defpondency. The navy was 
now in a formidable ftate, and was every day encreafing 
in ftrength and numbers, fufficient to warrant the faireft 
hopes, if minifters had been difpofed to truft the defence . 

of 
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of this kingdom to the militia, much as the fleet might be 
wanted at home, a number of fhips might have been fent 
abroad. The painful pre-eminence of office at fuch a 
time was, he faid, Jittle to be envied ; for his part, if any 
gentleman of talents and inclination to ferve his country 
wifbed to come into his place, he was ready to refign it. 
He added, that there was little neceffity for afKing if Gene*- 
tal HoM^e was in danger ; whether a fleet had been ordered 
out to prote<9 him ; and he" flattered himfelf that D'Eftaing 
fhould not attack us in any part of our empire with im<* 
punity. 

Mr. Burie faid, k was idle to pretend that the deftinatiori 
of the Toulon fleet had been fo long a fecret, or that it was 
criminal if true. American pilots had been long engaged 
to condufl: it. We had loft the advantage of the wind, 
which blows to the weft during the month of April, and 
that by the crime of minifters ; were^ we therefore to give 
our purfe ftrings to their will, and retire in confidence to 
cultivate our gardens, fmooth our lawns, and aflume the 
little offices of ruftic magiftracy ? Could we truft the fole 
guidance of the (hip 6f ftate to pilots, whom we have fo 
lately detefled in the bafeft torpor, whilft the danger threat 
tened— =-whb left her to the mercy of the waves, quitting the 
decks in the moment that called for all their fkill and adl- 
vlty — who were' not to be foun>^ when the fquall came on, 
Alas! the rudder was la(hed, and Palinurus gonetofleep! 
He ended his fpeech by lamenting that his country {hould be 
reduced to the poor dependence of hopes and prayers, the arms 
of old women $ and that a Britifh minifter, inftead of ading 
the ftatefman, and timely exerting the ftreng^h of the na-i- 
tion, fhould dwindle into a prieft, and pioufly offer up his 
prayers for the falvation of his country ! 

The queftion was called for, and carried without a divi- 
fion. 

The order of the day for the fecond reading of the Irifh 
bills; the firft of which, to take oflF the duty laid on the 
exportation of Irifh fail cloth, linens, &c. Sir Cecil Wray 
propofed an amendment by adding the words " this day two 
months,** inftead of " now,*' which occaiioned a flight alter- 
cation ; but was agreed to. 

Next came on the fecond reading of the fecond bill <* for 
the free importation to Ireland of all merchandize from 
America, Africa^ and the Weft Indies, &c.*' which was 
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likewife oppofed by a fimilar motion of Sir Cecil Wray, 
to introduce the words, " this day three months," inftead 
of *' noTy ;" and which brought on a debate. 

Sir Cecil IVray took a general review of the commercial 
ftate "of Ireland, and expreffed his hearty wiflies, that the 
Britifti Parliament might render her every afliftance in its 
power, without infringing on the trade of Great Britain; 
faid, he had no obje6lion to admit of Ireland's participating 
equally with us ot the betiefiis of a free trade, provided fhe 
bore a.i equal Qiare of our national burthens ;-?-^but that was 
not the cafe ; Ireland was computed to contain 2,COO,000 of 
fouls, and they were *4xed at i,coo,ooo; 10s, each upon an 
average; that Great Britain having 6,0CQ,00Q of fouls, axid 
her taxes b?ing .12,000,000, each inhabitant was taxed 40s, 
an aftohifhing difference, and fuch as could not juftify the 
introdu(5lion of the bills now depending. He well knew the 
grievances cf the former country, and lamented them ; 
among which were the Irifli penfxon lift the finecure of- 
fices—the Roman Catholic bills the abfentees— — and 

various others; and aflured the Houfe he would gladly 

join in redreffing them ; but the prefent bufmefs was of too 
ferious and cotnplicated a nature to be hurried through at the 
latter end of a fefHons ; that, in his opinion, the trade of 
Ireland ihould be referred to a committee, who (hould mi- 
nutely inveftigate it, and report it to the Houfe, who might 
then take the whole into confideration, and endeavour to 
relieve them. As to a rebellion in Ireland, in confequence 
of a non-compliance with the prefent requeft, he had no ide^ 
of it ; the people at large were not interefted in the event ; 
a few merchants of Corke, Dublin, &c. might ; but the 
wealthy and opulent were not the men for rebellion ; they 
were the poor and indigent 5 if America had becft rich, flie 
would never have been in rebellion \ the rich only are calcu- 
lated for flavcs. If thtfe bills pafled, he would not anfwer 
but a rebellion might happen in England, becaufe our manu- 
fafturers would be out of employ ; and as a further confide- 
ration, a part of our fea niirfery would be deftroyed by the 
paffing of thefe bills. 

On the whole, Sir Cecil was of opinion, that the prefent 
meafure was brought into the Houfe at a very irpproper time, 
when the minds of men were taken up with matters of the 
moft fingular importance ; and, befides, at the conclufion of 
the feffion. A matter of fuch n^agnitude, as overthrowing 
the whole fyftem of our trade laws, was not of light confi- 
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deration ; and ought not to be hurried on in a iudden and 
indecent manner. Befldes, the petitions on the table deferved 
particular attention ; the petitioners were men of a defcrip- 
tion entitled to refped and a patient hearing ; and he would 
appeal to . the candour of gentlemen on every fide of the 
Houfe, whether now, on the 6th of May, was a proper time 
to enter into fo laborious and important an inveftigation ? 
He profefled the beft difpofition towards the whole Ififli 
nation ; faid> he was ready to concur, at any time, in whatever 
might promote the true intereft of that country ; and if the 
amendment which he meant to propofe (hou)d m^et the fen- 
timents of the Houfe, he would move for a committee, be« 
fore the Houfe rofe, to take /into confideration, early in the 
next feilionS) the reftri£tive laws on the trade of Ireland ; 
and do all in his power to forvvard the interefts of that coun- 
try, where they did not immediately interfere with thofe of 
England. 

. Sir Thomas Egerton feconded the motion in behalf of his 
Manchefter friends ; faid, the lofs to Manchefter, in checks 
only, if thefe bills pafied, would be 1 00,000 L annually; 
begged the Houfe would at leaft hear counfel for the different 
petitioning townF, be/ore they pafled them ; and agreed in re- 
commending the Jrilh trade to be referred to a committee, of 
which he would readily make one, and give it all the attention 
and ailiilance in his power. 

Mr« T, Townjhind fa id, the propofition of going into a 
committee, was little better than a dire£l negative. It held 
out no fecurity, but a vague promife to move a committee, 
which committee ihould appoint another committee. On 
thefe grounds, he entirely difapproyed of the amendment, and 
would therefore give his vote, that the bill be read a fecond 
time- 
Earl Nugent particularly adverted to the motives which had 
actuated the petitioner&^^gainft the bills, and in a peculiar man- 
ner he fpoke to the conduft of the city of Glafgow, who had^ 
he faid, with the moft illiberal fentiments, prayed, that neither 
tfae prefent nor any future advantage fhould be granted to 
Ireland, that might in the leaft degree operate to the difad- 
vantage of Britain. He could not, he faid, beftow upon this 
conduct a term vile enough ; it was n>ean, unmanly, ungene*- 
rous, defpicable, and even diabolical. 

Sir Adam Fergufon defended the city of Glafgow againfl: 
the charge of having entertained diabolical motives for their 
petition to the Houfe. He read the petition, and fpoke 

S4 highly 
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hiehly in favour of the liberality and philanthropy of the 
Glafgow merchants, at the fame time faying, they fo far .gave 
preference to their own, before any foreign country, that they 
could not fee it$ intereft!> violated, as they imagined, without 
exerting their eadeavours to prevent it. If the bills before the 
Houfe paffed into a la^vv, the city of Glafgow would in a very 
particular manner be afFeded by their tendency. They ha4 
in common with the reft of Scocb^id, embarked in the fame 
bottoiq with England, and become liable to 9 proportion of 
the national debt, for the fake of enjoying an equality of com* 
merce. On that foundation they had laid oqt immenfe fums 
of money in the cultivation of the fugar-^trade ; they had con* 
lidered it as an hereditary right, depending on the fecurity of 
the 2lQs in their favour ; and it was, in a great degree,^ their 
only property and wealth. A great pirt of their annual re-» 
turns flowed from Ireland, and they would be moft niatertaily 
injured if that kingdom fhould participate the trade with then. 
He confidered the prefent bills as improper on another account* 
By their paffing, they would ftand in the way of an union,, 
which he conGdered as the only folid hafis ot equality that 
couid be built upon. He therefore hoped the Houfe woul4. 
agree to the ainendment. 

Lord Vifc unt Atidltton (aid, he had heard that the peopb 
of Mancheftc:r and Liverpool had determined, notwithftand- 
ing their late exertions, to be no longer loyal if thefe bilk 
fiiould pais. He was fenfible that thefe towns, ^s well as 
Glafgow, were experienced in rebellion fo abundantly, that/ 
the tranfition would bean obje£^ of eafy accompliihment, and 
the world would entertain little furprize if they threw afide. 
their new- Angled opinion* He could not enough wonder^ 
that the honourable gentleman b^^fore him fhould, of all men, 
plead the hereditary right of the city of Glafgow to the com* 
mercp of the Englifh, on the principle of having taken upon 
themfelves a proportion of the national debr. He thought a 
gentleman of that country ought to have been filent upo|i 
that head. 

Lord North w^ of opinion^ that as the expe£lations of the 
Iriih were raifed from what the Hnuie had already done, it 
would be Uhwife to procra£l the budnefs to another feffion. 
The gentlemen who oppofed the bill feeir.ed all to agree ii^ 
one point, that fmewhat ought to be done for their relief^ 
though they differed about the nature and extent of what 
<)ught to be done. He faw no reafon, however, why the 
prefent bill iljiould npt pafs, fincc the Houfe might, notwith-' 
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ftanding) appoint a committee to inquire into the ftate of 
the traae, that from their report a plan mi^ht be formed 
and adopted. He did not fee the mighty difficulty that was 
faid to exift, in calculating the difference necelTarily to arife 
in the annual imports, by the cffe£Jt of the bill before the 
Houfe. It would create fmall difference, cpmp^ratively 
fpeaking, in the revenue, fince the diminution in the im* 
ports of one place would give an addition to thofe of another, 
as the difference of duty on the enumerated anticles was very 
trifling. He held it as the duty of Britain to give Ireland a 
degree, at leaft, of recompence for the exertions fhe had made, 
were wc not inclined, by policy, to give her relief from the 
reflri&ions fhe laboured upder; and he hoped the Houfe would 
agree on the prefent bill, as a tefl of their in eniion and incli- 
nation to befriend her in future more fubftantialiy. 

Mr. Burie anfwered the arguments of the*honourab1e g|lfen- 
tleoien who oppofed the bill. The bills before the Houfe, 
be faid, were no more than reftorations of what the wifuom 
of a Britifh Parliament had, on a former occafion, thought 
proper to invefl Ireland with. In the 12th of Charles I L 
the navigation bills paffed, extending to Ireland as wel! as 
England. A kind of left-handed policy had, however, de- 
prived her of the freedom fhe enjoyed under that ai^, and 
Ihe had ever fInce remained under the mofl cruel, oppreffivie, 
$ind unnatural reflridtion. Deprived of every incentive to 
induflry, and fbut out from every paffage to wealth, fhe bad 
inwardly lamented, but fhe had never complained of her con- 
dition. She had gone the niiofl forward lengths in ferving 
the intereft, and defending the rights of Great Britain. She 
bad affifled in conquefls from Which fhe was to gain no ad^ 
vantage, and emptied her treafury, and defolated her land to 
prove her attachment and loyalty to the government of this 
country* Such had been her conducEl, and her reward had 
been reftriSion and bondage of the moft cn.el nature. He did 
not mean, by defcribing* her fituation, to engage the humanity 
of the Houfe in her favour. The people of Ireland would 
not accept of favours flowing from the humanity of the Houfe. 
They called for juf^ice, not for pity. They requcfled Britain 
to be wife, not to be generous ; to provide for her own good, 
and fecure her own intereft, fenfible that wifdoni and prudence 
would didate, that, to accompliih thefci a contrary condut^ 
tovfards them was i^cefTary. 

The 
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The honourable gentleman who oppofed the bill, had drawn 
into colIecEiion the argun:ients and rcafons they maintained to 
exift againft all the bills, meaning, no doubt, thereby to pre- 
judice the Houfe the more by their aggregate effeft. Though 
he deteAed this inequitable mode of proceeding he would not. 
evade the combat even on that ground, norwifli to engage 
the Houfe in favour of the bills, if he could not, in the fulleft 
manner, anfwer every objedion they had brought to every 
, part. The honourable gentleman who had moved the amend- 
ment, wiflifed to reconcile the people of Ireland to delay, by 
pledging the honour of Parliament, that fomething efie£lual* 
fliouldbe done in their favour next feilion. He. knew the 
temper of the Irifti too well, to btlieve that they would fit: 
down fatisfied with fuch an affertion. They would conclude 
within themfelves, depending on experience for their guidc> . 
that the promife of fomething to be done next felfions, would 
alone produce the repetition of a promife for the feilion fol«> 
lowing ; and promife, repetition^ and promife, from fei&on to 
feffion, would be the only benefit they would receive. He. 
did not conclude, that the denial of what even juftice demand- 
ed of us in their favour, would produce rebellion and difturb- 
ance in that country ; their loyalty and zeal was fuperior to 
complaint ; they might defpair, but they would not refift. 
Other places^ experienced in rebellion, had determined, it 
feems, to enter or not to enter into it, according as thefe bills ; 
were determined 5 but Ireland regarded more the welfare of 
the empire at large than the inrereft of itfelfin particular. 
They were patient and loyal, and therefore, he fuppofed, they, 
were cruflied, for it was the policy of the prefent day to forego 
the excellent and noble maxim of the Romans, parcen ftdf* 
je^is et debellare fuperbos^ for the infamous proverb of Britifli 
growth, " Proud to he humble, and humble to be proud." 
He then went into a particular detail of the arguments of the 
honourable gentlemen relating to commercial advantage* 
The annual revenue of the two kingdoms had been exult- 
ingly, put moft inequitably, drawn into comparifon, to prove* 
that Ireland paid no proportion of tax. It was not the number 
of inhabitants that conftituted the different fpecific in the 
article of taxation between two countries j but the diflinc** 
tion of internal opulence and external advantage, . Compare 
the two countries by that line, and it will be. found that 
Ireland is taxed in a quadruple proportion more than England. 
Tha internal wealth, and the external advantage of trade and 
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commerce is forty times greater in England than In Ireland. 
There is, therefore^ no ratio of proportion preferved in the 
mode of taxing the latter. She is taxed, without enjoying 
the means of payment. She is debarred the ufe oi fhoes 
and ftockings, and yet (he is made to pay for them. Re- 
ilriiSiied from tfading, file enjoys no opportunity of acquir- 
ing wealth to defray and diicharge the taxes impof^d upon 
her. Enlarge her means of payment, and in proportion to 
her ability enlarge her taxes. An equality of commercial 
advantage could not be eftablifiied between the two countries. 
The opulence of the one is a barrier^infuperable by the other. 
The great difproportion of capital effedually deftroys the 
ppilibility of an equality. The one can extend her mart of 
trade through every different channel of the univerfe j the 
other, reitrained in her ability, cannot profecute the lame 
tra£l; and as the ability of the proceeding increafes in the 
fame proportion, in the progrefs of one as well as the other, 
the fame proportion of advantage will flill remain. The 
Irifii will be able to follow the Englifii at equal diilance, in 
every ftage, bpth in the outfet and in the continuance, but 
they will never be able to accelerate their motion in order to 
overtake them. The lownefs of labour is a nugatory argu- 
ment; for until the inilant that the price of labour is equal, 
the fuperiority of manufadlure will remain with the £ng)i(h. 
The price of labour rifes with the growth of manufadure, 
and is higheft when the manufacture is beft. The expe- 
rience of every day tells us, that where the price of labour 
is highefl-, the manufacturer is able to fell his commodity at 
the lowcft price. The difference of duty of the impoited 
enumerated articles, is fo abundantly overbalanced by the 
other advantages enjoyed by this country, that without it 
there could not be the fmalleft degree of competition in 
manufacture* Not one, hqwever, of the enumerated arti- 
cles is lefs taxed in Ireland than in England, except thofe 
already permitted to her. For though the petitions on the 
table are moft, if not a|l, tending to exprefs their fears of 
the confequences of granting a free exportation of fail -cloth 
and iron to the Irifhs it is a faft, that they already enjoy a 
free exportation of thefc articles ; and particularly he w ould 
remark of manufactured iron and fteel, as he did, on a 
Umilar occadon, of fail-cloth, that the petition ferved to 
fliew the foundation on which they all were laid, ij^mely, 
mere conjecture. They had not felt from the reality uhat 
they dreaded from the idea, for an aCl exifted at this time 
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permitting the free exportation of manufadlured iron ; whichi 
however, had not been profecuted, becaufe of the advan- 
tages enjoyed by the EngUfh. The only article imported 
under that ai): into England, was a quantity of cork-fcrews, 
which) though it might be an evidence of their luxury in 
living, was but a feeble proof of their excellence of manu- 
fa£lure. But, indeed, every other inftancc, as well as this, 
ferved to prove how erroneoufly they had formed their opi- 
nions upon this fubjedt. Some years ago, when a bill was 
brought in for the free importation of woollen yarn into 
England, petitions were received from every difFerent part of 
the country, complaining of the injury it would create ; but 
now that they had experienced its eiFedls, they felt and ac- 
knowledged its beneficial tendency. It was abfurd to think 
that a participation of manufadiure would be detrimental to 
this country. Had we not feen the woollen manufedure 
planted in difFerent parts of this country; and had we not alfo 
ieen that the competitions had ferved to advance both* 

HjB concluded with lamenting, that in one inftance he 
ihould be dire6led by his confcience to take a part againft his 
conftituents. It had been his invariable aim to prote£t their 
rights and interefts, and to zQ: at all times as became the fe<4 
nator and reprefentative of the people. In this inftance he 
had dared to ad contrary to the wiihes, but not, he was kn^ 
iible, to the interefts of his conftituents. He differed in 0[n- 
nion from them on the nobleft principle, namely, from the 
convi<5tion of his being in the right ; and if,, from his conduft 
in this bufmefs, he (hould be deprived of his feat in that ho- 
nourable Houfe, it would ftand on record an example to future 
reprefentatives of the Commons of P^ngland, that one man, at 
leaft, had dafed to oppofe his conftituents when his judgment 
affured him they were in the wrong. 

The Houfe divided, for the bill 126, againft it 77. 

A great number of petitions were prefented againft the 
meafures intended for the benefit of Ireland. Some of thefe 
petitions are doubtlefs of importance •, but a feleftion is fome- 
times linble to cenfure; therefore it has been judged^ moft 
proper to infert them all together, and to print them in at 
(mailer type, in order to take s^ little room as poflible. 

A petition of the mayor, bailiff, and burgeifes of the borough of 
Wigan> in the count j^ Palatine of Lancafter, was prefented to the 
Houfe, and read $ fetting forth, that the trade of the faid borough, 
as well as of many adjacent pariih^s and townfhips, hath for feveral 
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resin chiefly confiftcd, and now confifts, in the weaving and manufa6luring of 
yhitc cloths, canvafs or fail-cloth, checks, and other linen cloths, or cotton and 
inen mixed, for the confumption of this country, as well as for exportation j and 
:hat the greateft number of the inhabitants of thofe piaces having been brought 
Ap in the faid manufa6):ures, and having ferved apprenticeihips to the fame, are 
;liereby rendered unable to purfue any other bufmefs, fo as to fupport themfelves 
L])d fomilies ; and th^t the (aid roanufa6lure8 being chiefly made ot yam imported 
jom Ireland, fubje^t to a duty there, and to a confiderable cbarge for commiflion 
or buying, and for freight and infurance upon the fame to England, the petitioners 
UiFc, with the deepeft concern, obferved the refolutions of theHoufe of the eighth 
ad ninth days of this inilant April (amongfl: others) ** That all goods, wares* 
lUl merchandizes, being the produce or raanufadiure of the kingdom of Ireland 
wogI and woollen manufadtures ohl3r excepted) or commodities of the growth, 
roduce, or manufa6lure, of Great Britain, legally imported into Ireland, or foreign 
Kitificate goods legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, be permitted to 
e exported diredlly from the faid kingdom in Britifli fliips navigated according ta 
iw, to be imported into any of the Bntifti plantations, or to any of the fettlements 
elong^ng to Great Britain on the coaft of Africa ;" *• That tne duties now pay- 
ble on the importation of cotton yarn, being the manufa^ure of Ireland, into 
irjeat Britain, do ceafe, and be no longer paid }"" *' And that all fail-cloth and 
ordage of the manufafture of Ireland, be permitted to be imported into Great 
Britain free of duty J*' wliich, if paflTed into a law, will, as they apprehend, and 
re advifed, enable the people of Ireland to manufe6lure and fend goods to foreign 
nsurkets cheaper than can be done in this country, by reafon of the difadvantage* 
bovementioned, and the high price of proyifions, and other taxes and duties, to 
rhich the petitioners apprehend th^ people of Ireland are not fubje6l i and as the 
borementioned manuiadlures have been carried on in this country for a long 
cries of vears, by which means many families have been drawn from other coun< 
Ties to rollow the fame employ, who have acquired fettlements here, and depend 
irhoUy on the (aid manufactures for fupport, (hould their wages be reduced lower 
:Iiaii they now are, muft necefliirily become, chargeable to the refpedive places to 
ivhich they belong, which are already burthened with a very numerous poor, and 
atber taxes, as much as the eftates or inhabitants can bear; and that, although the 
petitioners may wi(h every encouragement to be given, as well to the inhabitants 
of Ireland as of every part of his Majefty's dominions, yet they hope and truft the 
Eioufe will, at the fame time, protect the manufa&ures of this countiy, fo elTential 
:o the fame, and by which fo many thoufands of its inhabitants have depended, 
jud now do depend, altogether for their fupport: and therefore praying, that the 
iiid refolutions may not pafs into a law, or tiiat the petitioners may have fuch other 
elief in the premifes as to the Houfe fhall feem meet. 

A petition of land owners, manufafturers, &c. of Wigan, was alfo prefented j 
ontaining the fame allegations and prayer as in the preceding petition. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, merchants, and manuf:i£turers, of 
^reflon ; fetting forth, that the petitioners obferve, by the votes, that a bill is 
ordered to be brought in, for the exportation of all goods, wares, and merchan- 
tizes, the produce or manufacture ot the kingdom ot Ireland, direClly from the 
Paid kingdom, in Britifli (hips, into any of tlie Britifli plantations, or any of the 
fettlements belonjging to Great Britain on the coall of Africa (wool and woollen 
nanufadlures only excepted) ; for the importation of all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dizes, the produce of the Briti(h plantations, orof any of the fettlements belonging 
lo Great Britain on the coaft of Africa, into the faid kingdom of Ireland (indigo 
md tobacco only excepted) ; for the importation of cotton-yam, manufa^ured jn 
Ireland, into Great Britain ; and for the importation of iail-cloth and cordage, 
inanufa6lure4 in Ireland, into Great Britain, duty free : and alledging, that tiie 
linen manufactures, which have been at great expenc« eiUbli(hed, and are now 
:arried on in the town and neighbourhood of Prelton, will be verv greatly injured* 
if not altogether ruiacd, fliould the (i*id biW pa(s idXq ^ \3C« \ vsn^ ^^N\5cs^a%^^ x^ 
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which the manuEi^arers have, by their labour and induftry, entitled themfeUesi 
will be thereby taken from them, the poor will be (leprived of the means of fup, 
porting themfelves and their families, and the value of land in this part of tM 
Kingdom, which depends on the profperity of trade, will not only be extremdjr 
reduced, but the inhabitants will be rendered unable to fupport the great weight 
of public burthens, to which they at prefent fo amply and cheerfully contributej 
and therefore praying, that they maybe heard by their counfel againll the (aid bill, 
and that the fame may not pafs into a law, or that the petitioners may have fudi 
other relief as to the Houfe fliall feem moft expedient. 

A petition of feveral perfons, inhabitants of Bridport, Beamifter, and Brosd- 
windlor, manufafturers of fail-cloth and cordagej fetting forth, that the petitionert 
obferve, by the votes, that a bill is depending, for permitting all fail-cloth and 
cordage, of the manufaflure of Ireland, to be imported from Ireland into Great 
Biitain free of duty} and that, (hould fuch a law take place, the petitioners appre- 
hend, from the great cheapness of provifions and labour in that kingdom, and othtf 
local advantages, the Irifli will foon be enabled to rival the martufa6tOrics of thofe 
articles in Great Britain, in which cafe the petitioners will be deprived of their 
only remaining branches of trade, and their labourers and dependants muft inevi- 
tably be reduced to the lowett diltrefs, no other manufaftories to any confidenble 
extent being carried on in either of thefe towns and parifhes j and therefore pray- 
ing, that the fame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of manufa6lurers of glaTs, of Stourbridge and Dudley ; fetting forth, 
that the petitioners obferve, there is a bill now depending before the Houfb, whereby 
glafs, manufaftured in Ireland, maybe exported by the Irifh, except into Great 
Britain j and that the petitioners do now, and for many years paft have carried on 
the making of glafs in the neighbourhood aforefaid j and that the (aid trade is 
charged with heavy duties laid on the materials ufed in carrying on the fsune» 
which duties leave a very confiderable charge on all manufactured goods exported 
from this kingdom, although the petitioners are allowed a certain drawback on sU 
goods fo exporteil, fuch drawback being materially lefs than the duties with which 
the petitioners are charged upon fuch goods 5 and that the petitioners arcapprc- 
henlive, (hould the faid bill be carried into a law, their trade will be materially 
injured, by the very confiderable charge which, after deducing the allowed draw- 
back, will remain upon their goods exported, fhould the makers and manufac- 
ture's of glafs in Ireland be allowed, by the faid bill, to export glafs free from all 
duties, which, by enabling them fo greatly to underfell the petitioners at foreign 
markets, would » in the apprehenfion of the petitioners, operate as a prohibition to 
the exporting the glafs manufactures of this kingdom j and therefore praying, that 
they may be lieard, by themfelves and counfel, againft the faid bill paffmg into a 
law, or that they may have fuch relief in the prcmifes as to the Houfe (hall ftcm 
meet. 

A petition of merchants, and manufacturers of nails at Dudley; fetting forth, 
that the petitioners obferve, thtit leave is given to bring in a bill, for opening a 
free trade between Ireland and the Britilli fettlemenis in America and the Weft 
Indies ; and alleging, that there is a very large quantity of Kuflia iron imported 
into this kingdom, a confiderable proportion of which is manufactured into naiU 
and many other articles in the faid town and neighbourhood j and that there is a 
duty of 2I. gs. 6d. per ton paid. on all Ruflia iron imported here, and a drawback 
of the faid duty of about il. 18s. 6^, per ton on its exportation to Ireland, which 
gives them an advantage of nearly jyiper cent, upon the raw materials; and that* 
if the frfid bill ftiould pafs into a law, and the laid drawback on the exportation of 
Kulfia iron into Ireland be itill continued, the petitioners have juft realuD to fear, 
that the great advantage they will have in this particular, together with the lovr- 
nefs of ri)eir rents, provifion, labour, and taxes, will deprive many thouAnd iiiduf- 
tjjous manufa6lurcrs in the neigbbourlAood of Dudley of the means of maintaining 
themfelves and families, and thereby neceffiVaxe\\vtm^ot\vv\^t^\.ft^w^%xv<at home; 
und that, taking it in a more cxtenfwe VitYi, xiie ^tvvUQw«* v.wi^;wit,Steax^^Vft!^ 
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pafs into zlsrff, it will produce the-moft ferious confequenceft to this king- 
by leflening the ftrength and revenue thereof, the former by great emi- 
ns of various artificers from which the army is greatly recruited, the latter by 
rerifliing great numbers of indullrious tradefmen, and thereby rendering them 
e to bear the prefent heavy taxes j and therefore praying, that the Houfe will 
the premifcs into their confideration, fo that the petitioners may be placed at 
ipon an equal footing with the manufafturers of Ireland. 
)etition ot merchants, traders, and manufafturers of Giafgow; fetting forth, 
he petitioners have feen printed copies of five dirferent bills now depending, 
Wng the trade and manufa6Vures of Ireland, all of which, if pafled into laws, 
urc of opinion, will tend greatly to the prejudice of the commerce and mann- 
•e» of Great Britain j and that the petitioners are well-wiftiers to the happi- 
nd profperity of their fellow fubjefts in Ireland j but when they refleft that, 
tiie faith of the continuation of thofe laws by which the commerce and manu- 
«s of Britain have for fo long a time been regulated, they have made all thofe 
liive eftablilhments fo necelTary for their bufinefs both in the commercial and 
5 manufaduring line, they cannot be filent under the view of being deprived 
at wonted privileges, and thereby reduced from an affluent to an indigent 
ibr the petitioners cannot entertain a doubt, that the paffing into laws the 
ipw depending will very much diminifh the commerce and manufactures of 
: Britain 5 the natural advantages of Ireland are fuch, as, in that event, to 
i(h in the faid kingdom many of thofe manufaftures by which Great Britain 
ecn enriched 5 by the lofs of thofe manufactures, and the confequent decreale 
:r population, not only will the landed intcreft fuffer exceedingly, but the 
nai reputation muft alfo fink, from the inability of the remaining people to pay 
taxes, which are fo effentially neceflary for the fupport of government ; and 
agh it is very natural that the petitioners, from motives of private intereft, 
d oppofe the bills now depending, yet do they (although in the n:ofl dutiful 
efp^ftful manner) beg leave to rcprefent that, even upon the moft liberal 
iples, the commercial privileges of Great Britain ought only to be extended 
ofe parts of the empire where the people pay taxes in proportion to thole levied 
the inhabitants of Britain ; and, if the petitioners are not very much miftuken, 
axes paid by the people of Ireland bear but a fmall proportion to thole efta- 
jd in Britain^ and therefore, by pafling into laws the bills now depending, an 
aragement will be given to the trade and manufactures of Ireland, not only 
>u» to thofe of Britain, but which, the people of Ireland have no title, either 
itice or in policy, to receive j and therefore praying, not only that the bills 
depending may not be paffed, but that no indulgence, which may be deni- 
al to the commerce and manufactures of Britain, may be allowed, until, by 
ng their proportional fhare of the national expence, the people of Ireland ihall 
me, in juftice and in found policy, entitled to an unlimited freedom in com- 
e and manufactures ; and that the petitioners may be heard, by counlel, 
ift the bills abovementioned. 

petition of the mayor and capital burgeffes of Walfall, manufacturers of br&fs 
j'on } letting forth, that the petitioners obferve, by the votes, thnt a bill is 
nding, for opening a free trade between Ireland and all the Britifli fettlements | 
that, ihould fuch a law take place, it will deprive great numbers of manu- 
rers in this kingdom of the means of maintaining tnemfelves and numerous 
ies, or otherwiS caufe fuch emigrations of manufacturers from this country tc 
nd (where labour and provifions of all forts are cheaper) as will enable that 
dom, in a few years, to rival the manufacturers of England j and therefoic 
ing, that fuch bill may not pafs into a law. 

petition of the mayor, aldermen, citizens, and manufacturers of gloves, cl 
ceiter; fetting forth, that the petitioners obferve, by the votes, that bills have 
read, for opening a free trade between Ireland and the Britifti plantations and 
rments ; and that, (hould fuch laws take place, the fame will de^cvv^ ^^v^^' 
\}ers of msinufa6turers in this kingdom of t\ie mtwia ^i t\3^^\'^vs\'^ ^SNaxc&vs 
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and families, particularly in the gloving branch, or otherwife cauie fucb emigratioB | 
of manufacturers from this country to Ireland (where provifions of all kinds an I 
cheaper, and from whence (kins arc exported for this market, which pay a beaiy 
duty) as will enable that kingdom, in a few years, to rival the manufadures of 
England ; and therefore praying, that fuch bills nuy not pafs into laws. 

A petition of the mayor, burgcflcs, and commonalty, of Briftol, under tbdr 
common feal j fetting forth, that the petitioners obferve, by the votes, that fife 
bills aie brought in, for opening a free and diredl trade between the kingdom of 
Ireland and the Britiih plantations in America, and the fettlements belonging ts 
Great Britain on the coatt of Africa, and to permit the importation of certaii , 
goods of the manufaClure of Ireland into this kingdom duty-free; and that the \ 
petitioners apprehend, if fuch bills were to pafs into a law, they would prore 
deftruftive to that great fyftem of commerce, manufadlure» and revenue, happily 
adopted at the eflabli(hment of thofe plantations and fettleihents, and which hai 
ever fince been purfued with fucceis, and would be highly injurious to thoilfiodi 
of manufacturers, who now maintain themfelves by honeil induftry j and the ^ ■ 
tioners conceive, that it would be moft unequal to grant a free importation into 
Ireland from the faid plantations and fettlements, or to allow the manufaftuitiof , 
Ireland to be imported into this kingdom, except under the like regulations, and 
the fame duties, as the people of this country are fubjeft toj and therefore praying, 
that the faid bills may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of the mailer, wardens, and commonalty, of the fociety of merchant 
venturers of Briilol, under their common feal j fetting forth, that the petitioam 
have feen five feveral bills brought into the Houfe ; one to permit the impoititioi 
of certain goods from the Britifli plantations in America, or the Britiih fettle* 
ments on the coaft of Africa, into the kingdom of Ireland) another, to permit the 
exportation of certain goods therein mentioned directly from Irelana into any 
Britiili plantation in America, or any Britiih fettlement on the coaft of Afiiai . 
another, to permit the exportation of glafs, manufactured in Ii*elaiid, ftxwn thence ' 
to any place whatfoever except Great Britain 5 another, to permit the importation 
of cotton-yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free; and the 
other, to permit the importation of fail-cloth and cordage, of the manu&dore of 
Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free j and that the petitioners apprehend, if fiich 
bills were to pafs. into a law, that great fyftem of commerce and revenue, which 
has been eitablidied with foinuch confideration, and at fo much expence, wcoki be 
at once overfet, and a torrent of mifchiefs untliought of and unforefcen would be 
poured in upon this kingdom ^ and that the duties payable in Ireland, on alinol 
every article of trade which concern the bills in queftion, are vaftly below tiie 
duties paid on thofe articles in Great Britain ; that proviiions are cheaper in Irdand 
than in England, and the labourers and manufacturers of Ireland are not fubje&to 
the fame taxes as thofe of Great Britain, all which circumftances will fumifli Ireland 
with fuch advantages over Great Britain as cannot be withftood; and that the 
landed interell of This kingdom, ever benefited by the flourifhing ftate of trade and 
manufactures, will alio be greatly injured by the means aforclaid $ f >r, l>eiides other 
circumltances, thoufands of artizans, who now maintain themfelves by boneft ia- 
dultry, would be deprived of the means of their fubdftcnce, and muft oecome bor- 
thenfome to their pariilies ; and the petitioners apprehend, it would bemoft uneaittl 
to grant fuch advantages to Ireland, not paying the fame taxes, or being fubjed to 
the fame duties, as the people of this country ; and that great numbers of ibipi 
and men aie now employed to carry from this kingdom to Ireland the prodnce 
<^f thofe countries, to which the bills in qiieltion would admit them to a nee and 
immediate trade, all which would be thereby rendered ufelefs, and confequently tbe 
ifrength of the nation be diminilhed j and therefore praying, that the bills in qudT* 
tion ma^ not pafs into a law. 

A petition of merchants, importers and manufacturers of hemp, iron, and fteel, 

of Bnliol i {etting forth, that the pet\i\ov\w% oVifcv^t, Vi^ \\x^ Note«^ that biUi are 

depending, to permit the exportatioxv o£ good^ ^yiooV 9xA '^OK^t^R^ tsasra&i&ninx 
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only excepted) being the pi-oduce or manufafture of Ireland, direftly from thenc< 
to North America, the Welt Indies, and any Britifli fettlements on the coaft oi 
Africa, and for allowing the importation of cordiige into this kingdom duty-free j 
and the petitioners conceive, that, fhould the fame pafs into a law, the iron, fteel, 
and hemp manufadlures of thi^ kinedom will fuftain the mod fatal injury, and the 
export trade of their capital manufaftories be nearly ruined, if not wholly annihi- 
lated 5 and that, as the duties on the raw materials of iron, fteel, and hemp, now 
ftand between the two kingdoms, and from the vicinity of Ireland to the markets^ 
the cheapnefs of provifions and labour, with other local advantages, in that king- 
dom, the petitioners, notwithrtanding all their fki:l in manufafturing, willbeunder- 
fold at every market, and the furnaces, forges, mills, and other expenfive ereflions, 
to the amount of millions, will be greatty reduced in value, and fome rendered 
totally ufelefs; and that the baneful effeas of thefe bills will not reft folely on 
the merchants and manufafturers, but will extend in a very material degree to the 
landed intereft of this kingdom, the woodlands and collieries will be exceedingly 
reduced in value, and the poor's rates in many p:irts of this kingdom will be 
greatly jncreaied, by the thoulhnds of poor labourers thrown on their rcfpeftive 
pariihes for want of that employment now afforded them by the iron, fteel, and 
hemp trade, and their dependencies j and that the petitioners apprehend, the im- 
port duties on the rough materials aforementioned will leffen in proportion as the 
Irifli manufaftories increafe, and fuch diminution of the revenue creating a new 
demand will be the more grievous burthen on the public at lar<.;e, a:^ it will be 
produced by meafures tending to bring on an inability of fupportinj: their prefent 
■jncreaiing taxes j and therefore praying, tliw^.t they may be he:n\l , by themfelves or 
Tounfel, againft fo much of thefe bills as affcits them, and tliat the lloufe will grant 
them fuch relief as (hall feem meet. 

■ A petition of feveral perfons, inhabitants of Yeovil, Pr.fton, Odcombc, Monta- 
cutc, Eaft Coker, Weft Cokcr, Barwick, Eaft Chi-mock, Weft Chinnock, Harding- 
ton, &c. fetting forth, that the petitioners obferve, by rlic votes, that hi!!;, mc de- 
pending, to permit the exportation of iail-cloth, with other rcods, being the pro- 
duce or manufacture of Ireland, diretVly from thenc' r,) Novfii Amcncii, the Weft 
Indies, and any Britifh fettlements on tlv^ coait of Africa; aiul for allowing tlie 
importation of fail-cloth into this kingdom, duty-free i and allcgirig that, liiould 
filch a law take place, the petitioners apprehend, from the great clienpnefs of 

Iirovifions and labour in Ireland, its fupcrior fituntion for foreign tr;'.de, and other 
ocal advantages, that kingdom will fbon be enabled to rival Great Britain in the 
manufaClure of that article, in which cafe the petitioners will be dtjuived of this 
important branch of trade, and their labourers and dependents mult inevitably be 
recluced to the loweft diftrefs ; and, as this branch of trade is the princij>al iupport 
of a numerous poor, the baneful effc6ls of this bill will not reft folely on the manu- 
!fi|j6hirers, but will be extended in a very matciial degree to the landed intereft of 
this part of the kingdom j and therefore praying, that this bill may no: pafs into 
a law. 

A petition of the manufacturers of Aberbrothock ; fettirr forth, that the five 
bills now depending in Parliament, for the enlargement of the trade of Ireland, 
will, one or all of them, if pafled vnto a law, prove moft deftrudtive and rui.ious to 
the trade and manufaftures of Great Britain in general, and i>f tl.is town and coun- 
try in particuUu-j and therefore praying the Houfe, to tai-.e thv trade and manu- 
faclures of Great Britain into their moft ferious confideration and protection, and 
not fuifer any of the above-mentioned five bills to pafs into a la\v. 

A petition of merchants, tradefmen, and manufacturer?, of Wolverhampton; 
fetting forth, that the various iron martufaftories of the fa.ld tov;n and its environs 
are now brought to the greateft pcrfeftion j and that the petitioners, with the 
deepeft concern, obferve a bill is be/ore the Houfe, for opening a free trade between 
Ireland and all the Britifn fettlcmcnrs ; and that fhould fuch a law take place, thou- 
fands of our moft ingenious manufacturers, now the fupport of themklves, and of 
many numerous families, will be deprived of a maintenance, and thereby be in- 
VOL. VXII. T duced 
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duced to emigrate to Ireland for employment, to the manifeft injurr oftheEngliih 
trade ; and therefore praying, that fuch a bill may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufaflurersj of the county 
of Lancafter } fetting forth, that the petitioners dbferve, by the votes, that bills 
are depending, to {)ermit the importation of fail -cloth and cordage, of the roano- 
f^ure of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free ; to permit the importation of cer- 
tain goods from the Britifh plantations in America, or the Britifti iettlements on 
the coaft of Africa, into the kingdom of Ireland j to permit the exportation of car- 
tain goods therein mentioned diredlly from Ireland into any Britim plantation in 
America, or any Britifh fettlement on the coaft of Africa; to permit the impor- 
tation of cotton-yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free{ 
and to permit the expoitation of glafs manpifaflured in Ireland from thence to any 
place whatfoever, except Great Britain 5 and that the petitioners apprehend, and 
are afTured, that, in cale the bills fhould pafs into a law, the fame will be hidiljr 
detrimental to the revenues, commercial interefts, and navigation, of this kingdom 
in general, and tend to the utter ruin of the manufaftures and mercantile interefti 
of this county in particular, and alfo greafly affe^ the landed intereft thereof} and 
therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themfelves, or their counfel; agunl 
the faid bill, or bills, refpeftively, pafling into a law. 

A petition of the burgefles, manufacturers, and inhabitants of NewtoHi in the 
county of Lan carter; fetting forth, that the petitioners having obferved, by. the 
votes, that a bill is depending for opening a free trade between Ireland and all the 
Britifli fcttlements ; and, as they are thoroughly convinced that fuch bill is preg- 
nant with confequences highly prejudicial to the interefts of the kingdom in gene- 
ral, and of the county of Lancafter in particular ; therefore praying, that fuch bill 
may not ^afs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, and inhabitants, of Warrin^on ; fetting fortbi 
that tlie petitioners are informed, a bill is depending, for the importation of Mr 
cloth and cordage from Ireland into this kingdom, duty-free ; and alleging, that 
there is a very extenfive manufactory of fail -cloth carried on in the faid town and 
neighbourhood, wherein many thoufands of induftrious perfons are conftantly em- 
ployed ; and, for the better and more commodious carrying on fuch numufsiaorf, 
great numbers of warehoufes, factories, workfhops, and other convenient buUdin^ 
applicable to that trade only, have been lately ereCted at a very great expence; and 
that the petitioners conceive the prefent bill will give fuch advantages to the trade 
of Ireland, as will inevitably deftroy the manufactory of faiUcloth iu the feid towA 
and neighbourhood, which will neceffarily oblige the manufacturers and workoKS 
to emigrate, or elfe many poor perfons will be left chargeable upon the parifli,and 
thereby the warehoufes, factories, workfhops, and buildings, ereCted for the ulc of 
the faid trade, will be deferted, and become ufelefs, and confequently the value of 
lands and ettates in the neighbourhood will be greatly reduced ; and therefore pray- 
ing, that the faid bill may not pafs into a law. 

Another petition from the fame ; fetting forth, that the petitioners are informed, 
a bill is depending, to permit the exportation direCtly from Ireland info any Britifh 
plantation in America, or any Britifh fettlement on the coaft of Afnca, of any 
goods, wares, and merchandize, being the produce or manufacture of Ireland 
(wool and woollen manufactures only excepted), and all goods and commodidet, 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of Great Britain, which have ^een, or 
may be, legally imported from thence into the faid kingdom of Ireland, and all 
foreign certificate goods which have been, or may be, legally imported frora Great 
Britain into Ireland ; and alleging, that there is a very extenfive manufactory of 
fail cloth carried on in the faid town and neighbourhood, wherein many thoufimds 
of induftrious perfjns are conftintly employed, and, for the better and more com- 
modious carrying on fuch manufactory, great numbers of warehoufes, factories, 
workfhops, and other convenient buildings, applicable to that trade only, have 
been lately erected at a very great expervce •, aivd tVv?*. \)afc ^^vxvovkfirs cioncexTe the 
prefent bill will give fuch advantages to tVve traAt oi \\^^asx^»^Hi*^S»!w\X3J^^ 
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deftroy the manufadlory of fail-cloth in the faid town and neighbourhood, which 
will neceflkrily oblige die manufafturers and workmen to emigrate, or elfe many 
poor perfons will be left chargeable upon the parifh, and thereby the warehoufcs, 
zaAories, workfliops, and buildings, creeled for the ufe of the faid trade, will be 
deferted and become ufelefs, and confequently the value of lands and eftates in the 
neighbourhood will be greatly reducea j and therefore praying, that the faid bill 
may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of tallow- chandlers and foapboilers of Liverpool ; fetting forth, that 
the petitioners are informed, a bill is depending, to make it lawful to export froni 
the kingdom of Ireland, into any part ot the Britifh plantations in America, or the 
"Weft Indies, any goods, wares, or merchandize, being the produce or manufafture 
of Ireland (wool and woollen manufaftures only excepted) j and alleging, that 
the manufaauring of candles and foap for exportation to the Weft India iilands is, 
to the petitioners, the moft important branch of their bufinefs, which branch, if 
the faia bill (hould pafs into a law, they apprehend, wo.:l-i in a little time be totally 
loft to this kingdom $ and that the lofs of this valuable part of their trade would 
be a heavy and irreparable detriment to the petitioners and many others, who would 
thereby be deprived of the only means of fupporting thcmfelves and families ; and 
therefore praying, that the laid bill may not pafs into a law, or that fuch Other 
relief may be granted them as the Houfe mall judge meet. 

A petition of merchants and traders in the town of I, ;.icafter, taking hotice of 
the bill to permit the importation of cotton yarn, the mLuiufadure of Ireland, into 
this kingdom, duty-free; and fetting forth, that the ^petitioners apprehend, fhould 
the faid bill pafs into a law, it would militate agiiiift the manutatlures of this 
country; and therefore praying, that the faid b: if may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, mariners, traders, and manufacturers, of 
Liverpool, taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation of glafs, manufa6l ured 
in Ireland, from thence to any place whatfoever, except Great Britain ; and fetting 
forth, that fo important a change in the great fyftem of commerce, which has been 
lb long and fo fuccefsfully a rule of conduct in this kingdom, would, as the 
petitioners apprehend, occafion much immediate roifchief, and be productive of 
venr fatal conlequences in more diftant times to the eHential interefts of Britain i 
ana therefore praying, that the iaid bill may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of the merchants and traders of the town of Lancaftef, likewife 
taking notice of the (aid bill ; and fetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, 
Iboula the fame pafs into a law, it will greatly affeiSt feveral parts of this kingdom, 
and be very prejudicial to the manufacture thereof in this county ; and therefore 
prating, that the faid bill may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of merchants and traders of the town of Lancafter, taking notice of 
the bill, to permit the importation of fail-cloth and cordage, of the manufacture of 
Ireland, into this kingdom duty-free; and fetting forth, that the petitioners 
apprehend, fhould the fame pafs into a law, it w6uld be highly prejudical to the 
trsbde and manufactures of the faid town and its neighbourhood ; and therefore 
praying, that they may be heard, by theinfelves or counfel, again (t the laid bill. 

A petition of feveral manufacturers of fail-cloth, in Warrington, Lancafter, 
Prefton, Kirkham, Liverpool, Prefcot, Farnworth, Wigan, and Ulveritone, liktwife 
taking notice of the faid bill j and fetting forth, that the eitablifhing the manu- 
fiiCture of fail-cloth in Great Britain, both as a branch of manufacture, and as a 
naval ftore, for the faft»y of the Hate, has been confidered an objeCt of fuch national 
importance, that the legiflature have thought it good policy, not only to impofe 
very high duties upon the importation of foreign fail-cloth, hut alfo to grant 
bounties upon the exportation of Britifh fail-cloth, by means whereof that branch 
of manufaaure is become eftablifhed, and the Britifh manufacturers are enabled to 
fupply his Majeity's navy, as well as the export trade, at all times, with expedition 
and certainty J and reprefenting to the Houfe, that a duty of three pounds per ton, 
and upwards, is paid upon the importation of hemp into Great Britain, but that 
a duty of little more than one poundV^ ton only is paid upon the importation 

Ta ^iiwtxviS 
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thereof into Ireland, and tliat confiderable quantities of flax and hemp are grown 
in Ireland, by which means the Iriih have the raw materials cheaper than the 
^ritifh manufa6lurer ; and as the prices of provifions and labour are much lower 
in Irieland than in Great Britain, and their taxes comparatively li^ht and eafy, the 
liiih iire able to raanufafture fail-cloth cheaper than it can be done in Great 
jPritain ; and that, relying on tlie ftability and parliamentary regulations, the peti- 
tioners have expended great fums of money, in procuring machines, implemcnti, 
and utenfils, for carrying on the faid trade extenfively, by which many thoufandi 
of his Majefty's fubjefts are employed, and comfortably fupportcd ; but, (hould 
the faid bill pafs into a law, the petitioners apprehend, the laid machines, imple- 
ments, and ufenfils, will be rendered ufelefs, as they are not applicable to any other 
branch of manufacture ; and, moreover, the public will fuftain great inconveuicnce, 
uncertainty, and delay, in time of war, by ellablilhing the manufa6ture of fo effcn- 
tial an article of naval ftore in Ireland, from whence it muft be brought for the 
^pply of the Britifti navy, and be fubjeft to the depredation of our enemies, com- 
merce and navigation mull fuft'er confiderably, and the landed intereft, fo nearly 
Gonnedled therewith, cannot efcape unhurt j and therefore praying, that they m^ 
be beard, by themfelves, or counfel, againft the faid bill, and that the ikme may 
not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, mariners, traders, and manufa£l:urer8^ of 
Liverpool, likewife taking notice of the faid bill 5 and fetting forth, that fo im- 
portant a change in that fyllera, by which the commerce, manufedhires, and 
revenue, of this kingdom have been fo long and fo fuccefsfully regulated, would, 
as the petitioners apprehend, in the prefent diftrefsfiil fituation ottrade, occafion 
much immediate mifchief, and be produiHve of very fatal conftquences in more 
diftant times to the landed intereft, the naval force, the manufaftures, and the 
commerce, of Britain j and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by them- 
felves or their counfel, againft the faid bill. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders, of the county of Chcftef, 
affembled at a county meeting, takmg notice of the bill to permit the importation 
of certain goods from the Britifh plantations in America, or the BritiOi fetricments 
on the coait of Africa, into the kingdom of Ireland; and fetting forth, that the 
petitioners conceive, iliculd the faid bill pafs into a law, the lame would be ex- 
tremely detrimental to the commercial and landed interefts of this county, and 
the public revenues of the kingdom in general would be thereby greatly diminiflied: 
and therefore prnylng, that they may be heard, by their counfel, againft the laid 
bill, and that the fume may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, tnidefmen, merchants, and land owners, of Stockport, 
againft the faid bill ; fatinrj forth, that the petitioners conceive, diould the (amc 
pafs into a law, it would eflentially injure the trade of Great Britain, by greatlj 
diminifliing both the imports and exports, and confequently hurting the public 
revenues of this kingdom ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their 
counfel, againft the laid bill, tind that the fame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, tradefmen, merchants, and land owners, of Manchefteri 
againft the faid bill ; letting forth, that the petitioners conceive, (hould the (ante 
pafs into a law, it would be extiemtl)^ detrimental to the land and commercial in- 
terefts of the kingdom of Gre.it Britain, and tend to diminifti the public revenue* 
of this kingdom ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counfcl| 
againft the laid bill, and that the fame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, manufafturers, and callicoc 
printers, of Blackburn, containing the lame allegations and prayer as the lail pre- 
ceding petition. 

A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and common council, of Liverpool, likewi(c 

faking notice of the faid bill $ and fetting forth, that great fums of money have 

\>een raifed and expended, by virtue of feveral a6ls of oarliament fbr the making 

cf docks, ere6fcing of lights, and rendering the port ana harbour of Liverpool al 

fafc and cojiuncdious as poiTiblei and that, relying on the faith of the Houfe» 

fevcrai 



A. 1778. DEBATES. JI77 

ieveral perfons have been induced to advance confiderable Aims of money, for the 
making and eredling fuch docks, lights, and other improvements, for the con- 
veniences of commerce, on the credit of the duties payable by virtue of fuch afts ; 
and that, in confequence of fuch conveniences and improvements, for the benefit 
of trade, numbers of foreigners, and others, have reforted to, and fettled here, for 
the purpofes of carrying on different branches of commerce, to the ^reat increaf^ 
and emolument of the town of Liverpool, and the revenues of this kingdom j and 
that the number of (hips and veffels, which, for thefe feven years lall paft, only, 
have failed, or been employed in the trade, from hence to the Britilh plantations m 
America, and to the Britifti fettlements on the coall of Aftica, amounts on an 
average, yearly, to 230, or thereabouts ; and that the number of ihips and veflels, 
which, for thefe feven years lait palt only, have failedj or been employed in the 
trade from hence to Ireland (exclufive of thofe employed in the coalHjig trade from 
hence to other ports in Great Britain,) amounts, on an average, yearly, to 528, or 
thereabouts 5 and that, on only allowing five men to navigate each vellel, the 
number of feanien employed in fuch trade (for that }>€riod only) amounts, on an 
average, yearly, to 2640, or thereabouts 5 and, as the coafting trade has been ever 
conildered as the chief nurfery for feamen, it is humbly lubmittcd to the Houfe^ 
whether it would not be rather dangerous to hazard the lofs of a trade fo beneficial 
in its confequences j and the petitioners are defirous, that tvery encouragement 
aiay be given, to the commerce and manufactures of Ireland, confiilcnt with the 
true interefts and welfare of Great Britain; and therefore praying, that the (aid 
bill may not pafs into a bw, as thereby the fecuritics of fuch })c.-fons as have ad- 
ta/iced the whole, or a confiderable part of their fortunes on the credit of the faid 
dock and light duties, would be very confiderably diniiniihcd, thoufands of artifi* 
-cers, and others, inhabiting this town and neighbourhood, deprived of the means 
of their fubfiltcnce, whereby the poor rates would become iniiipportable, and the 
docks, lights, and other improvements, of the poit of Liverpool, conllrufted at an 
immenfe expence, (and which may vie with any in Europe,) be rendered, in a great 
ineafure, ufelefs, and this once iiourifblng town reduced to its original infigni* 
£cance 5 and that the petitioners may be heard, by themfclves, or their counfel, 
againft the faid bill paffmg into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, mariners, traders, and manufacturers of 
Liverpool, likewife taking notice of the {kid bill ; and fetting forth, that fo im« 
portant a change in that fyilem, by which the commerce, navigation, and revenue 
of this kingdom, have been fo long and fo fuccefsfully regulated, would as the 
petitioners apprehend, in the prefent dillrefsful fie nation oi trade, occafion much 
immediate ipifchief, and be productive of very fatal confequences, in more dlftant 
times, to the j)opulation, revenue, naval force, and landed intereft, of Britain, an4 
therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themfelves, or their counfel, againik 
the faid bill. 

A petition of merchants and traders of Lancafter, likewife taking notice of the 
faid bill; and fetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, Aiould the fame pals 
into a law, it would be extremely injurious to the commerce, manufactures, and 
navigation, of this kingdom, affect in its coniequonces the landed intercit, and be 
ruinous of the trade of the faid town in particular ; and therefore pmying, that 
they may be heard, by themfelves, or counfel, againft the faid bill pafling into a 
law. 

A petition of Jame« Buchanan, esquire, in the name and on behalf of merchants^ 
traders, and manufacturers, of Glafgow, likewife taking notice of the faid billj and 
fetting forth, that, fhould the fame pafs into a law, it would he highly prejudicial 
to the ir^de and manufactures of Great Britain in general, and more particularly 
of the city of Glafgow, by difabling the merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of 
that city from carrying on hereafter, on equal terms, their trade with the Britifh 
plantations in America, now their firit and capital branch of commerce ; and in 
which, on the faith of the laws now in being, they have invefted the greateft part 
of their foitttiie9| and thereforci on behalf of the merchants^ traders^ and manu- 
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fafturcrs, of the city of Ghrgow, praying for leave to be heard, by himfelf or 
counfe-Uagainft the faid bill. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders, of the -county of Chcftcr, 
aflembled at county meeting, taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation of 
certain [^oods therein mentioned, dire6lly from Ireland into any Brltim plantation 
in America, or any Britifli fettlement on the coaft of Africa ; and fetting forth, 
that the petitioners conceive, fhould the fame pafs into a law, it would be extremdy 
detrimental to the commercial and landed ihterefts of the faid county, and that the 
public revenues of the kingdom in general would be thereby greatly diminifhed; 
and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counfel, againil the iaki 
bill, and that the lame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, merchants, and manufkfturcrs, of Stockport{ 
fetting forth, that the petitioners obferve, by the votes, that a bill hath been brought 
in, to permit the exportation of any goods, wares, and merchandizes, being the 
produce or manufa6lureof Ireland (wool and woollen manufadlures only excepted), 
and of all goods and commodities, of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of 
Great Britam, vvhich have been, or may be, legally imported from thence into the 
laid kingdom of Ireland, and of all foreign and certificate goods which have been, 
or may be legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, direflly from Ireland, 
into any of the Britifh plantations in America, or the Welt Indies, or into ady ef 
the fettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaft of Africa j and that, fhovld 
the faid bill pafs into a law, it would be exceedingly oppreflive, and even ruinous, 
tothoufands of the indullrious manufafturers of the faid town and neighbourhood, 
vvho are at preient employed in making checks, and various other goods, which 
require large quantities of linen yarn, which they import from Ireland, to ^' 
great advantage of the inhabitants of that kingdom, where the flax is grown, and 
where the fame is fpun into yarn, and bought with ready money by the Englifc 
snanufa^hirers, who allow to their faftors in Ireland two percent, commiflion 
money, and pay to the Iri(h revenue one halfpenny per pound duty 5 and that thn 
trade, the petitioners fee clearly, would by the above law be taken from them, fbfi 
M the price of labour in Ireland bears fo fmall a proportion to that in Eneiandi 
they would be able to underfell the Englifh both at home and in every foreign 
luarket, which would depreciate the value of their eftates, and leave them fuch \ 
very great number of poor, that it would be impoflible to fupport them as the law 
requires, and contribute their (hare towards eafing the great burthens of the ftatci 
and therefore praying, that they ma)r be heard, by their coui^fel, againft the fiuq 
bill, and that (he lame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, tradefmcn, merchants, and manufadturers, of Man- 
€hefter{ fetting ^rth, that the petitioners are informed, a bill has been brought 
into the Houfc, to permit the exportation of any goods, wares, or nierchandizei^ 
being the produce or manufa6ture of Ireland (wool and woollen manufaftures only 
excepted), and of all goods and commodities, of the growth, produce, or manu- 
£i6hire, of Great Britain, which have been, or may" be, legally imported from 
thence into the faid kingdom of Ireland, and of all foreign certificate goods which 
have been, or may be, legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, dircftl|. 
from Ireland, into any ofthe Britifli plantations in America or the Weft Indies, of 
into *ny of the fettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaft of Africa} 
and alleging, that the linen manuta6tures, which have been at great expence 
cftabliihed, and are now carried on in the iaid town and neighbourhood, will be 
ruined, and the cotton and other manufa^ures will be very greatly injured, flioold 
the faiid bill pafs into a law, and thereby the advantages to which the manufafturen 
Iwve, by their labour and induttr}', entitled themfelves, will be t?.ken from them, 
the poor will be, in a great meafure, deprived of the means of fupporting them- 
felves and families, the value of lands, which depends on the fuccefs and profperity 
of trade, will be extremely reduced, and the land owners and iDhabitantf will be 
rendered unable to fupport the great weight of public burthens, to which they at 
xltnt lb amply conuibutei uA U\tt«fore |?raying, that they may be heard, by 

their 
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ieveral perfons have been induced to advance confiderable Aims of money, for the 
making and eredling fuch docks, lights, and other improvements, for the con- 
veniences of commerce, on the credit of the duties payable by virtue of fuch a£ls ; 
and that, in confequence of fuch conveniences and improvements, for the benefit 
of trade, numbers of foreigners, and others, have reforted to, and fettled here, for 
the purpofes of carrying on different branches of commerce, to tlie ^reat increafe 
and emolument of the town of Liverpool, and the revenues of this kingdom.j and 
that the number of (hips and veffels, which, for thefe feven years lait paft, only, 
iave failed, or been employed in the trade, from hence to the Briti(h plantations in 
America, and to the Britifti fettlements on the coall of Aft ica, amounts on an 
average, yearly, to 230, or thereabouts j and that the number of ihips and veffels, 
which, for thefe feven years laft palt only, have failed^ or been employed in the 
trade from hence to Ireland (exclufive of thofe employed in the coaUijig trade from 
hence to other ports in Great Britain,) amounts, on an average, yearly, to 528, or 
thereabouts ; and that, on only allowing five men to navigate each vellel, the 
number of feamen employed in fuch trade (for that period only) amounts, on an 
average, yearly, to 2640, or thereabouts ; and, as the coafting trade has been ever 
conildered as the chief nurfery for feamen, it is humbly fubmittcd to the Hoofe, 
whether it would not be rather dangerous to hazard the lofs of a trade fo beneficial 
in its confequences j and the petitioners are dcfirous, that every encouragement 
may be given, to the commerce and manufactures of Ireland, confillcnt with the 
true interefts and welfare of Great Britain; and therefore praying, that the iaid 
bill may not pafs into a law, as thereby the fecuritics of fuch perfons as have ad** 
tapced the whole, or a confiderable part of their fortunes on the credit of the (kid 
dock and light duties, would be very confiderably diminiihed, thoufands of artifi* 
-cers, and others, inhabiting this town and neighbourhood, deprived of the means 
of their fubfillcnce, whereby the poor rates would become inlupportable, and the 
docks, lights, and other improvements, of the port of Liverpool, conllrufted at an 
immenfe expence, (and which may vie with any in Europe,) be rendered, in a great 
ineafure, ufelefs, and this once iiourifhing town reduced to its original infigni- 
ficance 5 and that the petitioners may be heard, by themfclves, or their counfelj 
againff the faid bill paffmg into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, mariners, traders, and manufa£lurers of 
Liverpool, likewife taking notice of the faid bill j and fettlng forth, that fo im* 
portant a change in that fyflem, by which the commerce, navigation, and revenue 
of this kingdom, have been fo long and fo fuccefsfully regulated, would as the 
petitioners apprehend, in the prefent diftrefsful fiiuation of trade, occafion much 
jnimediate ijiifchief, and be productive of very fatal confequences, in more diftant 
times, to the ]3opulation, revenue, naval force, and landed interelt, of Britain, an4 
therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themfeWes, or their counfel, againft 
the faid bill. 

A petition of merchants and traders of Lancafter, likewife taking notice of the 
laid bill J and fetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, Aiould the fame pals 
into a law, it would be extremely injurious to the commerce, manufa^Stures, and 
navigation, of this kingdom, affect in its conlccjuonces the landed intereit, and be 
ruinous of the trade of the f?.id town in particular j and therefore pmying, that 
they may be heard, by themfeives, or counfel, againil the faid bill paffihg into a 
law. 

A petition of James Buchanan, esquire, in the name and on behalf of merchants, 
traders, and manufacturers, of Glafgow, likewife taking notice of the faid bill 5 and 
fctting forth, that, fhould the fame pafs into a law, it would he highly prejudicial 
to the tr^de and manufaftures of Great Britain in general, and more particularly 
of the city of Glafgow, by difabling the merchants, traders, and manutafturers, of 
that city from carrying on hereafter, on equal terms, their trade with the Britifh 
plantations in America, now their firit and capital branch of commerce ; and in 
which, on the faith of the laws now in being, the^ \i2iN^ VwN^^^'StXJftfc ^^-iXsJ^^-w? 
ofthwfortmcsi suid thercfgrc, onbehaU o{ x1afcia'«dww>x%^^.t^«^>^^^^^ 
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fefturers, of the city of Gbfgow, praying for leave to be heard, by himfelf or 
counlel.'againft the faid bill. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders, of the -county of Chefter, 
aifembled at county meeting, taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation of 
certain goods therein mentioned, dire6lly from Ireland into any Britim plantatioa 
in America, or any Britifh fettlement on the coaft of Africa ; and fetting forth, 
that the petitioners conceive, (hould the fame pafs into a law, it would be extreme^ 
detrimental to the commercial and landed interefts of the faid county, and that the 
public revenues of the kingdom in general would be thereby greatly diminiflied; 
and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counfel, againii the iaid 
bill, and that the lame may not pal's into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, merchants, and raanufkfturers, of Stockport} 
fetting forth, that the petitioners obferve, by the votes, that a bill hath been brought 
in, to permit the exportation of any goods, wares, and merchandizes, being the 
produce or roanufeftureof Ireland (wool and woollen manufadhires only excepted), 
and of all goods and commodities, of the growth, produce, or manufafture, of 
Great Britam, which have been, or may be, legally imported from thence into the 
ikld kingdom of Ireland, and of all foreign and certificate goods which have been, 
or may be legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, dire6lly from Ireland, 
into any of the Britiih plantations in America, or the Welt Jndies, or into ariy tf 
the fettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaft of Africa ; and that, fliovld 
the faid bill pafs into a law, it would be exceedingly oppreflive, and even ruinousi 
tothoufands of the induftrious manufa6turers of the faid town and neighbourhood, 
who are at prefeilt employed in making checks, and various other goods, which 
require large quantities of linen yarn, which they import from Irdand, to ^c* 
great advantage of the inhabitancs'of that kingdom, lyhcre the flax is grown, and 
where the fame is fpun into yarn, and bought with ready money by the Englifli 
snanufa^hirers, who allow to their favors in Ireland two percent, commiflioa 
money, and pay to the Irifh revenue one halfpenny per pound duty 5 and that Ail 
trade, the petitioners fee clearly, would by the above law be taken from them, for, 
at the price of labour in Ireland bears fo fmall a proportion to that in England, 
they would be able to underfell the Englifh both at home and in every foreign 
market, which would depreciate the value of their eftates, and leave them fuch^ 
very great number of poor, that it would be impoflible to fupport them as the law 
requires, and contribute their (hare towards eafing the great burthens of the ftatej 
and therefore praying, that they majr be heard, by their cour^fel, againft the (kia 
bill, and that the fame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, tradefmen, merchants, and manufafturers, of Man- 
chefter; fetting hirtb, that the petitioners are informed, a bill has been brought 
into the Houfe, to permit the exportation of any goods, wares, or merchandize^ 
bdng the produce or manufacture of Ireland (wool and woollen manufactures only 
excepted), and of all goods and commodities, of the growth, produce, or manu- 
faU^re, of Great Britain, which have been, or may be, legally imported from 
thence into the faid kingdom of Ireland, and of all foreign certificate goods which 
have been, or may be, legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, direftljf . 
from Ireland, into any ofthe Britifli plantations in America or the Weft Indies, or 
into any of the fettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaft of Africa; 
and alleging, that the linen manufactures, which have been at great expence 
eftabliihed, and are now carried on in the faid town and neighbourhood, will be 
ruined, and the cotton and other manufactures will be very greatly injured, (houUl 
the faid bill pafs into a law, and thereby the advantages to which the manufi^Cturert 
baye, by their labour and induftry, entitled themfelvcs, will be taken from them, 
the poor will be, in a great meafure, deprived of the means of fupporting them- 
ielves and famUics, the value of lands, which depends on the fuccefs and profperity 
of trade, will be extremely reduced, and tVve Und o^Tiw% wvd \iihaLbitants will be 
rendered uaable to fupport the great weight oi YVi>a>AC V>\inVvwi%,UiN«\tts2ti\^^ «► 
mfent fo amply CQniributc j aad ibcttfott y^Vvii^> xfeax t\«i TO»j\jft>wwx^>^ 
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tiieir counfel, againft the faid bill, and that the fame may not pafs into a law, or 
that the petitioners may have fuch other relief as to the Houfe (hall feem moft 
expedient. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land oi^ners, manufaflurers, and callicoe- 
printers> of Blackburn j fetting forth, that the petitioners are informed, that a bill 
hath been brought into^the Houie, to permit the exportation of any goods, wares, 
or merchandizes, being*the produce or manufa^ure of Ireland Twoofand woollen 
manufactures only excepted), and of all goods and commodities, of the growth, 
produce, or manufadlure, of Great Britain, which have been, or may be, legally 
imported from thence into the faid kingdom of Ireland, and of all foreign certifi- 
cate goods which have been, or may be, legally imported from Great Britain into 
Ireland, directly from Ireland, inro any of the Britiih plantations in America or 
the Weil ladies, or into any of the fettlements belonging to Great Britain, on the 
coaii of Africa -y. and alleging, that the trade of this town and neiehbourbood^ 
which chiefly confifts of cottons and callicoes manufactured from Iriih linen yam 
and Weft-India cotton, and have been at great expence eftablilhed, will be totally 
ruined, (hould the faid hill pafs into a law -, and therefore praying, that they may 
be heard, by their counfel, agaiu^ the (aid bill, and that the fame may not paU 
into a law. 

A petition of feveral manufacturers of fail-cloth, of Warrington, Lancafter, 
Prefton, Kirkham, Liverpool, Prefcot, Fa rn worth, Wigan, and Ulvtritoncj fetting 
forth, that the petitioners are much alarmed and concerned to fee, by the votes, that 
a bill has been brought into the Houfe, to permit the exportation of certain ^oods, 
therein mentioned, direCtly from Ireland into any Britiih plantation in America, or 
any Briti(h fettlement on the coait of Africa } and the petitioners conceive, that 
the iaid bill is meant to allow the exportation of Iriih iail-cloth ; and that the 
eilabliihing the manufacture of iail-cloth within Great Britain, both as a branch 
of manufacture, and as a naval ftore for the fafety of the itate, has been conlidered 
by the legiAator as an objeCt of great national importance } and that the fluctuating 
fltuation of the fail-cloth trade fubjeCts the manufacturer to many loiTes and in* 
conveniences, from which other branches of manufacture are free $ and that, in 
time of peace, their principal dependence and fupport ariies fcom the export trade 
to the Britiih plantations, and the fettlements belong:in^ to Great Britain on the 
coaft of Africa j but, if the propofed bill (hould pal's into a law, the petitioners 
conceive, that the fail -cloth manufacture of this kingdom would be greatly pre- 
judiced, and the Britiih navy thereby reduced to the neceffity of depending upoa 
Ireland for a ilipply, which in time of war will be fubjeCt to the depredation of our 
enemies, as well as to many other difappointments ; and therefore praying, that 
the faid bill may not pafs into a law as it now ftands ; and that they may be heard* 
by themfelves or counfel, againft the fame, or fo much thereof as can affelt the 
article of Britifh-made &il -cloth. 

A petition of merchants and manufacturers of Prefton ; fetting forth, that the 
petitioners obferve, by the votes, th^t a bill is brought in, for the exportation from 
the kingdom of Ireland, direCtly into any of the Britiih plantations in America 
or the Weit-Indies, or into any of the fettlements belonging to Great Britain on 
the coait of Africa, in veifels which may lawfully trade to and from thofe places, 
tUiy goods, wares, and merchandizes, being the produce or manufacture of Ireland 
(wool and woollen manufactures only excepted), and all goods and commodities, 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of Great Britain, which have been, or 
ipay l>e, legally imported from thence into the faid kingdom of Ireland, and all 
foreign certificate goods which have l>een, or may be, legally imported from Great 
Britain into Ireianil $ and alleging, that the linen manufactures, which have been 
at great expence eitabU/hed, gnd are now c^irriedon in the town and neighbourhood 
of rreftouy will be greatly injured, if not altogether ruined, ihould the laid bill pafa 
into a law, the advantages, to which the manufacturers have by their labour and 
induftry entitled then&Wes, will be thereby taken from them, the poor will be 
dcpriy^ of th9 iQcaAs. of fuppoiting themfclvei fmd familicsi smd the value of 
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difpofe of for exportation to the Weft In<ila iflai^ds, and are in a great meafun 
fupplied with tallow neceffary for carrying on their refpeftive manufafbories fron 
Ireland, where they pay a duty on the exportation tliereof to B^ngland, and alfo an 
Aiibjedl to the freight, premium of infurance, and other charges accruing thereuponi 
and that Ireland,- by being exempt from thefe charges, will come at the material! 
for thofe manufa6tures upon much cheaper terms, and would, in cafe the (aid bill 
pais into a. Hiw, entirely engrofs the export trade thereof to themfelves ; and thai 
the lofs of this valuable branch of buhnefs would be extremely injurious to tht 
petitioners, as it is the natural and only vocation by which they have fupportec 
themfelves and flimilies, and employed numbers of people to the benefit of thi 
community in general ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by them 
felves or counfel, againft the faid bill pafling mto a law. 

A petition of the merchants and traders of Lancalter ; fetting forth, that the pe 
titioners apprehend, fhould the (aid bill pafs into a law, it would be extrcmeli 
injurious to the commerce, manuf;i£lures, and navigation, of this kingdom, afiec 
in its confequences the landed intereft, and be rumous to the trade of the (ai( 
town in particular ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by thesnielve 
or counfel, againft the faid bill pafting intp a law. 

A petition of Jair.cs Buchanan, eiq. in the name of merchants, traders, an< 
manufafturers, of Glafgow, likewife taking notice of the faid bill j and fetting 
forth, that the petitioner apprehends, if the fame fti^U pafs into a law, it will b< 
highly prejudicial to the trade and manufactures of Great Britain in general, am 
more particularly to the city of Glaigow, by difabling the merchants, traders, aw 
manufafturers, of that city, from carrying on hereafter, on equal terms, their tradi 
with the Britiih plantations in America, now their firft and capital branch of com 
merce, and in which, on the faith of the laws now in being, tliey have invefted th 
greateft part of their fortunes; and therefore, on behalf of the merchants, traders 
and manufafturers, of the city of Glafgow, praying for leave to be heard, by him 
i'elf or counfel, againft the faid bill. 

A petition of gentlemen, trad efmen, merchants, and land owners, of Mancheftei 
taking m)feice of the bill to permit the importation of cotton-yam, the manufedtur 
of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free; and (etting forth, that the petitioner 
conceive, (hould the faid bill pafs into a law, the fame would be extremely detri 
mental to the land and commercial interefts of the kingdom of Great Britain, am 
would tend to diminiQi the public revenues of this kingdom ; and therefore pray 
ing, that they may be heard, by their counfel, againft the faid bill, and that to 
fame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, manafaClurers, and callicoe prin 
ters, of Blackburn, containing the fame allegations and prayer as the laft precedin 
petition. 

A petition of merchants and manfa6lurers of Prefton, likewife taking notic 
of the faid bill 5 and fetting forth, that the cotton manufactures, which have beci 
at a great expence eftabliibed, and are now carried on, in the town and neighbour 
hood of Prefton, will be greatly injured if not altogether ruined, fhould the iam 
pais into a law, the advantages to which the manufacturers have, by their laboui 
and induftry, entitled themlelves, will be thereby taken from them, the poor wil 
be deprived of the means of fupporting themfelves and families, and the value 
land in this part of the kingdom, which depends on the profperity of trade, wil 
not only be extremely reduced, but the inhabitants will be rendered unable t 
fupport the great weight of public burthens to which they at prefent fo amply am 
cheerfully contribute; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by them 
felves or counfel, againft the faid bill, and that the iame may not pafs into a law 
or that the petitioners may have fuch other relief as to the Houfe ftiali feem moi 
expedient. 

A petition of James Buchanan, efquire, in the name of merchants, traders, an 
manufacturers, of Glaigow, taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation < 
^%(9, manufactured in Ireland, from thence to any place whatlbever except Ore: 
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difpofe of for exportation to the Weft In<iia iflai^ds, and are in a great meafure 
fupplied with tallow neceffary for carrying on their refpeftive manufafbories from 
Ireland, where they pay a duty on the exportation tliereuf to England, and alfo are 
fobjedl to the freight, premium of iniurance, and other charges accruing thereupon] 
aad that Ireland,- by being exempt from thefe charges, will come at tlie materials 
for thofe manufa6lures upon much cheaper terms, and would, in cafe the (aid bill 
pais into a. Hiw, entirely engrofs the export trade thereof to themfclvcs j and that 
the k>{s of this valuable branch of bunners would be extremely injurious to the 
petitioners, as it is the natural and only vocation by which they have fupported 
themfelves and families, and employed numbers of people to the benefit of the 
community in general ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by them- 
felves or counfel, againft the faid bill pa/Hng into a law. 

A petition of the merchants and traders of Lancaftcr ; fetting forth, that the pe- 
titioners apprehend, fhould the (aid bill pafs into a law, it would be extremely 
injurious to the commerce, manuf:i£lures, and navigation, of this kingdom, afiefi: 
in its confequences the landed intereft, and be rumous to the trade of the faid 
town in particular ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themfelves 
or counfel, againft the faid bill pafling intp a law. 

A petition of Jatr.cs Buchanan, efq. in the name of merchants, traders, and 
manufafturers, of Glafgow, likewife taking notice of the faid bill j and fetting; 
forth, that the petitioner apprehends, if the fame fti^U pafs into a law, it will be 
highly prejudicial to the trade and nicmufa^tures of Great Britain in general, and 
more particularly to the city of Glafgow, by difabling the merchants, traders, and 
manutafturers, of that city, from carrying on hereafter, on equal terms, their trade 
with the Britiih plantations in America, now their firft and capital branch of com- 
merce, and in which, on the faith of the laws now in being, tliey have invefted the 
greateft part of their fortunes; and therefore, on behalf of the merchants, traders^ 
and manufacturers, of the city of Glafgow, praying for leave to be heard, by him- 
iclf or counfel, againft the faid bill. 

A petition of gentlemen, tradefmen, merchants, and land owners, of Manchefter, 
taking mjtice of the bill to permit the importation of cotton-yarn, the manufacture 
of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free; and ietting forth, that the petitioners 
conceive, (hould the i'aid bill pafs into a law, the fame would be extremely detri- 
mental to the land and commercial interefts of the kingdom of Great Britain, and 
iwould tend to diminiQi the public revenues of this kingdom ; and therefore pray- 
ing, that they mr^y be heard, by their counfel, againft the faid bill, and that tfie 
fame may not pafs into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, manofafturers, and callicoe prin- 
ters, of Blackburn, containing the fame allegations and prayer as the laft preceding 
petition. 

A petition of merchants and manfa6lurers of Prefton, likewife taking notice 
of the faid bill ; and fetting forth, that the cotton manufaftures, which have been 
at a great cxpence eftabliibed, and are now carried on, in the town and neighbour- 
hood of Prefton, will be greatly injured if not altogether ruined, fhould the fame 
pafs into a law, the advantages to which the manufafturcrs have, by their laboufj 
and induftry, entitled themlelves, will be thereby taken from them, the poor will 
be deprived of the means of fupporting themfelves and families, and the value of 
land in this part of the kingdom, which depends on the profperity of trade, will 
not only be extremely reduced, but tlie inhabitants will be rendered unable to 
fupport the great weight of public burthens to which they at prefent fo amply anc 
cheerfully corjtribute 5 • and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by them- 
felves or counfel, againft the faid bill, and that the fame may not pafs into a law 
or that the petitioners may have fuch other relief as to the Houfe ihall feem m< 
expedient. 

A petition of James Buchanan, efquire, in the name of merchants, traders, an^ 
tnanufai^urersf of Glafgow, taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation < 
^$fyf manufadtured in Ireland, from thence to any place whatfoever except Grea 
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BriUin ; and fetting forth, that the petitioner apprehends, if the fame (hall pafs 
into a law, it will be highly prejudicial to the trade and raanufafture of Great 
Britain in general, and more particularly to the city of Glafgow, as, from the in- 
equality or taxes, the low price of labour, and the great plenty and cbeapnefs of» 
provilions, in Ireland, the merchants and manufa(5tarers of that kingdom will be 
enabled to fell this commodity, at foreign markets, cheaper than the merchants 
and manufa6turers of this country ; and therefore, on behalf of the merchants^ 
traders, and manufa61:urers, of the city of Glafgow, praying for leave to be heard| 
by himfelf or counfel, againll the faid bill. 

A petition of feveral perfons of Bridport, Beamifter, Broadwindfor, manufac- 
hirers of fail-cloth and cordage $ fetting forth, that the petitioners, iince they 
prefumed to petition the Houfe againft the bill for permitting all faiUcloth and 
cordage of the manufafture of Ireland to be imported into this kingdom free of 
■duty, have further obferved that another bill is depending, for permitting, in like 
nner, any goods, wares, and merchandize, being the produce or manufadlure 
UK Ireland (wool and woollen manufactures only excepted), to be exported from 
the kingdom of Ireland diredly into any of the Britifh plantations in Ameriu 
>r the Weft Indies, or into anjr of the fi^tleinents belonging to Great Britain on 
:he coaft of Africa; and that fail-cloth and cordage being otcourfe included, the 
:onfequence of the faid bill, jointly with that of the other, fiiould they both pafi 
into laws, the petitioners conceive, will be not a partial rivalfhip only, but the 
sntire ruin of thofe manufactures in this kingdom, at Italt in thi part of it, as the 
Iriih, befides the means of manufacturing thefe commodities cheaper, appearto 
loiTefs fuch advantages, in point of fituation, and other circumftance's, for exports 
o the plantations and fettlements, as muft enable them to un*derfeli us abroad in a 
kill greater degree than at home ; and therefore praying, that the faid bill may not 
lafs into a law. 

A petition of the tallow-chandlers of London, fetting forth, that the petitioners 
►bfervc by the votes, that a bill is depending, to permit the exportation of certain 
|Oods, therein mentioned, direCtly from Ireland into any Britifh plantation in Ame- 
lia, or any Britifh fettlement on the coaft of Africa ; and that, fhould fych a bill 
»afi into a law, the petitioners will be greatly injured, as the trade of exporting 
andles from hence would thereby be entirely loft j and therefore praying, that 
uch bill may not pafs into a law 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of Lancafter, 

%king notice of the bill to permit the importation of faiUcloth and cordage, of 

he manufa^ure of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free; and fetting forth, that 

he petitioners apprehend, and are alfured, that, in cafe the faid bill fhould pafs 

ito a law, the fame will be highlv detrimental to the revenues, commercial inte- 

tfts, and navigation of this kingaom in general, and tend to the utter ruin of the 

nufaCtures and mercantile interefts of the county of Lancafter in particular, and 

o greatly affeCt the landed intereft thereof; and therefore praying, that they may 

i heard, by themfelves or their counfel, againft the faid bill paffmg into a law. 

A petition of James Buchanan, efquire, in the name of merchants, tividers, and 

AnufaCturers, of Glafgow,. likewife taking notice of the faid bill ; and fetting 

irth, that the petitioner apprehends, if the fame fhall pafs into a law, it will be 

ighly prejudicial to the manufactures of this country in general, and to the city 

id neighbourhood of Glafgow in particular ; and therefore, in the name, and on 

G^hjdf, of the merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of the city of Glafgow, F^^y*^ 

ig, that he may be heard, by himfeU or counfel, againft the faid bill. 

A petition ot gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of Lancafter, 

king notice of the bill to permit the importation of certain goods from the Bri- 

(h plantations in America, or the Britifh fettlements on the coaft of Africa, into 

le kingdom of Ireland ; and fetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, and 

e aJTured, that, in cafe the faid bill fhould pafs into a law, the fanxe will be lushly 

trimental to the revenues, commercial interefts, and navigation, of this kingdom 

generdig md Uwi XQ th(r uC(er ruin of x\\^ xnsiaufa^tares and mcrcaAtile interefts 
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of the county of Lancafter in particular, and alfo greatly afFc6^ the landed intereft 
thereof 5 and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themfclvcs or tlicir 
counfel, a^inft the fiid bill paifing into a law. 

A petition of matter, wardens, and commonalty, of the fociety of chandlers and 
foap-makers, of Briftol, under their common-leal, taking notice of the bill to per- 
mit the exportation of certain ^oods, therein mentioned, direftly from Ireland into 
any Britifti plantation in America, or any Briiifh iettlement on the coaft of Africa; 
and fetting forth, that, fhould the fame pafs into a law, his Majefty's revenue will 
be greatly injured, and the export tr de of foap and candles from^this kingdom 
totally loft, as tallow, a principal raw matrrial ufed in England for that manufac- 
ture, as alfo kelp, are impoitet^ from Ireland, under an export duty in that king- 
dom, befides other charges tf commiflion, freieht, and infurance, and kelp, together 
with fait, oil, and barilla, (other materials of which foap is made), are chargeable 
with heavy duties here, and very little in Ireland j and therefore praying, that fach 
bill may not pafs into a law, and that thcy,may be heard by themfelves or counfeU 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufafturers, of the county 
of Lancafter, likewife taking notice of the faid bill ; and fetting forth, that the 
petitioners apprehend, and are aflared, tVg^^in cafe the faid bill ftiould pafs into a 
law, the fame will be highly dttrimental toS^fevenues, commercial interefts, and 
navigation of this kingdom in general, and tend to the utter ruin of the manufac- 
tures and mercantile interefts of the county of Lancafter in particular, and alfo 
greatly affeft the landed intereft thereof; and therefore praying, that they may b« 
heard, by themfelves or their counfel, againft the faid bill paflTmg into a law. 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufa6^urers, of the county 
of Lancafter, taking notice of the bill to permit the importation of cotton yam, 
the manufafture of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free 5 and letting forth, that 
the petitioners apprehend, and are aftured, that, in cale the faid bill ftiouid pa(s 
into a law, the fame will be highly detrimental to the revenues, commercial inte- 
rets, and navigation, of this kingdom in eeneral, and tend to the utter ruin of 
the manufaftures and mercantile interefts ot the county of Lancafter in particular, 
and alfo greatly affe6t the landed intereft thereof; and therefore praying, that they 
may be heard, by themfelves or their counfel, againft the faid bill pkiling intp ai 
law. 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufaflurers, of Lancafter, 
taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation of glafs, manufactured in Ire- 
land, from thence to anyplace whatfoever, except Great Britain; and fetting forth, 
that the petitioners apprehend, and are aflared, that, in cafe the faid bill ihould paft 
into a law, the fame will be highly detrimental to the revenues, commercial inte- 
reJts, and navigation of this kingdom in general, and tend to the utter ruin of the 
inanufaClures and mercantile interefts of the county of Lancafter in particular, and 
alfo greatly afFe6t the landed intereft thereof; and therefore praying, that they may 
be heard, by themfelves or their counfel, againft the faid bill pafling into a law. 

A petition of the glafs manufa^urers of Briftol, taking notice of the bill to 
permit the exportation of glafs, manufadhired in Ireland, from thence to any place 

S'hatfoeyer, except Great Britain ; and fetting forth, that the pttitioaert appre- 
end, if the fame Ihould pafs into a law, it would tend ereatly to the prejudice of 
the petitioners, and, in a degree, to the ruin of their trade and manufaaure, which 
they have with great difficufiy, and at vaft exoence, brought to its prefent perfec- 
tion ; and that the manufaftwrcrs in Ireland are not charged with any duty on 
glafs J that they have kelp ^a very coniiderable article in the glafs manu^6lory) at 
about one half the price it cofts the petitioners ; and the petitioners do not, in 
crown or flint glafs, draw back on exportation more than half the duty they pay $ 
and that thefe ^reat advantages will enable them to underfell the petitioners at 
foreign markets, and muft deprive them of that trade, which is the very life and 
being of the j^lafs manufactory in the city of Briftol ; and that the petitioners con- 
^eive it will i^kewife ^e f^ coafiderable lofs to tiie revenue; as the kelp ufed in the 

manu^ory 
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jnanufaftory of glafs is chiefly the produce of Ireland, and, upon the importation 
of it into England, a confiderable duty is paidj and that thefc alarming circum* 
fiances induce the petitioners to beg that the Houfe will take the premifes into their 
confidcration, and afford them fuch relief as (liall feem meet. 

A petition of the fugar refiners of London ; letting forth, that the petitionen 
£nd there are bills depending before the Houfe, refpefting the giving leave for a 
ftee importation of goods, wares, and merchandize, of the growth, produft, or 
manufafture, of the Britifti plantations in America and the Weft Indies, or of an? 
of the fettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaft of Africa, and which 
are required to be imported from thence into Great Britain j and the petitionen 
conceive, that, if the faid bills fhouid in their prefent form pafs into a law, they 
VFOuld thereby be greatly injured; and therefore praying the Houfe, to take into 
tkeir ferious confideration the comparative view of the coft of BritiQi Mufcovado 
fugars in Great Britain and Ireland, whereby it will appear, that the people of 
Ireland do at prefent import fugars at a much lower rate than the people of Eng. 
land} and therefore the mhabitants of Ireland, in refpeft to that commodity, being 
not aggrieved, the petitioners pray, that the word " fugar'' may be included in 
the exceptions of the bill. 

A petition of the manufaftureraylCfglafs, in London, and in the counties of 
Midolefex, Surrey, and Stafford, taking notice of the bill to permit the exporta- 
tion of certain goods therein mentioned, direftly from Ireland into any Britifh 
plantation in America, or any Britiih fettlement on the coaft of Africa; and fct- 
ting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, in cafe the faid bill Ihould pafs into a 
Jaw, the feme would be very injurious to, if not the total ruin of, themfelves, in 
the manufadlure of glafs in particular, and a great lofs to the revenue and comraer- 
dal interefts of this kingdom j and therefore praying, that the Ho\ifc will permit 
the petitioners to be heard, by themfelves or their counfel, in oppofition to the 
laid bill ; or that fuch relief may be granted to them as fhall feeni fit. 

A petition of the mayor, aldermen, and common council, merchants, and inha- 
bitants, of Exeter j fetting forth, that the petitioners being informed, that feveral 
bills are depending before the Houfe, granting an extenfion of the trade of Ireland j 
and notwithftanding the petitioners conceive the exceptions prohibiting the expor- 
tation of woollens are to continue in force, yet they beg leave to exprefs their fearsi 
that» ihould the faid bills pafs into laws> the clandeftine export of Irifti woollens 
will greatly increafe 5 and the petitioners are very apprehenfive, from a compara- 
tive view of the prices of labour and provifions, and the difference of the taxes in 
both kingdoms, that fuch laws will be produftive of many other evils, and occafion 
inexpreffible injury and irreparable lol's to this nation ; the petitioners thereforei 
dreading fuch fatal confequences, but fincerely wifliing their fifter kingdom may 
have every relief this country can properly grant, pray, that the further profecu* 
tion of the faid bills may be deferred until next ferfion of Parliament, that> in the 
inean time, objeds fo important and extenfive may be thoroughly examined and 
digefted. 

All thefe petitions were at different times prefented to the Houfe and 
read j and all ordered to lie upon the table. 

May 7. 
No debate. 

' . . Mayl. 

^ Sir William Meredith moved, That an humble addrefs be prefented to 
his Majefty, to have all letters, or extracts of letters, laid before the 
Houfe, that. jjnay have been received by any of his Majefty*s mini- 
ma's or cdil^ffioners of the admiralty, or other boards^ relating 

to 
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to the equipment of the fleet that hath lately (aHed frotn 
Toulon. 

Agreed to. 

Adjourned to May ii. 

May 1 1 • 

Heard courifd and evidence on the Irilh bill. When thofe 
for this day were finifhed, 

Colonel Barre moved, That an humble addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, requefting that his Majefty will be 

fracioufly pleafed to give direitions that the remains of 
WILLIAM PITT, Earl of Chatham, be interred 
at the public expence ; [and that a monument be ercfled] 
in the collegiate church of St. Peter, Weftminfter, to the 
memory of that great and excellent ftatefman, with an in- 
fcription, expreflive of the fentiments of the people on fo 
great and irreparable a lofs, and to aflure his Majefty that 
this Houfe would make good the expence attending the 
(ame. 

/ [The Earl died this morning, at his feat at Hayes, in 
Kent.] 

Right Hon. Thomas Tmvnjhend feconded the motion. 

Mr. Righy^ after expreffing his great refpeft for that ftatef- 
roan's unrivalled talents, and his regret that his country 
fliould be deprived of them at a time when they were fo 
much wanted by her, declared, that no man in the Houfe, 
revered him living more than he did, though he fometimes 
differed from him in politics ; but the noble jEarPs virtues had 
made an indelible impreilion on his mind, and the very laft 
words he ever fpoke in Parliament, particularly commanded 
his gratitude and admiration.- He therefore certainly would 
vote for the motion, if the Honourable gentlemen fhould 
think proper to perfift in it; but with fome diffidence he 
begged leave to fay, that he thought a monument to his me- 
mory would be a more eligible, !as well as a more lafting tef- 
timony of the public gratitude than the defraying of his funeral 
honours. 

Mr. Towvjbend would have fpoken in reply to Mr. Rigby^ 
but forrow choaked his utterence, and he found himfelf ob- 
liged to fit down; recovering himfelf however in a few mi- 
nutes, he delivered a fhort but moft feeling eulogium on the 
merits of the deceafcd peer, and concluded by expreffing his 
aiflidion, that he fhould be fnatched from us at a time when 
his country was in fo much w^nt of his abilities. 

Mr. 
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Mr. t)unning faid, he could iiot fuppofe tber& could be 
two opinions in the Houfe on fuch a motion, in point of 
principle, though there might be fome difference of fenti- 
ment upon the modes of expreffing our fenfations ; for bis 
part, he thought the two propofitions were in no degree op- 
pofite, and, therefore^ he moved^ as an amendment That the 
monument fhould be included as an obje£i of addr efs to his 
M^efty. 

!Lord North then entering in great hafte, declared his hap* 
pinefs in arriving time enough to ctve his vote for the mo* 
lion, which he hoped would be earned unanimoufly } and he 
lamented,, that he had not breath enough, from the hurry in 
which he camfe, to exprefs hinafelf with the degree of refpeft 
which he wifhed to (hew on fo great an occafion. 

Agreed to unanimoufly. 

May 12. 

No debate. 

May 13. 

Lord Norths by his Majefty's command, afliired the Houfe^ 
that his Majefty readily agreed to their addrefs, refpefting 
the interment of the Earl of Chatham, and the ereding 
a monument to the memory of that great and excellent 
ftatefman. 

Lord John Cavendijh faid, he hoped the public gratitude 
would not ftop here. As that invaluable man had, whilft 
in the nation's fervice, negleded his own, and though he had 
the greateft opportunity of enriching himfelf, had never made 
any provifion for his family, he hoped an ample provifion 
would be 'made for the defendants of fo honeft and able a 
minifter. 

Lord North coincided heartily in the noble Lord's wifli ; 
and Lord Nugent, Mr. Byng, Mr. Fox, Mr. Montagu, &c, 
C3q>reflred the warmeft eulogiums on the virtue of the deceafed 
peer^ who had always fuffered his private intefeft to be (wal- 
lowed up in his attachment to the public good. 

Mr. 7*. Townjhend moved an addrefs to his Majefty, ex- 
preffive of the wifhes of Parliament on this point, and affur- 
ing his Majefty, that whatever bounties he (hould beftow 
on the family of the deceafed Ear], fhould be cheerfully 
provided for by that Houfe, The motion paffed una- 
nimoufly. 

Counfel were called in againft the Irifli bills. 

May 
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May 14* 

Sir G^^r^^ ^aviU moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
repeal of certain penalties and difabilities provi<led in aa 
zBl of the 10th and nth of William the Third; intitulcdp 
*' An zSi to prevent the further growth of popery," As an 
incentive to the repeal of thofe penalties infliding fuc|i vio- 
lent feverities on papiits, he adverted to the peaceable and 
loyal behaviour of that part of the people under a govern- 
ment, which, though it was not fevere in enforcing, yet , 
fuiFered fuch intolerable penalties and difqualifications to 
{land againft them on the ftatutes. As an inftance of the 
little danger there was likely to arife from thi^ liberal pro- 
cedure of Parliament, be mentioned their late royal ad- 
drefs to the crown, in which they not only exprefled their 
obedience to the government under which they lived, biit a 
degree of attachment to the conftitution upon which the civil 
rights of this cbuntry have been eftablimed by the Revolu- 
• tion, which placed the prefent family upon the throne of 
thefe kingdoms j and, as a further fecurity, he propofed that 
a fufiicient tefl: might be formed by which they fhould bind 
themfelves to the fupport of the civil government by law 
cftablifhed. 

Mr. Dunning feconded the motion, and went into a legd 
difcuffion of the principles, objedl, and paft operation of thp 
bill which was intended to be repealed. He took up the 
penalties of the bills under three feparate beads, Firft, the 
punifliment of popifli priefts or jefuits who (hould be found 
to teach or officiate in the fervices of that church, which aSs 
were felony in foreigners, and high treafon in the natives of 

this kingdom. -Secondly, the forfeitures of popifh heirs, 

who had received their education abroad, which gave their 
eftates to the next proteftant heir, and the power given to 
the fon or other neareft relatioi^ being a proteftant, to take 
the poffeffion of the papift's eftate, during his life— and 
laftly, the depriving papifts from acquiring any real property 
by purchafe— which word, in the legal meaning, had a much 
' greater latitude than in the ordinary fenfe ; for it applied tp 
all real property acquired by any other means than that oif 
defcent. 

Thefe were the objeQs of the propofed repeal. Some of 
them had now ceafed to be neceflary, and others were at all 
times a difgrace to humanity. The imprifonment of a po- 
pifh prieft for life, on the account of his officiating in the fer- 
vices of his religion, was horrible in its nature ; and to an 

Engli(hman 
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was iirft to determine how far they thought it fafe to allo^ 
the free preaching and teaching of that religion. Wh^n this 
point had been fettled, zGts could be framed accordingly: 
then the bufinefs could be ciFedled on fixed principles, and 
■ hot by piecemeal. 

Lord Beauchamp exprefled his fatisfadion that this motion 
appeared fo agreeable to the Houfe in general that it was 
not likely to meet one difientient voice ; and it gave himi 
the more pleafure at this time, as he thought the commer- 
cial advantages that Parliament now meant to beftow on 
Ireland would be of very little ufe to that country, unlefs it 
was accompanied by a repeal of their penal laws, which fo 
long deprefTed three-fourths of the people there; and this 
bill he hoped would, when pafled, be an example to the Irifli 
Parliament, in whofe power it was to give that relief to 
their brethren ; and he was forry to fay he thought, though 
their bith was in fome degree pledged for the tfEtdi of fome 
fuch meafure, nothing had yet been done for that people. 
They had begged to have a teft of loyalty and obedience to 
the government given them — that teft was made, and taken 
by a large and refpe£lable number of Roman Catholics, yet 
'nothing had yet been granted them in return for that teft ; 
nay more, when a bill had been brought into the Iriih Parlia- 
ment to allow papifts to take building leafes in corporate 
towns, that moft reafonable indulgence was ungeneroufly 
rcfufed them^ 

Something, he faid, might be fuggefted in excufe with 
relation to the late difturbances in the fouth-weft part of 
Ireland; but he aftured the Houfe, that. he never knew a 
^oman Catholic of property in that country who did not 
-exprefs the greateft abhorrence of thofe violences; and he 
was convinced, that it was want of employment, want of 
induftry, and want of reward for labour, that caufed them ; 
and he concluded with a declaration, that he did not think 
the little indulgence which was now propofed to be given tiie 
Roman Cathoncs of this kingdom fhould be accompanied by 
any teft, as he was fure that any member who read over the 
aA of King William [which he then held in his hand] would 
think that in repealing it he was not fo much emplojved in 
conferring favours on the Catholics as in refcuing the ftatuta$. 
from difgrace. 

The queftion was then put, and unanimoufly agreed tA 
May 15. 

No debate. Adjourned to the iSth. 
Vol. VIIL U JWJ^y 
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May 18. 

No debate. •? 

May 19. 

The Houfe in committee on the Irifli importation bill. 

Mr. Bamber Grfcoigne (when the enumerated articles came 
to be neceffarily mentioned in order to fill up the blanks) 
moved, That woollens, woollen cloths, whole or mixed cotton, 
and cotton good-, whole or mixed painted and printed linen?, 
gunpowder, and fcveral other articles of inferior cohfequencci 
be exempted. Agreed to. 

He next moved. That whatever goods or merchandife, &c. 
which fhould be permitted to be exported under this afl, 
fhould have duties laid upon any of them, • or the ingre- 
dients which compofed them, equal to thofe already fiibfift- 
ing in Great Britain, and likewife of any of the faid export 
duties. 

This claufe being agreed to, Sir William Bagot propofeda 
claufe, that no iron, manufadtured, (houldbe permitted to be 
exported under, this ztX tiU a duty of 2/. lox. per ton be laid 
upon all foreign iron imported into Ireland. 

Thefe feyeral claufes being agreed, to. Sir Thomas Egerton 
moved, That the liberty given by this a6l to export checks from 
Ireland do not take place till the parliament of Ireland (hall 
take ofF the duty of one halfpenny per pound on all linen yam 
exported from that kingdom. 

The queftion being put, the comaiittee divided, Ayes 331 
Noes 79. • • 

May ao. 

No debate. 

May 21. 

Lord North prefented to the Houfe of Commons the follow- 
ing meflage from his Majefty: 
George R. 

^* His Majefty having confidered the addrefs of this Houfe, 
that he will be gracioufly pleafed to confer fome fignal and 
lading mark of his royal favour on the family of the hte 
William Pitt, Earl of Chatham ; and being defirous to com* 
ply as fpeedily as pofTible with the requeft of his faithfiJ 
Commons, has given diredions for granting to the prefent 
JEarl of Chatham, and to the heirs of the body of the late 
William Pitt, to whom the Earldom of Chatham may de- 
fcend, an annuity of four thoufand pounds per annum^ payable 
put of the Civil Lift revenue : but his Majcfly not having it 
in his power to extend the efFc£l of the faid grant beyojid the 
'■K ». N ^ . term 
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term of his own life, recommends it to the Houfe to confider 
of a proper method of extending, fecuring, and annexing tha 
fiime to the Earldom of Chatham, in fuch manner as fliall be 
thought Hioft eiFeftual for the benefit of the family of the faid 
William Pitt, Earl of Chatham/' 

George R. 
• \. ■ 

- It was' moved. That the faid meffage be referred to the 
oommittee of fupply; and unanimoufly agreed to, A bill was 
ordered in, whicb alfo pafled unanimoufly^ 
The following petition was prefented. 

ne bumble Petition of the City of London ^ in Common Oouncit 
affemhled^ 
Sheweth, 

** That your petitioners humbly beg leave to return their 
grateful thanks to this honourable Houfe for the noble and 
generous teftimony which it has borne to the fer vices and 
merits of the late William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. 

•* And your petitioners, with ail humility, defire that their 
seal may not feem unpleafing to this honourable Houfe, Or be 
itttcrpTeted as a wifli in your petitioners to vary from the ge- 
neral fenfe of their country, as expreffed in the late votes of 
this honourable Houfe, by their requefting that the remains of 
the Earl of Chatham be depofited in the cathedral church of 
St. Paul, in the city of London. 

*' Your petitioners farther reprefent to this honourable 
Houfe, that they entirely feel the delicacy of their fituation, 
in confequence of the feveral meafures taken by this honour- 
able Houfe, but hope that a favourable interpretation will be 
put upon any particular marks of gratitude and veneration 
which the firft commercial city in the empire is earned to 
exprefs towards the Statefman whofe vigour and counfels had 
fo much contributed to the protection and cxtenfion of its 
commerce. 

By order of the Court, R I X," 

May 22. 
No debate. Adjourned to the 25th. , 

May 25. 
Order of the day, for taking into confideration the papers 
refpeding the Toulon fquadron. 
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BxtraSi and Subflance of fever al Papers and Letters received hj 
hisMojeJiys Principal Secretaries of State far Foreign ^ffnin^ 
in relation to the Egnipment of tie French Fleet laiekf fniUi 
from Toulon, according' to the Dates of their being received* 

It is faid, that they have redoubled their work in the arfenal 
It Toulon; and that there is an intention of arming fcvcntten 
large (hips, and feven frigates, which are in the port, cxclufivt. 
of nx (hips and four frigates in the road. Received Jan. 3, 1778. 

The fix (hips and four frfgates ftill continue in Toulon 
road. The w<>rks of the arfenal and port are going on brifkly. 
The two frigates on the (locks will be launched in the coarfe 
of the month of January. Received Jan. 10. 

The work at Toulon, which the advanced and inclement 
fea(bn of the year has hitherto interrupted, feems now to be 
Jk;ain begun with adkivity. 1 iiey are very bufy in careening 
the remaining (hips in that harbour; the-Burgoigne has un* 
dergone a thorough repair ; they arc calling carpenters from 
a 1 quarters ; but their prefent employment confi(h in the 
baftening on the fini(hing of the frigate they are butlding^ 
upon which they work without any intermiffion. On the 
other hand, a great part of the failors belonging to the fix 
men of war, which compofe their firft divifion, have obtained 
a congi for die Chriftmas .holidays ; but the four frigates in the 
road, two of which are under (ailing orders, have their full 
complement of men. Received Jan. 19. 

Two frigates of twenty-(ix guns, called the Magicienne and 
Frecieufe, will foon be launched at Toulon. Received Jan. 25. 

I am informed, that orders are fent to Toulon fcr all the (hips 
of the line to put to fea as foon as po(ribIe. Received Jan. 25. 

My information is, that there will be a new armament of at 
leaft four (hips of the line at Toulon. Received Jan. 28. 

The two new frigates, up^n which they have been inort 
particularly employed at Toulon, are now almoft (inidxed, and 
will be launched in a few days. Received Jan. 28. 

Things remain in the fame ftate at Toulon, where they 
continue to work brifkly. Received Jan. 31. 

I am informed, that a great quantity of corn has been 
bought up at Marfeilles for the ufe of the arfenal at Toulon; 
and that numbers of workmen were daily arriving at that 
place, in order to build new (hips, as it is genei^aily itnagintd 
that moft of thofe in that harboor are a£lualiy unfit for fervice. 
Received Feb. 2. 

Every 
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Every thing is in motion at Toulon. It is reported, that 
orders have been given to fit out eight more (hips of the line 
.and all the frigates immediately ; and that four thoufand failors 
are expcdted from the weftern coafts. Befidts the corn lately 
purchafed, they have bought up a large quantity of fait fiQi at 
Marfeilles, l*hcy are bej;inning to levy (ailors in the ports 
along the Mediterrariean ; fome are fent from Antibes, It is 
certain they hardly ceafe working night or day, and that the 
ovens are in conftant employment. Tleceived Feb. 6. 

I am afTured that twelve fliips of the line are to be armed at 
Toulpn. Received Feb. 8. 

.' Orders are faid to have been received at Toulon to fit out, 
ivith expedition, four fhips^ four frigates, and four chebecks^ 
to join the fqiiadron of ilx (hips and four frigates in the road. 
It IS talked that Monfieur de Coufage will command the wholel 
It is thought this new eq lipment will flacken the building of 
the three (hips and two frigates. Received Feb. 9. 

They are careening the twelve (hips, which are to be fitted 
out immeiiiately ; and orders are received at Toulon to carry 
on the equipment with vigour. Four thoufand feamen are 
expeded there in a week. As there is a want of marines, 
ihree battalions of infantry are to be taken on board. Received 
Feb. 13. 

. The two new frigates are launched at Toulon. The men 
of war in that harbour are not in fo bad a ftate as may have 
been reprefented ; they are certainly in a condition to go to 
fea. Received Feb. 13. 

. The equipment of fourihips of the line, four frigates, and 
four chebecks, at Toulon, goes on very brilkly. The com- 
manders are as yet unknown. The crews of the fquadron in 
the road are completing. Received Feb. 1 8. 
. The levy of failors is carrying on with great aflivity all along 
the Mediterranean coaft ; and they are draughting off thofe at 
Marfeilles to fend them to Toulon. Received Feb. 23. 

Exprefs orders are received at Toulon to arm immediately 
fix fhips of the line, five frigates, and four chebecks. The 
Lion and Hardi, part of the fquadron in the road, are to be 
difarmed and careened. The fquadron continues in the fame 
ftate. The crews are completed. Received Feb. 23. 

The armaments continue at Toulon without alteration. 
The commander in chief is ftill unknown. Nothing is now 
"wanting at that port ; and twelve battalions are expe(5led there 
in a few days. Received Feb. 27. 

Of the {hips which were in Toulon road, the He£lor, the 
Provence, and the Fantafque, are returned into port, and dif* 

U 3 armed 
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armed for careening; and they are to be re-armed immediately 
after. When they are returned into the road, the three others, 
the Caefar, the Lion, and the Hardi, will enter for the like 
purpofes. Received March 3, 

The levy of failors continues with great aflivity on the 
coaft of Languedoc, and they are immediately fent-to roulon. 
Smiths, carpenters, painters, and all other workmen, who can 
be ufefully employed, are retained for the fervicc of the fleets 
They are bufy in fitting out four men of war, which, with 
four frigates and as many chebecks, are to be added to the fix 
now in the road. In fhort, every thing feems to be in mo- 
tion, and every ftep 10 haften on the equipment of the flefet. 
Received March 5. 

I am informed, that orders have been iffued to get ready 
the whole naval force, and fit out all the ftiips whatever at 
Toulon. Thev work upon them without ceafing, and with 
fuch aflivity, that they have taken the men employed about 
the Qiips upon the flocks to affift in the equipment* Three 
men of war, compofing the firft divifion, are returned into 
the harbour to undergo fome repair. The Cato, a new Oiip 
of fixty-four guns, is mafted ; four frigates and four chebecks 
in the harbour are quite ready; as well as about nine or ten 
chalou{)es, mounted with one gun, carrying ball of thirty-fix 
pounds weight. The bomb-veflels are not as yet begun upon. 
Daily additions making to their ftore of provifions, of which 
they have an abundance of all kinds. French Mediterranean 
coaft entirely ftripped of failors, and all their trading veflels 
detained for want of men. Received March 9. 

Orders are received at Toulon to arm the Tonnant and 
Languedoc of eighty guns, and the Cato of fixty-four; the 
captains are not yet named. The fliips in the road are to be 
careened, and to return into the road as foon as they are readv. 
The fquadron will then confift of two ihips of eighty guns, fix 
of feventy-four, fix of fixty-four, and one of .fifty; fix fri- 
gates, and foiH" chebecks. Received March 13. 
. On the 15th the whole Toulon fleet, it is faid, will be in 
the rpad, and ready to fail. Received March 16. 

Count d'Eftaing does not fet out for Toulon till the middle 
of next week. He goes to take the command of at Icaft ten 
ihips of the line; uhat number of frigates I do not yet know; 
and is to have under him two chefs d^efcadre^ M. de Brugnon^ 
;>nd M. de Broves. Received March 17. < 

Count d'Eftaing fets out for Toulon the feventeenth oy 
eighteenth of Mairch. T^e fleet which he is to command is 

'■ V ■ . .-to 
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to confift of feventeen fail ; ten, dr perhaps twelve, fliips of the 
line, the reft frigates. Received March 19. ' ' 

About eighty matters of fmall (hips and veflels have been 
taken^at Marfeillcs, and conveyed to Toulon, to ferve in the 
. fleet as coatting pilots. The fame diligence is making ufe of, 
to complete the armament ; and if they continue to work upon 
it as they have begun, there is little doubt, but the whole ma- 
ritime force in that department will be ready to put to fea ia 
the courfe of next month at fartheft. Received March %o. 

Vice Admiral Count d'Eftaing is fetting out to take the 
command of the fquadron at Toulon. He will have under him 
two commodores, Meflieurs de Brugrion and de Broves. Re- 
ceived March 26/ 

Orders are fent to Toulon, for an additional equipment of 
four large (hips. The whole fquadron, amounting to twen- 
ty-five iail, will be in the road in three or four days. M.^ 
d'Eftaing is expecSled to arrive at Toulon the 25th. The 
fquadron will be formed into two divifions ; and it is believed 
that the Chevalier de Fabry will command the f(?cond divifion. 
Received March 27. 

Notwithftanding the great preparations making in the fouth 
of France, the French have not as yet made any levies of 
failors out of their own provinces ; the Mediterranean coaft 
of Italy is able to furnifli them wiih a co ifiderable number, 
the greateft part of which are generally ac their command. 
From the moft accurate accounts, the late extraordinary levies 
in the ports of France, Languedoc, and Provence, amount to 
upwards of feven thoufand men, thofe of laft year not included. 
Defertion is very frequent amongft them j as the failors ia 
general, from the hardftiips with which they are treated, feem 
to have little inclination to continue in the fervice. Received 
March 28. 

I am informed, that the preparations at Toulon are con- 
tinued with the fame' activity ; and that the greateft part of 
the failors of feveral merchant-fhips, lately arrived at Mar- 
feilles from the French colonies, have been fent to the gene- 
ral rendezvous. Received April 3. 

I underftand that the French are uncommonly adlive at 
Toulon. Some advices mention, that twelve men of war 
were, in the road ; but were thinly manned. The filence of 
thofe who are in a fituation to be much better and fooner in- 
formed, makes me give no credit to them. However expe- 
ditious they may be in fitting out the additional fhips, it is 
fcarcely po^ble to have given them the neceflary repairs in fo 
fliort a time 5 but, on £0 other hand, ia cafe they are ready^ 

U 4 there 
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there is certainly a number of Tailors fufficient for their com* 
plcment. Received April g. 

It is fuppofed, that Monfieur d'Eftaing will fail from 
Toulon the twelfth or fifteenth of April, with ten (hips of the 
line, and five frigates. Received April lo. 

Count d'Eftaing arrived at Toulon the 27th of March. He 
has added two (hips to his fquadron. Received April 13. 
. The Toulon fquadron will certainly fail by the twelfth or 
fifteenth of April. One hundred picked men from the re- 
gular troops, are to embark on board each vefleU Received 
April ig. 

They write from Marfeilles, that a fleet will fail from 
Toulon about the middle of April i and is to confift of ten 
fhips of the line, eight frigates, four chebecks, and one bark. 
It is neverthelefs confidently imagined, that, however expedi- 
tious they may be, they will npt be able to have their ihips 
ready before the latter end of A'pril, or the beginning of May* 
Received April 20. 

Since the arrival of Count d'Eflaing at Toulon, they have 
worked with redoubled activity to complete the equipment of 
his fquadron. Befides the regular troops embarking, they are 
to embark on board the fleet fome battering cannon, and fur« 
naces for heating balls ; and, in (hort, all the materials for a 
fiege. His miffion is impenetrable ; he is to fail the tenth or 
twelfth of April, at lateft. After the departure of this fleet, 
they go to work on the fecond fquadron ; to confift of five 
fhips of the line, three frigates, and four chebecks ; and it is 
ftill believed) that M. de Fabry is to command it. Received 
April 21. 

The Count d'Eftaing is inceflTantly employed at Toulon, 
in feeing and ordering every thing himfelf. Some pafiengers 
of diftin£lion, who are concealed, are to embark .with him* 
Received April 2'?. 

— That an embargo was laid at Marfeilles on all £hip& 
whatever ; that all failors from thence were fent to Toulon^ 
Received April 25. 

—That there were in the road of Toulon fix frigates and 
oine Slips of the line ; and they were to be joined by three 
ethers. Count d'Eftaing was arrived at Toulon, and was to 
hoift his flag on board the Languedoc. Received April 25^ 

— The whole fquadron of Count d'Eftaing is in Touloo 
load; and propofed to fail the eleventh. It has onboard 
five hundred of the regiment of Hainault, and five hundred 
ef the regiment de Foix ; which, added to the marines, may 
form an army of fix thoufand foot| for a defceot. Alfo ar- 
tillery 
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artillery for a flege; mortars, bombs, iron grates and ptncert 
for beating balls, cbefis of arms, money, &c. The mea 
have been paid three months in advance. Four paflengert 
of diftinfiion are to go on board, who are concealed, and 
not to be feen by any one. The fquadron confifts of twelve 
(hips of the line, and fix frigates ; and the departure is mucb 
prelTcd. Received April 27. 

M* d'Eftaing's fquadron failed the thirteenth of April, at 
four in the afternoon, with a fair wind, accompanied by 
fourteen large merchant (hips. Received April %y. 

— That M. d'Eftaing's fquadron was feen the fourteenth 
of April, near Toulon, fleering to the fouth wards. It was 
thought to be compofed of twelve (hips of the line, four 
frigates, and four chebecks. It is reported there were about 
two thoufand, or two thoufand four hundred troops on board, 
including marines. Received April 29. 

Sir Wtlliam Meredith obferved, that, amidfl all the dan* 
gers that threatened the very being of this country, in the 
very wreck of our commerce, and amidft the (hocks of pub« 
lie credit the minifters themfelves feemed carelefs, thought-^ 
lefs, and regardlefs of what is paft, prefent, and to come It 
does not, however, appear that they have been wanting 
in information ; they had early and complete intelligence of 
the preparations at Toulon. On the 3d of January laft 
they had notice of the equipment; on the 8th of February 
they had advice of the number of (hips that was to compow 
the fquadron ; and on the ^8th of the fame month, that the 
crews were all completed. They had early information of 
Monficur d'Eftaing's arrival, and of the day on which he 
Intended to fail j that he had 6000 troops, on board; and 
that he a£tually did fail upon the 13th. We are now pretty 
far advanced in the month of May, yet our fleet is flill at 
Spithead ; not a (hip is fent out, nor one ftep taken to guard 
us againft this formidable armament, wherever the attack 
may be deftined. Yet it was on the 20th of November 
when the Earl of Sandwich informed the public there were 
forty-two (hips of the line fit for fervice, of which he faid 
thirty*fivc might put to fea at an hour's warning, and the re« 
maining feven would be ready in a' fortnight. One needs 
not be a ftatefman to know, that on an apprchenfion of a fo» 
reign war, the (xrft dang to be done is to fend a fleet to the 
M^iterranean. To what other pUrpofes were Gibraltar 
and Minorca conquered ? And why have they been main- 
tained 
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tained at the expence of many millions ? Sir William faid, he 
earneftly wifhed the King's minifters might clear themfelves • 
from every poflible imputation. It is not only neceflary in this 
country that public opinion flipuld go along with government^ 
but that they fhould maintain their credit in the feveral courts 
of Europe. But if it be true, as the Firft Lord of the Admi- 
ralty aflerted, that we had fo great a fleet ready in Novem* 
ber, and which might by this time have had twenty more 
(hips of the line added to them, it is unaccountable that they 
Ihould be at this hour lying idle and ufelefs at Spithead* 

If a negative was to be put on the motion going to be 
made, he fincerely wiflied it might be on the fulleft proof 
and conviSion' that the minifters have done their duty> 
Without fuch proof and convi£lion, the numbers which may 
compofe a majority cannot, in the eyes of the world, clear 
them -of negleft and criminality. Sir William then moved 
the following refolutions : 

'* I ft, That it appears to this Houfe, that his Majefty's 
minifters did receive intelligence, at different times, in the 
months of January, February, March, and April laft, of 
the equipment of the fleet at Toulon, which failed under the 
command of the Count d'Eftaing on the 13th of April laft. 

*' ad^ That it does not appear to this Houfe, that any or-^ 
ders were fent until the 29th day of April for any fleet of 
obfervation to attend the motions of the faid Toulon fleet; 
and that no fleet did adually fail until the twentieth of the 
prefent month of May, when eleven fail of the line left St. 
Helen's. / ^ ■ 

*^ 3d, That whereas the navy of Great Britain was, in 
the month of Noven^ber laft, reprcfented by the King's mi- 
''nifters and fcrvants to confift of forty two fhips of the line 
in Europe, of which thirty-five were fuppofed to be ready 
-for immediate fervicc, and feven others were in fuch for- . 
wardnefs, that they might put to fea in a fortnight ; his Ma-» 
jefty's minifters were inattentive to the public welfare and 
fafety, in not having ftationed a fleet in the Mediterranean, 
as has been the practice in former times, and on fimilar occa^i- 
fions; by which negleS, the advantages to be derived from 
the expenfive fortrefles at Gibraltar and Port Mahon have 
been loft; and the. Toulon fleet has been left at liberty, for 
fix weeks paft, to proceed towards the attack of any of his 
Majefty's defencelefs dominions abroad, and to form a junc- 
tion with the fleets in any ports out of( the Mediterranean, 

. . • 9nd 
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and thereby colleft a force from which Great Britain and 
Ireland may be expofed to imminent danger." 

Sir George 3^^;;^^ feconded the motion. 

Mr. Adam faid, the confideration of the papers upon the 
table were fo materially connefted with the fituation of this 
country> and that fituation was fo critical as to merit more 
attention than the Houfe feemed inclined to beftow upon it. 
He then entered into a very difl:in<3 difcuffion of the cha- 
rafters of the prelent French minifters, to ihew, that if 
we had b'^n decided in our plan, or had a(^ed with vigour, 
we fhould have forced that court to have renounced its Anae- 
rican treaty, and to have fued for a continuation of peace." 
But that, unfortunately fof this country, our minifters feem- 
ed to be as ignorant of the chara(3ers of thofe they had to 
deal with, as they were of events ; for it was well known, 
that the pacific difpofition of the French King, the cautious 
temper of Monf de Maurepas, and the difficulty M. Nee* 
kar found in procuring money, feconded by the vigorous de- 
cifion of this country, vyould have overbalanced the intc- 
refted and ambitions views of the perfon at the head of their 
naval department. He mentioned three things that might 
have been done, any one of which would have raifed the 
glory of this country, and humbled the court of France* 
Firft, by a fpirited mefTage, accompanied with a powerful 
fleet, in December laft, to have ordered the French court 
to difmifs Franklin and Deane, which he had the beft reafon 
to believe, from his information, \yould have been acquief- 
ced in : or to have declared war, or a6led as if war had 
been declared, upon the recall of our ambaflador : or to 
have fent a fleet to (he Mediterranean, to oppofe the Toulon 
fquadron. The efficacy of this laft meaiure he was fo much 
convinced of, that he heartily agreed to the third motion of 
the honourable gentlemen [Sir William Meredith]. He 
proceeded to fay, that the fault muft either be owing to 
want of a decifive and vigorous plan, or to want of readi* 
nefs in our navy: that the firft might be the cafe, our pre- 
fent unneceflary and defperate fituation with refpe£t to Ame-^ 
rican affairs, gave us but too much reafon to fuppofe : if it 
was owing to the fecond, even then part of the blame be- 
longed to ihe firft minifter, who ought to control and in- 
fluence all fubordinate departments. He infinuated, that 
when timid and conciliatory meafures were to be entered into, 
that then the noble Load did exert thefe powers in their 
full extent 5 but, when vigour, adivity, and exertion, were 

necelTary 
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neceffary to animate and pu(h forward the flow and tedious 
operations of the various departments of government, he 
then difowned that he had any controlling power, or that 
he would ever think of encroaching upon the province of 
others. He here recommended Lord Chatham to his exam- 
ple ; and exhorted him, if he had any ambition, bv an ef- 
fort of exertion and adlivity, to retrieve his chara(^er, that 
he might receive hereafter the fame honourable teftimonies 
of approbation from a grateful people, that they were novr 
paying with fo much alacrity to the memory of that great 
and illuftrious flatefman. He then warned the noble Lord, 
that he would not now meet with the fame excufe and for- 
givenefs from this country, as he had met with in the Ame- 
jrican affairs ; that the whole nation were unanimous upon 
this fubjed ; that the fpirit of the nation was up, and it was 
the bufmefs of tb^^^inifter to purfue meaiures that fhould 
refent the injuries of France, and intimidate the other 
branch of the houfe of Bourbon from fuHiliing the fiimily 
compa£):. 

Mr. Ellis objeiled to the propriety of the motion, and 
laid, however true the faSs were, the inquiry was highly 
improper. He did not think the Houfe of Commons an ai-^ 
fembly calculated for the difcuffion of ftate af&irs \ it was 
the buftnefs of Parliament to raife fupplies, not to dejbate on 
the meafures of government. The one was the proper ob- 
jed of legiflative, the other of executive power. The fe- 
nate of Rome, inceed, difcuiTed all political queftions ; but 
that body was compofed of men of honour and difcretion, 
who could keep their own fecrets. A point of great moment 
was once agitated, when fix hundred fenators were prefent ; 
but not a word tranfpired of their deliberations, till the exe* 
cution of their councils had actually taken place ; whereas 
the debates of both Houfes of Parliament in England were 
Ture to be publiflied in every newfpaper. Mr. Ellis then 
moved the previous queftion. 

Mr. Townjbend followed Mr. Ellis, and ridiculed his no* 
tion of the fecrecy of this Houfe being greater in former 
times than now. He condemned his motion, and the doc- 
trine upon which it was founded, as calculated to cru(h all 
inquiry at all times, and as depriving the Houfe of one of 
its firft privileges. 

Mr. Byng faid, he had formerly blamed the minifters for 
having no information ; hfs had now to blame them for tak- 
ing no advantage of the good information they bad had* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Fox faid, he could not avoid giving his opinion upoa 
the prefent queilion, ill defended, or rather totally neg* 
]e£ted« as it had been by the minii^ers ; that he (hould tioiSk. 
htmfelf happy if any of the noble Lords, or any of tba 
honourable gentlemen upon the treafury bench, would inter* 
riipt him at that moment ; that finding they were not likeljr 
to afford him that fattsfadlion, and feeling himfelf in a fitu- 
ation, in which, according to his comprehenfion of the 
queflion, no member of Parliament had ever flood before* 
Feeling that he, as a member of this Houfe, bad, with 
many other perfons in it, been infuked by what the riglit 
honourable gentleman had faid* For what had his right 
honourable friend faid ? After papers had beeii delivered Ui 
this Houfe, and thefe papers takei^ into confideration, he had 
moved the previous queftipn ; and upon what grounds had he 
moved that queftion ? Becaufe this Houfe ought not to de- 
termine that the fa^ arifmg out of thofe papers were fit to 
determine upon ; that the conclufion drawn from thefe hQ% 
was not a fit conclufion for this Houfe to draw. His right 
honourable friend had mentioned a great afTembly who could 
deliberate with fecrecy, and he feemed to wi(h that this 
Houfe could be as fecret as the fenate of Rome. He would 
recommend to that gentleman's attention, what one of the 
greatefl ornaments of that fenate faid, who was indeed too 
iipt to praife himfelf at the expence of that afTembly : writ- 
ing one day to a friend of his, he fays, De cauja nun v/« 
recundi graviUr dixi. He then proceeded to anfwer all the 
arguments that had been offered for the previous queftion : 
that fo far from being an improper time to inquire,, he 
thought it was the favourable moment that thefe refoiutions 
(hould be entered into, and inquiry made ; that all the ar<- 
guments of the right honourable gentleman were calculated 
for refuting the information that had been already given ; 
they ibould have been made when the papers were moved 
for, not when they were to be taken into confideration ; that 
the privilege of this Houfe was certainly to inquire into, and 
to cenfure the condud of thofe who were entrufled vk^ith the 
executive power, l^he right honourable member had faid, 
that the matter before us was a fit fubject of deliberation for 
his Majefly's council, not for the Houfe of Commons. He 
furely could not mean that the cabinet council was the fit 
place to cenfure want of wifdom in his Majefty's councils. 
Nor could it be fuppofed that the fame council that had 
wanted wifdom in fo many inflances^ was likely to be correGt 

in 
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infutur^. He obferved that the right honourabk gentleman's 
argument was fo broad, that it was calculated to ikreen every 
mtnifter that had ever exifted ; and, if founded in reafon, 
CMight to put an end to ail inquiry upon the condu6fc of thofe 
who directed afFairs. . But broad as that argument was, it 
was not calculated to fkreen the prcfent minifters. 

He faid, an honourable friend of his [Mr. Adam] had 
early in the debate mentioned the minifter's ignorance of the 
charader of the ^ French court. He indeed believed they 
were completely ignorant of that court, for they had takeo 
no ftep that common fenfe would have di&ated. 

He faid, the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis J 
had expreffed a .very indecent opinion in very decent, words 5 
for nothing would be fo injurious to the honour of Parliament, 
nothing fo great an imputation on their credits and under- 
ftandings, nothing ifo abhorrent from the ends and principles 
of their inftitution, as to fuppofe Parliament incapable of 
deliberating, judging, and debating on thofe affairs of ftate, 
which they were immediately fummoned to vote and deter- 
mine tipon. To fpeak with freedom, and with the fulleft . 
extent that reafon dicS^ated, and information gave, was the 
eflence of parliamentary fuiidions ; but it became them 
more particularly at a time when there was either fuch egre- 
gious folly, or fuch heinous treachery, in the King's mini- 
rters, that, though that Houfe had given fuch enormous firp* 
plies, for the defence of Great Britain and the honour of 
the crown, yet had no one meafure been taken to guard 
againft the greateft danger that ever threatened this country. 
Whilft France was fending out vaft fleets to attack all our re- 
maining pofleffions ; whilft flie was arming great bodies cf 
troops, and marching up to the fea coafts, probably with aii 
intent to invade England or Ireland, the government was 
fupine, torpid, fenfelefs, and inadive. It was the care, the 
vigilance, the vigour of Parliament only, that could now re- 
deem this country. 

Lord North faid, he fhould be happy to have his conduft 
inquired into when the proper time was come, but he did 
jjot conceive the prefent time to be fit for that purpofe. 
That he could not anfwer for the ability of his advice; nor 
that he would prove fuccefsful ; but he was fure that what 
he did advife, he advifed honeftly. He feemed to thipk the 
channel fervicc neceflary to be taken care of, though he dreaded 
an invafiort as little as any body ; nor did he think any fuch 
thing very likely to happen. He did not know but a houfe 

or 
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or a village might be burnt ; but he was fare conqueft couUL 
never be the confequence of fuch a defcent. That freemen 
would always be able to repel every fuch attempt. That 
with refpedl to the dependencies of this country, they were 

'fo fcattered that it was impoilible to defend them all from 
attack; but he trufted fomething might be done to proteA 
them. That he had every reafon to believe the French fleet 
was very ill manned, and ill provided of every thing, ^nd that 
they were gone back to Toulon. 

He then entered into a comparative view of the French and 
Spanifli fleets with that of England, and Teemed to think it 
was not at all wonderful, if the other two nations had a larger 
united fleet than this country ; for if a country did apply a 
great part of its .revenue to building of fliips, no doubt it 
could build (hips ; but be was inclined to think the Britifli 
feamen were much fuperior, and that we (hould beat them^ 
though we had fewer (hips of the line. 

His^Lordfhip then entered into the difcuflion of continental 
connexions. Firft of all, he vindicated himfelf from having 
any fhare in giving them up. As for their utility, it was very 
difficult, from what he faid, to underfiand whether he thought 
them ufeful or not. Firft of all, he faid, they coft Great Britain 
a vaft deal, and the return they made was not adequate to the 
expence. Great Britain was ftrpng enough without them : 
they did not add to her ftrength. He then feemed to think 
that the battles won by our allies were battles won to Great 
Britain, and that fhe therefore might be advantaged by them. 
And after difcuifing the matter for (bme time, the Houfe was 
left in a ftate of obfcurity whether he was for or againft thofe 
connexions. He faid, the declarations of Spain were perfectly 
peaceable, and thought it could not furely be good policy to 
a(St in a hoftile manner againft a country that had not done 
any thing to offend us ; that fuch a condu£^ was the fure and 
only wa« to eftablifli the family compad^. He then faid, an 
honourable gentleman [Mr. Adam] had accufed him early in * 
the debate for not caking upon him the controlling power of 

' firft minifter, and guiding all the inferior departments ; and 
had infinuated, that on fome occaftons he was not averfe to 
aflfume that power. In anfwer to that charge, his Lordfhip 
had to fay, that he knew no fuch perfon as prime minifter ; 
that he was Firft Lord of the Treafury, and would be anfwer^ 
able for every thing that came within his office, but further 
he did not go; that he trufted he never would be fo pre* 
fumptuous as to think himfelf capable of directing the depart* 
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mpats of others ; that whatever name he might receive, he did 
not think this conftitution authorifed fuch a charader, and that 
he ftood refpunfible as one of his Majefty's cabinet council^ 
iMJt not as that animal called a fir ft minifter. He faid, when 
Minorca was loft, there was no inquiry nor cenfure paft till 
the bufinefs was all over. His Lordfliip feconded the previous 
C|ueftion» 

Mr. fjrenvtlU replied to Lord North. He faid, that, al- 
though be had retired into the country, and wi(hed to have 
enjoyed the comforts and tranquillity of domeftic happinets 
without interruption ; yet the importance of the <}ueftion^ 
and the alarming ftate of our affairs, had impelled him to^ rec- 
tum to his duty in Parliament, and to give his vote on the 
prefent queftion. He deilred the Houfe to remember, that 
he had given notice of the French treaty with America. He 
defired it to be remembered, that the minifter denied what 
proved to be true. He called to the memory of the public, 
how notorious the preparations at Toulon were ; that it now 
appears the.minifters knew every ftep that our enemies were 
taking ; and alked, how they could anfwer to their King, 
th^ir country, and their God, for all the mifchiefs which their 
delay and inattention might probably bring on this devoted 
nation ? 

The Houfe divided ; for the previous queftion, 117; againft 
it,9r. 

Sir IViiliam Meredith then moved his fecond refolution ; but 
Lord North, after a ftiort fpeech, moved an adjournment. 

A/ter the fecond motion was read, and Lord North had 
moved the adjournment, a member delired to know, why 
the mode of proceeding was altered from the previous queK> 
tion to a motion of an adjournment ? To which Lord North 
gave no anfwer ; but Sir William Meredith replied that there 
was a very obvious motive for preferring the motion of ad* 
journment ; becaufe the Houfe would then break up'without 
having the third motion ftated, which contained a charge of 
negleS and inattention, and which the minifter himfelf now 
a£nitted to be true : for it amounts to the admiffion of a fiid, 
when the perfon charged not only avoids an inquiry but flics 
even fron> difcuilion. Perhaps indeed it might not have been 
agreeable to the noble Lord to have feen a motion of perfonal 
cenfure fupported by fo great and fo very refpefiablc a mi- 
nority as had juft now voted againft the previous queftion ( 
and the more fo as people without doors will be apt to compare 
Ac te^Aive iltuations of the majority with that minority \ 

that 
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that the one i$ compofed of independent men, the others, 
almoft to a man, enjoy the emoluments of government. But 
there was one thin^, Sir William faid, he could not help 
taking notice of, which was, that his Lordfhip had attempted 
to juftify his condu£l by the example of the miniftry in 1756. 
Whereas nothing could be more diifimilar, neither could any 
thing be more unfair or more indecent in any man than to rake 
the a(hes of the dead for a covering to his own (hame. In 1756, 
the French, with a force fitted out at Toulon, attacked and 
took Minorca. The miniftry at that time were very highly, 
and perhaps defervedly, blamed for not having a fleet in che 
Mediterranean, which the policy of this country requires to 
be always ready there on the moft diftant apprehenfions of a 
war« But did the minifters then lie fleeping on their pofts as 
the prefent miniftry are now doing ? No, it was on the 27th 
of March when they received intelligence of the preparations 
at Toulon ; and fuch was the diligence and difpatch of Lord 
Anfon, the firft Lord of the admiralty, that a fleet was got 
ready in a fortnight: it actually failed on the 12th of April 
under Admiral Byng ; and had that fleet been fuccefsful^ there 
would have been no failure in point of time or preparation. 
But it is a miftake to aflTert, that parliament did not go as 
early as poftible into the difcuflion of that buflnefs. It was 
indeed too late to enter into a formal inquiry that feflion ; but 
the minifters were immediately and inceflantly arraigned both 
within and without doors for not being armed fooner. The 
very firft day of the next feiEon the inquiry was moved ; 
but the mininers then did not (brink from it as thefe do now^ 
on the contrary^ when the motion was made on this fide the 
Houfe, a noble Marquis [Lord Granby] whofe memory will 
ever be dear to bis friends and to his country, inftantly arofe» 
as a friend to the adminiftration, to fecond it ; and fo far from 
fhifting with previous queftions, or a flill more difgraceful 
motion of adjournment, the ftrife was, who ihould promote 
the inquiry moft* Let me then a(k wherein does the Condu(5l 
of that adminiftration refemble this ? I mentioned already 
that the intelligence came on the twenty*feventh of March, 
and, though unprepared at that timq, the fleet failed on the 
twelfth of April. Oq the third of January laft intelligence 
came of the preparations at Toulon. On the twentieth of 
November preceding that, the Earl of Sandwich informed 
the public that the fleet lay ready for failing. It is now t(ie 
middle of May, and not a (hip has failed from Spithead. On 
what enterprife Monf. D'Eftaing is gone, neither the mini* 
Vol. VIII. X ftcrs 
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fters nor we know, but we may be aflured that he is not gooe 
upon an idle errand ; whether he is ordered to the Delaware 
to attack the remains; of our inefficient army there, or ta take 
Halifax, or to attack Jamaica or feme other of our Weft 
India ifland?, time will lliew : but fure it is, that whatever 
increafe of ruin it may bring on the commercial intereft of this 
country, whatever difgraces and whatever lofles may happen 
from the opeiation of the Toulon fquadron, are" all to be at- 
tributed to thofe minifters who might have prevented our mif- 
fortunes^ if they had made a proper ufe of thofe ample fup- 
plies which we have granted, but which have lain to every 
national purpofe ufeiefs in their hands. From their tempers 
and from their habits much may be attributed to inattention 
and to careleflnefs. It is indeed ignominious, it is hateful for 
men in public ftations even lofeem regardlefs of public fafety 
in the hour of diftrefs and danger; but in the prefcnt (ituation 
of affairs there is fomething more than can be fct down to the 
account of folly only; and if the king's minifters (brink as 
thevdo now from all inveftigation of their conduft, unjuftifi- 
able as negleSi is, they will incur a fufpicion of fomething ftill 
more criminal. 

May 26. . 

Mr. Vyner moved, that this Houfe will now refolve itfelf 
into a committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of the ftate 
and* condition of the army which furrendered themfelyes pri- 
foners, on convention, at Saratoga in America ; and alfo by 
what means Lieutenant General Burgoyne, who commanded 
that army and was included in that convention, was releafed, 
and is now returned to England. 

Mr. fVilkes. I rife to fecond the motion of the honourable 
gentleman ; but I confefs that I am not a little embarrafled as 
to the mode of our proceedings on this Angular buflnefs. I 
entirely approve the motion as far as it goes, and will give it 
a firm fupport. At the fame time I declare that I think it too 
narrow, and that it ought to be amended by fome general 
words, which would comprehend all the tranfaftions of the 
northern army in America during the laft campaign, prior to 
the affair of Saratoga. 1 believe that I am not at liberty both 
to fecond the motion and to propofe an amendment. I fub- 
mit to you, Sir, the point of order. I rejoice that the ho- 
nourable member is now among us, for I hope to obtain from 
him that information, which minifters have denied to this 
Houfe. 1 think that information ou^ht to include every 
tranfadion of moment from the General's leaving Europe to 

his 
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his embarking from America. Truth will, I am perfuaded, 
at length reach the public ear. I do not, however, Sir, in 
this fair and full hiftorical detail mean to include a relation of 
the military operations of the laft campaign. The Houfc 
may not be competent to a decifion on thofe fubjeds. But, 
Sir, I would go much farther than the honourable gentleman 
who made you the motion. I would clofely purfue the fteps 
of thofe who with unhallowed feet invaded America. A 
nice fenfe of national honour calls upon us to inquire into 
the caufes of the lofs of an entire Briiifli army by a difgrace- 
fill capitulation, into the particulars of the treaty with the 
lavages, their conduct during the campaign, the imputed 
cruelties, and particularly the fetting fire to villages and 
houfes of the country people, without any apparent neceffity 
- from military motives. Thefe important confiderations, 
with many others, are not comprehended In the motion of 
the honourable gentleman. 

Sir, I defire it may be underftood that I do not rife to 
bring a charge againft the commander in chief; but, as a 
public man, to afk that information which can beft be had 
from an intelligent officer of high rank, juft returned from 
the great fcene of a£tion. I am fure he will moft willingly 
give it to the Houfe. Every gazette of Europe and America 
has publiihed the difgrace of our arms at Saratoga, the igno* 
minious terms of the convention, the charges of frequent 
murders and maflacres of the defencelefs inhabitants, and the 
wanton devaftation and burning of the country by the Britifh 
troops. I am entitled to the General's thanks for affifting in 
giving him this Iong-wi(hed opportunity of clearing up many, 
particulars, confefiedly perplexed and mtricate, of jullifying . 
himfelf and others, under the charges which have been ex- 
hibited, at the bar of the public, by half the printed papers of 
almoft the laft twelvemonths. Hi$ delicatd feelings will 
always refpe£l the opinion of his country, and he will liften 
with attention to the voice of the people, pofleffing an un- 
doubted right to fcrutinize his condu(5(, as well as that of 
every man in their fervice, and the military fcrvants of the 
crown mentioned in the proclamation. I mould rejoice that 
the unhappy impreffion made on the minds of men by that . 
proclamation iflued by the General laft June, from the camp 
at Putnam Creek, was done away. It bears his name, and 
h, I believe, avowed. The candid part of the world will be 
anxious to have the fame clear evidence of his Wife condud): 
and humanity in North America, which he often gave there of 
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an a<3ive fpirit and great pcrfonal bravery. It would ill be- 
come me, Sir, on this momentous occafion, to take up more 
of your time. The impatience of the Houfe is highly raifed 
and juftly excited by objedls of infinite confc^uence^ and can- 
not fail of being completely gratified. 

Hon. Mr. Fox propofed an amendment^ by inferting, after 
** confider/' the words, " of the tranfaftions of the northern 

army under Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and of " 

The motion for the amendment was feconded by T. Powvf, 
Efq. 

General Burgoyne* Not imagining there would be any 
motion by the honourable gentleman who fpoke firfl; [Mr. 
Vynerl, but that merely a defire of information would be 
exprefled upon certain fubje£ls, I had myfelf prepared a mo* 
tion for an addrefs to the fcing, to have fujch papers laid be- 
fore the Houfe, as are now in pofleiSon of the fccretary of 
ftate, and contain an account in detail, much too long for me 
to give in my place, of every circumftance expreiTed in the 
queftions of the honourable gentleman* Thofe papers are of 
the utmoft importance to the ftate^ to Parliament, and to the 
public. 

The turn the bufmefs has tajcen . precludes mc at prefeot 
from my intended motion ; but I rife to give my warmeft 
iupport to the amendment propofed; aod as reafons for tho 
expediency of inftituting a full inquiry, to which the amend- 
ment points, I (hall endeavour, as far as I can do it without 
breach of order in debate, to give to both tbje gentlenoen [Mr. 
Vyner and Mr. Wilkes] fatisfa£tiou upon the pacticular fub- 
je6ls of their inquiries. 

I agree with, the honourable gentleman who feconded the 
motion, that all the CQndu£l refpe£iing the Indian nations is 
a matter that oughjn to be. thoroughly canvaffedj and I look 
upon his calling .upon me Openly, and in my place, as fome 
reparation for the.v^ry free, and not very generous, comments 
he m^de upojn my cpndu<£l. in my abfence. 

Sir,^ I ever efteemed the Indian alliances at heft a neceflary* 
evil. I eyer believed their fervices to be over-valued ; fome- 
times iniignificant, often barbarous, always capricious; and 
that the employment of them was only juftifiabie when, by 
being united to a.reguUr army, they could be kept under con* 
trol, and made fubfervij^nt to a general fyfiem. 

Upon this principle I heartily concurred with that gallant 
and humane general, Sir Guy Carleton,, in the year 1776, ta 
decline ^ offers and fglicitations of thb Indians to be then. 

employed 
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employed feparately: the impoiSbility of completing the pre- 
parations for paffing the regular troops over the lakes, made it 
impoffible to employ them conjunSively. 
, In that year, Sir, it was my lot, by delegation from Sir 
Guy Carleton, who was then at Quebec, to prcfide at one of 
the greateft councils with the Indians that had been held at 
Montreal, Many gentlemen here know, that the ceremony 
preceding the taking up the hatchet, i?, to offer to the repre- 
fentative of the power they mean to ferve the pipe of war. It 
was prcffed upon me by the chiefs prefent ; and it was in my 
power, by a fmgle whif of tobacco, to have given flame and 
explofion to a dozen nations. I never felt greater fatisfadlion 
than in being able to fulfil the inftruf^ions I was charged with, 
for reffaraining the impetuous paflions of thefe people : it was 
a fecondary fatisfadion, at my return to England in the winter, 
to juflify the ^ondu6t of Sir Guy Carleton in this refpeS^ 
though the juftification was very unpopular, among thofe-*- 
I mean not to particularize minifters, or minifters of mini- 
fters— but among thofe men who, in their zeal againft the 
colonifts, had adopted the reafoning, that ** partial feverity 
was general mercy," provided by carrying terrors it conduced 
to iiniihing the war. How juft foever this principle may be, 
my mind is not of a texture for carrying it into efFeft ; and I 
returned to Canada the following fpr'ing, when I fucceeded t6 
the command, determined to be the foldier, not the execu<^ 
tioner, of the ftatc. 

I found care had been already taken by General Carleton^ 
upon the fame principles of humanity which always direct 
his conduct, to officer the Indians with gentlemen feleded 
from the BritiOi troops, upon a diftin£tion of their temper 
and judgment, as well as upon that of thehr valour j and in 
much greater number than ever. was deftined to that fervice 
before. To thefe precautions I added that of a favourite prieft| 
who had more control over the paffionsof the Indians than all 
thelf chiefs put together; and I truft the expence put upori 
government to engage that gentleman's aAftance through the 
courfe of the campaign, will not be eftecmed an improper 
article in my accounts. 

Sir, with thefe affiftances I was able to enforce obediencd 
to the injunctions of my (peech at the great council, upon 
aflembling the army, which has been made puUic. Barbarity 
was prevented, fo much fo, that in one inftance two wounded 
provincial officers were brought off in the midft of fire upon 
the backs, of Indians $ and a captain and htf whc^e detachment, 

X 3 placed 
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placed in ambufcade, were brought prifoners to my camp by 
Indians, without a man hurt, though it was evident they were 
placed for the fpecial purpofe of deftroying me .upon a recon- 
noitering party, and I was at that time very popular with the 
Indians. 

I could produce many more inftances to (hew that every 
poffible exertion of humanity was ufed ; and that, the cafe 
of Mifs Mecre^ excepted, which was accident, not premedi- 
tated cruelty, the flories upon which the honourable gentle- 
man- founded his accufation of me, were merely thofe fa- 
bricated by committees, and propagated in newfpapers, for 
temporary purpofes. The proclamation which the honour- 
able gentleman, in my abfence, treated with fo har(h terms» 
I avow was penned by myfelf. The defign was to excite 
obedience, iirft by encouragement, and next by the dread, 
not the commifEon, of feverity ;— ** to fpeak daggers, but 
ufe none." And fo far were the Americans, in their hearts, 
from putting upon that proclamation the interpretation that 
gentleman has done, that it ferved to procure me refpcSt and 
acknowledgment wherever I afterwards travelled through the 
country. 

' Sir, a gentleman has been in London great part of the 
winter, who I wiQi had been called to your ban — It is for the 
fake of truth only I wi(h it; for he is certainly not my friend. 
His name is St. Luc le Corne, a diflingui(hed partifap of t|ie 
French in the laft war, and now in the Britifh fervjce as a 
leader of the Indians, — He owes us indeed fome fervice, 
having been formerly inftrumental in fcalping many hundred 
Briti(h foldiers upon the very ground where, though with a 
different fort of latitude, he was this year employed. He is 
by nature, education, atid pradice, artful, ambitious, and a 
courtier. To the grudge he owed me for controlling him 
in the ufe of the hatchet and fcalping-knife, it was natural to 
his chara(S):er to recommend himfelf to minifterial favour, by 
any cenfure in his power to caft upon an unfafhionable gene- 
ral. He was often, clofeted by a noble Lord in my eye, 
[Lord G. Germaine,] and) with all thefe difadvantages, as be 
has not been examined here, I wiQi the noble Lord to inform 
the Houfe what this man has prefumed to fay of my cotidu(S 
with the Indians. I >know, in private companies, his lan- 
guage has been^. that the Indians might have done great fer- 
vices^ but they were difcharged. Sir, if to reftrain them 
from murder was to difcbarge them, I take with pride the 
blame.-^They were difcharged. That circumftance apar(, 

Ifliould 
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I fhould fay that the Indians, and Mr. St. Luc at the head of 
them, defertcd. 

[*Sir, in regard to the call made upon me by the fame 
honourable gentleman, for explanation refpedtihg the.' burning 
of the country during the pr9grcfs of the army under niy 
command^ I am ignorant of arty fuch circumftance; I do 
not recolIeQ more than one accident by fire j I pofitively 
aflert there was no fire by order or countenance* of myfel^ 
or any other officer, except at Saratoga. That dhftridl is the 
property of Major General Scuyler of the American troops ; 
there were large barracks built by him, which took fire the 
day a^ter the army arrived upon the ground in their retreat; 
and I believe I need not ftate any other proof of that matter 
being merely accident, than that the barracks were then 
made ufe of as my hofpital, and full of fick and wounded 
foldiers. General Scuyler had likewife a very good dwelling- 
houfe, exceeding large ftore-houfes, gr«at faw-mills, and 
other out-buildings, to the value altogether perhaps of ten 
thoufand poinds. A few days before the negotiation wjth 
General Gates, the enemy had formed a plan to attack me ; 
a large column of troops were approaching to pafs the fmall 
river, preparatory to a general a(f^ion, and were entirely co- 
vered from the nre of my artillery by thofe buildings. Sir, 
I avow that I gave the order to fet them on fire ; and in a 
very fliort time that whole property I have defcribed was con- 
fumed. But, to fliew that the perfon moft deeply concerned 
in that calamity did not put the conftrudion upon it which 
It has pleafed the honourable gentleman to do, I *muft infortn 
the Houfe, that one of the firft perfons I faw, after the con- 
vention was figned, was General Scuyler. I cxprefled to 
him my regret at the event which had happened, and the rea- 
fons which had occafioned it. He defired me to think no 
more of it: faid, that the occasion juftified it, according td 
the principles and rules of war, and he fhould have done 
the fame upon the fame occafion, or words tp that efFe6^, 
He did more— ^He fent an aid-de-camp to conduft me to Al- 
bany, in order, as he expreffed, to procure me better quarters 

' " ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ' "" ' ' ■> ' ■■ ■ ' ~. - ... ^ . '* ■ '' . 

♦ This part of the fpeech, included between crotchets, wa^ 
omitted at the time of the preceding and following parts, and 
delivered feparately upon a fecond call of Mr. Wilkes ; but is 
here infe;rted in its proper place, as better conncding the 
whole matter fpoke to by General. Burgoyne. 

X 4 th4u 
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than a ftranger might be able to find. This gentleman con* 
du<9ed me to a very elegant houfe, and, to my great furprifc> 
prefent^d me to Mrs. Scuyler and her family; and in this 
General's houfe 1 remained during my whole ftay at Albany, 
with a table of more than twenty covers for me and my 
friends, and every other poffible demonftration of hofpitality : 
a fituation, painful it is true in point of fenfibility at die time, 
but which 1 now contemplate with fome fatisfadion, as car- 
rying undeniable teftimony how little I defer ved the charges 
of the honourable gentleman ; and I leave it to his feelings, 
whether, rfter this explanation, fome farther apology is not 
due to me.] 

In regard to the firil and mod material queftion afked me 
by the honourable gentleman who propofcd the motion, 
viz. In what fituation is the army at Cambridge ? It is 
with fome furprife I find that any part of this country is ig-» 
tiorant of the extraordinary circumftances that have attended 
it, as I conceive government muft have received intelligence 
of them fome time ago. In regard to the report made by 
myfelf, I acquit the King's minifters of any blame in not yet 
having made it public, becaufe it was fo voluminous that the 
papers could not be digefted and copied,, with the conftant la-* 
bour of three clerks, before laft Saturday, when they were 
put into the hands of the noble Lord, fecretary of ftate for 
the American department. But I truil: that noble Lord will 
now lofe no time to make public matters of fuch importance. 
Let them undergo the fcrutiny of the committee, as pro- 
pofed by the amended motion, and let the world judge, upon 
their report, whether the fpirit of the troops and the honQur 
of the nation have been fuftained and vindicated during 
thofe tranfa6Hons. In confidence that thefe papers cannot 
poffibly be withheld, I ref(?r the honourable gentleman to 
them for a full delineation and explanation of the ftate of 
things at Cambridge, and will reft my prefent information 
upon a few material fa£l:s. The troops have under&;one 
hardfhipa and trials of patience as fevere^ though of a diffe-' 
rent nature, as any they experienced in the^ conflicts of the 
campaign. They have acquitted tbemfelves with equal re- 
folution, temper, and honour. They are at prefent detained 
by a refolve of the Congrefs, expreiSng tbs^t there are caufes 
of fufpicion that the convention was defigned to be broke on 
our part, and therefore they are juftifiable, widiout breach of 
public faith, tofufpend the embarkation of the troops till 
^e convention is ratified by the court of Gre^t Britaiiu 

la 
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In cpmtnon Vfiih various pretences which involved other 
names in hi^h departments to jutHfy this meafare, the Congrefe 
grounded many fuppofitions, that I knew to be unjuft, upon 
my condud.. 1 thought it a duty to the ftate, to the army^ 
and to myfelf, to refute thofe fuppofitions, and ftill, if poffi« 
ble, to give immediate effeft to the convention. It will reft 
upon the Houfe to judge, when they fte the papers, whether 
I made good that refutaiion. And that brings me to ano- 
ther queftion aiked by the honourable gentleman : " Bv 
what meanS) and upon what condition, I am in perfon here ? * 
Sir, I charged my aid-de-camp, whocairied my difpatch to 
thp Congrefs in anfwer to their vote of fufpenfion, which 
the prefident had officially fent mc, with a fecond letter, t9 
be delivered in cafe the fufpenfion, after confideration had of 
my firft letter, was continued. The purport of this letter 
was to a(k paflports for my perfonal return for the re-e(la» 
blifhmeht of my health (which was then much affe£ted}^ 
for the purpofe of fettling l^rge and complicated accounts, 
and other reafons ; and I oflfered to give a parole that, (houkl 
the fufpenfion of embarkation be prolonged beyond the time 
apprehended, I would retura to America upon demand of the 
Congrefs, and due notice given, re-deliver my perfon intQ 
their hands, and abide the fate of the reft of the army wit^ 
whom 1 had ferved. Sir, I had many reafons, not necefTary 
nor proper to be alleged to the CoDgrefs, founded upon a 
nearer intereft than health or any private expediency, to 
make me deftrous to return home : to lay before govern^ 
ment important truths, not to be communicated by other 
means, and to fupply, as far as in me lay, by an aiIiduou9 
9iid honeft exertion in this Ho.ufe, the misfortune that bad 
difenabled me from performing my duty in the field. I ac« 
companied my letter to the Congrefs by one to General 
Walhington, wherein, upon an opinion of his cbarader, J 
afked him for bis fupport to an application that could noc 
interfere with the public duties of our refpeftive fituations, 
J (hall beg leave to read his anfwer as part of my fpeech ; 
^nd I do it, Sir, not only left in thefe times of doubt and 
afperfion, 1 fhould incur cenfure for holding private cor- 
refpondence with an enemy, but likewife becaufe I think 
this letter, thpugh from an enemy, does honour to the hu« 
mm heart. [Here the General reiid the following letter.] 
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Copy of a Letter from General Wafliington to Luutenant-Gine^ 
rtf/Burgoyne. 

Head'^arters^ Penfylvania, March iithj lyyS. 
" Sir, 

" I WAS, only two days fince, honoured with your very 
obliging letter of the i ith of February. 

" Your indulgent opinion of my charail^r, and the po- 
lite terms in which your are pleafed to exprefs it, are pecu- 
liarly flattering ; and I take pleafiire in the opportunity you 
have afforded me of afluring yoy, that, far from fuffering 
the views of national oppofition to be imbittered and debafed 
by perfonal animofity, I am ever ready to do juftice to the 
merit of the gentleman and the foldier 5 and to efteem, where 
efteem is due, however the idea of a public enemy may la- 
terpofe. You will not think it the language ;of unmeaning 
ceremony, if I add, that feijtiments of perfonal refpefl, in 
the prefent inftance, are reciprocal. 

" Viewing you in the light of ^ri officer contending 
againft what I conceive to be the rights of my country, the 
reverfe of fortune you experienced in the field cannot be 
linacceptablc to me; bur, abftrafted from confiderations of 
national advantage, I can fincerely fympathize with your 
feelings, as a foldier, the unavoidable difficulties of whoTe 
fituation forbid his fuccefs; and as a man, >Vhofe lot t:om- 
bines the calamity of ill health, the anxieties of captivity, 
and the painful fenfibility for a reputation, etpofed, where' 
he moft values it, to the aflaults of malice and detradion. 

** As your aid-de-camp went direflly on to Congrefs, the 
btifinefs of your letter to me had been decided before it came 
to hand. I am happy that their cheerful acquiefcence with 
your requeft, prevented the neceffity of my intiervention. 
And, wilhing you a fafe and agreeable pafTage, with a per- 
k& reftoration of your health, 

I have the honour to be, 
* Very refpeftfuUy, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON/' 

Sir, the Congrefs readily confented to my application ; 
and by this candid treatment of my enemies, I am here to 
vindicate my condu£i againft the falfe and barbarous inter- 
pretations 
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pretations that have arifen, and have been fufFered to prevail, 
by thofe who could have contradi(ded them, at home. 

The honourable gentleman wi(hes to know what is the 
difference of numbers of the army between the time of fign- 
ihg the convention and the prefent time ; and I find the idea 
of j5Teat defertion very much prevails. That fome have da- 
fertcd, in the worft fenfe of the word, is triil. They arc 
few, the fcum of the regiments, and no lofs of real (Irength. 
The greater part who have abfconded, have had no inten- 
tion to abandon the fervice, and if an epithet of honour 
could at any time be applied to a fault, theirs might be called 
an honourable defertion *. Some of thefe men left letters or 
.fent meifages to their , officers, informing thtrm that in their 
prefent want of neceflaries and comforts, and their inability to 
ferve in arms, they had taken to trades and day labour in the 
country, but that they held themfelves under an obligation, 
from which they would never depart, to return to their regi- 
ments whenever the time of embarkation was afcertained : 
others, upon a high, though miftaken, fuggelHon of fpiriti 
made efforts to effeduate a pailage through the woods, to 
join the armies under Sir William Howe or Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, and it is believed that fome of them fucceeded. The 
whole of the abfentees may amount to between five and fix 
hundred men. 

Sir, I have thus far endeavoured to give the honourable 
gentlemen (atisfadlion in the matters that feem moft imme- 
diately to engage their attention, and that 1 could confiftently 
with order adduce in argument to fupport my vote for a more 
general inquiry. 

^ General Burgoyne took occafion in two fubfequent de- 
bates to explain his meaning in this phrafe, which he found had 
been mifunderflood both within and without the Houfe. He 
meant to apply the word honourable only to the common fol- 
dier's conception, who, unufed to confider and difcriminate 
pundlilioufly the obligations of conventions with an enemy, 
a6ted only upon the principles of zeal to ferve his king, and 
again to be a£lively employed in arms : that therefore their 
conduft was honourably intended, though mifconceived. That, 
fo far from juftifying that conception himfelf, he was perfuaded 
that to retain fuch deferters when demanded, or indeed difco- 
vered, would be an infringement of the convention; and he 
was perfuaded Sir William Howe or Sir Henry Clinton would, 
upon fuch demand or difcovery, return them. 

I (hall 
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I (hall now proceed (as yet ftronger reafons for agreeing 
with the amendment) to take notice of what has hitherto 
p^fled in the Houfe, and upon very imperfe£t information^ 
re(pe£ling other parts of the late campaign. 

But, Sir, accuftomed as I have been to be indulged by the 
Koufe upon every occafion, and confident, as I ought to be, 
upon one ifhere their indulgence is juftice, I find caufe in 
iny own mind, in entering upon fo complicated a.fubjet^ to 
implore anew the fulleft fcope to their patience and candour, 
for a man, whofe faculties, far ^00 weak for fuch (hocks, are 
almoft unhinged by a fucccHion of difficulties abroad, that fall 
to the lot of few, and whofe difappointments and anxieties 
bave been confummated by the unexpeded reception he has 
met at home. 

And this addrefs. Sir, is the more neceflary, becaufe I ftand 
here unconne&ed and unaffifted. I am ignorant who would 
have fupported my own motion, had I made it, though con* 
Adept, from a prepo(reffion of its propriety, it would have 
found affiftance fomewhere. Neither courting nor fearing 
power, neither courting nor fearing party, I (bnd here upon 
|he fole bafis of truth and honour, and Ottly a(k fupport in 
proportion to the juftice of my caufe. 

During oiy abfence an inquiry was inftituted, in which my 
name was very much involved. In the (hort fpace of time 
£nce my return, and in the agitated ftate of mind I have 
mentioned, it has been impoffible for me to obtaun, from the 
mere converfution and recolledHon of friends, all that pafled 
upon that occafion ; but I have collefted enough to know 
that I have been treated with great attention in general ; and 
it is among my firft duties to return to every quarter of the 
Huule my very fincere and grateful acknowledgments. I alfo 
know, that with all that attention and favour, much Implied 
cenfure muft i^ve fallen upon me, from the nature of the pro- 
ceedings, and more efpecially from the pofition, which I can* 
not admit to be a true one, but which I underftand has been 
much infifted upon, *' That where there is mifcarriage there 
muft be blame i and confcquently, that the acquittal of one 
man infers the condemnation of another." 

Sir, the papers which have been laid before the Houfe are in 
fome refpeds deficient, and in others fuperfluous. The firft fu- 
perfluity to which I allude, is a private letter from me to the no* 
ble Lord, acquainting him with oiy intention of going to Bath; 
of my audience with the King ; of my folicitation to his Ma^ 
jefty for a^ive employment the next campaign i expreifing my 

hopes 
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hopes; of his Ldrdfhip's patronage in that purfuit, and con-' 
eluding wiih fuch acknowledgments and profeffions as were' 
^attiral to flow from a warm and unfufpicious heart imprefled' 
with a fenfe of another's favour. 

Not conceiving. for what poifible public purpofe this letted 
was produced, I can only attend to the effedls it has had to' 
prejudice me perfonally. Sufpicions have been excited, that 
at the time I wrote that letter I was courting command, and- 
by adulatory means, in preference and in prejudice to Sir 
Guy Carleton, under whom I had had the honour to ferire, a' 
confidential fecond, in the preceding campaign. Every per«* 
fon in government might have pronounced my acquittal of 
fo bafe a proceeding, becaufe they knew, though the public 
did not, tliat it was decided * in the autumn of 1776, and no* 
tified to Sir Guy Carleton accordingly, that his military* 
command was confined to the boundaries of the province oS 
Quebec. It did not occur to the noble Lord to ftate that 
fad, becaufe doubtleb he did not forefee the prejudices^ thd* 
letter would occafion ; but I cannot but lament he' did not' 
produce other letters of mine, which would have removed 
eiFciSually every poffiSUe fu^'cion of a defign fo foreign to 
my heart as that of fupphntinga gaHant frie^. Such lettert 
would at the fiune time have rendered unneceiTary the long^ 
train of correfpondence laid- upon your table to (bew that the 
preparations in Canada wcreduly expedited ; becaufe I (hould 
have been found to exprefe the fulled kak- of the zeal, the 
affiduity, and the honour, with :wbicb Sir Guy Carleton a£ted» 
notwitbftanding his di&ppointment in not being employed to 
condud the campaign. 

Will it be faid, that the letters I aiiude to were withheld 
becaufe they were private?— In the firft place, they do not 
properly come under that defoription, though it is true they 
were not office letters. — They could not be dire£ted as fuch 5 
becaufe, a£ling in fubordination to Sir Guy Carleton, the 
official correfpondence could bidy with decorum pafs through 
him I but they were not private as applied to fecrefy, nor 

♦ This decHion was made, not only upon the expediency of 
die governor attenxiing the civil duties of the province, which' 
were thought at that time to require particular attention, but 
alfo upon doubts whether the General's commiflion authorifcd 
him to ^& beyond the boundaries : and this whole tranfa<5li6n 
pafled long before the return of General Burgoyne to England,' 
and entirely without his knowled<^e. 

improper, 
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improper^ as they related to the diftinfi: and feparate obje<9; of 
the command I was entering upon. But, Sir, bad any parts 
of thefe letters (or of any others neceflary to my juftificadony 
of which I fay there are many) been private in smy fenfe of 
the word, will that excufe be alleged for detaining them, 
when there has appeared before you a paper of the mofl fe-' 
cret nature, I mean my thoughts upon condufling the war 
from the Qde of Canada. What officer will venture here* 
after to give his opiiiion upon mejfures or men, when called 
upon by a ininider, if his confidence, his r6afonings, and 
his preferences, are thus to be invidioufly expofed, to create 
jealoufies and differences among his fellow-officers, and at 
lad to put an impofition upon the world, and make him re- 
iponfible for the plan as well as the execution of a hazardous 
campaign? The plan, as originally drawn, I have no reafon 
to be alhamed of, becaufe it underwent the infpedlion, and 
had the fand^ion^ of fome of the firft and ableft officers of 
this country : but the plan, as it ftood when my orders were 
framed, can with no more propriety be called mine than 
^y others formed by the cabinet for the diftant parts of 
America, or any other quarter of the globe, where I had no 
participation or concern.— The noble Lord well knows that 
the idea exprefTed in the fecret paper laid before you, of a la-^ 
titude to aS againft New England, was erafed j that a power 
to embark the troops in cafe of unforefeen impediments, and 
make the jun6^ion with the fouthern army by fea was not 
admitted. — Will it then be iniinuated that the plan was 
mine ? — Why was it not produced in that changed and garbled 
ftate by which the minifter made it his own ? Becaufe it 
would have been one proof, if one had been wanting jto un- 
prejudiced minds, that by cutting ofF every propofed latitude, 
and confining the plan to one only objed^ the forcing a paf* 
fage to Albany, the orders frampd upon that plan could be no 
otherwife underftood than as pofitive, peremptory, and in-* 
difpenfable. But, Sir, it has been boldly iniinuated, and 
perhaps even credited by fome in this Houfe, that the words 
at the latter end of the orders, which are called the faving 
daufe, were fpecially dictated by me. — Sir, to fuppofe that, is 
to fuppofe me an ideot ! — Saving claufe 1 — to whom? Surely, 
not to the general who was to aA under it; for fee the fitii- 
ation in which it puts him. — Under the words, " you are to 
a6l as exigencies may require," let us fuppofe him to take the 
cautious part. He makes no attempt upon the enemy, be- 
caufe his exigency was fuch, that in doing fo he muft abandoa 

his 
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his communications and rifk his retreat. What would the 
government, the army, and the country have faid to him? 
What ought every man to have faid to him who read the 
prior part of this order?— —"Is this vigorous exertion? 
Is this to force your way to Albany ? The enemy were panic 
ftruck before Britifh troops ; their numbers therefore were 
but as (hadows. The loyalifts awaited your advance to join 
by thoufands— Sir H. Clinton was ready to move upon the 
lower part of Hudfon's river — Your interpretation of orders 
was nonfenfe; your inadivity was cowardice — You have 
ignominioudy loft the campaign." 

Take the cortfideration the,other way—The General fol* 
lows the principle, the fpirit, and the letter of his order- 
fights his ground by inches, and mifcarries. "You fhall be 
difgraced for your ralhnefs," (ays the minifter. — " You had 
a referve, and fliould have made ufe of it. Exigencies re- 
quired you fhould have remained on the eaft fide the Hud- 
fon's river." Sir, to imagine a general could dilate fuch a 
dilemma for himfelf is prepofterous. To believe. that mini- 
fters could mean it, is fevere credulity againft them; it 
would be to believe them capable of the equivocation. of a 
fiend, to infure the ruin of thofe who adled under their di« 
l-edion, whatever part they (hould take. I charge tliem not 
fo heavily. I am perfuaded that faving claufe was meant, 
when it was penned, as it has been underftood by me, by Sir 
William Howe, and by every other perfon who has read it, 
as referring folely to. exigenci^ after the arrival of my army 
at Albany. 

But, Sir, this Ideal blame, in not availing myfelf of the 
faving claufe^ . has been fupported by a ftory, that I fhould 
have hardhr believed it within malevolence to invent, but 
which I find has been propagated with great induftry, viz. 
that Generals Philips and Frazer remonftrated againft the 
paiTage of the Hudfon's river; and that finding their re^ 
n:onlfrances of no avail, they took the parts of brave men 
in defpair, and perfevered in their duty againft their reafon. 
Upon the honour of a gentleman, without any faving or refer- 
vation whatfoever, I pronounce that report to be a direft and 
abominable fatfehood. Sir, thofe officers were ihe eyes and the 
hands by which I condudted all material operations : more 
able advifers, or more faithful friends, never exifted : that 
they faw I was placed in an arduous fituation, and felt for 
my difficulties, it is true ; but that they ever dropt a fylja- 
ble that implied an idea that I had an alternative, I fiatly 

deny. 
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deny. The indefiatigable alacrity of General Philips fo 
bring forward the tranfports, preparatory to the pafl^ge of 
the river, was uncommon even in fubport of a favourite ob- 
je&y it would have been uncommon indeed, had he a£ted 
with fecret reluQancy ! As to General Frazcr, our commu-^ 
nications were thofe of the moft unreferved friendfhip; and 
it is my pride to affirm, that the confonancy of his fenti- 
ments with mine were almoft invariable. Upon the paflagc 
of the Hudfon's river, in particular, he thought it of uncon- 
trovertible expediency; he thought it glorious danger; he 
was confulted upon all nieafures at the time, aiid fubfequent 
to it; he bore an a^ive part in many; he approved of all ^ 
and the laft fentence he uttered, was a nieflage of aiFcdUoa 
and good wiih.es to me. 

The other falfehoods that have been dlfperfed refpe£ting 
the fame period of time, can hardly be urged as reafons for 
inquiry, for they are below refutation; fuch as the* delays 
occafibhed by carrying forward all the artillery, and a cum- 
brous train of baggage. **It was a mark of Eaftern pomp,^ 
fays a minifterial news-writer. That ^// the artillery was 
with the armv is falfe, for the heavy train was fent back to 
Canada : the neld-traih which remained ' was that whicb bad 
been deftined for the expedition, when Sir Guy Carletan ex* 
peAed to have thecondu<5t of it in perfon. That' intelligent 
and judicious officer. General Philips, had been confultecl 
upon the proportion ; and it had been regulated upon 
the confideration of the nature of the war ; the power of 
that arm in forcing pofts, and againft new troops; and 
the probability of having pofts ourfelves to fortify. Neither, 
Sir, was the artillery, in the proportion carried, the catife of 
the leaft delay ; becaufe the horfes that drew it were fuper- 
numefrary to thofe which were fufficient for all the ciarts and 
waggons we had ; and confequently, within the time' indi- 
fpenfably given for the transport of the provifion, the artil- 
lery was brought forward by horfes that could have been no 
other wife employed. 

Xhe fuppofed quantity of baggage is equally erroneous, 
I cannot fuffer an idea fo unjuft to the fpirit of the army to 
remain upon the minds of the public. All baggage of bulky 
to the abridgment of many material comforts, had been 
cheerfully left behind by the officers; foine of them had 
not beds; many lay in foldiers' tents; and I know of 
none that bad more than the common neceflaries for a£live 
fcrvice. 

It 
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It miift be total want of knowliedge of the cottotry and the 
irar, to fuppofe that^ with all thefe precautions* the tttm of 
carriages did not ftill rtmaiff ereat. It is to be confidered^ 
there was a train of fix hundred carriages ; and thofe too few 
for the indi^nfable purpofe of tranfporting provifion where 
there was no water carriage ; there was another train of very 
ctlmbrous carriages, equally neceflary for the tranfport of the 
boats, wtiere the rapids prevented their paflage in the ftream i 
a tran(t>ort, in fome places, of many miles in length. Sir, li 
would be trifling with the Houfe to dwell longer upon thefe 
cenfures, the offspring of malice and ignorance* The previJence 
of fuch reporrs tends to one ufe — it will perfuade the worlds 
at leafr, that material fiults could not abound, when detraftioil 
itfelf is reduced to have recourfe to fuch accufation. 

Sii-, reverting therefore to the more grofs injuries my re^ 
putation has fu^ined, I think I have ftated enough to (new^' 
that the character of a member has been unavoidably brought 
into queft ion ; and upon his allertion, that the information the ' 
Houfe has proceeded upon is incomplete and fallacious, I know 
not what defeription of fben could juftly refufe to him perfon- 
ally a new and full inquiry. 

r would a(k of ministers themfelves, what would be their 
fodings if, after an unfuccefsfol undertaking of high trull 
and importance, and debarred, by an imerdiaion, from the 
prefence of their fovereign, the means of fubmitttng thett 
condud to that royal br^ft, where juftice and benevolence^ 
and protection to the innocent, are ever to be expeded, except 
when truth is perverted or concealed — what would be their 
fedings, if refufed alfo an appeal to their country ? To tnf 
brother officers in parliament I would more particularly apply 
for their fupport to this amendment, as a common caufe of the 
profeffion : they will confider the difeouragefiient that mufl 
enfue, and^he injury the fervice mufl/ufFer, if an officer, who 
is confcious to have done his beft, whofe greateft enemies 
pretend not to impute to him any other charges than excefs of 
zeal and erroneous judgment, and even thefe charges founded- 
upon a mutilated ftateof fa£ts. — What is the flate of officers) 
if, upon fuch grounds, and by the artful management of other 
circumftences, they are difgraced at court, put by, if no| 
inevitably precluded the judgment of a military tribunali^ 
and, at laft, denied the only poffible means of juftifieatioit 
that remains^— a parliamentary inveftigation of a meafitre 
of flate With which the rtAitude or crimti^Ity of their eon« 

voL.vnr. y dua 
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du£l is infeparably blended ? To my honourable friends who 
made the original motion early in the winter^ and all who tooic. 
part in it, I may yet more ftrenuoufly addrefs myfelf, to re- 
pair, by the pailing this queftion and amendment, the injury 
that unintentionally they brought upon me by the then con- 
jfined mode of proceeding. To all thefe comiderations. Sir, 
I could join, were it expedient, many more perfuafive callt 
upon the human heart, to take up this proceeding for the 
fake of an injured individual : but I wave an appeal to pri* 
vate fentiments, and defite the. motion to be confidered as a 
call upon the public doty of the Houfe; and, divefting my« 
felf, as far as poffible, of every perfonal motive ; fcorning 
fhe pitiful contention, for fuch comparatively it would be^ 
whether the minifter (hould exonerate himfelf from ibis error 
in his inftru6iion, or the general from that in his execution ; 
J here, in my place, as a reprefentative of the nation, require 
and demand a full and impartial inquiry into the caufes of the 
mifcarriage of the northern army in an expedition from 
Canada. 

. It is a great national objeft. The* crifis of fhe time em- 
phatically requires it. The exiftence^of the Britilh empire 
depends upon the^ exertions of the military, and the beft foun- 
dation for public fpirit is public juftice. In addition to the 
natural animation which, as Britons, the army poiTefs, place 
before their eyes that (econdary fpring and cqntroller of human 
adions, reward and punifhment. Let the firft and mod: glo« 
rious reward, the honeft applaufe of the country, be obtained 
by a fcrutiny into truth, for thofe who deferve it : on the con- 
trary, if there has been delinquency, let the fpirit of Manliui 
preAde in the punifhment. 
^, *' The hand of Fate is over us, and Heaven 
*^ ExaQs feverity from all our thoughts.'* 
If there has been difobedience ; if unauthorifed by circum-i 
ftances, if uncompelUd by orders (for I will never flirink from 
that plea), a general has rafhly advanced upon the enemy, an4 
engaged againft infurmountable odds; the difcipline of the 
iftate Ihould ftrike, though it were a favourite fon, 

'' /, LiSior^ deliga ad palum.'* 
3 Thefe, Sir, are the means to excite true ambition in your 
leaders ; thefe are the means to keep them in due reftraint j 
this was the fyftem of the glorious patriot [Lord, Chatham ]» 
whofe obfequies you now celebrate; and coiild his aihcs 
awa|^ei\, they would burft their cea^tz^nts to fupport it. 

A^ 
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As for mvfelf, if I am guilty, I fear I am deq)ly guilty: 
an army loft ! the fanguine expedation of the kingdom dif'-^ 
appointed ! a foreign war caiifed, or the commencement of' 
it accelerated ! an efFufion of as brave blood as ever run in 
Britifli veins flied, and the fevereft family diftrefles combined 
with public calamity.— If this mafs of miferies be indeed 
the confequence of my mifcondud, vain will be the extenua- 
tion I cai> plead of my perfonal fuiFerings, fatigue and hard- 
ihip^ laborious days and fleeplefs nights, ill health and trying 
Situations; poor and infufficient will be fuch atonement in 
the judgment of my country, or perhaps in the eyes of God: 
•—yet, with this dreadful alternative in view, I provoke a 
trial — Give me inquiry — I put the interefts that hang moft. 
emphatically by the heart-ftrings of man — my fortune-— my^ 
honour— my head— I had almolt faid my (alvation, upon the 
teft. 

But, Sir, it is eonfolation to me to think that I fhall be» 
even in furmife, the only culprit — Whatever fate may at-* 
tend the general who led the army to Saratoga, their beha- 
viour at that memorable fpot muft entitle them to the thanks 
of their country-^Sir, .it was a calamitous, it was an awful, 
but it was an honourable hour— During the fufpence of the 
anfwer from the general of the enemy, to the refufal made 
by me of complying with the ignominious conditions he had 
propofed, the countenance of the troops beggars defcription— « 
a patient fortitude ; a fort of ftern refignation, that no pencil 
or language can reach, fat on every brow. lam confident 
every breaft was prepared to devote its laft drop of blood, ra- 
ther than fufFer a precedent to ftand upon the Britiih annals 
of an Ignoble furrender. 

Sir, an important fubjeA of inquiry, as I mentioned at my. 
outfet, ftill repiains-^The tranfad^ions at Cambridge, and the 
caufc of the detention of the troops. If I there- have been 
guilty, let me there alfo be the only fufFerer. 

Sir, there is a famous ftory in ancient hiftory, that bears 
fome analogy to my circumftances; and when allufions tend 
to excite men's minds to exertions of virtue or policy, I fhall 
never think them pedantic or mifplaced *. The.event 1 mean 
happened in an age when R/>man virtue was at its height* I( 

* It had been mentioned iii a former debate, that reference 
to ancfent hiftory carried fometimes an air of pedantry^ and 
were fcldom of ufe. 
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was that wherein Manlius devoted his fgn, and the firft Dcciut 
devoted himrelfi A Roman artoy^ (but up by the Sabnnites at 
Caudiunf)) were obliged tofurrender their arms, and tofubfntt 
to the more ignominious condition of paffing under the yoke 
of the enemy. Tiie conful who had copfimanded thero^ pro^ 
jiofed in ibe fenate to break the treaty, whereby the army vto 
loft to the ftat^) slnd to make him iit perfon the expiation^ by 
fending him bound to the enemy to fuSer deadi at their bands* , 
In one point of view the prefent cafe extremely diffisrs fronl 
the example;' becaufe by the treaty at Saratoga the army wss 
(aved tothe ftate. It is the non-compliance ^ith' public faith 
that alone ciin lofe it-^and here this parallel will bold ; if I 
have been inftrum^ntal to jthe lofs of thofe brave troops jfoiv 
the treaty, I am as culpable as if I had loft them by the tr^ty^ 
and ought (o be the facrificd to redeem them. Sir, this re* 
ference may appear vain-gloriou5. It may be doubted whe«i 
ther there exifts in thefe timeapuUic Q>irit ferioufly to eiUu« 
ktcfuch examples* I perhaps ihould find myfelf unequal | 
but others^ who are moft ready to judge me fo, muft at leaft 
give credit to one motive for ftating* the parallel — that I am 
Kk) confcious of innocence to apprehend there is the leaft rifk 
of being expofed to the trial. 

Sir, 1 have only to return my fincereft thanks to the Honft 
for the patience with which they have endured fo long a 
trefpafs upon their time, and to join my hearty concurrenca 
ijirith the other gentlemen who have fpoken in fiivour of tho 
amendment. 

Lord Georgi Germaint faid, the honourable gentleman 
feemed defirous 6^ an explanation to three circumftances» 
which he would readily give him. As to the confidential let* 
ter, it was acciderltaliy put among the official letters, and by 
that means wafe feht by the clerks, among other piapers^ for 
which he was vefy fbrry. With refpefl: to Monf. St. Luc, 
that gentleman had introduced himfelf to him, as a man who 
had performed gteat fervices at the head of the favages | ano 
that^ in converation with him, he had been told, that the 
General [Mr. Burgoyne] was a fine officer with the pegubrs, 
but that he did not feem to like the favages, nor did^e take 
the proper fteps to retain their good-»will: that he was mi 
brave homme^ mats lourd commt un jiHemand — a very brave man^ 
but as heavy as a German!— -As to his not having ac^efs to 
bis fover^ign, there were various precedents for the refu^ 
till iiis condu£t had undergone a military inquiry. His 
Lordfbip conducted, that as military men iVeit the moft pf(H> 
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P^r ju<)ge$ to decide id the prefent queftion; he did not fee the 
prcpri^ty pf Parliament interfering in it »t a]U 
.^ Mr* Cimwall was likewife of opinion, th^t Parliament w^re 
incompe^nt JMdges ef the matter then before the boufe. 

The Attorney General [Mr. Thurlow} faid, they had db^ 
' tained pp^ inquiry into the matter, which had been fu Acient 
for the Houfe tp form ^n ppinipn on the matter; for his parl^ 
iie had j^med.on^, though he ihould not declare it, 

Mr* Grenvilk wifl^ed tp revive the commirte^ pn the fta6e 
pf the nation, and that the Canada papers might he laid before 
them. 

Mr. Ffix (aid, the papera mjjght be rtferred to a new com- 
mittee, which he would pref^r^becaufehe hoped the £une 
f eiolutiona would not be p«£Ebd : he was for a thorough and 
iromplfl^ iRveftigation ; he was apprehend ve that upon cer- 
tain quefljon^ being afted, the fpirit of the honourable geno- 
xal would lead him to go into the detail for his own jumficar 
tioo> and, from his openoeiQi and candour, he wifted to ftatp 
the motion fo as to take in properly the whole unreCbrvMl 
fbfcuAon of tbefe melaochply eyents* If a committee re- 
aFived dbe former fubje^ he (hould lay open the dark aod 
Ihameful decifions, agaioft pofitive focts, whi^h paffed tiuKt 
committee, under the banners of a noble Lord over the way 
{Lord George Germain]. AU the hopes he now had, wercy 
tiie Hpufe had,not yet fandified the refolutions of that comf- 
jnitteei there Were now three times the number of membeis 
prefent that there were upon a former bccafion, and he hoped 
t^y would not go quite the length of the former committee. 
The furrender of thp army was, as the worthy alderman had 
fiid, ignominious to this country, whoever might be the occa^ 
fion of that ignominy, whether the general or the miniftry. 

Earl Nugeni (aid, there was not the leaft bl^e any wherff 
la his opinion, but a feries of unexpe^ed events, which were 
the fcMTtune of war ; that every thing refpeSbing the charge of 
inhumanity, or cruelty, or unfoldierlike treatment^ was merely 
i» vague Deports that be had read every thing pMLbIj(hed on thp 
4poca/ion, and would afiert, that aot a fingle paper, or letter 
of authenticity, had appeared to juftify anyiutrfh expreffion 
fgaioft the cominander in (thief of the army which capitulated 
at Saratoga. 

Mr. iPilkiSp I am on this occafion merely the echo of the 

]Hihlic voioe. I have made. no j)er{bi»al attack on the comr- 

jnander in ebtef, nor undertaken to fupport any charge 

Mj^ioft him« Mea(urffS| and not perfons, I defired iptnutely 
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to inireftigatc ; and the epithets which I employed, were to 
the fa£ts and the events. Ifuppofe it will be admitted, that 
the convention in 1777 at Saratoga was more difgraceful than 
the capitulation atClofter Seven in 1757, becau^ the troops 
there kept their arms. 

I hav« not proceeded, Sir, at any time on vague report. I 
referred to authentic letters piiblimed by order of the Con- 
grefs, and to other ftate papers of unqueftionable authority, 
which demand the moft ferioas attention, and niceft fcrutiny. 
The memory of the noble Lord who fpoke laft, muft either 
be very confufed, qr his reading very confined. 

The honourable gentleman [General Burgoyne] has given 
us a good deal of the ancient Roman hiftory, but overlooked 
two or three important queftions relating to very modern 
tran(a£tions, and our own hifiory. I wifh. Sir, an anfwer to 
the charge I have repeatedly read of the burning villages and 
iioufes, and the wanton deftru<5iion and devaftation of pro- 
perty during the progrefs of the northern army under bis com- 
mand. 

One word. Sir, before I fit down, on what is ftated hj 
the honourable gentleman, as an event in the Rom^ti hilt 
tory fimilar to the affair of Saratoga. A confiderable Roman 
army was fhut up by the Samnites at the Furae Caudifug^ 
obliged to capitulate, and with their general to pafs under 
the yoke. So far is retailed out to us, but iY\c fequel of the 
tranfa£lion is not mentioned. I (hall give it briefly to the 
Houfe. Early in the following year, the didator Cornelius 
Lentulus put himfelf at the head of the fame Roman legions, 
and gave the Samnites a total overthrow. It was no article 
of the capitulation at Caudium, that the fame troops fhould 
not ferve again againft the fame enemy. The.Samnite ge^ 
neral, Pontius, was the very next year after the aflair -of ^the 
Caudine Forks, with the whole Samnite army, forced by the 
Romans to paft under the yoke, unarmed, with only one gar- 
ment each, that the former ignominy might be retaliated by 
die fame troops on the fame enemy. The Roman fpirit foon 
made a conqueft of the whole country of the Samnites^ and 
afterwards of all Italv and the world. :■.«: > 

Lord Gesrge Gordon. I hope this very melancholy account 
of the fufFerings of the^King's army under tlie command of 
that unfortunate general [General Burgoyne] will at length 
imprefs Parliament with a due fenfe of the rafbtiefii of their 
proceedings, and prove a timely example and warning to his 
Majefty, and to the people, that the moft accompliihed ge- 
nerals. 
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xierals, at the head of the completeft armies, when employed 
by arbitrary power to reduce mankind to unconditional^ 
fubmiffion, are defeated and fruftrated in their wicked at-« 
tempts by the heavenly interpofition of the Divine ProvU 
dehce. . ' 

* It has pleafed God to fupport the zealous affertors of civil 
and religious liberty in their juft rights ; and by crowning 
their reflftance with fuccfefs, he has, through his infinite 
mercy, ivferted thofe evils from America, which the violent' 
proceedings of this kingdom, both in church and ftate, have 
fo manifeftly threatened. 

The experience of a few years has (hewed to the whole 
world the juftnefs of their apprehenfions, and the hiftorians 
of this war will be puzzled to decide, whether the governors 
of the church, or the governors of the ftate, have been moft'. 
eager, bloody, and oppreffive in their purfuit after American 
fubjeSion. 

The ambitious prelates in the Houfe of Lords have dared to 
countenance his Majefty in preferring popery when he had it 
in his power to have eftablifhed proteftantifm, and Parliament " 
has confirmed it annually, by not complying with the piQus 
petitions of the proteftant inhabitants of Canada, who have' 
devoutly, religioufly, and conftitutionally implored the repeal of 
that obnoxious aft, the Quebec bill, as eftablilhing the go- ' 
vernment of their country upon the narrow bafis of Frenclx 
law, and militating in the higheft degree againft the glorious 
cbnftitu.tion of this kingdom. * 

Thofe fame high prelates have countenanced his Majefty 
in employing the favages— heathens, without grace or mercy, 
to carry, defolation and deftruftion amongft the prefbyterians ' 
and independents in America. And that mott horrible maf- 
facre of Mifs Mac Ray's; wrll remain an indelible ftain on 
the religion and humanity of Glreat Britain in after ages, when . 
Queen Mary's maflacre of the proteftants in England, and che 
perfecutions of the prefbyterians in Scotland by King Charles 
and their predecefifor Archbifhop Laud, of infamous memor}', 
fliall be done away and forgotten* 

I am very happy at the fame time to be able to make two 
Jnoft goodly exceptions in' the perfons of the right reverend 
Bifhops of Peterborough and St. A(aph, who have done ho-r 
nbur to religion and their country, through the pious courfe 
of their own lives, and by their generofity and loving-kind- 
nefs to their brethren in America. 

Y 4 If 
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If I have not already trefpaffisd too long on the iii4ulgence 
I very unworthily meet with, I beg to add, that from my at* 
tachment to his Majefty's perfon and family, and for the love 
I bear my fellow-fubjeas, dieir lives and liberties, Ihc^ 
there is no truth in what has been of bite very much reported 
about town, I mean the promotion of certain chancers. For 
I am of opinion, that if bis Majefty can be fo ill-ad vifbd) (b bx 
niifled, and fo deluded, as to continue any longer in bis conm- 
cil, or to confer auy honours, places, penuons, ptrofit, or oaao* 
lument, on diofe unhappy perfons who have wickedly sit* 
tempted to reduce the colonies to unconditional fubmiffiony 
fajs Majefty will as juftly, as neccflarily, and as certainly lofe 
Ibe confidence and fupport of the people of Great firitam, aa 
he has clearly and evidently thirteen flouriibing provinces, a^ 
three minions of the braveft, moft religious, and virtuous fiib*. 
je^ of the crown. 

I (hall vote for the inqulir, as amended by the honourabb- 
member on the floor [Mr. Fox], in con^Jiance to the wiflie$ 
ojf the unfprtunate general who is U^ very ferioufly interefted 
in the event. 

The queftion was now put upon the amendment, wken tbd 
numbers were 95 &>r the amendment^ and 144 againft lu 

Mr. T.Luttrell drew it comparifon between the conduct of 
the ofEcer and of his minifter. In former times, he Cud, it 
had been the cuftom of Bi itons to give praife and thanks to 
fiTch of their oiScers and fcrvants as exerted their ftrenuoiia 
and zealous eiForts for the public weal, even if thofe efforts, 
were not crowned with fuccets ; but now-a*days they beftow 
praife only in proportion to the liftleflneCs and inattentipii with 
which thefe fervants performed their duty. 

The noble Lord, fays he, in the blue ribbon [Lord NortbJ 
<lirclaim$ being di&ator whenever the mi(manaeement of gOr 
vernment comes under the confideration or Parliament* 
Whether Great Britain is profperous or deftated, it is none 
of his plan, none of his ad. In every thine eflential to dit 
greatnefs or happineis of the nation, we find the noble Lpn) 
timid ; he is not firft minifter, he is only the inftrumeat td 
the privy council ; bi^ has but one humble vote ther^ «i|d 
cannot be accountable to the nation for the folly of the plitoa * 
he undertakes to recommend to hiis Sovereign. And OuMild 
the plan ftrike at the liberties oJF.his country, at the very 
root of the cbnftitution, he is then but the echo of Parliai*. 
tnent. In what is the noble Lord daring and enterpriiiogi 
He prides himfelf but in one a£l founded on his own refolu-" 
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tion,ittdgmcnt and integrity; be afks credit in Parliament 
l^uc for one ornament added to the cro^q, one benefit to the 
iUte ;, that a£t of his own confifts in having fixed on a cri(is pf 
infipendihg ruin and calamity unknown in the annals of our 
binory before, and which the firm fpirit and exalted wifdom 
of a. Chatham might have found difficult to cc^ with ; tber^ 
did he feize the glorioas opportunity to recommend to hi$ 
Sovereign a war minifter> whofe public incapacitation for' 
every vigorous exertion of mind, whofe difgrace at the court 
of George the Second, wa$ founded on the moft decifiv9 
cenfure df a court martial i \9hdh lofs of the nation's confi- 
dence, and his own charadcr, is a public record, What ba4 
the nation to expetft from his councils ? What plan of his^ 
fince in his office, dare he expofe to the public eye and fay,- 
it has jbcceeded i Why then ihould we give him a partial ac« 
quittal to the prejudice of a gaUant officer, whofe only crime 
has been avowedly that he was too zealous, too brave| tbo 
enterprifing, too anxious for the good of his country, hai 
flridly obeyed bis orders, and done all that Britifh valour was 
capable of, to carry the minifter'3 plan into execution* Ha4 
he, inftead of that, receded from his colours, difobeyed the 
commands of his fiipenors, and hid himfelf from danger, lie 
plight have had pretenfions to one noble Lord's patronage 
[Lord North], and to the other's [Lord George Germain! 
dignities and emoluments. General Burgoyne afks a fair and 
open triaU the i^ian who {brinks from it, and avails himfelf of 
an unjuft, partial acquittal, mif ft be guilty. 

Lord Giorgf Girmain &id, that he never was perfonal in 
the Houle, never by any condud of his merited fuch an at- 
tack ; he defpifed that honourable member, but would level 
himfdf with his wretch(^d chara^er and malice; old as he 
was, he would meet that fishting gentlemen, and be re-, 
venged. He was interrupted ny a cry of order in the Hqufe, 
and general confuHon. The Speaker faid, if the Houfe 
would fupport him, be would keep order. A cry of chair, 
chair. 

trord North admitted, that Lord George Germain had been 
out of order, what fell from him had nothing to do with the 
queftion. It was a perfonal attack on an individual, and there* 
fore out of order*. 

Mr. Luttrell fald, he would not be bullied out of the pri* 
vilege of a member of that Houfe \ he bad a right to fpeak 
bis teotimeots publicjy and fully on a public charadter. The 

fen- 
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fentence of the court-martial, in the reign of George the Se- 
cond, was. a public record, relative to a man in a pubh'c pofi: 
of truft, which required fpirit, zeal abilities, and integrity, 
and many eiTential qualities, as requifite in a war minifter as 
in a general. He had not alluded to the noble Lord's private 
vices or virtiiies, and if he could be conceived out of order, 
as to the queftion, it could not imply that public charge of 
the miriifter was a private perfonality. 

[Mr. Luttrell took an opportunity, in the confufion of de- 
bate, to attempt to get out of the Houfe, to avoid being com- 
pelled to promife not to refent Lord George Germain's per- 
fonal abufe of him, but the Speaker gave orders to the oer- 
jeant at arms, to flop Mr, Luttrell, and bring him to hisf feat. J 

't'he Speaker then faid, that words of heat having dropped 
from two honourable members, in the courfe of the debate^ 
he muft deftre they would pledge their honours that it (houlc^ 
go no farther. 

hovA George Germain faid, if he had faid ariy thing that was 
improper to be faid in the Houfe, he was forry for it, and 
hoped the Houfe would excufe it. He acknowledged he was 
out of order. 

Mr. Luttrell was then called upon — He faid, if, after being 
infulted for doing his duty, he was to be committed for deli- 
vering the fentence of George the Second, he (hould prefer 
being committed, to giving up the privilege of parliament, 
and promifing to take no notice of a perfonal attack, not 
founded upon public opinion, upon any fentence, upon any 
trial, and hearing epithets made ufe of againft him, which 
was meant as perfonal as they appeared, he fhould give no 
other anfwer, and abide by the decifion of the Houfe. 

Several members rofe, and a difpute enfued,' whether Lord 
George had made fufficient apologies or ndt, and a motion 
made about eleven o'clock, by Mr. Buller, 

*' That the Hon. Temple Luttrell be immediately taken 
into the cuftody of the Serjeant at arms." 

Difputcs continued till paft twelve, in which Sir James* 
Lowther, Sir George Yonge, Mr. Howard, and others, 
were of opinion that the privilege of Parliament would fufFer, 
if Mr. Luttrell was committed upon the prefent fa£ts before 
the Houfe, and drew a diftindion between public and private ' 
charges. 

Mr. Buller, Mr. Onflow, and many members, on that 
fide, thought Lord George Germaine could not, in honour, 

make 
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make further apologies, and wfefe therefore for committing 
Mr.Luttrell. • 

Mr. Luttrell ftood up again, and faid, that being again in- 
formed by the oldeft members of parliament from every quar- 
ter of the Houfe, that no public bufinefs whatever could go 
on till this altercation was fettled, and being refolved to abide, 
at all events, by his ..privilege of parliament, he jfhould beg 
leave to fecorid the motion for his immediate commitment; 
that by his abfence the Houfc might proceed on a queftion of' 
great importance to every military man, and to the whole 
nation ; and that, as parliament had but a few days more to 
fit before its prorogation, and flill more weighty affairs of 
ftate remained for their difcuflion, it was neceflary to difcharge 
this difpute, he would make no apology for public feverity of 
language, but an apology he muft feck for perfonal infult to 
himfelf. 

Upon this, Mr.Luttrell was, between twelve and one 
o'clock in the morning, going to be taken into the cuftody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, when Lord George Germaine arote 
to make a fecond apology, which was fairly and particularly 
addrefTed to the honourable gentleman, for certain improper 
words which the noble Lord had addrefled to him from the 
warmth of debate, and from feeling himfelf hurt by the charges 
ftated againft him. 

Mr. Timple Luttrell then faid, that'now the Houfe were 
fatistied that fufiicient apology was made for the perfonality 
they had beard fpoken againft him, he fhould, out of rcfpeSt 
to the Houfe, comply with their injuh^jtions, that it (hould go 
no further ; and begged leave once more to obferve, that what 
was faid by him of the noble Lord was meant as public mat^ 
tcr, not as private abufe or .enmity. 

The previous queftion was put on Mr, Vyner's motion, 
and carried without a divifion*.* 

The 



* Lieutenant- General Frafer took occafion, at the end of 
the debate, to inform the Houfe, that his relation. Brigadier-" 
Generar Frafer, correfpondcd with him in the moft co^ifi- 
dehtiat manner; that he received letters from him, dated 
at the time of paffing the Hudfon's River, which were 
the laft he ever wrote; that neither in thefe letters, ;jor 
in any previous onies, did he mention any difapprobatioh 
©f paffing the river ; but, on the contrary, fpoke his opinion, 

iti 
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The Rij;htHQH.f .TowaOicnd movc4» ^ f hat dip Aim qf 
20,000 /• be granted towards the payment of the ikbtlB^ of ^ 
lai^e £;arl of wbathaip." Agreed to n€nu con* 

The Irijib importation billbeing reacU 

Sir Gevr^ Xon^i moved, That toe (aid bill be comoiitted 9ti 
this day two months. ; 

Lord Newbaven faid, he was anxious to epnbraoe the fir(t 
ijnpmept to convince the Haufe, that his dividing the Houfit 
about a week ago on this queftion did not proceed from a de« 
fir^ to give the Houfe trouble, but to coo^ply with the con« 
yiption of his own mipd, that he ought to take the fenfe of tb« 
Houfe on fo very intereAing a aueftion ; thinking it mucb 
better to determine the fate of the bill tnere thsui \o feecl thu 
^opes of the people of Ireland for ten •days longer, and the(| 
reje6i it \ which could only heighten, \yhicb could only aggra^ 
vate, and ftill more embitter this difappointment, if it did npf 
j^fs into a law. 

That, if it did not pals, be muft lament that it ever cama^^ 
into the Houfe ^ for, as it had not the moft favourable r^cep-?^ 
^on, the e^peSations of the people of Ireland were raii^ |q 
the higbe^itch, and would noiy be plunged into the deepe|( 
^efpair. That, while nothing was done, they ftill bad lK>p9 
to chcrifh them, that iomc time or other fometbing might b9 
done ; but if this bill was rejected the curtain of defpair mufi^ 
(e drawn on their hopes for ever. That the evidence at the 
bar and the counfel who pleaded for thorn urged, that if this 
bill pafTed it- would take fometbing frpm England $ though 
in the fame breath they tcU you that ii;>mething ought to bo 
done for Ireland : but that that fometbing n»uit not be wf 
thing taken from England. Arguments too abfurd, futilet 
and ridiculous to be ferioufly refuted. He &id, be had re^ 
all the petitions upon the table again/i this and the other bills, 
in which were enumerated various articles in which the pp* 
titioners thought they would be injured ^ but at the fame time 
they fum up the wliole of their apprehenfions and terrors in this 
one fwceping obje£tion ; that from the cheapnefs of labour the 
Irifh would underfell them at all foreign markets. He urged, 
if this argument was admitted, and that Ireland was never 
to receive any benefit till Great Britain could work as che^ 
as her, it muft ftrike every man that Ireland can never 

in the ftrojngeft terms, in favour of General Burgoyne an4 hia 
meafures. 

receh^ 
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receive any indulgence from England ; and without advatn 
Cage in trade Ireland muft ^ver remain in its prefent ftate 
of indigence, and labour be for ever chea|^r than in £nghind4 
All which {hewed clearly that the poftponing the bill could gahl 
it no advocates; for the argument of the petitioners againft it 
would be the fame next year as this, and fo on for ever, white 
the poverty of Ireland and the jealoufy of England emitted. 
That if this bill was rejeded, it was at once telling the p&o^ 
pie of Ireland, You have foil, you have climate, you have 
millions of inhabiunts that you could turn to lawful induftry, 
you are bleiTed with harbours where your fleets of com^ 
merce may ride in fafety, and ypur ifle, by the hand of Pro* 
vidence, is better fftuated for the comdierce of the weftenl 
world ; but all this (ball avail you nothing : Aiherica {b$ll 
be exempt from taxation, they (hall be the arbitrary defpots of 
their own foil 5 but Ireland muft continue for ever to fmart 
under the pfofcribing hand of Great Britain. He divided thd 
Houfe, and was the iingle member Who voted agsunft putting 
it ofF for two months. 

Atnf 27. 
Mr. David HartUy. The motion which I fbaH ofier tdi 
)^u tO4>d0y requires vety little explanation, and I hope duA 
Houfe will think that it required no apology'. It Will fpeak 
for itfelf ; therefore I (hall be very fhort upon the fubjefl. If 
I thought that it could poflibly admit of any debate, that tbd 
Houfe before their prorogation (hould make a fort of recap{<« 
tulation of the obje£ls which have been adopted as the ulH^^ 
mate end of all our labours during this feflion, I might 
trouble you with fome arguments to induce yotir compliance^ 
But as the fyftem of conciliating America by thofe reafon* 
able conceflions which we, on this fide of the Houfe, havd 
been many years a pleading for, has now been adopted by the 
admintftration themfelves, I couM wifh to' fix the fenfe of (hd 
Houfe and of the public to perfeverance in the fame difpofi^ 
tion, and that they Ihould publifh to the whole world that thd 
change in their condud has not arifen from any temporary 
caprice, but from a fedate and cohfiderate review of daft 
meafures refpefling America, and a firm conViAion of tneir 
injuftice and folly, thus producing, as the fruit of that 
con virion, a total reverfal of the;m* It certainly may fall 
out, that the conceilions now offered to America may nOC 
be received as they would have b^en fome time ago, whetl 
we, on ibis fide of ihe Houfe, ib ittrenuoufly contended that 

forae 
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fome offers of concedlon and accommodation fhould be made 
to them : that it is poffible that this may happen, will be 
allowed by thofe who are mod fanguine in their expedations 
of fucce(s from the commifEoners. Few: my own part, I am 
perfe&ly clear, that their voyas:e will be totally fruidefe. The 
terms which you now oSer might have ferved to have brought 
on a treaty of accommodation if they had been ofiered i'omer 
time ago; for indance, when the noble Lord at the head of 
the treafury offered what was called his conciliatory propo-* 
fition; ,but a fallacious indeciiion has accompanied everv 
meafure that has been taken towards the recovery of the zU 
fe£^ions of America by any proceedings of juftice or mode- 
ration. For thefe reafons principally it is that I offer this 
nv>tion to you to-day, to fignify that you are heartily , and 
iuicerely bent upon acpomplifhing the great objed of recon- 
ciliation with Amerita; that you value peace above every 
other coniideration whatfoever; and if any rubs fhould hap- 
pen in your prefent plan, to declare to aU the world that 
j^ou will be ready to co-operate with his Majefty in any further 
conciliatory meafures which may be necefTary to give efficacy 
to your pacific intentions. I cannot imagine that any one 
can poilibly objecl to an addrefs to- the King declaratory of 
thefe difpofitions. And, as to the other part of the addrefs, 
viz. *^ thac this Houfe will always be ready with the moft vi- 
gorous exertions to fupport the national honour in the fight 
of all foreign powers, whenever any occafion fhall offer, in 
confequence of any infult or attack meditated or executed by 
any hoftile or rival flate," it is not poffible that there can be 
two opinions upon the fubjedl. And if any pledge can be 
wanting to the nation, thac their reprefentatives will never 
defert the caufe of the national honour, it will be a double 
affurance to them when they fee that we are putting the 
country into a flate of preparation to defend ourfelves againfl 
any infult or attack from our natural enemies,, by following 
up with attention and efHcacy every coyciliatory meafure to- 
wards America which can contribute to reftore that unity of 
affe£Hon which fubfifted between us in the d^ys when we had 
together but one common caufe of union, glory, and fuccefs. 
I therefore move you, Sir, " That an humble addrefs bo 
prefented to his Majefty, to reprefent to his Majefty, that the 
great and important events which have come to the public 
potice fince the commencement of the prefent feffion of par^ 
liament, both with refped to the ilate of the American war, 

and 
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and the conclu£l of the court of France towards Great Bri- 
tain, are of the nioft alarming nature, and call for the moft 
fpeedy and prudent counfels to put a ftop to the. progrefs o^ 
the war in America, as well as the moft vigorous and deciflve ' 
meafures to repel ^hy hoftile attempts, from France* To af** 
fure his Majefty that his declaration at the beginning of the 
prefent feifion, " that he fliould confider the reftoration of 
peace in America as the greateft happinefs of his life, and the 
gijeateft glory of his reign," is perfedly confonant to the dif-. 
pofitions of ' his faithful Commons ; and that his further de- 
claration to them in the courfe of the prefent feifion, ^^ of his 
determination to maintain and uphold the power and repu- 
tation of this country in ' refpedl to all foreign nations/* is 
not lefs fatisfa&ory to them, as the national honour muft 
ever be as dear to them as it can be to his Majefty himfelf* 
To reprefent to his Majefty, that thofe two points, of re-. 
ftoring peace in America, and of maintaining the national 
honour in the fight of all foreign powers, are the neareft ta 
the hearts of his faithful Commons, and that they will never 
relax from purfuing them with fincerity and ardour till they 
(hall be fully and efFedually accomplimed. That his faith- 
ful Commons beg leave to exprefs thefe fenti|iients in the 
moft public manner to his Majefty, with this view, that; 
there may remain no dpubt or fufpicion in the minds of any 
perfons in America of their Ancere defire for the reftoration of 
peace, which they value and prefer above all other confidera- 
tions whatfoever-; and for which purpofe they will be ready 
to co-operate with his Majeftv in any further conciliatory 
meafures which may be riecef&ry to give efficacy to their 
intentions ; and that it may be known at the fame time to 
all foreign powers, that the Commons of Greai Britain ftand 
always prepared, upon all juft and neceftary occafions, to re- 
fent every infult, and to repel every attack upon the dignity 
of his Majefty^s crown and upon the national honour.** 
Sir George SaviU feconded the motion. 
Lord North faid, he heartily concurred in the motion, 
Mr, Grenville thought that the words any further concilia* 
igry meafures were very loofe, and might be conftrued to in- 
clude the independency of America, which he was not for 
allowing. He muft therefore wifli that either thofe wordi( 
ijnay be totally left out, or oriier words inferted, reftraining; 
this approbation to fuch meafures as were confonant tp the 
^d appointing commi^onerst 

Earl 
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Earl Nugent did not approve df any amendment He wa§ 
ft>r having the motion negatived as it ftood. 

Lord NewhaveH oppofed the motion ; fkying;, he would 
ittret a^ree to it, as he fufpeded independence to America 
hirldng in Tome corner of it ; and called upon the noble Lord 
in the blue ribbon to fay whether it did or not. That he 
had, ever fmce he fat in Parliament, fupported government to 
flic beft of his poor abilities, with a view to recover Ame« 
rica frbm its unhappy delufion, to a juft and lawful obedi- 
ence to the mother country. That he had never wifhed to 
enflave America, but ardently wifhed they fhould continbe 
fiibje6ls to Great Britain as free ds himfclf, with the fulleft 
exercifc of all the rights of the Britifh conftituttonj but 
that he would never give a vote to render them independent^ 
er fuffer them, while the power of this country exifted, to 
eictort it by rebellion. That he would be bold to fay, that 
jC wai not in the power of King, Lords, and Commons, 
fo give independence to one part of the British dominions tor 
the prejudice of the reft. He lamented, that there was ar| 
tnd to all government in this country ; that the htws of the 
land flood* ftill, and that the conftitution reeled to and h6 
like a drunken man, the iport and paftime of evisry wanton 
boy in the ftreet. 

That our fleet and armt, including militia, conflfted at 
near two hundred thoufanci men; that our fleet was the 
befl this country ever faw; and that fifteen millions bad'tfaii 
feffioti beei) already voted, not as he believed (as had beetl 
given out) for the purpofe of reducing America, but ra- 
Uier, if he was to judge from our timid and dailardly pro- 
ceedings, calculated to give triumph to our natural enemies 
the French, who had fo grofsly infulted us. That there was 
a general dcfpbndency in the people, and eVerv mind in anxi- 
ous fufjpejflc^ waiting the event of this awful and gloomy 
calm. 

That be was afTured, when the rebels heard we had voted 
fifteen thoufand new levies for America, they faid, if they 
arrived, they mufl fubmit ; but that at this hour not a man of 
them bad left Great Britain. And for thefe few reafons he 
^14 ntofl heartily fecond the motion of the honourable gen^ 
flemaft [Mr. Grenville], 

Lord JMirtb thought the moti6n was fai its original ftato 
lidded wifh great care at^d prudence ; for it did not touch 

upon 
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upon any one point in conteft between Great Britain an<l 
America ; yet it gave to America a fre(b and unequivoc«%l 
proof of the earneft mlh of Parliament to make peace with 
America. 

Si> Georgi StfviZf jocofely obfefved, that it was no wonder 
the councils (hould reel, for our adminiftration had been 
drunk thefe four years. 

Sir William Minditb faid, that whether or not the motion 
went fo far as to offer independence, it was a certain known 
truth that it was not the intereil of America to infift on it. 
The religion, language, cuftoms, manufa6lures, and laws 
of this country> would naturally invite a connexion between 
them and us. France and her laws were odious to them. 
Extreme diftrefs was the only tie that united America with 
France. The independence of America would only be of 
(eririce to a few of the rulers. The people at large would 
fufier by it. It was as inconfiftent with their intereft to de* 
fire, as it was with our honour to grant it. The mean con* 
ceffions of miniftry, he feared, would not be accepted. Pro- 
portions of reconciliation with a people who had been fo ill 
Mfed, in order to have efFe^i, fhould come from men in whom 
|hat people could have a proper confidence^ not from thofe 
who had fo long harafled and deceived them. 

The friends of the motion perceiving, from the difpofition 
of the Houfe, that if the queftion was put, it would be car- 
ried in the negative, ftrongly folicited the njiover to with- 
' draw it. 

Mr; Hartley concluded the deba^te by faying, that as to the 
objedion of American independence being couched under 
the terms of the propofed addrefs, his opinions were fo well 
known upon the fubje(^, that he need not feek to conceal them ; 
but, that, in the prefent cafe, no other or ulterior views were 
lurking under cautious words, but fuch as the natural pru- 
dence of perfons, avowedly reluctant to the independence of 
America, had induced them to confent to; that he had commu- 
nicated the terms of his motion to perfons who were far from 
being favourers of independence, but who had fonie degree of 
prudence, not defperateiy to cut off all poflible retreat ; that 
if every tacit fuggeftion of moderation is to be abjured, he 
only could lament the folly and imprudence of fuch difpofi* 
tions \ that he would venture to foretell, that the day would 
come» when the Houfe would regret having put a negative 
upon the prefent motion> and would perhaps think it a good 
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bargain to have it in their power to make a peace with Anrre- 
rica, fimply upon the terms of independence. As to with* 
drawing the motion which wa$ fo much prefled upon liinb^ he 
confented : having difcharged his mind in having offered ity. 
he fa w no good, in the prefent temper of tb6 Houfb, in forcing 
them to a negative. ... 

MaylS. - - 

IVIr. Elwes' reported from the feleft Committee^ td ^faotn 
it was referred to confider and examine the accounts bf exL 
traord i nary fer vices incurred and paid, and no^t provtfl^d fol' 
by parliament, which have been laid before the Hottfe ifi die 
years 1776, 1777* and 1778 ; that the comnrittee had agteed 
^pon a report, which they had dire3ed him to mate tb tbb 
Houfe. He read the title of the rpport^ and afterwards ddi- 
vered it in at the table. 

Colonel Barre animadverted upon foine of thie* ilibft lead- 
ing fa£ls which came out in the inquiry ; explained his mei^ 
tiyes for propofmg the inquiry ; and pointed to fome of the 
advantages aridng; from fuch a meafure ; though the gredt 
6bje<^ meant to bt obtained, that of detefling pubKc delin- 
quency, and following it with puniOiments proportroned lb 
its degree and extent, fliould, for a while, be fraftrated; He 
faid, whatever may have come out in the examination ^f 
Witneffcs, tHofe Wno propofed the committee originally did 
not find themfelve^ much miftaken in their previous corijeC* 
tares. Much has been difcovered, though much more hsid 
been held back ; and if malyerfation in office was not made 
manifeft, neglefl and incapacity were ; if corruption was not 
proved, profufion, and a moft fhameful wade of public tno^ 
ney, was fufficiently apparent. ' 

He paid many handfome compliments on the general c6n* 
duft of the genilenien whocompofed the committee; nbr 
did he mean to confine this declaration to the particolar mem- 
bers who thought with him on the fubjefi ; buty without re- 
ferve, to extend it to thofe on each fide of the Hoiife. . There 
was a degree of good temper and candour, which pervaded 
the whole committee, and Teemed to influence the c'bhdolEl 
of each individual member of it ; which he feldom was fo 
fortunate to be witnefs to; and he remembered but. ti)rO m- 
ftances, in which that harmony and good underftandihg was 
-broke in upon; one was in relation to a certain fpecies of 
evidence, which the majority of the committee thought 
proper to deem inadmiffible i the oiher was, the refufal to call 

a wit- 
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a witnefs to a fccond examination, upon fafts, which, fronji 
other evidence, it was clear muft have come within his know- 
ledge. He then obferved, that it was now too late to take 
the ref>ort into confideration, ju ft on the eve of a prorogar 
tion : in the courfe of the next feffion he would, as a part of 
his^duty, call the attention of the Houfe to feveral of the 
snott material parts of its contents. He flattered himfelfl 
if be had not done all he had a right to hope for, he efiefled 
more than he expefted by the point of fending the inquiry 
upftairs to a fele£t committee, inftead of having the exami* 
nation take place in the Houfe, where, from the great affift- 
ance of the reprefentatives of the people, a fuller and mocf 
efficacious inveftigation might have been reafonably expe<9;-> 
cd ; and where, befides, the power of compelling the attend- 
ance of witneflTes, and feveral circumftances growing out c^ 
tbat authority, would, of courfe, be more ade(}uate and effecr 
tual. He then moved, That the report be laid on the tableii 
in order to be taken into confideration early in ^e nex^ 
fcffion. 

hAt.Jenkinfon agreed with the, honourable gentleman, tha|l 
no committee, confidering the various objeds which came 
before them, ever conduced buiinefe with more barmbny apjl 
good temper. He begged leave, however, to diiFer /rom the 
honourable gentljeman as to his interpretation of the n^ur^ 
of the evidence which was brought forth. Hp dienied^ that ijt 
imported public profuflon, or wafte of public tre^ure, any morf 
than it difclofed any thing criminal. The oilly beneficial 
tendency which (truck him, probable to arife froni the inquiry^ 
was, that it (hewed, in fome inftances, that the offices werp 
impofed on ; of courfe, it would ferve to guard phofe in office 
from fuch impofitions in time to come, aiid admoniihed them 
to a& with more circumfpeclipn ; but if, on the other hand, 
the hurry of the buiinefs which prefled on thofe offices, the 
great extent of the tranfadions, and the peculiar neceffity of 
difpatch, were confidered, he would be bold to. maintain, tha,t 
at no preceding period were the public finances ever more 
prudently and ceconomically adminiftered. 

As to the two fads alluded to by the honourable gentle- 
man, though he attended the committee every day but one, 
be did not recoiled any fuch circumftance as either of thofe 
alluded to ; or, if they happened while he was prefent, dyd 
they ftrike him in the fame light as that reprefent^d by th/e 
bpoourable gentleman : if the fenfe of the committee ap- 
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peared againft them, he was inclined to believe that it arofe 
from very cogent reafons. 

Mr. Stanley faid, he was abfent but one day from the com- 
mittee, during its fitting ; and protefted, be faw not the leaft 
foundation for thofe inunuations thrown out by the honour- 
able gentleman ; as if, though the whole bufinefs was con- 
duced with the utmoft good temper, yet that, that part of it 
which was apparent among his^friends, proceeded more from 
a confcioufnefs, that their ftruggles would prove inefficaciouSp 
than from their internal approbation. 

The honourable gentleman, he faid, had pointed out one 
or two inftances, in which an acquiefcence in the fcnfe of the 
committee arofe from this foreknowledge of the improba- 
bility of fuccefs. The firft, relative to the inadmiffibility of 
evidence; the other, as to the refufal of permitting a witneis 
to be examined a fecond time, who had before been difmiiled 
from further attendance. As to the former, no one fubftan- 
tial reafon was urged in behalf of the admiffibiiity of evidence 
propofed to be given; and &s to the latter, if .the honourable 
gentleman, or his friends, wiflied to have the witneb re-ex- 
amined, it was the eafieft thing imaginable to move for a 
fecond order to bring him before the committee. 

Colonel Barre replied, he was pleafed to hear a gentle- 
rhan of his weight [Mr. Jenkinfon], and long experience in 
bufinefs ; he, who was fo long connefled nearly with the 
• verybpard [trefafury], the conduft of which was the objefl 
of inquiry; fo ingenuoufly and fairly acknowledjge, that^ al- 
though the committee difcovered no malverfation in office, 
no (hameful wafte, or public profufion, yet that this (ignal 
benefit was derived from it, that the inquiry led to the dif- 
clofure and detection of impofition; that it would put mini- 
fters, in future, with all tbofe employed under them, on their 
guard ; that it would make them more attentive, inquiftttve, 
and circumfpeiS. Was this, then, nothing gained ? Was it 
not a great acquifition on the beft principle of all human 
policy, that of prevention ; of faving the nation, in the firft 
inftance; and extirpating the evil, in order to prevent its 
cffeas. 

He heard the other honourable gentleman [Mr. Stanley], 
with great attention. Says he, if you wi(hed to have the 
witnefs examined a fecond time, why not move for a frefli 
order for his attendance ? This very witnefs [Mr. Atkinfon] 
was difmiifed ; and, at the defire of the honourable gentleman, 
pr fome of his friends, was examined a fecond time, without a 
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fre{h order having been ferved upon him. It is this adherence 
to ceremonial at one time, and flagrant departure from it at 
another, that gives me, as a member of the committee, a right 
to coipplain. If the rule was a wife, or a good one, it (hould 
have been adhered to ; if not, it (hould be indifcriminately 
difpenfed with. The fa£l 1 allude to was the rum contraft ; 
the other was not lefs glaring. Similar evidence had been 
admitted, without a fingle objeSion being made to it. But, 
fays the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, all was unani- 
mity—I grant it ; but, I contend, it was, lipon many occaCons, 
little more than the femblancc. We were generally about 
five to twelve. We were the minority there, as well as here ; 
when, therefore, a doubt ftarted, an obje£tion was made, or a 
difference of opinion arofe, acquiefcence gave the appearance, 
of unanimity i when I can afTure the honourable gentleman 
the minority of the committee were far from approving of 
what was done. 

Sir George Yongi thought matters of fingular confequence 
bad come out in the courfe of the inquiry ; and contended^ 
that the prefenl report, confidered both in a retrofpe&ive 
view* as well as fmoothing the way to a further and more full 
difclofure, would not only fix the adtors and perfons concerned 
in thofe fcenes with the charges of public wafte and profufion, 
but with corruption and malverfation in office. The report 
was then ordered to lie on the table. 

. Mr. David H^tley. I propofe, with your permiffion, this 
day, to offer 'the following motion to the Houfe : *' That an 
humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to intreat his Ma- 

i'efty, that he will be gracioufly pleafed not to prorogue the Par- 
iament, but that he will fuffer them to continue fitting for the 
purpofe of aiEfl^ing and forwarding the meafures already taken 
for the reftoration of peace in America ; and that they may 
be in readinefs, in The^ prefent critical fituation and profpeft of 
public affairs, to provide for every important event at the 
earlieft notice.*' This motion was originally a parr, and in- 
tended to have been fubjoined af the conclufion of the mo- 
tion which I offered yeflerday to the Houfe; but as this 
propofition was independent of the other, I was induced to 
teparate them, to accommodate myfelf to the fentiments of 
fome honourable gentlemen who were willing to give their 
affent to the declaratory addrefs, whictv I had the honour of 
propofing to you yeflerday, but nor to the propofition of 
keeping the parliament any longer fitting. The perfon to 
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yfhom I more particularly allude, is the noble Lord at the 
head of the tre^afory, to whofn I beg leave to return my b'cft 
thanks for his fupport of my motioh ycfterday, though it 
Vas iiiefFedlual. There is no obligation that I could feel 
more fenfibly, becaufe there is nothing that I have fo much 
4t heart as cultivating and improving every pof&ble opp9rf- 
tunity of reftoring 'peace between this country iind America. 
I am very confident, that the day will foon cottie, whfen the 
Houfe will regret having been fo touchy upon evefry pVopto^ 
fition. that has but the fhadow of American irtdepehdcnce. 
it is want of prudence in the extreme to b^coTfiie tnoi-e'and 
more attached to impoffibilities, in proportion a^ thfey.'becomc 
Inore evidently fo. The Americans, you all know, are itk 
faft independent. If you regret that independence, yoii 
have your minifters alohe to thank for that eV^nt. By their 
Jidvice and perfuafion his Mkjefty and this Houfe-have turned 
a deaf ear to all the petitions and applications frorh Ameiica 
ifor redrefs of grievances, But you would at that time offer 
tio other terms than unconditional fubmiifliony the only alter- 
native to which is independence. Your fbnfe is now, in all 
effeft, defeated in America. One army entire is taken pri- 
JToners. The force which remains is fo far from being ade- 
quate to the conqueft of America, that, 1 fear, it will find 
great difficulty even to defend itfejf. The minifters of this 
country firft introduced foreFgn forces into the' conteft.' The 
Americans have now in their turn called in a foreign power 
to their aid. We know that a French fleet of twelve or 
ifourteen ihips of the line (and, as report *fays, with 3000 
land forces on board) has failed thefe fix weeks from Toulon 
to their afliftahce. Then fee what a fituation your remaining 
army will foon be in. The whole force of America augmenting 
and triumpharit, againft a brave, but diminifhed and deferted 
* army, for the liiiniftry have taken no care to fend theiti fuf- 
ficient fuccours. Thefe are the events which arc coming 
upon you without delay. Let me then a(k, whether this be 
the time'to be prorogued for fummer amufemehts; or rather 
ought we not, at fuch a moment, to redouble our anxiety and 
attention, to provide ne quid detrementi capiat res publica. 

Another argument that I would offer to you againft a pro- 
rogation is, that we may be found watchful upon our pofl:j 
as the guardians of this country, to be in readinefs to receive, 
at the earlicft moment, the report from the commiffioners, 
who are gone to offer a treaty to America. We may foon 
txpcfl fome iretum from that commiflSion. Whatever be the 
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anfwer €0 6ur offers, let us at leaft be found upon our ftation 
to receive ity' and to itake ^ jiecefi'ary meafures in con(f- 
-qlM^nc^e. • I'thinic we may he but too well afTured what thiit 
^^(Wer will be. • Can* it be believed that a nation who rf- 
' nounced the* government of this country, and afierted thttir 
independence evdn as a challenge to. you two years agb, wben 
^ you madeihe great and -foirinrdable ;attacic upon theai) beiiig 
^tbea without allies; can it^ I fay, be cooceived.fhat t)^c 
'fame people, havin]gMiow iuccef^lly aSqrt^d that iti4^- 
pendence,' and being. -triumphajntiy in pqffefEon of it, ,yn^h 
foreign alliances: for *i heir farther fupport, now that yojur 
force is but iitcle better than totally defeated, fhould for no 
reafon, ahtl from no neceffity, rclinquifh that fituation of 
independence which you cannot wreft from them ? It is an 
' impoffible expedition. The declaration of independence 
has not only paffed in Congrefs, but every province has 
adopted the new government of independence; and almoft 
every individual upon the continent has taken the oath of 
allegiance tp their refpeflive new governments, Beiides 
thefe proofs, which I think can hardly be called prcfumptive 
proofs, becaufe they amount to a ceruinty, we have, how- 
ever recent and pofitive proofs which lately arrived from 
America. I mean the refolution of the Congrefs of the ^ad 
of-November, 1777, which runs to this effe^ : ." Rcfolved, 
** That all propoials for a treaty between the King of Great 

• ** 'Britain, or any of his comrhiffioners, and the uniced.ftates 
** of America, inconfiftent with the independence of the 
** faid ftates, or with fiich treaties or alliances as may be 
** fornied under their authority, will be rejeded by Con* 
•* grefs*" . Thefe are the confiderations which induced me to 
oflfer you th'e motion which I djd yefterday, I am confid(!nt 
that ybU'have fe*nt your commfffioners upon a needlefs er- 
raiid, and- that they will return with a refufal ; for which, 
reafon, if -l- could . have had any influence with the Houfe» 
1 woulc^hfave recommended to them, as a preparation for fuch 
aaevenifv^o have comedo a declaration, that, preferring peace 
above every other confideration, they would; have been ready 
to co-operate with his "Majefty in any fiardier conciliatory 

" meaful^- which iftight be neceffary to 'srive t::flicacy to tbeir 

• pacific int^tioitB* Unfortunately, as JT think, that motion 
' "was over*ruted, as, Lfear, the motion of this day will ]ike« 
; unfe'b*; ' .;.':■- if 

If^any man Wfere tonput the (juefiion to mo, :Mrb(t flnttild 
we da ip the pt^fent-^iicumflances iofj43or. affairs if. my 
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motion of this day were to be complied mthy I conieft to 
you, Sir, I Ihould be put to a great diflkulty to give Um an 
anfwfer. But this is an additional reafbn for talcing the wife 
and prudent advice that Parliament upon confultatioa tm^tn 
afford. The' point of independence is ovier ; do not deceive 
yourfelves upon that fubjed. Can you break the alliance 
between France and America ? Certainly not. America will 
be &ithful to her dalliances. Remember at the iame time, that 
it is the miniftry of this country which has driven them into 
' thofe alliances. Thefe points are fixed j I know they are. 
' I have had fome means of information authentic upon thefe 
fubje£i$, that I am confident I am not deceived. If^ as a 
private perfon, I might givq an opinion, I would endeavour 
to obtain your tonfent to the following terms, as the bafis of 
a negotiation. I have th^ ftrongeft reafons to know that this 
country will never get better terms of treaty. I have ex- 
plained the reafons of my conviftion to his Majefty's minl- 
llers, and have laid before them the following heads of nego* 
tiation, as the refiilt of the heft opinion and expedation that, 
in my opinion, the cafe prefents. 

That America be declared independent. 

That Great Britain and America ihall agree mutually hot 
to enter into any treaty ofFenfive to each other. 

That an open and free trade (hall be eftabliihed between 
Great Britain and America. 

That a mutual naturalization fhall be eftablifbed between 
Great Britain and America. 

That commiilioners be appointed on each part, to negotiate 
a fisderal alliance between Great Britain and North America. 

Sir George Savile feconded the motion. No perfon ofier-» 
ing to anfwer, the Speaker was proceeding to put the c^ueftion. 
General Bureoyne applied to the treafury-pbench, to know 
whether the King's fervants meant to agree to the motion ? 
In which cafe, he faid, he fhould give the Houfe 90 trouhle : 
that otherwife he thought hi mfelf pledged to deliver his fen- 
timents. The call was, ^^ Go on ;'' and General Surging 
proceeded in fubftance as follows : 

I (hall not purfu^ the argument of the honourable gentle- 
man, upon the expediency of parliament being ready fitting 
to deliberate upon the firft intdligence that may arrive from 
your commiiSoners ; that argument has already been too 
ably enforced to requive a fecond : neither^ Sir, after fo long 
an indulgence as I received in ^ former debate^ ihall I again 
prefs ujpon the attention pf the Hmk the de^t \bty owe to 
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national juftice and policy, upon the fubjefl of inquiry : though 
the Gperals'Howe and Carleton may be expeded every day; 
and it was upon their abfence alone, that the greater part of the 
Houfe feemed difpofed tq poftpone fo important and neceflary 
a duty. But, Sir, I (hall reft folely upon a view of the pre- 
fent ftate of this country^ as univerfally compulfive upon the 
underftanding, in favour of the meafure propofed. While 
an enemy is prepared upon the neighbouring coaft, and per- 
haps is at this hour embarking, diffidence, defpondency, and 
confternation, are evident among great part of the people. A 
more fatal fymptom prevails among a greater part s a torpid 
indifference to our impending fate. Men dare not, or will 
not, look into their defperate trircumftances. God grant that 
general panic be not the refult of all thefe demonftrations ! 
for panic is incident, upon fome occafions, to thofe who have 
been moft diftinguifhed for bravery upon others. 

The falvation of the country depends upon the confidence 
of the people in fome part o^the government. The miniftry 
have it not; the whole nation &e, or think they fee, their 
infufficiency; I mean not to apply thefe words grofcly or 
virulently; there are among them many to whofe perfonal 
qualities and talents I bear refpe£t, and to none more than 
the noble Lord in the blue ribband. But talents are relative 
to times ; and it is no reproach to fay, that men, well qua- 
lified for negotiation, finance, or the fmooth current of go- 
vernment, may be totally unfit for their ftations, when the 
crifis requires inftant refource, decifive counfel, animating 
aSion. That thefe are notorioufly wanting, the beft friends 
of the miniflers fhake their heads and confefs. Is there a 
man of common fenfe and common fpirit in the country, 
that does not ftand confounded and aghaft at the late fupine- 
nefs ? that does not think the heralds ought to have accom- 
panied your coach, Sir, when you carried up the addrefs of 
the Commons ; and that the declaration of war at St. James's 
gate (hould have accompanied the anfwer from the throne i 
" Be patient,'' we are told ; " France may repent ; Spain 
yet fpeaks us fair."-^Sir, to be patient in our fituation is to 
be abjed^ : our pufillanimity gives tenfold encreafe to our na- 
tural weaknefs. Patience in private life, under affli<S^ioh or 
difeafc, the ftrokes of fortune, or the hand of Heaven, is a 
virtue of lovely hue; but political enduring — tamely to fuffer 
provocation and injury,— the moft wanton infult that ever 
was offered to a nation^— *! mean the mefTage of the French 
^rpbai&dof ; 
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■ ' Turn thy complexion there, 

Patience, thou yoimg and rofe-Kpp'd cherubin. 
And there look grini as hell.— 
It ivilt be difficult to thofe whd are moft cqnverfant in 
hiftory, and accurate in obfervation, to point out examples^ 
whcrj?, after an alarm, the fpirits of men have renvcd by iiw 
afticin. This nation is put into the ftate of a garrifon, whofe 
out-pbfts are abandoned, whofe failles are ftoptj and who are 
to cbmbat in the body of the place for their laft ftake. I do 
not fay, that men have not fought defperately in fuch fitua-r 

: tfotw J but then they have been brought to extremity by. a pro- 
grefiion of conflifts, and have feen great examples to raifo 
and.ftimulate their public paffions. 1 know of no great exer- 
tions, where the governing councils have fliewn apprehenflon 
and terror, and , coiifequent confufion at the outfet. The 
fuccefs of vigorous meafurcs to reftore an army after a panic 
is almoft invariable ; ancieht hiftory abounds with examples; 
in our own time they are frt-quent. When General Ro- 
manzofF found the Ruffians imprefled with apprebenfions of 
the Turkifli cavalry, his firft meafurc was to lay afide the 
ufe of chevaux de frize, and encamp without entrenchments. 
The revival of the genera! fpirit of a ftate depends upon the 
fame principles. We need not look abroad for examples; 
we have a more ftriking one at home than foreign annals can 
produce, in that immortal year, 1756, the commencement 
of the Earl of Chatham's adminiftration. The moft glori- 
ous tribute we can pay to hrs memory, is to follow his exam^ 
pie. Let minifters vifit his remains, while yet above ground, 
and catch wifdom, and vigour, and 'virtue from the view* 

■ Did he keep fleets atSpithead to prevent invafioh ? Did he 
fear to truft the internal defence of the nation to her own 
fons ? No, Sir, your navy was employed ijji ofFenfive opera- 
tions in every quarter of the globe; and the nation, fupport- 
ed by a juft confidence, were ten times ftrongcr after the 
drfiniffion of the tianoverians and Heffians than before. Every 
(hip became a fleet, every regiment felt itfelf an hoft. 

'We have now a brave Admiral riding at SpLthead, who 
Jcnows the way to prevent invafion by feeking the enemy at 
a diftancc. His fliare of glory in the defeat of Conflans is on 
the minds of his followers ; you cannot grat4fy him or them 
more than to give them a fecond occafion, and, by the fame 
means, to fave their country. The brother of that admiral, 
a member bf this Houfe, [GeneraUKeppel,] bred alfo in th« 
bcft fchools of his profeffion, is fecond in command on fhore^ 
imd lecpnd to one who needs no other praife than that be was 
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the fiavourite, [Lord Airiherft,] and the friend, and the con- 
fidential executor of the arduous plans of the great ftatef- 
man I alluded to.3— Let tbefe men be affiftcd with national 
Q>iTit, and England is not to be fubdued, while a river or a 
hill remains ; without fuch fpirit, another battle of Haftings 
may make another conqueft. 

Sir, I repeat that the beft hope of generating and diffufing 
this genuine ftrength of the mind, to which arms and treafure 
are but inadequate fubftitutes, depends upon the prefence of 
Parliament, *• to provide (according to the words of the mo- 
tion) for every important event at the earlieft notice ;" — to 
ftrengthen the crown, not bv adulatory addrefles, but by fuch 
occafional fanftions, as would give frefh and extra energy to 
its power, pending the emergency that might rfequire it ; to 
ftipport public credit, in Union with the city of London, not 
only by -ccmmon engagements of faith, but by afts of quick 
and encouraging efficacy towards individuals, who might no- 
bly rifk their all in the caufe ; but above all, in full num- 
bers and by general continuance, to exhibit themfelves to the 
world a true reprcfentative of a determined people attacked in 
their vitals 5-^to prove that they are not to be feduced from 
their duty by the allurements of pleafure oi* perfonal intercjft^ 
but have fortitude to await the approach -of the enemy, as 
the Gauls were awaited by the fenators in Rome; and, if need 
were, to receive death in thefe feats, to give example and fire 
to their furviving countryrren. Sir, a Parliament, thus in- 
fpired, (the bccauon, I believe in my confcience, would givcL 
the infpiration,) would fpread immediate and extenfive viene- 
ration and influence. — FaSion in this great city, if faftion 
th^re IS, would be no more ; — majorities and minorities here 
^ould be loft in unanimity for. the public fafety ; — the King's 
name, thus'fupported, would be in truth a tower of ftrength ; 
and the daring attempts of the enemy would only tend to the 
^refent glory and future ftability of the ftate. 

Sir,, thefe are my flncere fentiments 5 and for this free de- 
livery "of them, I doubt not that I (hall read in the morning 
papers of to-morrow that I have thrown myfelf into the arms 
bf opppfition. I am confcious I never did fo true a fervice 
tb the King and to the country as I do in the part Inow 
take ; and whatever may be the idle comments of the day, I 
truft that with the refpeftable' paft of the public, if the term 
cppojitton is to imply blame, it will be applicable only to 
the rejeftion of this motion. If the King's minifters take the 
lead, and exercife their perfuafion for that purpofe, I hold 
l^em to be* the oppofer3 of national fpirit^ oppoferi 6f public 
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virtue, oppo&rs of the moft efficacious means to fave their 
country. Sir, I fcorn to take up this language upon fo piti- 
ful a motive as perfonal refentment. Government, whoever 
are the minifters to conduf^ it, fhallhave my voice when my 
confcience direSs it. That 1 think myfelf a perfecuted man, 
I avowi that I am a marked vidiim to bear the iios that 3o. 
not belong to me, I apprehend ^ but this is not the firft time 
I have flood the frowns of power for parliamentry conduct; 
^nd whatever farther vengeance may be in ftore for me, I 
hope Tihall endure it as becomes me. I am aware that in 
far better times officers have been ftript of their preferments 
for refifting the pofleflprs of that bench. — They cannot take 
from me an humble competence ; they cannot deprive me of 
a qualification to fit here ; they cannot ftrip me, I truft they 
cannot, of the confidence of my conftituents to feat me here j 
they cannot ftrip me — I am fure they cannot— of principle 
and fpirit to do my duty here. 

I never was more excited by thefe motives, and I never 
can be more, than upon the prefent occafion, to give my vote 
in fupport of the motion. 

Mr. Rigby ridiculed the extraordinary mode, as he called 
it, of reafoning adopted by the laft fpcaker, that every man 
who oppofes the prefent motion, or his particular opinions, 
was an enemy to public virtue. He begged leave to differ 
from the honourable gentleman, for he always underftood that 
free debate and liberty of free judgment were the very eilence 
of that Houfe. 

The only argument, he faid, ufed by the, honourable gen- 
tleman who made the motion, for preferring an adjournment 
to a prorogation was, that Parliament might be fitting, and 
ready to affift with their counfels, when an account might be 
fuppofed to arrive from our American commiffi oners, -If this 
was all the honourable gentleman meant to take by his mo- 
tion, it was in h& already complied with ; there was a law 
in being, by which the Crown was enabled to call the Parlia* 
ment, in cafe of actual invafion or rebellion. It was ac- 
knowledged, and had not yet been contradicted, that a rebel- 
lion is exifting ; confequently, though terms of conciliation 
or a£hial refufal on the part of America (hould be received 5 
and that, in confequence of fuch intelligence, the convening of 
Parliament fhould become requifite, his Majefty would have 
it in his power to call it together within the time ftated, which^ 
he believed, on all hands, would be confefTed to be fufEciently 
early to provide almoft againft every poiEble exigency. The 
adjournment was only matter of form. The Speaker, it is 
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true, and die officers of the Houfe, would be obliged to 
attend at certain ftated periods ; but he was certain it would 
be only to meet in order to adjourn ; for he would not be 
able to procure a regular attendance, or indeed any attend«- 
ance. 

He then proceeded to perfonalities againft the honourable 
gentleman who fpoke laft. He faid he was a prifoner and 
had no ri^t as fuch to fpeak, much lefs to vote, in that 
Houfe. He exprefled a wi(h to be tried. The honourable 
gentleman knew, when he deiired a trial, that he cobid not be 
tried; he was upon parole; he was as a prifoner under that 
parole, not at liberty to do any one zA in his perfonal ca- 
pacity. Suppofe, for inftance, the honourable gentleman 
fhould be tried and found guilty, who could punifh him? 
No one certainly. A prifoner is always bound to his firft 
engagement, and amenable to the fiipulations of thofe who 
have prefcribed the terms. To talk, therefore, of trial, with- 
Y>ut the power to punifh, was a farce ; the power to try, implied 
the power to punifh ; or fuch a power meant nothing. 

Take the matter in another point of view; the affair of 
Saratoga has been already inquired into and decided upon* 
He denied both thofe affertion?. Whatever fteps had been 
already taken in the bufmefs, implied neither condemnation 
nor acquittal. He wifhed to be underffood, that there was 
a fault fomewhere; and he would never allow, though there 
was a majority of nearly four to one, .144 to 44, that what 
the Houfe determined on that occafion, was either an acquittal 
or condemnation of thofe who planned, or thofe who exe* 
cuted ; he was fatisfied it was not. A Britifti army was loft, 
the blame muft reft fomewhere ; the prefent was not a proper 
time to inquire, becaufe all the parties could not be prefent, 
and becaufe at no time was that Houfe competent to fuch an 
inquiryl It muft be fent to a military tribunal, where the 
honourable gentlema.i would be tried by his peers. When 
that event took place, if the honourable gentleman fhould 
be honourably acquitted, then it might become a proper 
•fubjeft of parliamentary inquiry. Till, therefore, the ar- 
rival of all the parties concerned, and the difcharge of the 
honourable gentleman from his prefent engagement, (hould 
take place, and in confequence of that he fhould be acquitted, 
the meafures which were committed to his charge could never 
become a matter of ftate, or be agitated in that Houfe. 

Right Hon. T, Townjhend condemned the mode of proceed- 
ing recommended by the laft fpeaker, as deftitute of fpirit. 

He 
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He difapproved of all examination into private duradters^ 
He was fevQre on what he called the illiber^lUy pf the ho* 
nourable gentleman to the unfortunate General, who was la* 
l)ouring for the deareft thing a foldier can po^cfs, hi$ repii- 
tation. 

Mr. Wedderburne faid, the motion was unneceflary, as, by 
hw, during the American rebellion, the King could call the 
Parliacnent in fourteen days, notwithftanding a prorogation { 
which creates a new feffion, in which even recent a6ts maf 
be repealed. He then took occafion to propound doubts re* 
bttve to General Burgoyne's capacity to vote-in Parliament | 
and he argued them, at length, with vifible preparation and 
much learjvng. He referred, very particularly, to the .ftory 
of Regulus; apd, to make the cafes parallel, ftated the Gc«* 
neral as a common prifoner of war (the convention of Sara- 
toga being broke) ; that, confequently, he was not fui juris^ 
but the prefent property of another power. He infifted, wiili 
fiill left expreffion of doubt,' that the General, under his pre^ 
ient obligations, was incapacitated from exercifmg any office^ 
€r bearing arms in this country. 

Gener^ Burgoyne^ in reply, ftgted the miftake upon whick 
Mr.Wedderburne's argument was in a great meafure found* 
ed, viz. that the convention was broken, and that the Gene- 
ral was under the ufual reftridtions of a prifoner of war. 
The convention was declared by the Congrefs not intended 
to be broken, on their j^art, thodgh the execution of It was 
fufpended. The General therefore infifted, that he was un* 
der no other obligation, than that fpecilied in the conveptioni 
** not to ferve in America ;" and that of his parole, ** to 
return at the demand of the Congrefs, and due notice given:" 
that in this country he was free to exercife his rights as a 
citizen and a foldier^ that, fbould the enemy land, though 
the prefent disfavour might preclude him from the cbmoiand 
which his rank, and fome experience, might entitle him to^ 
be trufted the King would not refufe his requeft to take a 
mufquet in defence of his country. He proceeded to argue, 
that even upon the fuppofition that Mr.Wedderburne's pofi<» 
lion had been true in its full extent, and that he had been, di* 
re£Uy, a prifoner of Wdt under parole, he fhould not have 
been incapacitated from adding in Parliament ; and in anfwer 
to the precedents brought from remote ages, he produced One 
of a prefent member [Lord Frederick Cavendifli], who, wheo 
a prifoner in France, after the z&xon of St. Cas, and upoh 
.his parole in England^ (at and voted in Parli^tment, That 

noble 
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nobld Lord,: upion quitting France, bad afked, whcdier any 
reftraint in that refpefl; was meant ? as he ihould certainly 
vote for every meafure that could diftrefs the enemy«-^H< 
was told, that they (hould as foon ihink of refl-raining him 
from getting a child, leftj when it came to mat«rity, it mould 
do them mifchief. 

The. Gtueral proceeded to obferve, thit the cafes, \ti point 
of explanation^ were precifely the fame i for that, before be 
left the army, it had been intimated to him, that there wer^ 
perfons ia Bofton, who doubted whether he fhould not be 
reftriined by parole from taking any part. in Parliament, at 
leafl, ^when America was concerned ; that fbe came to an ex<- 
planation with thofe entrufted with the fentiments^nd powers 
of the Congrefs ; and declared, that if fuch reftraint was in- 
tended, he would remain and die in that country, rather 
than return home.— The idea was aboliflied ; nay, more, it 
was exprefled, that the friends of the Congreis conceived 
rathcfr advantage than injury from the General's prefeoce in 
Parliament; that they wiftied for peace upon proper terms gi 
that they were perfuaded, the General, as a man of tnimft» 
nity, wifhed the fame; that they believed he had honour to 
ipeak truth, and that truth would conduce tO' that defirable end« 

Sir H. Haughtan thought the buflnefs (bould be fufpended 
until the difficulty refpeding the General (hould be fetded* 

The Speaker faid^ it was not a matter of doubt« The 
learned gentleman had argued upon, a fuppofition, that the 
honourable gentleman had not received fo extenfive a pe«^ 
million as he ftanding in his place had affirmed he poflefled. 
As this aflertion could not be difputed, there could not be a 
doubt of the honourable gentleman's right to his feat. 

After this explanation, Mr. Wedderburne acknowledged no 
doubts remained upon the General's rights ; and the Houfe 
were unanimous in the fame opinion. 

Mr. Fox faid, that though he hoped the prejudice infpired 
by the dream of the learned member, for it turned out to be 
no more, on the minds of the Houfe, yet he thought it ne- 
cefiary to (ay this much more: that the leave granted to the 
honourable gentleman, to do his duty in Parliament, was not 
contained in the permiffion for his return and abfence, but 
flood within the knowledge of the Houfe, merely on the 
teftimony of his own information* Having faid this, aini 
believing that no farther argument was neceffary on fo ridi- 
culous a fubjed)^, he begged leave to fa^y a few words to the 
. queftjp:i. 

He 
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He confefled he faw the gr'eateft reafon in the world for 
adopting the meafure of the addrefs^ and not one reafon had 
been urged againft if. Remembering how fatal the laft long 
recefs had been, he could not conceive how any man, in the 
leaft intercfted in the welfare of his country, could think of 
trufting again to the management of the miniftry. On the 
very inftant, when the Houfe were about to think of a con- 
ciliatory plan, it was adjourned for more than fix weeks 
[the Chriftmas recefs], and, in that fatal time, what was the 
conduft of the miniftry ? Though they knew that they were 
about to yield up ev^ry thing they had before denied, and 
by the intiniation of which, in due time, they might have 
prevented -the effedls that have enfued, yet they never made 
the leaft intimation, but gave time for France to conclude 
a treaty, by which every h6pe of bringing America back to 
depenaency is forfeited for ever. They filled up that fpace 
in levying armies, without the knowledge or controul of Par- 
liament, and for that reiafon we muft truft them again, as 
iully and implicitly as we (hould the majority of Parfiamerit. 
Ready 6n all occafions as that majority was to obey the will 
of the minifter — inattentive and negligent as fome, and de- 
pendent as the moft of them were, yet ftill he preferred their 
votes and rheafures to thofe of the adminiftration. An ho- 
nourable gentleman had faid, that they were carrying on war 
at this very time, to the beft of their underftandings, againft 
France and Spain. Looking back upon their conduS, he 
found equal reafon for being difpleafed with their underftand- 
ings here too. What ftroke had they ftruck ? or what ac- 
tive enterprize had they executed ? They had moved an ad- 
drefs to the throne, and they had recalled their . ambaflad^r ; 
this was the extent of what their underftandings had pro- 
duced. In more than two months they had been able to exe- 
cute thefe mighty objeds, and their underftandings deferved 
credit for the happinefs of the contrivance, as well as the ac-^ 
compliftimenc of thefe two things. It was faid, by a learned 

fehtieman, that his Majefty had it in his power to convene 
arliament in fourteen days; fo he has after adjournment; 
and it is better to truft to adjournment, in this cafe, which 
will certainly convene us, than to prorogation, which may 
not do fo. Aye, but, fays the learned gentleman, . by a 
prorogation we (Hall have a new feilion, and then we may re- 
peal the a£h of the prefent ; *' then, fays he, it may be fair- 
ly concluded, that we are to repeal the a£ts of the prefent 
effion." That learned gentleman is the key to the cabinet ; 

he 
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he knows thefecrets of ftate, and he fays we muft, in the 
next feffion, prqbably repeal every thing we have done in 
this 'f he knows that the propofitions of peace will not be ac« 
cepted; he is notfanguine enough to flatter himfelf that 
they will j he knows that the plan is inadequate j the 
conceffions, however humiliating, not fufHcient ; we have 
brought ourfelves fo low, that kneeling before them, with 
conceiEon in our hands, cannot procure us the peace we pant 
for, and we muft repeal before we fucceed. I agree with 
the learned gentleman, that the plan we have propofed is 
inadequate; but if in the prefent feffion we cannot repeal, 
we may vary; and as we do not mean to reftrain the. Ame- 
ricans in any degree, the variation that may be necefTary will 
be in our power. The fituation of his (imourable friend 
. was an incentive towards continuing the feffion of the mod 
powerful nature* He was unfortunate-^fuigularly unfortu- 
nate; and it was the buftnefs of the Houfe, to inquire into 
the caufes of his misfortune, and charge them on the true 
author, whoever he might be. It; was to his honourable 
friend a matter of confdation, though he knew him too well 
to fufped that he preferred private confolation to the good of 
his country; yet, he faid, it might confole him to think, that 
he was not the only unfortunate man who had ferved the pre- 
fent adminiftration. It was the fortune of every man who 
had ferved them to be unfortunate. Every officer in Ame- 
rica was an inftance of the hH. General Gage had not reap- 
ed any laurels in their fervice, nor had Admiral Graves any 
reafon to rejoice at his fuccefs. Sir William Howe had not 
efcaped the misfortunes that overtook their fervants ; though 
crowned with repeated conquefts, he had loft by his fuccefs. 
Lord Howe^s character could not be much hurt by their in- 
iinuationsy rancourous as they have been ; but he has gained 
no additional honour from his exploits in their fervice. The 
manner in which the other gallant officer, Sir Guy Carleton, 
had been treated, needed no comment ; it was upon record, 
and would ftand an example in future, for the inftru<^ion of 
men who might be hazardous enough to attempt to ferve 
their country beneath the aufpices of men who are obliged 
to cover their ignorance and inability, knd fcreen themrelves 
from ignominy and contehfipt, by throwing blame upon the 
men who were unwife enough to aft as they were inftrufted.- 
The concealment >of intelligence delivered to them, under 
any form, was criminal to the higheft degree, when the cha- 
rader of a foldier depends upon the difcovery. He knew not 
A^OL.VIIL A a how 
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how to fpeak of their condu6l and preferve his temper. He 
wondered how ths people could hear of it and withhold their 
refentment. He could not avoid adverting to a circum- 
ftance, which he confefled was new to him. It was a fub- 
eft of praife to a noble Lord, whofc ingenuity he feldom 
ad caufe to applaud ; juft, however, to merit in every in* 
fiance, he could not be blind to it in this ; whefe invention 
was fo rare, it was politic to cherifh the firft appearance of it. 
A timely attention might promote its growth, as good huf- 
bandry, and careful cultivation, made even a barren foil 
fruitful. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon had moft in* 
genioufly created a new fpecies of oratory, and that <rf fo 
divine and fpecific a nature, that it would ferve every occa« 
fion, and refute every argument: — " When we attempt, 
fays the honourable genilerpan, to charge to that noble 
Lord's negligence, or inability, the lofs of America, and 
thereby the deftruSion of national grandeur, natbrml inte- 
rcft, and national credit, he replies, in his new-invented 
language, Well, you may fay this, and fay that ; but I do 
fay again and again, 1 did not lofe America." This reply is 
irrefutable ; what can be urged againft it ? We muft alter 
our accufation, and, inftead of throwing it on the noble 
Lord, condemn General Wafcington, as the only caufe of 
our having loft America. His fuperior abilities had fru- 
ftrated every effort ; we did all that men could do, but he, 
like the arm of Heaven, overthrew our ftrengtb, and made 
us yield to his fuperiority. Arguing in like manner, we 
ought to fay, it was not owing to the head or the heart of 
King James, that he loft the crown of Britain, biit to the 
wickednefs of the times. He did all that men could do, but 
his enemies were the more powerful, and he was fcH'ced to 
fubmit. In the fame manner, if the fleet that failed fix weeks 
ago from the port of Toulon, had attacked 'and taken the 
moft valuable territory of the empire, dcftroyed the fleet, 
and made captive the army in America, we muft not con- 
demn the nfiiniftry as the caufe of our misfortunes, they 
could not avoid it; they did all that men could do, but the 
winds of Heaven were againft them, and the winds of Hea- 
ven were alone the deftroyers we ought to condemn. It has 
been repeatedly urged by the noble Lord, that it is not pbf- 
fible for adminiftration to defend all our extended empire 
from the encroachments of the enemy. True : but is there 
any one part of the empire at this moment defended, except 
^orifmouth ? Have the miniftry put their oym defexifivc pl«x 
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in execution* Ridiculous and inadequate in our fituatioA 
as a defenfive plan is, have they even begun upon that ? Na- 
ture has affifted them mod materially in this taflc. The Gut 
of Gibraltar ba kind of general protection for our Mediterra- 
nean dominions } a fleet ftationed there, prevents thofeofyour 
enemies from failing — and yet, fo blind and indifferent have 
they been, that no fleet is ftationed there for that piirpofe* 
We cannot, as the noble Lord fays, number fliips with France 
and Spain. This fuperiority is multiplied by our acquiefcence. 
It is not the greater number of (hips that a ftate actually pcrfl 
kSkSy but the number empleyed in adion that conftitutes fu«. 
periority. If France has twelve line of battle fhips at fea^ 
while we have forty-two in port; (he is fuperior, Inftead of 
defending, let us attack. One great ftroice of policy muft 
now be attempted, as one great, fudden, unexpected ftroke 
can alone^ in our prefent fituation, fave us. Such a one as 
that which determined the fate of the 1 A war, and fuch a one 
as might now be efFedled. Need he fay that the Spani(h flota 
would be an iSiie to the confliS. To efFed fuch an objeSty 
the hands of government muft be ftrengthened, great, prodi- 
gious fupplies muft be granted, the nerves of war muft be 
ftrained to their extent, and, for that purpofe, we muft con- 
tinue to fit. Money will be wanted in the courfe of the funm 
mer, and it will be neceflary for the Houfe of Commons to 
find it fomewhere. Bad and deplorable as our fituation is, it 
is not defperate. Britain cannot defpair, if her miniUers are 
as able to plan as (he is to execute. 

Lord Nbrth anfwercd particularly to almoft every argument 
of the oppofite party. General Burgoyne had not reafon to 
(ay he was a perfecuted man. That aflertion he could not 
fit and hear, without, at the fame time, feeling the injuftice 
of it. It had been the care of adminiftration to chcrifli his 
merit ; they faw it in its growth, and reward kept pace with 
its progrefs. If to be raiftd above his elder- officers inp the fer- 
vice, was perfecution, he did not wonder, confidering how 
much he had been perfecuted, that he wi(hed for more. He 
did not at all interfere with his political opinions. He might 
throw hi mfelf into the arms oif oppofition, without thereby 
recommending himfclf a bit the more. He did not look for 
merit to any particular part of the Houfe : General Burgoyne 
had a fuperior claim to moft others, wherever he fat. He 
begged the honourable gentleman who fpoke before him, 
not to level his fatire at the majorities of the Houfes of Par- 
liament—they were refpedaUe, unbiafTed, and confident in 
their condu^lj he paid the utmoft deference to tbem, but, in 
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#^« YMMt hft^frVx^ He ImA nc:srcr tcxxdbed aa t&at poin^ 
Muf K^ ^i/fce^ fo be fittnt «i i^ He h*!, oa a fenncr diwy 
riy<(n hH 4^riis6f? f^ the pr^rMf of uaetctpdxig the Sparnlk 
iir>f4^ h fr/>fiVf rwe be h6fiK>or^b{e, afu! fheref:2rt h woaSd 
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flfiAl le^ft^ fHpt^i^ muit be guxttd and the utmoft cffi)rts 
friai^^ irttfrt ^hfi fammet. He hoped they would be made, and 
h0 0%pifiUA ihey wfnsU hff (ucceUfuL 

Mr, ffufh C4jtt\4 nut^ he f;»fd, bare die moft diftant cooi- 
pKf'ittm m'Aik between the majorities of Parliament, and the 
fft)ftofHyf with/mt feeling refentment at the pretended equa- 
hly, liUnd^ biafl^d, 2m manacled, as die majorities have 
of lafe beertf ftill the dignity of the Houfe, and the re- 
toWfiO'wn iff what majorities were formerly, induced him 
lA rfprehrnd fo unequal a comparifon« Majorities have 
Ifffrii eiimpofedy even in this fcffion, of the independent 
psrt ol the Hoiife. 'i'hc opinion of the minority, by con- 
tinuing the Tame for yean together, brought them, by the 
trunficTon of the contrary opinion, into the largeft majo- 
tlfy thut ever the prefcnt sdminidration were bleft wid>. 
Mlnorlti^n have become majorities, by the abfurdity, in the 
lirll Inflnncci and Inflexibility, in the fecond, of the miniftry^ 
llf could nut avoid reverting to the dream of the learned gen« 
llrmttn, nor e no\igh wonder, reflecting on his amazing faga- 
city^ that he fliould have been reduced to the incapacity of 
o\iotlnjt examplea from the records of barbarity. The. con- 
iloCt t»f war in the days of Rome, is, indeed, a very proper line 
li^r tntr>« It would have been die misfbrtune of diat learned 
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gendeman, if he had been made a prifoner in thofe days^ 
to have been fet up to public (ale, with his doubts, and his 
ribbons about his neck, and been fold for a flave. He wa(^ 
happy that his dream was fo foon, and fo eafily read, and that| 
like all dreams, it had been born in the weaknefs of the brain^ 
and had ended in nothing. He begged leave to fay, to an ex- 
pr^i&on, that had fa.I]en from an honourable gentleman, and 
aafwered to by the noble Lord, fomething in favour of oppo- 
litipn. It was npt his wifh, that any gentleman fhould join 
with oppofitibn, before he had well confidered the principles 
he entertained, and the conduct of the party he was about to 
join. To young members he invariably faid, that he. would 
rather wi(h them to join adminiftration, than to adhere to 
oppofition, before their piinds are made up. It was fo much 
more Ihameful to change from, oppofition to adminiftration, 
than from the latter to the former, that he begged them to bo 
cautibus and confiderate in their choice. If the honourable 
gentlema/i did mean to join with the part of the Houfe to 
which he adhered, he would only fay, that he would join with 
a fet of men, as wife, as difinterefted, and as worthy as ever 
exifted, engaged in the greateft and the belt of caufes. He 
begged to fay to the noble Lord, who denied himfelf to be thq 
€aufe of American defalcation, that if he would not confefs 
that he had, through wilful blindnefs, loft that continent, he 
muft be forced to acknowledge that he had been the dupe of 
interefted individuals. He had been mifinformed, mifadvifed, 
and had mifconduiEled the whole aiFair. He had not intended, 
perhaps, tojofc, but he bad loft America. 

Mr# Turner informed the Houfe, that there were vefTels in 
the Bay of Dunkirk, readv to fail, ,at an hour^s warning, fit 
to carry 30,000 men. Marftial Broglip was on the coaft— ▼ 
30,000 men were iq readinefs, and an invafion was undoubt* 
edly the defign. Was it not therefore a coniideration of the 
moft material weight, for the Houfe to provide againft that 
danger, by fitting, and deliberating, from day to day. 

The queftion was called for and put ^ the Houfe divided fof 
the motion 53, againft it 105. Adjourned to June 2»- 

yune 7,^ 

Sir yames Lowther got up, and begged leave to wave the 
motion which he had pledged himfelf to the Houfe to make 
refpeSing a dower for the Ouchefs of Cumberland j declin-^ 
ihg it for the prefent, becaufe of his Majefty's having taken 
into confideration the cafe of the Duchefs of Gloucefter > he 
therefore concluded be wauld now make a fimilar provifioa 
iox the other brangh of the Royal Family, —After this, Sir 
A 9 5 ^ Jao^e* 
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James reviewed the Irifh and Roman Catholic bills, and hoped 
the two nobles who patronized the former, and the honour- 
able gentleman who brought in the latter, would declare what 
length they meant to go in their future bills which they in-> 
tended to bring in the next feflion on the fame grounds, that 
they might not be hurried through in a fimilar manner to the 
laft, but that Parliament might know what they were doing. 
He likewife faid fomething about the Diffenters objedlions ta 
the Catholic bills. 

Earl Nugent openly declared it was his intention, early in 
the next fefHon, to move for the Irifli import bill ; and for this 
plain reafon, becaufe the export bill, without it> would avail 
them nothing. Ireland could not afford to give long credit, 
which however (he muft be neceffitated to do, unlefs in her 
commerce with our plantations flic was permitted to barter 
for, and import their commodities. Contending at the fame 
time, that their prefent national necefEties demanded this in- 
dulgence of the Englifli Parliament. 

Sir Giorgi Tonge faid, he fliould oppofe the bill, becaufe 
the prefent neceffitieS of Ireland were created by her voting 
films of money to government which they were unable to 
pay. ' 

Lord Newhaven faid, he fhould move early in the next fef- 
fion for the import bill to be brought in, not even excepting 
fugars, though he found the noble Lord was inclined to give 
it up. 

, Mr. Gilhiri faid, he fliould propofe an inquiry into the trade 
of both countries, before he voted for any more commercial 
bills at all. 

Sir George Savih now rofe to explain himfelf refpefting the 
Roman Catholic bill, and aflured the Houfe, the Diflenters 
were very anxious for the Catholics to e^joy the fullcft privi- 
leges with the refl: of his Majefty*s fubjefts. 
- Sir James L&wther now moved for an addrefs to his Majefty, 
imploring him moft ♦' gracioufly to continue his Parliament 
fitting by adjournments, till a happy termination might be 
put to the prefent public exigencies." He fupported thit mo- 
tion principally on the impoflibility of felefting the members 
from the remote parts of the kingdom in time, fliould his Ma- 
jefty find it ncceifary to call them together, in confequence 
of the right vefted in him to convene his Parliament within 
fourteen days. 

Sir Philip yennings Gierke feconded the motjon, on the ge- 
neral grpundof neceflityi faid^ the nation was in imminent 
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danger, for that he had been informed, ftnce be came into the 
Houfei that the Breft fleet had been ktn within a few leagties 
of Plymouth i he faid, he was more particularly for the motion 
from the old adage, that ^^ in the multitude of counfellors 
there was fafety." 

E^ Nugent faid, he fancied, that if even the motion was 
parried, the laft fpeaker would be difappointed in his hopes, 
as he believed very few counfellors would remain in town. 
[Here a flight altercation took place between his Lordfhip 
^ni the Speaker about order.] 

Mr T. Luttrell approved of the motion upon the fame 
grounds with the former fpeakers \ adding, there was a valt 
deal of buflnefii that he knew required the attention of Parlia-i> 
ment at this crifis. Said, he had a motion to make relative to 
the manning of the navy, of which he had long given previous 
notice to the Houfe, He roundly afTerted, that though the 
feamen voted by Parliament were 60,000, yet the utmoft the 
admiralty had ever muflered was in September laft, when the 
number was 51,000. 

Mr. Penton^ one of the Lords of the admiralty, got up, and 
faid, it was a very eafy matter to make fuch aflertions as he 
had juft heard, but not quite fo eafy to prove them ; which he 
/would demonftrate from the oflicial paper then in his* hand; 
for, ikotwithftanding the honourable gentleman had advanced^ 
that there were never more than 5I5OOO Teamen, he would as 
roundly aflTert, and prove alfo, that there were' borne on the 
books the 31ft of December laft, as proved at the navy board^ 
^and which could admit of no impofition whatever, that 59,869 
feamen, including marines, which are included in the vote of 
parliament above alluded to, were borne, and at the fame time 
there were aftually mufterpd 56- 704. 

Mr. T. Luttrell faid, he fuppofed thefe accounts were made 
up in the like manner as thofe which were laid before the 
Houfe, refpeiSling the (hips, &c, on the Jamaica flation^ among 
which the Niger, and two others that were ftated, he faw him* 
felf a few days after in Cowcs road« 

Mr, Penton faid, that was very probable, for if thofe veflels^ 
were either going to Jamaica with convoy?, or returning from ^ 
thence on the fame bufinefs, they were ncceflarily dafled un- 
der the fhips on the Jamaica ftation. 

Honourable Mr. Fit^patrick faid, he fancied he could fur- 

tilth the Houfe with an additional reafon or two for the necefn 

fity of their continuing 1:0 fit. He was juft arrived from Amer 

fipa^ an4 fin^e h^ foupd the noble Loii'.d who {>refided in that 
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department did not think proper to lay any of the intelligence 
before them he had received from Sir William Howe by the 
famb {hip he came over in, he would endeavour to give them 
all the information in his power* He (ailed the 25th of 
April; the draft of the conciliatory bill had been received 
ten days before that ; but^ inftead of being publiihed in the 
proper way, in order to produce the defired efk(^ it was 
only pofted up, and di^perfed among the lower clafs ; no no- 
tice whatever of it having been fent either to the Congnefs or 
to Qeneral Wafhington. The biU was ill received by our 
own army; they thought themfelves reduced thereby to 1 
very humiliating fituation : they were promifed a reinforce*? 
.ment of 20,000 men, inftead of which th^y were to receive 
a French £eet. He faid he had had a conference with two or 
three people high in the confidence of Congrefs, who treated 
the conciliatory .bill with contempt ; faid, if it had come from 
Lord Chatham it would have been received, but not from the 
prefent nriniftry. He ccnllired the condu6l of government 
for their treatment of General Burgoyne ; and fuppofed that 
Sir William Howe, jwho was now on his pafiage to England, 
would meet with aiimilar reception. He had leariit, fmce his 
arrival in England, to be aftoni(hed at nothing ; for fince two 
men of fuch oppoiite. principles had gone out with the Ame-, 
rican commiffion, he £hould not be furprifed at any thing that 
might happen;, but he thought they fliould at leaft have 
gone out in two ihips, without they had con^e to a previous 
agreement, before they failed, not to mention the word Ame- 
rica for fear of quarrelling. He concluded his fpeecb by laying, 
the people of Falmouth, where he landed, difcovered fuch an 
anxiety to know how matters went on iiK America^ that he 
thought from thence this country itfelf was not very remote 
from a civil tumult. 

hotd. George, 6er?naine.aep]\ci'y&\i, what the honourable 
gentlemen had fpoken as coming within his own knowledge, 
he had no right to doubt ; but he muft beg leave to undeceive 
him and the Houfe with refpe£l to matters which he advanced 
from the information of other perfons. becaufe, if fuch fa£ls 
exifted, he muft have been apprized ot them likewife, which 
was not the cafe. As to the reinforcement of 20^000 men, 
he had never made nor heard of any fuch prbmife. The 
general officer had not, as he knew of, been ill treated by 
any part of adminiftration, nor did he complain or any things 
except not being admitted into the royal prefence, which wis 
jufiified by precedent. Every thing had been done th^t the 
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nature of his fituatlon would admit of; a board of general 
officers bad been called to inquire into his conduct, who re^- 
ftifed to take cognizance of it. This, however, did not pre- 
vent the genera's ftating his whole condud to Parliament^ 
which he has been permitted to do in the ampleft manner. 
With refpcft to Sir William Howe's difpatches, which were 
received but yefterday, he had hardly time to read them over 
himfelf before he fent them to his Majefty, and therefore he 
couM not have ftated them to the Houfe if he had thought it 
necefiary. In regard to America not receiving the conciliatory 
bill becaufe it came from the prefent minifters, if that was 
die only impediment to peace, it might foon be removed, for 
he would willingly refign his employment whenever it appeared 
that his holding it prevented the conciliation fo much to be 
wiflied. . . 

The Houfe divided, for tfie prorogation 94, againft it 54^ 

June I. V 

Mr. Temple Luttrell recommended it to the admiralty board 
to fubftitute, in the place of impreffing, the plan of hiring 
feamen for three years, widi a bounty on their voluntary en* 
trance. He enforced this advice with many powerful argii« 
ments, and proved, as fsir as reafon and experience can con- 
vince, that it was the only mode, in the prefent iituation, that 
can be efFedual. Many thoufand able and experienced fea^ 
men were, at this time, totally k>ft to the country by being 
concealed among their friends. The dread of impreffing, rm, 
the fear of engaging in the fervice for the war, was the only 
reafon that induced them to flv. Remove the fufpicion they 
entertain of being kept for life, and they would repair wi^ 
cheerfulnefs to the fhip fide, and accept the bounty. 

The Commons were this day fent for to the Houfe of 
Lords, when the King put an end to the feffion by a fpeech 
from the throne, which fee at the end of the Lords debates^ 
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^be following Speech was delivered on the 2^th ofMzy in thi 
Houfe of Commons^ by the Hon. James LuttrelK 

THOUGH I defpair, from any thing I can fay, to awakea 
mintftera to a fcnfe of their duty, when fo many gentlemen 
of much greater abilities and importance than myfelf h^ive 
failed in the attempt; jvet, when I refie£l a moment on the 
prefent times — times, oir, of general outcry of an invasion, 
pf the failure of public credit, the excefs of taxes^, the decline 
of commerce, the bankruptcy of merchants, the murmurs and 
^fcontent of our fellow-fubjefts, and when we have been 
told that our fleets and armies are fcarcely fuificient to pro- 
tect this iilahd and its foreign dependencies, much lefs ade* 
quate to revenge the groffeft infults and indignities ever dared 
to be offered to tKe Crown :of England by the Houfe of Bour- 
bon — indignities announced, by a meffage from his Majefty-;^ 
infults .wacmly acknowledged by the minifl:er3 in full Parlia- 
fnent^HHOtt (ahumiliatiiig a period of our hiftory, with the fword 
of .Great Britain fheathed in difgraee; I cannot find myfelf 
ieated.'in riie prcfcnce of -men who have brought fo much 
4iihonour and calamity on my country, without perfevering to 
reprobate' their paft condud-^without the utmoil: jealoufy and 
flAiftruft of thm feiture conduct. 

The papers now upon the table are proofs prefented to us 
hr goveoiBf^cnt that they had full and timely intelligence of 
the armament at Toulon ; they knew its prpgrefs regularly 
from the 3d^ of January till it failed on the 13th of April, 
with a fair wind; and though that fleet was but feven or 
eight days moderate fail from the Streights of Gibraltar, it 
was faffered to be at fea eighteen days^ and none of our fhips 
ordered out, or foand to be in readinefs to proceed againfl: 
that fleet, either by ftrengtbcning our force in the Mediter* 
Tanean, or upon any other plan whatfoever ; for it was not 
till the I ft of May, when the wind changed to the weft ward, 
that Admirial Byron received his orders. The nation will 
judge whether minifters have afted like wife men, who made 
proper ufe of intelligence, or like perfons taken by furprife, 
and totally ignorant of the operations of France. Their con- 
duft is fomewhat fimilar to that extraordinary general. Prince 
Charles of Lorraine (now governor of the Low Countries) 
who having received certain intelligence that the King of 
Prufiia intended to furprife his camp, furprifed the King of 
Fruiiia by getting drun^ and making no preparations tor a 
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defence; by which means his army of So^cOo men was cut to 
pieces, and defeated by the King's army of only 25,000. 
^. I beg leave to yemind the Houfe, that the Conciliatory 
fiills are founded on a principle that we are able to contend 
with France, Spain, and Anrierica. How does it agree with 
that principle to find difficulty in oppofing one lingle French 
fquadron? 

The minifterial argument, that becaufeall is in dangor^ 
we muft only look at home, may be conflftent with their fa-> 
vourite felfifli policy in the extreme j , but I truft the nation 
has more enlarged ideas, and therefore think the failing 
of the Toulon fleet cannot be too often repeated; the 
negle^ ^f minifters, which made that fleet of confequence» 
cannot be too much cenfured. As a member of this Houfe I 
muft think it my duty to inveftigate the charge; but, Sir, I 
am called upon by additional confiderations, for I was bred ia 
a profeflion in which I was early taught to look up with eniu«« 
lation and refpedb to thofe great naval chara£^ers who have 
fo often diftinguifhed themfelves, at the hazard of their livet^ 
in their country's fervice, and done all that men could do to 
merit the efteem of the people^ to merit a fair and honourable 
protection from the Crown and Parliament. Need I fay^ 
Sir, that Lord Howe is one of thofe charaders ; or that to fes 
him facrificed and betrayed mufl give every honeft nuMi 
pain ? I cannot therefore pay a compliment to that fort of 
candour in minifters which confiils in pretending to be fo 
careful of this ifland that fo gallant an admiral was not 
thought of till too late to fend him any affiflapce, or even 
intelligence. 

I have heard miniilers plead, that they knew not the def« 
ti nation of the Toulon armament : I fhould imagine their in* 
telligence that eighty matters of merchant vefTels were fent to 
Toulon aspilots ; their intelligence that paflengers of diftinc^- 
tion, anfwering to the defcription of emiflaries from the court 
of France, were to embark ; added to the haflinefs of the 
equipment, and the ilrength of the fleet, would have alarmed 
minifters to prepare for its deftination being to America, 
VVere minifters ignorant that our army in America depends 
for fubfiftence or retreat upon our fuperiority by fea? Weire 
they ignorant that afcattered fleet is not a match for one that 
is united ? Were they ignorant that a fingle (hip can outfail 
a fleet ? And ought not a man of vv^ar to have carried intelli- 
gence to Lord Howe of a fuperior fleet to his own ftanding to 
the weftward ? If minifters could not fpare a fquadrpn, wa^ 
the objeft hazarded not worth fparing one fingle fhip? 

Minifters^ 
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Minifters knew the Toulon armament was deflincd to com- 
mit hoftilities againft us. Were they ignorant that we arc 
unprepared to contend with it in any ^art of the globe ? 
Ought not a fleet then to have been ready to oppofe it ? ought 
not the fame Admiral, and the fame (hips, to have been ready 
to fail from Spithead in time, when wind was fair, inftead of 
delaying till it was too late, and the wind contrary ? Could 
no privy council .be fpund between January and May, to de- 
termine how to aft, fhould the Toulon fleet put to fea? Were 
they all that time wrangling who fhould have the reverfion of 
tjie Cinque Ports ? or are. they totally J ndiflFerent how many 
gallant oflicers, fhips or troops, are ^crificed through their 
wavering policy of extreme rafbnefs, or extreme indolence 
and fomnolency ? 

What is the fituation of Lord Howe i Was he fent to 
America to watch the motions of the French, or to protect 
the army, and to fcatter his fleet along the coaft, to prevent 
the Americans from interrupting our commerce i Lord Howe 
is known to be as vigilant as he is brave ; but it may be difli- 
cult to enter into his great mind, that an infulted flag is parad-^ 
' ing at Spithead ; or that miniAers, who promifed to be his 
tnifty centinels upon Europe, have flept on the watch, or been 
regaling at a mere puppetrjQiew ; while that gallant admiral, 
without time to colleci his Mattered (hips, is fufFered to be at- 
tacked by a fleet fuperior to his own— a fleet from France-^ 
a fleet efcaped from under the eye of government, and gone 
forth in defiance of that boafted navy of Great Britain, which 
the Earl of Sandwich fo often pledged his faith to be fuperior 
to the united fleets of France and Spain. That boafted navy, 
which, by the grants upon our journals, appears to have coft 
this nation, in the eight years of that Earl's adminiftration^ 
twice as much as the eight years of the laft war. 

Had a fingle (hip been fent in time to Lord Howe, with 
orders to prepare, perhaps the great naval (kill of that Admi-p 
ral, joined to the abilities of the gallant officers who ferve un^ 
der him, might have united a force, and fo m'anaged it, as to 
have protected that part of the coaft where General Howe's 
army is employed*^ But then we muft judge of Lord Howe's 
fleet by his returns in November, and attribute to the confi* 
dence which miniftry place in our running no hazard of de- 
feat in America ; that allowing for the Briftol gone to Jar 
maica, and a fixty-four gun (hip returned home, that there 
remain the Eagle 64, St. Albans 64, Reafonable 64, Non* 
fuch 64, Somerfct 64, <?enturion 50^. Pr^fton 50, Ifis 50, 
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Experiment 50, Renown 50, Phoenix 40,* Rainbow 40, Roc- 
back 40, the Ardent 64, and Trident 64, on their paflage 
out. In all (even fail of the line, five fifty-gun {hips, three 
forty- gun (hips, and about twenty- fix frigates, with the advan- 
tage of fmaller rates to fupply the fleet with men. But Par- 
liament muft fee that, under the moft flattering circumflances, 
that fleet could not protC(a the Delaware, New York, Nova 
Scotia, and Canada. 

But what Ihall be faid fevere enough of miniflers, if they 
have hazarded fo formidable an attack from the French, not 
only without the advantage of Lord Howe to command our 
fleetj but perhaps deprived of half the (hips I have before 
ftated ; for, if report fays true. Lord Howe, in the Eagle, 
with two fixty-four gun (hips, and fome frigates, are now in 
their paflfage home. Others only fay, that a part of our ibips 
are ordered to return, but not Lord Howe. Sir, if either of 
thofe reports are founded on truth, what fort of a fleet will 
then remain in America to proteft the Britilh army ? Or 
ihould any fquadron of ours be met on their paflfage home by 
the Toulon fleet, would they not be facrificed through the 
fatal negledl of miniftry ? For though I will admit that it 
might not have been Count D'Efl:aing*s original plan to have 
fleered to intercept them, yet when we. confider the ftrong 
fouih-weft winds which blowed in the beginning of May, 
which would have driven the French fleet (if in the wcftern 
ocean) up into our northern latitudes, it is no longer impro- 
bable that our men of war fhould be met on their paflage 
home) and be taken by fo fuperior a force. 

A Mediterranean fleet of obfervation was the more necef- 
faryjbecaufe a fair wind depends not only upon the place 
bound to, but the place bound from ; whereas a fquadron fent 
from our channel, having the fame wind with the French fleet, 
might not find equal advantages to fliape a courfe for America, 
and thereby arrive too late to be of any utility. 

How far the refources of this country, its fea and land 
forces, are equal to contend with France, Spain, and Ame- 
rica, miniiters, who have made the tafk inevitable, muft an- 
fwcr to the nation. But I do fay, if Parliament is fo panic- 
ftruck about invafions — is grown fo very humble, and infig- 
nificant, as to give up all hopes of revenging the infults of 
the Houfe of Bourbon, and bafely mean to yield up the do- 
minion of the feas to our natural enemies, without fl:riking 
one blow, for the ancient honour and reputation of the Brici(h 
flag; Parliament ought, at leafl, in comthon juflice to the 
chara^ers of gallant oflicers, who have lived io ferve their 
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country in better days, and under better minifters, to have 
iecured to them a fafe and honourable retreat, which the army 
and tiavy in America may, through the fetal treachery and 
iicg!e6l of minifters, be totally cutoff from, for want of timely 
intelligence, and a proper addition of Chips; and, (hould the 
band pf Providence have interpofed fo much in our favour, as 
to have rendered eighteen days ineffcftual to the defigns of 
France, and fo ordered the winds, that, whilft they blew ftrong 
at eaft, both in the Channel and Mediterranean! when the 
French fleet failed, and, though the wind did not change to 
the weft ward with us till the ift of May, that it fhould have 
changed in the Mediterranean foon after Comte D'Eftaing, 
I believe fo providential an event would not be attributed to 
the prayers of the Earl of Sandwich, or be fufficient to convince 
the nation of the vigilance, forefight, and wife precaution ol 
government. 

I fhall take this opportunity to fay a few words relative to 
the armament at Cadiz. I have heard it faid^ that it is only 
meant td protect their galleons. But can we be a moment 
^ deceived in the intentions of the Spaniards, when we fee them 
fend out a force equal to the utmoft exigency of .being abfo- 
futely at war with Great Britain. Is it not a proof, that they 
do not expeft to be at peace with us, even till the month of 
June, when, at the lateft, their galleons (hould arrive? Is it 
not a proof, that they, too, have figned the treaty ? Whatever 
be the real deftination of that armament, let me remind the 
miniftry, that the review is over, and Gibraltar defencelefs. 

As to an invafion, I have too great an opinion of the fpirit 
of Engli(hmen, to dread its conf<^uences. I hope, like wife, 
that we have at laft got a fleet to guard our coaft. We know 
we have an admiral to command it, [Keppel,] juftly confided 
in by this country, and whom the French and Spaniards dread| 
by their dear-bought experience. 

I cannot fit down. Sir, without touching on the difficulty 
which gentlemen on that fide the Houfe have exprefled, to 
reconcile to their underflandings the warlike order of the mi* 
nority members, who fo long reprobated the civil contefts. 
I think I can, in very few words, prove my conduft to be 
confiftent, if not to their fatisfadion, at leaft to their con- 
viftion. 

I never mean to retraft my opinions on that fubjeft, I ac- 
knowledge I wiihed the Americans fuccefs, as long as you 
waged an unjuft, ra(h, and favage war againft them, without 
• holding out redrefs of grievances^ and conftitutional terms of 
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peace. And, Sir, the fame fentiments which warmed me in 
their caufe, muft animate me to call ftrenuoufly upon miniftry 
for vigorous meafures againfl: France and Spain. It is becaufe 
I glory in oppofmg Arbitrary Power, and never wifh to fee 
defpotic principles eftabliflied in the conftitution of Great 
Britain, whether by the arms of our enemies, or through the 
treachery of our minifters. 

I lhall give my hearty vote for the Ri{ht Hon. Member's 
motions. They are founded on ftrong incontrovertible fafb, 
furnifhed by government themfelves* 



In the debate on the contradors bill, Governor Pownall's 
fpeech, page 255, is miftated. He voted for the bill's going 
to a committee ; becaufe, as he obferved, the fenfe of .the 
Houfe had already been twice taken upon it, and a refpe<Sbable 
majority having both times appeared in favour of it, he thought 
there was an indecency upon afmall majority to refufe fending 
the bill to a committee. 
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Bull, Mr. Alderman, laments the 
little confidence there is to be pla- 
ced in miniilerial afiTurances 182 

— confiders the prefent war as 
founded on injaftice, apd execu- 
ted in inhumanity ib. 

— : — reprefents the fole views of ad- 
miniftration, to enrich and aggran- 
dize themfelves ; to plunder, im- 
poverlfh, and eoflave the people 

183 

Buller, Mr. moves for the fupply for 
the fervice of the navy 25 

Burke, Mr. moves for papers, rela- 
tive to the employing the Indiana 
in the American war 3 

■ dates what a war by Indians 

is 4 

— — confiders the apologies that 
had been made for employing the 
Indians ^ 

(hews the monftrons expence 

of that kind of ally 6 

— ' — • touches upon the burning 
the towns of Fsdmouth and Nor- 
folk 7 
' '■ enters upon Lord Dunmore'a 
attempt to excite an infurredion 
of the negroes ib* 
B b ^^\\s^^ 



T N D E X. 



Burke^ Mr. (hews the little grounds 
the Americans had to confide in us 

8 

■ I.I" moves for copies of all trea- 
ties and CQnventioris with the In- 
dians of North America 1 7 

■ .: makes four other motions, all 

which receive a negative \b» 

obferves, that the afTurances 

of the minifter were conftantly in* 
a regular, fucceflive, uniform ftate 
of conttadidlion to each other 23 

. ■■ I ■' throws the fine gilt book of 
ellimates at the treafury bench 30 
• confiders the miniilry as \exy 



improper perfons 10 nominate coir, 
miffioners 48 

confiders the Houfe-tax bill 

as a bill of punifhment upon the 
citizens of London 173 

" objefts to paying for hatchets, 
tomohawks, fcalping-knives, &c. 
for the ufe of the Indians 17^ 

• confiders Ireland as the chief 



dependency of the firitifh Crown 
confiders the Crown raifing 



troops without the confent of par- 
liament as unconftitutional 206 

" laments that this country is 

refluced to the poor dependence 
of hopes and prayers, the arms of 
bid women 263 

^ '" ' confiders the trade of Ireland 
; as kept under the moft cruel, op- 
preflive, and unnatural reilridion 

i- ■■■ . ■ reprefents the Irifh as a very 
peaceable people ' 266 

' defends the minority 354 

Burgoyne, Gen. fpeaks in defence 
of Mr. Hartley's motion for con- 
tinuing thefefTion of parliament 344 
■ ■I' m . complains of perfecution 

34? 

- replies to Mr. Weat!-''- 

3SO 

** his fpeech on Mr. Vyner's 

motion for an cnqniry into the Sa- 
racoga buHttcfs 308 



Byng, Mr. confiders-* the -Houfe^tfc 

as oppreffive and injurious 173 

-— — i* ipeaks in behalf of the Irifh 

■; . .1.85 

exprefTes his afbnifhmentat the 

ixifolence of the minifler floo 

— ^ accufes Lord North pf moAer. 

ing all his forces to oppofe the con- 

tradors bill 253 

Campbell, Lord Frederick, coio- 

plains of the partiality in which 

provifion was made for the Ame- 

rican fufFerers 149 

Canada, proceedings . of the Houfc, 

on the expedition there 161 

. Cavendifh, Lord John, calls the k- 

lious attention of the.Houfe to the 

ruinous ftate of the nation^. 24 

— : wifhes that a'provifion was 

made for the defcendaats of the 

■ late Lord Chatham 284 

City of London, petition for leave to 

bury the Earl of Chatham in the 

Cathedral of St, Paul lig 

Clerk, Sir Philip Jennings, confiders 

Lord North's conciliatory plam as 

ah ad of neceffity, not of choice 

animadverts on his Lord(hip*s 

account of the ftrength and fpirit 
of the nation 4^ 

■ ■ ■ compares Lord North to an 
unikilful navigator . 4^ 

thinks the Americans can ne- 
ver treat with a man who has ilL- 
treated and abufed them, added 
infult to injury, and waded deep 
in their blood 43 

. ■■-. gives notice of his intended 

motion relative to cohtradors 186 

confiders the prefent racp 



burne 



of niiniders as a fet of dangerous 

men 142 

alludes to the (hamefW 



management in the gold contra& 
. conuQcr: roiMraflts to mcoi' 



bers as an arraiit job, and as cre- 
ating dangcrotts inftaence in the 
Houft ^ 



I N D E X 



Clerk» Sir PhiHp JenniDgs^ moves for 
a bill to prevent members taknig 
acontradwith go^rnment 244 

^ ■ i fpeaks in ' defence of the 
contradcft^ bill ' 2;i 

> tonfiders the objedl of that 



bill as' to take care the public are 

not defrauded 452 

CMioUf, Mr. rtfes to (late thedangc- 

' rons and dcfencele^ ftate of Ireland 

151 
Coptvay, €red. expfeileshis refentment 
atithe treatment we had received 
from France •■ 15 5 

■ » ■ expreflfes very little apprehen- 
- iion from the fear of^n invafion 

156 

■ confidert the Ameri<Xin8 as 
already an independent ftate 157 

Cooper, Sir Grey, rifes to move for 
t^e third reading of the American 
c#mmiffioiiers bill 64 

«■■ takes a general furvey of the 

ntility of that bill 6; 

■ t ,^ prefenti «o the Houfe ai^ti- 
. cles of agreement between the 

Lords of the treafury and -Mefl!^ 

Barley and Drammond for foreign 

'money . : ? ■ jgg 

* ' ■ moves for a further pfovifion- 

• for the Amerioan refugees • 2*48 
ComwalU Mr. attributes the great 

* expenditure to the enormous rife of 
- ' all the materials ufed in (hip bniM- 

ing, &c, 179 

• ' '■" Is of opinion =that parHa- 

meqt are not competent judges, 

* refpedling the Saratoga bufinefs '^2 3 
Coxe, Ml*. H. foretells the a]pproach 

of a French war i^S 

Debates on the fupply of-the navy 9^ 

■■ '■ on Lord North's^ motions- to 

: bring in conciliatory bills ^ith 
. America > "55 

— — — on the motion to-aj^int 

Gommiffi<Hi«rs ■ ;"• 46 

■ " on the motion to refittel Ihe 

MafiaGharett^si charter aA 50- 

■ ■ , ■ ^^tia.:tha^4omauttc^Vbn the 
'conciliatbry bills i" 55 



Debates on the (late of ihe navy 9 g 
— — on Mr. Grenville's motidn 
for papers relative to the tr«aty be- 
tween France and America 133 
— — — on the motion for an addrefs 
to the king ',^3^ 

' on the Canada papers 161 



— — — on.continuing the conviA a^ 

■ ■ ■ ■ '-»7i' 

— on the firft- reading of -ihe 

houie-tax bill * ~~ *7*" 

■ — on the army fupplics--^i74 

on Col. Barry's iftodoil f<tt a 

committee to inquire into th« ' }sx^ 
penditure of the public money 175 

.* Oh' Sir William MefedM^'s 

motion to repeal the declaratorjr 
a£t 204 

-i on the trade of Ireland 206 

— on the provifion bill for the 

King's children 209 

on Mr. 'Powys's motibn to 

give further in(lru6lions to the 

American commiffioners %^^ 

' on a motion for a bill to ex- 



clude contra^ors from a feat in the 

Houfe of Commons ' s^z 

— — on the array recruiting bill, 

■ «47 

; — on a motion to repeal the 

Quebec a£l 248 

" on granting a fura for the 

American refugees 249 

' on the contraftor's bill 25 1 

-— on the King's raeiTage for a 

vote of credit 256 

w. on the Iri(h importation bill 

261 
OD' (he death of Lord Chat- 
ham 28a 

. — on the bill in favour of the 

Roman Catholics aSj 

oh Sir William Meredith's 



- motions, refpedling the French fleet 

297 

Dundks, Mr. Henrys, aiknowledges 

that the meafure of taxation- in 

America cannot be carried into 

exetution . 77 

!■ ■ * — isf rather foi* forming a 

B b 2 ^5^%^:^ 
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ftederal uidoh, thatflofing Aroerica^ 
totally ... 159 

Dundaa, Mr. Henry, .confiders the 
plan of the Canada /;?cpeditioq as 
a wifeonf . 166 

■ • . >M reprefents the power pf Bri- 
: t^n as fo£cient to checic France, 
- and recover America 241. 

Qu9ning> Mr. wifhes to preferve the 
:.llep$ndenc« Qf.APfri^a^ 241 

•^..1.^ ^^feconds the mottpn for (he 

... repeal of- aft adl. to 'prevent the 
■ iBrpi¥A of popery furtber 287 

Eg^rtoi), Sir Thomaa^j rrifes in defence 

cjf the Mancheider people againll 

.' ' thcobfervations of Mn Wilkes 1 99 

y .'* .fu . ponfidprs t^ie granting of in- 

dulgencies to Ireland as hqrtfwl to 

. En^and 207 

■ ;— defends the intereft of the 
Manchefter people againft the pro- 

. ppftd K&s in favQui: p^r-Ireland 263 

£Uis,. Mr. Wclborq, rjfes. to jullify 

; ;the care and atteniion oif the nsivy 

department 27 

■ ■ afierts that the Cfown cannot, 

• without wounding liberty, grant 
charters independent of the power. 
of Parliament 54 

» . M. confider^ the Hpufe of Com-. 
Qions as an improper afTcmbly co 

• difcufs (late affairs ... joa 

■ . fays the biifinefs pf parliament 

is to raife money^ and not to de- 
bat* on the meafures pf govern- 

i ment ' ib. 

Ferguflbo^Sir Adat^i d?f?nds thecha- 
racier of the Glafgow people againft 
the aiTertions of Earl Ivlvgent 263 

i^--; — ftates the i (.juries the .QjaU 
go'w peopie YVpold' receive, ihould 
the Irifh trade bills pafs : 26; 

Fox, Mr. ftates a gr<:at number q£ 

- ,fafts,rtja|ivc; to.|hc . afjny in Ame- 

• ripa iS 
J .- gives the moll ample tellimony 

to tb<s bravery and good cgnd^ft of 

: cmr generals 19 

„ infills that the nation bad loft 



Fox« Mr. aflenti to the pxopoliuons^ 
made by Jiord North 39 

' ■ > ' fays» Lord North looped and 
wap difappointed i br jexpeded a 
great deal and foatid litde 40 

■ '■ ■ ^ ■ afics the mijiifters» whether they 

knew of the treaty betwecD France 
. and America ; 41 

■■ infiiU. that. the prefent niini^ 
can.have jqq tkle $q the confidence 
of the Americans 48 

— ^ — ^ riioves thu the prefent ftftt«.o( 
: the.s>avy,:i8 inadec[qaGe foroor de- 
fence . . 104 

■ ftates: the. plan of the Canada, 
^expedition as wrong and itnpradi- 
-cable 161 

* €<H»fiders the fecretary for the 
Amerijcan; department as th^i. au- 
thor of the ruin 'of this coi^ntry 

— confidcrs his mind and jadg- 

ment as unprejudiced 236 

•— - thinks it ittpoflible for us to 

i regain the dependence of the Ame« 

. ricai) ju>lonies 237 

■ ; ■■ ■ ". 'c®nfidexs the • dependency of 

America its of very little confe- 

ri.iiuence to this country ib. 

r; i y .points out the dangers arifing 

from then Crown obtaining too 

much ponier 238 

r? i(hink« that America may be- 

tom9 thc' ^coiiidp but never the 

Britain of the world ib, 

. ■■ : . xonfidors the concilatory ad as 

totally inadequate to the objedl it 

was to ferve 239 

■ J J , J cenfures adminiftration for calli 

' ing thofe perfons to their, afliftance 

whofe mtofures they condemn 240 

» . ■ ■■ oppofes the granting a^ vote of 

credit to ignorant miniftan 259 

■ ■ refers to a former rerolQtk>o, 

that tlie 9avy in iu prefeot-fiate 

is inadequate to the defence of the 

empirq ' 260 

■ J ■ ■ thinks the prefent inaufpiciout 

miniftry hav^ fealed their fauU^« 

^ader ib. 

Fox» 
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Fox» Mr. coafiders the pamfnl pre- 
eminence of office at this dmc to 
be .little, envied 26 1 

. ■' refutes the arguments ufed by 

• Mr. Ellis • 301 

,'■ propofes an ilmendmenc to the 

' motion for an inquiry into the .Sa- 
. ratoga expedition -jcS 

■ ' ■ ■ is for referring the papers rela- 

• tive to the Saratoga expedition to 
a committee ■ 3ft $ 

■ ' ' againft the proroguing the par- 
liament . : 351 

.Frafer« Gen. goes through the whole 
fubjed of the American difpute 
for the laft fifteen or fixteen years 

French ambaflador's declaration- of 
the American treatyy a copy of 

135 

GaTcoigne^ Mr, paiTes fome pierfioinal 
inve^ives on Sir Wmv Merediih 3 

r brings up the report ofi the 

' refolutions -agreed to in the {com- 
mittee of fupply .i : 135 

' moves feveral amendments 

in the Irifli importation bill .. .a88 

-Grermain, Lord George, eiBclaims 
againft peribnalities, and doubu 
not bis own honour 9 

■■ commends the condud of 

adminiflration in employing jthe 

. favages in the American war ib. 

■ ' . acknowledges that appear- 

: ance was againft the miniAry : but 



that it could not jollify condefmna* 
* tion ft^9 

. replies to Gen, Burgoyne 

322 
■ replies to Mr, T. Luttrell 

327r3*^ 
Gilbert, Mr. propofes. a tax of one 
fourth on xKie ii^come of all place- 
men . 77^94 
Gordon, Lord George* confidersLord 
North as a right hon. privy conn- 

fellor contradlor ^46 

■* accofes the, blue-ribbanded 

Lord, of a ihameful ad of vena- 
lity and corrnption - — 4U 



Gordon, Lord- George, advifes the 
noble Lord to call off his butchers 
and ravagers from the coloaies, 
and to repent of.his crimes 247 

— — — - gives a very fpirited reply to 
Lord North : ib. 

■ ■ I -^ confiders the contra£U>rs bill 
as -neceifary and pleafing to the 
people in geneml 254 

fays the Hou(e is eom|K>fcd 



of taylors, and fhoe-makers^ col- 
liers, and cabbage -falters, potatoe- 
foreAallers, four-crout-makeK9|t&c. 

ib. 

■ — votesf for an inquiry intathe 
Saratoga bofinefs -,S^^ 

Crenville, Mr. in an animated fpeech, 
, : condemns the condud of the Ame- 
rican war ; . ; 20 

■ deplores the difgrace brought 
not upon our arms b(it our councils 2 1 

- alludes to Lord Chatbi^ifi as 



the only man capable of fettling 
:our difpates . . : Al 

• calk upon the miniftry to'de- 



clare what they know of the treaty 
, between France and America .,(.4^ 
i < ■ moy^SLfor- copies of all com- 
munications from lour > amba(Bi4or 
.at France : .; . ^ ^%g} 

makes a fccend motioHi to 



the fame purpofe ■ 

I '■- ■ wifhes.to revive the commits . 

..tee on tbe:ftate.of.tbe.nation J25 

Harley, Mr. declares hi» condu^Lia 

parliament was ncVer- influenced by 

contrails \..-J\, - -244 

Hartley, Mr.iflatcs the'expencqs; of 

• >.the army, .navy;, .and ordnapce, 

riince the commencement of ,the 

'.-.war ..''1 ...viisr- - -244 

:'>'■■ "i ? -^" - ; jUs obfervations on tkofe 

. ^norniottsjSiipenceAr. [3 ^46 

r^. "^ Jftimaieg the great |ofi '«!© 

■ fnftainiby ,the American war ;.a47 

r ■ ■■ ■ thinks it endlefs <o attempt 

tAireca'piti^^^tbe grievance* nad 

follies of that'tyar , ^ Jb. 

>-f— — confiders the fatal ctbSU of 

thefallof pttbliclpredit, - -9^ 

Rb3 ' Hartley* 
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Hartley^ Mr. fays tlie Bavock and 

roin of 'the curfed American war 

overtakes as at every tarn 248 

. - ■ laments the horrible wafbe of 

tnen, money, and ihips, to purchafe 

the lofs' of the colonies ib. 

ik^iii.—i^pre^tKe'^neceflity of an im- 

- ' mediate peace with America 249 

i**> r , confiders os as laviihing the 

i fiiiefaes of this nation in the purfuit 

-i ' of injiiftice, folly, and madnefs 250 

•■ • ■ • ■■ " >■ ■ lays the imputation of all our 

• ■'• TmfottuMb on the pxefent minidry 
.' > 251 
^m ' '• ■ confiders die \o& of America 

as entirely owing to t!he unpardon- 

• able obftinacy of adminiftration i&. 
' ■■■ foretells the deftrudion of 

- Gen. Burgoyne's army 
"■■ ' " " ' ■ reads his mcfcion 
^-^i^ — moves for an addrefs 



252 

to his 
334 
^3^ 



< Majefty 

•»■■ " ■■■■ withdraws the fame 
•■. I I. moves for an addrefs to'the 
King not to prorogue thcParKw- 
• ltt*nt - ■' ■ 341 

floufes, a tax th^^oci propofed^ by 

■ "Lord North oppofed by the gc«le«- 
" 4Mn in op^fition «^^ 94 
rjjl^likinfon, Mr. confiders the Ame- 
- jican war aia juffl one r^ 

and alfo a popalar war 454 
%i M reprcfems Qor army and 

: ^'fundsas innobadilate ib. 

' ■»■■ eonfiderS' the French na- 

•. tion as a declining ftate | ^ $ 

fcif T fays the treafury-boardjwas 

■ always very* exaft in making ili- 
.• quiries before th^' entered on Gbn- 
i ''^trads -• - . ' 181 
■ '"«^ maintains that the pnblic 
^ fihallces wfef e neini!^ move priKfently 
^t managed than at p|efent . o*. ^39 
'J^hnftine, Gov. contends foi^be-44Je^ 
\ 4^{;ality of the fnbfcrqrtiontt for Mhng 

■ •--trocfs ■ ^ ■'-• ■ ■• s 

<M i *f < •" expatiates*' on the • bad policy 
.'^^of employing Indians in tb««Aine- 
'" ftcA wW-i - i '* • 3 -^s 

'r accn/ei -ibt-'iitTy^lepMfbent 



of applying the m'oiaey to ofes con- 
trary to .what it was granted for 31 

Johnftone, Gov. confiders the miniftry 
as very improper perfons to nomi- 
nate American commiifioners 49 

^ ■■■ ■ declares he always has been, 
and ftilLis^againd the independence 
pf America ic8 

- ■' ■ ridicules Lord North'-s fctf- 
fafficiency 180 

— : undertakes the American com- 

miffion with hopes of fuccefs 240 

wiflies for the repeal tof the 

declaratory law . "■ ib. 

■ ' ■ confiders. the getierality of the 
> ... Ameriaans' as avblfe'. to- indepen-* 

' dence, and as dreading the power 
''. ofCon^efs -* 241 

joliifTe, Mr, declares his4iearty ater- 

. ' dion to the war from the beginning 

of it ' -'■'■ ' -50 

■ T j told th^ niinillry long fincc 
..that they might fmacher the fiame 
: with coals^ but the -fire would burft 

; r forth in general confiagration ci 
thinks an inquiry fhotdd be 



jnade^ not- only intathe failure of 
i.'Geo. 3urgoyne; bot into the con- 
■ dud of the whole war 52 

afiTerts that we have lofl an 



empire^ and are in the date of fiip^ 
pliants ' .53 

of the 



confiders the event 



:^Canada expedition as the k>fs of m 
whole army, and all the hopes of 
the conquell of America 1 62 

reprefents it as a dtfgrace 



' which the nation can never recover, 

and as the blackeft page in the 

Englifh hiftory 163 

'%*•' ■ thinks the inqu-ry into the 

I conduft of the Generals Howe 

;.' and Burgjoyne ihould not be hafiily 

entered into ib. 

^i^ i fiates the intended advantages 

"^ from the Canada expedition 1 64 
' *■ w endeavours to fupport the mi- 
.^.nifter who forwarded the Canada 
-' expedition ib. 

■■ '' '■ confidera tl|e miaifler rather 

as 



INDEX. 



a» anfortnnate than as deriving of 
Gcniare 16^ 

JoHiffe, Mr. is of opinion that the 
joinifter tn^its the hearty thanks 
of his country 166 

- ■■ ' ■ is againft repealing the Que- 
bec ad ' 248 

Irnham, Lord, animadverts on the 
oondudt of adminiftration to the 
Duke of Glouceder 226 

■ feconds'Mr. Wilkes, in wifti- 
ii^*;; the marriages of the royal bro- 
thers were publicly declared 232 

« arraigns the condudi of the 

niinilirv refpedling the marriage of 
the Duke df Gloucefter 233 

■ " ' ■ confiders the opinions of tne 
privy-council as liable to change 
mqu^tly and wantonly ib. 

Keppel, Adm. wi(hes rather for a 
fmall fleet well manned and fitted, 
than many fliips badly equipped 

123- 

feLing, fends a menage to the Houle 

■ concerning the treaty figned be- 
tween France and America 134 

■■ ■ receives an addrefs from the 
Heufe of Commons on the decla- 
rations of the French 1^60 

n his anfwer thereto 161 

' fends a mefTage to the Houfe 

concerning the drawing out and 

< embodying the militia i yo 

•— - fends another meiTage, praying 
a provifion for his children 209 

•— — fends another for a vote of 
credit 255 

' ' ■— fends a meflfage to the Houfe 
of Commons, on their addrefs for 

. prcvifion to be njade for the 
Chiiham family 290 

l#ith. Sir Alexander, accufes Lord 
Georje George Germain as the 
folc author of emdloying the fa- 
vagea 9 

Letter fiom Gen. Walhington to 
Gen , Bur|roy ne 3 1 4 

iiift of the feleft committee appointed 
toinfpea into the expenditure of 

* public money 184 



Lowther, Sir James, wiflies that the 
marriages of the royal Duke^ were 
publicly acknowledged 2^± 

' moves for continuing the fev^ 

fion 356 

Luttrell, the Hon. James, wishes go- 
vernment had offered proper termr 
of peace to the colonies 124 

confiders the ruinous confe- 

quenccs attending the war ib. 

has no hopes of peace with 

America while the prefent mintftry 
continue in office 12(; 

■ confiders the prefent miniftry 

as a Janus ib* 

■ wifhes to open the eyes of 

our Sovereign to his misfortunes 

126 

— — — confiders the miniftry as an 
arbitrary and jealous fet of men ib. 

accufes adminiftration of hav- 
ing lofl one half of the empire, 
and nearly ruined the other half 

izj 

reprefents the prefent mi- 

niflry as odious, miflrufled, and 
abhorred in America ib; 

■ M moves an addrefs to his Ma- 

jefty for the removal of particular 
fervantS) on certain occafions 13^ 

■ infills that no good can arife 

from accommodations attempteti 
by the prefent miniftry •|'3 1 

confiders the peace and prof- 



perity of the empire as facrificed 
to private ambition 132 

his fpeech on the Toulon ar- . 

mament 36X 

Luttrell, Hon.T. confiders each man 
of the Houfe as equal in his dele- 
gated charadler from the people ^26 

■ inquires into the expences of 

(hip-building and repairs «8 

mentions the enormous fums 

granted for the repairs of the 
navy 29 

-denies faying that Lord Sand- 
wich pocketed the fopplies ib. 

objects to receiving the report 

from the couamiuee of iupply 31 
B b 4 Luttrell* 



INDEX. 



Lu^tvelVHon.T. charges the tnioiftry 

wi(ti delivering a fallacious account 

. of the navy loi 

' ■ enters into, a long inquiry into 

the papers relative to the navy 

104 

" ■' '■ inquires into the complement 

of men on board our fleets 105 

■ . ■ accu'fes the admiralty of fal* 
£cy and deceit 106 

■■ complains of very large em- 
bezzlements 107 

i^ " takes under cODfideration the 
monies of late years granted by 
parliament ib. 

— »-^ takes notice of the wife and 
hooeft management of the marine 
boards ,108 

^ " ■ laments that miniflers are fuf- 
fcred to employ money for other 
purpofes than thofe intended 1C9 

■■ iiates the difference between 
former and prefent expences ib. 

■■■ ■ confiders the manufadluring of 
the naval debt as a mockery of all 

. numerical inveiligation . no 

■ I compares the difference be- 
Mveea the Lords Hawke and Sand- 
wich ib. 

■ " ■ ihews the very indiffiuent flate 
of our prefent navy 1 1 1 

f ■■ I complains of the bad timber 

ufed in repairs 1 1 2, 
ftates the wretched condition 

of fome particular ihips 113 

— < ■ ■ confiders the French ihips as 

better built than ours 1 14 

— ■ Hates the bad condition our 

ihips are in at home ib. 

■ I takes a review of our navy 

at the beginning of the laft war 

■»■ ■■ ■ ftates the flrength of the 
French fleets at that period ib. 

■■■ reprefents the prefent naval 
force of the French and Spaniards 
as formidable 116 

1 " ' - confiders our fupplies as ex- 
eeedingly reduced ib. 



Luttrell, Hoii.T. coniiders thefaciUty 
of an enemy landing on this iiland 

■ arraigns the haoghty language 
of the minider ib« 

>- confiders the ilate of our navy 

in former reigns 118 

■ explains what is the ufe of 
frigates in an engagement 1 19 

infills that our ihips fit for 

fervice are lefs in number, and 
worfe in condition, than eveawas 
known lao 

laments the great want of iea- 

men to man our fleets ib. 

— — - confiders it as impoffible to 
iland againfl the naval power of 
France, Spain, and America 121 

•*— — recommends our attention to 
the Afiatic and African trade laft 

■ feconds Mr. Fox's motion re- 
lative to the inadequate ilate of our 
navy 123 

■ fevereon Ld.G. Germain 329 
Macdonald, Mr. confiders Ld, North 
as blamelefs in the Canada expe- 
dition i6x 
Mawbcy, Sir Jofeph, is very itytxt 
upon the contradort in general 

Melliih, Mr. laments the prefent 
times, in which the Houfe tamely 
fubmits to the infolence of the 
Hottie of Bourbon igr 

■ ' confiders what are the rf- 

fources of both France and America 

15a 

Memorial delivered by the Amer^^an 

commiffioners ta the coun; of 

France, an extrad from 139 

Meredith, Sir William, attackf Lord 

North on the illegality of fi-bfcrip- 

tiont a 

■ ■ . confiders charter rights at 

leaf! as facred as the rights of 

property 54 

moves for a repeal of all 



the American compulfive ads 204 
— -^--— confiders the powers given 



to 



IN D EX. 



. to the American commii&oners as 
not fu^cient &04 

Meredith^ Sir William, accufes ad- 

- miniftratton of being thougbtlefs 
and regardlefs of what is pad, pre- 
fenty and to come 297 

•«— « coniiders the firfl Lord of 

. the admiralty as guilty of dece\t 

ib. 

' moveft three f (sfolutions re- 

fpeding the falling of the Toulon 

fleet, &c. . 498 

Middleton, Lord, brings up the re- 
ports from the commictee appointed 
to inquire into the a£is relative to 
the trade of Ireland ai o 

■■■ brings up the farther pro- 

ceedings of the committee on that 
bttfinefs 224 

Moreton, Mr. argues in defence oif 
American taxation 55 

. holds out the fame arguments 

in the debates on Lord's North's 
conciliatory bills • 76 

Moyfey, Mr. fpeaks in favour of the 
fupplies for the new levies i 

infifts that the Crown has the 

right to appoint the American 
commiflioners 46 

Navy, a (late of, being the fubdance 
of all the papers from the admiralty 

• and other offices, laid upon the 
tabic ^ 95 

...I weekly account of the (hips and 
vefliels employed in North America 

98 

■■■ (late of the (hips and veflels of 
war 00 the Jamaica Nation 100 

— - account of the number of fea- 
men and marines employed 102 

-*— — army and ordnance, an account 
of 212 

Newhaven, Ld. fpeaks in defence of 
the Iri(h importation bill 332 

oppofcs Mr. Hartley's mo- 
tion for an addrefs 336 

North, Lord, contends the fubfcrip- 
tions for new troops were nothing 
new, or uncommon i 



North, Lord, conliders the empkiyiiif 
of favages as bad,>pt unavoidable 

t6 

— —- gives notice to the Hcfafe of bit 
intended plan of conciliataoa mtk 
the Americans iS 

— — agreeable to his promife* makes 
his conciliatory propofitions . .4^ 

— alTerts that he never had anjr 
idea to draw an)r confiderable re« 
venue from America , ifat» 

— thought the Amerieant would 
not complain of the tea a£l 26 

— - propofes a bill to qaiet ue 
Americans on. the fubjedt of tax* 
ation ihu 

propofes to give full powers tp 

commiifioners to treat ..39 

— — advifes to inilru^ the commit 
floners to negotiate for a moderate 
contribution towards the comtton 
defence of the empire wbea re- 
united 38 

—— fays he was esttremely diftp^ 
pointed in his expe^ations ofm 
cffeQ of our military force 39 

' ■ ' declares he (cnows not anything 
for ceruin, of the treaty betweea 
France and the Americans 4^ 

— makes his motions on the con- 
ciliatory bill . ili^ 

— — declares the commiflioners would 
have no power to grant the Ame- 
ricans independence .57 

— naoves, that the bill declarinjgr 
the intentions of Parliament relative 
to taxing America be read a third 
time 68 

— opens the budget 89 
hints at the attempts of fome 

people to deprefs the credit of th^ 
nation .91 

— — mentions the experiment he had 
made of criminal labour on the 
river Thames 92 

— propofes an additional tax oa 
houfes, on wines imported, 5fC« 93 

<*— — his calculation of the produce 

of thofe taxes ib. 

. North, 



INDEX. 



Korfh;: Lord, confiders tlie propofing 
* ' of taxes as no very agreeable bafi- 
' nefs 94 

* ■■ > denies that the French had any 

ho(Hlc intentioDS 1 23 

>■ > ■ gives notice that he (hall prefent 

' a flmage from the King 1 33 

»» " ' defires the Houfe to take notice^ 

tAiit he never faid France had not 

' figned the American treaty ib. 

— ■ declares it is his firm refolution 

' te keep his place 134 

fc^ " prefents the King's meiTage to 

• the Houfe ib. 
•i—— prefents to the Houfe the de- 
•' daration from the French court of 

die American treaty ib. 

M l' ■ moves for an addrefs to his Ma- 

jefty on the above declaration 136 

i»— - declares he will not quit the 

' kelm while the (hip of the ftate was 

; toAed about in a ftorm 157 

^ ■ . declares he fees no foundation 

' fer the prefent public alarms ib. 

^^— — confiders the dread of an inva- 

fion as a mere bugbear ib. 

•—-hopes that every gentleman will 

not fcrnple to hazard his life and 

fortune in the difpute with the court 

of France 158 

~— rifes to declare he is willing to 

ihare part of the blame for the 

failure of the Canada expedition 

•— prefents a me/Tage to the Houfe 
from die King ^ 170 

■ ■ moves for leave to bring in a 
bill for continuing the a£l for em« 

' ploying convifts on the river 
Thames 171 

— — prefents the bill for laying a tax 
uppn houfes 172 

' ■ rifes in great warmth, and de- 
clares he knows currency from 

" iierliog 177 

i— — is called feveral times to order 

ib. 

«— - moves for the whole Houfe to 
form itfelf into a committee on the 
trade of Ireland 18; 



Nortb«Lord,thinks the Iriih catholics 
jiiflly complain of the ieverity of 
the penal laws 208 

-— prefents a meira||e from the 
King, praying a provifion for his 
children 209 

■ obje^s to the terms Mr. Ilart^ 
ley propofes fpr making peace with 
America 222 

-<— confiders the expeoces of the 
three la ft years as amounting only 
to 23,coo,oool. ib. 

■ . infills that his heart cannot be 
to blame, though his head may 223 

prefents the provifion bill for 

the jKing's children 22 j 

■ ■ puihes the fecond reading of 
the provifion bill for the royal chil- 
dren 226 

— — is againfl making any further 
conceffions to America 242 

— declares whatever he did, by 
the way of contradls, was always 
for the beft 246 

■ delivers a meflage to the Houfe 
from the King for a vote of cre- 
dit 255 

— -— attempts to clear admiuiftration 
from the imputation of treachery 
and incapacity 257 

— confiders it as the duty of Bn- 
tain to give Ireland fome recom- 
pence for the exertions ihe has 
made 26$ 

— agrees to the motion for bury- 
ing the late Lord Chatham at the 
public expence 286 

— aflurcs the Houfe, that the 
King approves of their addrefs to 
him on the above occasion ib. 

— prefents his Majcfty'a anfwer to 
the addrefs for the provifion of the 
Chatham family 290 

— apoiogifes for his own ckindud 

302 

believes that the French fleet 

were ill-manned, and badly pro- 
vided with every thing 303 
* — — denies General Burgoyne is a 
perfecuted man . 35^ 
Nugentt 
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'-Nofieiit, EarU is f^tUfied that the 

miniders purfoed the beftmeafures 

. Ihoagh they Ifailed . 23 

■;■ .1 ; : ■■ urges this impropriety of in* 
quiring into the date of the na- 

: ■■■ ■ takes a riew of the trade of 

Ireland 206 

- makes a motion for particu- 

hr induigeacies to be giraoted the 

Irifh 207 

makes further motions rela- 



tive to the encourageisent o£ the 

Iriih trade .. / 20S 

.— — objeds to the reading of the 

contractors bill- 25 J 

■ cenfures the illiberal fenti- 
fnents of the Grlafgow people 263 

; Obferv^tions of Mr. Coxei Adxniral 
. Keppeli, and Lord North 1 23 
Ongley» Lord^ declares himfelf to be 
again il any meafure of accommo- 
dation with America 25 
•Penton^ Mr, endeavours to vindicate 
the condud of adminiilration 259 
iBetition of feveral of the gentlemen, 
freeholders and otiiers, of the coun- 
. ty of Norfolk and the city of Nor- 
, wich> prefented and read 32 
•— — of the free burgefles, free- 
holders, and inhabitants of the 
towil and county « of NewcatUe 
upon Tyne 183 

■ ■ of the mayor, &c. of the 

borough of Wigan in LaAcaihtFr 

268 
.■*■ ' of the land owner* and ma- 

nufadurers of Wigan - 269 
of the geodemeh, clergv, 

&c. of Prefton ib. 

■■■ of the manufadurers of glais 

in Stourbridge, and Dudley 270 
;■■ of the merchants and manu- 

fadurers of nails in Dudley ib. 
>— — of the merchants. Sec. of 

Giafgow 271 

;— ^ of the mayor, and capital 

burgefTes of Walfall ib. 
of the mayor. &c. and AM- 



oufadurers of gloves;, at WorotC' 

- ter 271 

Petiioo Jo{ the mayor, &c* of Btif^ 
' tol . 272 

— t — r- of the fociety of mefekanc 
venturers at Briftol ib. 

»■ of the importers and- hmmhs*- 

fadluners of henp, iron^ and fleel« 
. of Brtftol • tbb 

-— from feveral perfoM inha- 
bitants of Yeovii» Prefton, &c. 275 

•-- of the manufadtoren of 

' Aberbrothock . i^ 

"■ of the merchants, Ac of 

Wolverhampton- - - tk 

.> ■ of the gentlemctt, &c. of'the 

county of Lancailer '»74 

of the burgeiieSy StCm of New- 



ton in Lancafldre 
of the gentkfflca,. &c of 

Warrington . ^vib. 

— another from the (ano - ik 
— -— of the talkiw^haBdicni and 

foap-boilera of Liverpool - -•f5 
— — of the merchants aad traden 

in the town of Laneafter - • - iik 
' ' ■■■ from die . gentiiefliea* nfeer- 

chants, &c, of Liverpool ^ib. 

t of feveral manafaA4iiier» ol 



fail-cloth in Warjiiigton». Lancaf- 

ter, &c. ib, 

■ ■ ' from the gentlemen^ mtt^ 

chants, &c. of Liverpool 276 

— — of the gentlemen, -clergy, 
&c. of the county of Chefter, ' ib. 

of Stockport ib, 

■ ' of the gentlemen, tradci* 
men, &c. of Manchefier ib. 

■ ■ of the mayor, bailiiFs, Sec* oi 

Liverpool ib, 

— -» — of the gentlemen, merchants, 
Sec, of Liverpool -9^^ 

— - — of^he merchants, aadt^-ader! 
of Lancafter ■• ■- ite 

■■ of James Budiaaan, io' be- 

half of the minifters^&c. of Giaf- 
gow ' ib. 

— — of the gentlemen, ciergf ,&c, 

of the county of Cbefter Mfi 

V PetBOioi 
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Fttitioii of the gentlemen, clergy, of 

> Stockport 278 

■ ■ of the gentlemen, tradef-* 

watn, &c. of Manchefter ib. 

»■'■ ■ of the gentlemen, callicoe 

printers, &c. of Blackburne 279 

■ of federal manofadlarers, of 
iaiUdoth of Warrington, kc* ib. 

■ of the merchanu and manu- 
fjiAoren of Preilon - ib. 

■ ■■ '■ " of the gentlemen, merchants, 

&c. of Liverpool - 280 

— — — of the mayor, bailiffs, \&c« 

of Liverpool ib. 

■I I of the tallow-chandlers and 

foap«boilers of Lancafter - - -ib. 
mm*^^ of the merchants and tra- 

den of Lancafter 281 

■ «— of James Bochanan, in be- 
' lialfofthemerchants, &c. of Glaf. 

gow ib. 

-■ ■' i.of the gentlemen, tradef- 

neo, &c. of Manchefter - ib. 

■ ■ » ■■■ of die merchants ^nd manu- 

> fadorers of Prefton ib. 
■■I of James Buchanan, in the 

aame of ths merchants. Sic. of 

Glafgow ib. 

•— — -«-:of feveral perfons of Brid* 
. -port,Beamifter,Broadwindfor,&c. 

282 
« m I I of the ullow-chandlers of 

London -ib. 

ii " ■ ■*■ of gentlemen, merchants^ 

&c of Lancafler ib. 

■■■ from the chandlers and foap* 

makers of Briflol 283 

■■ ' ■ of the glafs »anttfa£torer8 of 

Briftol ib. 

■ ■ ■■ — ' of the fagar refiners of Lon- 

don 284 

■■I of the manufadorers of glafs 

io Loi^on ib. 

*■■ " '— of the mayor, aldermen, lee. 
of the city of Exeter ib. 

Fitt, Mr. laments the baneful in- 
finence that prevails over the coun- 
cils of thi3 country 153 

Pitt, Mr.T. thinks it very imma- 
DRiia/ whether the commiffioners 



be nominated by the Crown or ttie 
Honfe . .5^ 

Pownall, Gov: abhors the ideal of 
employing Indian favages in omr 
wars • • 10 

' coniiders an Indian wa* as 
the unreftrained effufion of-tlte 
paffions of revenge and blood* 
thirflinefs iz 

■ — fhews the reftraints the Indi- 
ans were under when employed in 

. thelaftwar 12 

thinks that the neceffity of 



employing Indians may be avoid- 
ed I- -:: ' 13 
rifes to (late the origin and 



progrefs of the treaty, between 
France and America 138 

' reads' part of a memorial 
delivered by the American com- 
miffioners to the court of France 

- 139 

— - — animadverts on the further 



progrefs of that bniinefs 141 

laments the lofs of a favour- 



able opportunity that offered of 
fettling the American difpntes 

H3 

(hews the artful condud of 



the Freiich in their negotiations 
with the Americans 144 

- recapitulates the different 

adis of the American Congrefs 

■ ■ ■* ftates the little probability 
there is of the Americans ever 
giving up their independency ib. 
- propofes enlarging the powers 



of our American commmifiioners 

146 
• coniiders it as more the in to- 



re ft of America to form commer- 
cial connexions with us than with 
the French 1 47 

— argues in defence of Amerr- 
can independency 1 48 

■ ' " > ftates the time when England 
was without a minifter 149 

——propofes fuch meafures as he 

thinks ought to be adopted 150 

Powys, 



